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1:C0 P.M. of January f, 1075, the impanel 
Tina n e i iurv and to alternate iurors was boaun.) 

f ^t 4 ’ 15 p .*i., the imnanellino of a duly eonsti' 
iurv in* two alternates was completed.) 

(""bo trial then nroceeded.) 
m " F COTTRT: Is the jurv satisfactory? 

M? * PUCCIO: Satisfactory to the Government. 

' T '” r COURT: Is the jury satisfactory? 

MP. TA>TNIJZ?I: Yes, sir. 

n ' ,,r ' court• Satisfactory, Mr. Klar? 

MR. *7,AR : Yes. 

"’HP COURT• Will the Clerk nlease Swear in the 


iurv. 


% 

Tpe CLPRYj Will the nanel olease rise and rein 
vour riaht h an *s, nlease. 

f'T’he iurv and two alternates wnr« then Sworn.) 
mi r> oTjORV; Will you he seated, nlease. 
thp COUP": Please excuse the rest o' the nanel 
T"v o Tjr „ K . The j uror<3 sitting in the bach. vou 

ir ° ho renort downstairs to the Central Jury 

r, oom . nlease. 

T *’i 11 one o e vou come up for the cards. 

(A talesman then was given the cards.) 

T ” F r0fmT: Members of the Panel, those th it h a \ 
serv ^ on lories before this, c br*{ or criminal, ,L fc ar t - 




f 


\ 







vour hands 


M LOu b 


(Thr.-te members o* the i urv nir^ th^ir 'tai l's.) 
"’’IE COURT: Three members. vc have thr*e. 

"ow those that ha/e never been inside a coir 1 ; 
house before todav, ol«ase raise vour hands. 

Only one. 

(Juror Uo. 7 indicated that ho had never bee' 
oresent in a court house nreviouslv.' 

THE COURT: T crive a vorv brief orelininarv 
talk, because there is usual lv a ratio of twentv - f ive 
to thirtv, or fortv nercent o* -jurors who have nov^r 

j* 

been inside a court house. Tt iust occurred to mo 

that iurors cominn into.a court house with those : 'iah I 

c;^jT-! n rfq and inoosina marble and steel, miaht verv wel . 

be distracted. Tt is imnortant that the court house 

havp the dianitv, that the courtroom have the dionit’’ 

«* • 
that T believe this courtroom has. On the other 'mh' 

t want to make sure that the iurors are comfortable. 


•-tnt tbev feel at ease, and that thev are r^a 1 '- to 
1isten. 

wp spo bo man'* trials on television, and oven 
thouoh I usuallv have a trial ooinn almost everv da•’ 
in the week with a jury, nevertheless, T do watch tele¬ 
vision, and thev are oretty qood entertainment, '>"* I 
iust- lon’t believe the things that no on, and th: ""*u 
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se« an 1 T tone that vou in no wav relate what von 
opp nr *-oi ovision to an actual trial. m r ; als tnte ^vi 
wee’-s, and sometimes months, the television produror 
has aho"t a half hour, or sometimes and hour to nit on 
show and it is for mere entertainment. Tt is nre- 
sented f or its drama, not for its truth, an’ it is 
intended for nothino else. 

T n a trial, vour Dart of the trial, the iurorr 
’r« iudcres in the verv same sense that I am a Judae 
of the ease — and vour job mav v«rv well be more 
imoortant in the ultimate result itself, because th-> 

1 urv mates the verdict. I an here onl” to see that 
the trial is ^air and is conducted accordinc to the 
rules. 

f, nw. all during the trial the lawyers will o - 
i-»ct to questions, and that is their duty, and T w.i 1 : 
rule on them, v ou must not fault an 1 ' lawvor because 
ho mates an objection. Oon't be irritated because he 
mates manv objections, that is his job, and my job is 
to ’■nie on them solely as a matter of lav;. Now, be¬ 
cause t rule against a lawver doesn't mean T believe 
K i r ' ease is bad, T just think on that: objection in nr/ 
opinion he is wrono, and in this trial, when I rule or. 
the lav, that i9 it. 


u«r-v often durinn the trial when the lawvor 
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maVrjs obiectior., I will excuse the -jury, and vou will 
v-e walkin'"' back and forth nany timer;, you mav cover 
ten miles *urina this trial, but that is only v ecav-e 
it is mv method of trving the case. Many Judges rail 
the ] awvers to si bar, and thev are whisoaring, 
mvsel*, t fourd that unsatisfactorv because sorr.et .me'- 
whisners drift across the courtroom, or worse "et. 
iurv becomes irritated because th n v are not et into 
it, vou S ee, and thev lust hear whisners, an- the- sit 




y 0 w, of all the Judges in this court, I thin; 

T am the onlv one that does it this wav. i thin) Ouo 
Judge conied it 'or a while and decided he didn’t li'r 
it, so not every Judge likes it, so far they haven’t 
rushed to follow it, it is -just mv method. it is tot. 
the 1 awvers’ choice. Don't, be irritated by it. 

x am going to excuse you for a few moments so 
that „ou can out your clothes awav, and when vou come 
bact , we will hear the omening statements of counsr? . 
each counsel can, if thev wish, state their oositio*-, 
and that includes the Government. Tt is not evidence, 
what a lawvor savs serves a useful puroose, but it ■> 
not evidence. Ooeninn remarks are -just an aid so t- ,t 
when the testimony comes in vou will bn able to ' o • ’ 
it more readily, vou will get a broa^ outline^of th" 


v 
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■ ? otnr * • rv i c’t the sides hopes to oaint, the Government 
or> „p x a; i’n and the defendants on the other. 

' M that — and we won't oo he von 1 th^ o*vn 
on r'afe^’-nts todav -- the Government will oroduoe 

• * ^ • n f nhoqnc; 

”o-.i '.hen a witness is called, the first exami - 
Ho- i«' -a'* led the direct examination. After the 
r 'nvr.'-rr T '''nt conn] otes the direct examination, each lav- 
”r- ' 's the -icht to eross-examin° the Government’s 
vi '•"pqs, nr’ normallv the nuroose of cross-exaninatio 
)<; to to^t the truth. the credibilit.v of that wit.nes ■. 

mV >en, the Government, if it wi shes, mav take a 
v-i tpoe,® nn redirect examination, and then i r the Gov >rr 
-«nt aeo*- that, then the defendants have the riaM to 
reoroer. mhere are times when I will admit additional 

• "inination, and if you want to call it ro-tsdiro't 
an** r e-<rocross. it doesn't mattdr, but von mav '-'i”d 

• hat will v, nor*en. 

,TV o n the Government is finished, thr ’• r en hap*. 

• ■ • 

s rot ohliaed to o*fer anv nroof, he can sr' r-it the 
rase to von and then vou will have to deter Lne o.a the 
<vit>mi ss ien the case to vou on the Govern .’. r.t ' ^ roo 
’'oi n ’'on will have to decide on that oroo whether 

• tr. Government has sustained its burden. Tf it hasn'' 
then von e ind the defendant not ouiltv. Tf it han, n 
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* in* the defendant guilty. But if the defendant does 
nro'hice witnesses, then again the examination of dtJer- 
danfs’ witnesses will be the direct, and then to 
Government has the right to cross-examine the defen¬ 
dants' witnesses. • 

, Then, when all the witnesses have testified, 
the evidentiary mart of the trial is comole ted, ad 
the attornevs then have the right to come before vo-. 
aaain. The first time was to tell vou what their -op¬ 
tions are, what they intended to Drove, the summation 
is intended to argue theories of exculoation on behalf 
of the defendants, which means non-guilt, and theon 
of inculcation on behalf of the Government, which 
means auilt. Tn other words, the defendants will arau - 
that the Government failed to prove its case ir orf 
bevond a reasonable doubt, the Government will arcus 

that it did. 

\fter all of that is done, then I will Charge , 
vou on the law. 

After the Charge, you will go in and deliberate 
on the matter. 

Now, not until that point do vou have the right 

t 

to discuss this case in any fashion, that is, the ft, n- 

*1 

a en ce in anv wav, and I will instruct you each evening I 
to make sure that vou don’t do it, not even among 'our 


f ' 


•' ■ 1 
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rr> , brieflv, i f the ' m* i • ^ • an- * 

r- r ‘•'in ill 1 ' , 

rn h i i i^vnrq are here to davelo-; t °vi' • 
r^- inr" to see, the Judoe is hep^ '■■ tie ' 

1 -,~,i t-r\ r«e that the trial is fair ind accor i 
i-o ruips. and t v *o iurv is here fo >'. »■••» le the 

• n 1 t^at i nr- 1 ndes tho ultimate determie ition of 
or ipnoro’if'p ot t_he defendants. 

"nw ta^e a few moments to hanr u > vmu 

"s. 

in’ tt-^n '-o”® hac v into the courtroom. 


^Va -i 

oovern^ent oners 

first, f’e- 

the defc 

n-iop 

summations are in 

reverse nr 1 ■ 

' . th- d 

"! < n ^ <1 Si V* 

mo first, and the 

oovernne'd 1 

• s» . 

V-, - 

? nr vou have a 

nuestion? 



.7U90 n 1? ■ Your Honor, if on o r ’ \c 

r’nnr -*-; o»-< I'm-it anvtM no that is ooi.m o ■ ‘ti er 

^ ■» *1 cf *■. s 1 *■ t ••. r? ^ 

n'lff’ ro r JVT • Vo. v ou son, T kno< * r *r * 

Hi-it i-3 nr" e r the thinoa that hanoens, i r ter t K o 
■ ,n rs ar’ 'i!i» t ifions r the iurors net-no n a 1 s'or 1 a 

I 

nnn-rinro hnt ;■/“ would have ^ure cha i f that ’ 
""ii r ; r -ailed an adversarv oroceedino it is t.h~ 
rorr ‘to are adversaries, and it is their :ase t-'* 
"ow i c there is so^ethino that ' others v 
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vnu writ" it out, I will turn it over to the lawyers. 

^. c it is a fTunstion ot orocfl^urc, or it may he a >er- 
ppnal auestion. then I will answer i *• 

if <»vervtbin <7 is done in ooen court ana on the 

record —— 

juror NO. 1?- If you didn’t hear *n"thine, <• 
somethinn like that? 

'TVJF COURT* T-T ell, I will instruct ,f ou a** the 

time -- 

JUROR NO. 12: Okay. 

tiip COURT: You must hear evnrv wor- 1 t-h?* is 
seoVen, and if vou don't, I will as’- von to raise v 0u r 
hand and it will be reoeated bv the Reoorter. 

There isn't a thine that is said i- this r ; 
room that isn't taken down bv the Reoorter. \s T tel 
t-hnin. out everythina down excoot hreathinc. 

The a urv is excused for a few nomer tr,. 

(M- a -io p.M. , a ten minute re-nss was t.ah» r . 

* 

(continued on ne v t naqe.) 
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fmhn i’irv took its olwe in j, n -^ h< <m ) 

T? ’ r '"OiI^T* Before vou start, Vr. "uccio. t 

"n-v.^st-.an^ on" or more o F the iurorn neuired a^n*- 
rioto_t- o V i ra . 

r I'nvn no Obiection to noto-t.n 1 in-, if t-<y 
I -nil have come pads Dassed anom '- ()U| rW 7 noncil 
’•Mt von oust understand that it is for vour own nor. 
edi r i ration an'’ recollection. The dancer in noto-t v 

trMt ‘ vni T ” ia ^ ”se it to convince o*-her -jurors a- 
what was said, and vou miaht -just hav« a rin^i-i" 

° r ■’ lin " or * statement, and it should not he used 
n ” rn ° f '"- We will *ave a full transcript o* - 
" r, ‘* T - an * ** durinq vour deliberations, you want an 
oar- o* it read hack, I will read it back to vou. 

do , i. vou feel better takinn notes, no rich-- 
ahead and do it. 

M r. ’’uccio. 

MB. nnrojo. Thank vou, ''our Honor. 

Continued on next naae.) 
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Ooenincr Statement bv Mr. Puccio 
'*p. PTjrC 10- Mr. Iannuz^i. Mr. I'lar; 

Mr. Foreman. Ladies and Gentlemen 

mv nurnos? in this ooeninq statement, a" i f - i c 1 
called, is to suntmaric.e briefly f or veu the I 

which I will be nresentin a over the next oouol* of 

weeks on behalf o* the Government. 

Tt is not mv purpose to cive vou all of tV- 
tails which vou will hear through the testimony of 
witnesses. because as vbu have already been told r t ’ I 
times, it is the testimony of the witnesses w' ioh vn-. 
consider, and which is important in the determination 
of the verdict. 

T will cive you a backcrround or an out 1 ino > r 
the testimony so that as the witnesses testify von h 4 

a skeleton which vou can fill in. 

First of all, as has already been allud 1 tc 
the defendants are charaed with a Conspiracy to Tmr.e - 
deceive. Buy and Fell Marcotic Dructs, and in tips • »5< 
the narcotic druo we are soeakinq of is cocaine. > 
are charaed specifically that from the 1st o-r nc;cr.>b?r , 
T070, to the 30th Of April, 1*71, of having participate i 

in this narcotics Conspiracy. 

Judoe Mishler later on in the case vi’ 1 qive yoi 
instructions and tell you what a Conspiracy is l-cally. 
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< 'p JJF ice it to sav for now, a Cor' 1 .ir’oy 
T>o<-h’n'i than an aareement to accom-'l i<"- an >;n ’ 

p nl our>os«. and it is an agreement which has * < bo 


nr-to- 1 "•'op . and T submit to you that t* •* evidon' 

.,011 vH 1 1 ''par F rom the Government, or ‘.'irouq ,- i 4 - s o 
Govern"''nt witnesses, will show that ii F act there v. 
an illicit Conspiracy or agreement which was acted 


Mnnn . 


mho defendants are also charaed with concealing 
and transnortinn and facilitating the transportation 


O' n-arro* 


- druas in the Eastern District. fooci f ical 


’ v. flip” irp charoed with the transports! ion and con- 
(.n.Tipnpf o r nine tiloorams of cocaine, a-d that is t.V 
p"f>stanfivp count in the indictment, in’ .bout which 
••on wMl hoar more from indne Mishler at tho and o c 


1 u o rraso. 

t tsinV it is important to not ■ ’ t th" on*- i , 
’ " • ‘ 1 1 u-e an analoav, if T mav, and evi \ ■» 

i i j-his op r. pill bear the analoo” out, the’ t! a i.; 1 
* *a rr jo !” narcotics, or the internatiora 1 'ra-di' 


*o^r*r*0 7 r* f i 


v^rv similar to a burur' r , , • o .a 1 


mat** bnei ness: 


•lust as in a legitimate business, t o irdjvilua 


involved are motivated bv oro f it, a desir* to 
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nrofit. an^ just as in a Intimate business, -"ere 
ar „ n-oMts in fact realized — and there are h-o~.se*- - 
a „a i MS t as in a leaitimate business, the ener-ies o 
those involved are directed towards the development ar. 
sale of a oroduct or a service, an' m . ~i> cas . 

nroduct was narcotics, and the specific orodu-t wa~ 

* 

cocaino• 

7\ n d just as in leaitimate business there is 
combination, there is a combination /hos > 
talents it is to achieve the desired result am 
this case the desired result was the illeaal Importa¬ 
tion n* nine viloarams of cocaine into the United Ste.t. 

from Mexico; 

And as in a legitimate business, so in the u’i 
narcotics trade, there has to be someone who 3unr>li-"S 
the narcotics, and there has to be someone who sei 1 s 
the narcotics, and there is normallv someone who Wwa 
the narcotics* 

*nd as in a leqitimate business, there is one 
who transports the nroduct and is responsible for hr 
inc the nroduct from the seller or the nroducer to th 
buverr so I submit to vou that based on the evidence 
in this case, vou will see that the same thina is trn 
in the narcotics business, there is someone who is 


1 
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r^e^onsihle who ic aiven the job of transoortinc the 
product, as we call it, from the suopli-»r or seller 
to th» K uver; 

*nd often in leoritimate business, or in loTiti • 
w.y« indnstrv there is a nerson who brines -- a parser 
or- nersors. T should sav, who brinos the buver an^ the 
«oM«r together, so T believe vou will see from the 
<-uH aonoo in this case that the two defendants, M r. 
n^s*-i. and Mr. Cotroni, fulfilled that function, e- 
cause the^ were the middlemen who brine the seller 
and *•*■><■* hipmr of narcotics tooether, as the evidence 
t submit, will ooint out. 

Mow. as in manv business todav, international 
boundaries are no factors, and of course, in the i11i- 
nareot.irs trade, international boundaries mean no* Via 
v ou will hear testimony in this case oerta ; . r ir 
to Mo--ico, to the United States, and to Canada. 

further, as in anv thrivina business the anon-' 
of time, th° amount o f monev, and the amount of trave , 
•-ho amount. of exnense is no obiect, an' 5 vou will £ in ’ 
in t^is case that much time is soent, rmch money i.* 
s> -»nt. in -icoomnlishina the obiectivc^ -- and vou >’i 
^•-^n find that overtime is out in, an^ vou v’ill h . o 


ro-;«-imo”” rhat neor 1 e tailed into the niu* t, and -^v 
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worked on weekends. 

"low, as in any sale of a product, there am 
negotiations which led up to the sale itsai e . and the 
game is true, T submit, in the narcotics business, and 
von will hear testimony that there were negotiations 
and that a orice was acrreed uoon. Of course them 
».;«»re differences between the parties, but I don't ’•im- 
oose that they are important to know at this point, 
but suffice it to sav that the narcotics busire*s :s 
not conducted out in the open, i* is conducted, ho,*o- 
f u i\v — or at least the participants try to conduct 
thn business in secret, and the terminology user itj uo» 
aiwr-s the same as the normal terninoloov used In 
legitimate business: 

mhe terminology is almost always guarded, <■ :■ !• 
and vou will hear this from the t^-Hnonv, don't ' : 

sav what they mean, but there is alwavs a wav p or 
other person to understand what they mean. 

mow, at this point, let me summarise ior vou 
briefly what T expect the evidence will show in ‘-Ms 
case: 

we expect to prove through the testimony 
witnesses that in December of the year l^n the defen¬ 
dant "'rank Cotroni, a Canadian citixen, was in Mexico 


/ 
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"'t'' ,,nv i^", and in that name rr •> *: ♦' a•- •’■,« sar' : ‘ t.iw 

'•’.77 7 ’’"nH •'man when he hr ■'w verv »-reil, cent, toman 
''Mih«T-)e Catania, an Italian citi-:o n rani linn 
’ "'■‘■'ico, who had a shirt business; 

’\r' 1 7 lsn in the citv at the sane time was i 

, 4 

a Mexican citizen, whose mm /as 'em 
v a md M r. Asa c v hala, as vou will V-var fro *•■ - 
• rt^f-imonv '»as an associate o r Mr. catao? >, ho*- 1 
n~"sf'i7tn in the leoitimate business a- i . nteror •.-» 

-, n ^noriat’i in the narcotic business, as vn,i i-;v 
r f rrv-, t*-~ ‘-’•'stiTTranv, Mr. Catania and r 'r. Aaaf 


’ *lT .l ^»orn 


in the illicit narco*- i tradr* 


And we nv n«ct to nrov= that dnrine Decomho-, 
in 7 *'r. As.a c v nala was in oossession of a au^n* ;*■•.• 

“■ r cocaine, md he sooke to his partner, " . Cat’ 

•"v* ashed »’r. Catania, hno'-’ina that *’r. roe.’ -as 
"o-ieo. i* *70 would ash if he, Mr. Cotmr i , -oul ' 
interested in ntirchasinc c a ouantit" o* e »; a 


f‘o test i "ton’/ will show t>at M r. Cit.an 


» * 1 •■•rjrict v »h 


cotroni in no CO mber r l°7b, in *'oyirr . m ,H ' •• 


•ofronj i c (-,n was inter»stoa our. . inn 


y Mr*» - 




(r*r>> f inued on next nan”.) 
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11 


MR. PMCCIO: (Addressing -jurv.) The tosti nuny 

,.m11 <U'ow that Mr. Cotroni told Mr. Catania t u ai 
would have to consult a friend of his before mre-ino 
to tnn^e the nurchase, and ultimately durino the v.te 
r, ar t o^ Mocembor-the earlv part of January of the v-ar 
i Mm pvid o nce will show, Mr. Catania <-> n 

t-h« defendant, in this case, came to an acr-v r.‘ 

., r> roVT . on i would nurchase, would receive nin- ’ t 1 
or annroximat.elv 0,1 mounds of cocainy 

And it was also arranaed, the evidence wi . sr.cv 
_ -r nu^t sav that the agreement was to nurchase .he 
nine H loerrams for «n,"00 nor kilogram — an' th 
t^stimonv will also show that in accordance with t »•., 
nr ^ inaeTB « nt r. nado in December, or earlv Jaruarv, in 
Mov-icn ritv. Mr. Catania sooke acain with Mr. Asa 
Ra a a, his associate both in the narcotics trad.: 1 ar. a 
business oartner. and arrant’ for an individual named 
Claudio Martinet to transoort the narcotics from '-Mcrj 
Cl tv to the United States. 

The evi nee ’/’ill further show that v r. Cat a in 
n^r-onai lv made arrangements with Mr. Martinez, '••no 
was to act as courier, for him to deliver the narcotic? 
hh« nine kiloarams o“ cocaine, across the Mexican \ oroejr 
into Dallas. Texas, and it was arranged Tr ’ r. at” 'a 


>C 
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, 1flMr t ime ho m«et with Mr. Martin?'" a- the 1 i ■ 
r nTi , n n, n i \nr. . Texas. an* to flv with *r. -nrti*- • ■ 

.-?orV Citv whore the deliver’' was ho ' * Mb vnv.r 
i «,» ho Catania's arranaenon^s with the ••or. ^art 

-"ho ovidence will further show at eon-ovm .» 1 
’ amiarv 7, vm. Mr. Catania traveled a< m'-a-' 
H'rouah the "niter 1 Staten to Montreal, '’an.i.h, 
Montreal, on anoroximatelv Januar" ! r ' • '■ • r • 

n «h ,./ih> the defendant Cotroni and the -» - *ordart ' 

,.,b 0 was hho Friend of Mr. Cotroni, vv 1 e* ..-hor- h • 
snoVftn o r a little earlier, at the v\e:-\ i 
j\nd tv>e evidence will further r> ( • 1 't 
a^nner r.o«h<no at the npsca^oro Restaur >nt in Mr.ot 
r.mvh M r.. Catania and Mr. Cotroni 1 ’’ r - 1 '» 

s c* -.leo a defendant in this case, aore -a that the de- 


1 ,-,m r u of the narcotics would he made ir ie 
nn rnn^a-'. T anuarv 10th. 


onrsuanf- to this arrangement , Mr. f'arar'.a 1 ' r 
Montreal on Saturday, the 9th o* January 1 n 71 an 1 
travel e* to Dallas, Texas, to meet with *;*'* oar-’-r, 
•rho haf transnorhed the narcotics from *hj::i ~o ' , 


namoiv. ciaudio "art-inez, am! that on the 
Tnnn , rv o 1071, Mr. Dasti left Montreal 
'-or’-, and registered at the brahe 


•=; trie •'* 
in- 1 

lf ot*. h' ir 


♦- o 
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7 h 


v ory Citv; 

The evidence will ^urbh«r show that Cat;m i 

arrived in Dallas, Texas, on the pornina of Jr. nun ■ 

i n t > ' to meet wit* Claudio M artinez, who had th nine j 

| 

v ilorr>-ams of cocaine concealed in a leather traveling 
bao; 


further, that Mr. Catania traveled wit> Claudj' 
M artine» *rom the Ramada Inn in Dallas, Texas, to ‘ v 
v ork Ci.t", and registered in the Taft Hotel 

The evidence will further show that Sunday, 
T *nuarv 10, 1071, Mr. Dasti met with Claudio Martiner. 
and ouiseone Catania, in New York Citv, and arrnnrrvent 
were made on that dav for the deliverv of the cocaine 
to take niece. 

m he evidence will further show that on Jaruar 
Ihfh, Mr. Dasti explained to Mr. Catania and Mr. M ar'-i’i 
that tho deliverv of the narcotics in New York Cit" 
would not be made to him, but would bo made to ano+-'er 
o«raon named n aul Oddo* 

and the evidence will further show that Mr. c*nta 
trave 1 ed from the hotel where he was staving, 'he ”o«-pl 
Taft, b” taxicab, to a hotel on 7?nd Street ran" Toa ' 
in Manhattan, namely the Hotel Riverside Plaza, anti C.°- 
liv^red in that hotel the nine kilograms of cocaine to 
the man n ^ ne d Paul Oddo. 


C 
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Puccio-opening 

Mow, the evidence will further show that on 
the next day, which would be January 11th, 1971, 

Mr. Catania again traveled to the Hotel Riverside 
Plaza pursuant to the instructions of Mr. Dasti and 
collected a shoe box containing $43,009 in cash from j 

i 

Mr. Oddo as part payment for the cocaine. 

The evidence will further show before 
Mr. Catania and Mr. Martinez left New York City, 

Mr. Catania made arrangements with Mr. Dasti for 
Frank. Cotroni, who would be traveling to Mexico, to 
take the remainder of the payment to Mr. Catania. 

The evidence will further show on January 
12, 1971, Mr. Catania traveled from New York City 
by airplane to Mexico City, Mexico, and met with 
his partner, Jorge Asaf y Bala, and delivered to 
him $43,000. 

1 

The evidence will further show that Mr. Catania 
subsequently met with Mr. Cotroni in Mexico City and 
received additional payment of $7,000. 

The evidence will further show that Mr. Catania 
met with Mr. Cotroni to receive $4, COO, and did in 
fact receive $4,000 which had been transported from 
Montreal by a gentleman called Guido Orsini. 


The evidence will further show that the 
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entire amount owed by Cotroni and Dasti and the others 
to Mr. Catania and Mr. Asaf y Bala for the narcotics 
was never paid. 

That, in summary, ladies and gentlemen, is the 
Government's case and the testimony that you will hear 

I would like to take a minute, if I could, and 
give you an idea of the types of witnesses that will 
be produced or give you the names of a few of the 
witnesses that will be produced to estaolish that 
what I just mentioned did in fact happen. 

First of all, Mr. Guiseppe Catania will be 
called as a witness for the Government in this case. 

I might mention a word about him right at the outset. 

Mr. Catania, of course, is, as you could tell 
from the summary of the facts that I just gave you, 
a participant in this 9 kilogram of cocaine transac¬ 
tion -- was a participant in this illicit or illegal 
conspiracy to transport and sell drugs to the United 
States and sell drugs in the United States. 

Mr. Catania is a self-confessed criminal, and 
Mr. Catania has in fact, as you will hear from the 
testimony, pleaded guilty to charges in the United 
States stemming from his activity in the narcotics 


trade. 
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Mr. Catania, as you will hear £ ron the tes¬ 
timony, has been offered the opportunity by the 
Government to plead guilty to lesser charges in 
order to obtain his testimony and his cooperation. 

Mow, I ask you, when listening to the testi¬ 
mony of Mr. Catania, to check his testimony against 
the other evidence — independent evidence in this 
case — and see if his testimony, what he tells you 
from the witness stand, is consistent with every¬ 
thing else that you hear from the other Government 
witnesses in this case. 

Wow, in addition to Mr. Catania, and Judge 
Mishler alluded to this during the jury selection — 
there will be presented in evidence in this trial 
tape recordings of conversations which ve submit 
pertain to this narcotic or cocaine conspiracy. 

We expect to show that the tape recordings 
were made by members of the Quebec Police Force, 
and that the personal telephone lines of Mr. Catoni, 
a defendant in this case, were intercepted, tnat the 
personal telephone of Mr. Dasti, also a defendant 
in this case, were intercepted, that a gambling club 
that Mr. Dasti frequented had its telephone lines 
intercepted in connection with the investigation 






\ 
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conducted by the Quebec Police Force, and I submit 
to you, and I ask you to listen to the conversations 
and compare them — the conversations which are 
recorded — to the testimony of Mr. Catania in this 


case 


I might make one comment about the recordings 
at this point. I think the testimony will bear it 
out. I ask you to listen to the recordings and to 
bear in mind as we submit that the language employed 
in these conversations is not always that obvious, 
that the terminology used is not always that common, 
that the method of communication is in fact almost 
always guarded, and I ask you to pay close attention 
to what is said in the conversations and to compare 
what is said with the other evidence in the case. 

Now, in addition to the testimony of Mr. Ca¬ 
tania, which I have already told you about, we expect 
to present some seventeen telephone conversations. 
There will also be presented for your consideration 
the testimony of various United States Government 
agents and Canadian officials — Canadian law enforce¬ 
ment people who conducted an investigation based upon 
the conversations they were intercepting and con 
ducted surveillances of the defendants and their 


i 
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associates who we allege were involved in this 
cocaine conspiracy. 

I ask you again, when hearing the testimony 
of the agents who conducted the surveillance, both 
American and foreign, to compare the testimony of 

i 

the agents to the testimony of Mr. Catania, and to 
see if Mr. Catania's testimony is consistent with 
the observations made by the agents. 

Now, my job here is to present the Govern¬ 
ment's case and to present the testimony of witnesses, 
and it is clear that the witnesses will speak for 
themselves, and that what I eay is not the testimony. 

I ask you to consider very carefully and 
listen very closely to the testimony you will hear 
over the next couple of weeks and to examine the 
exhibits which are offered into evidence, because 
it is upon this testimony and those exhibits that 
you will be asked at the end of the case to render 
a decision. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi. 

MR. IANNUZZI: If it pleases this Honorable 
Court, Mr. Puccio, Mr. Klar, Mr. Polakoff, Mr. Fore¬ 
man and Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury: 

As Mr. Puccio has so rightfully indicated, 





ft 1648 

Iannuzzi-opening 


26 


this is the first opportunity that the attorneys 
representing each side, if you consider that there 
be two sides, although there be two defendants — 
although there might be three — that the attorneys 
have an opportunity to discuss with you not the evi¬ 
dence, but what they anticipate will be the evidence 
and as I have said many times before, and I repeat 
again and will repeat at the end of the trial when 
I have my last opportunity to talk with you at the 
summation, what I say is not evidence. Nothing I 
say is evidence. Nothing that Mr. Puccio says is 
evidence, and the Court has indicated that nothing 
he says is evidence. 

We anticipate witnesses coming in with the 
evidence. 

In most instances the role of the attorneys 
is merely to gather the evidence. As I said before, 
Mr. Puccio in #avor of the Government's case and 
myself in favor of the defendant's case. We do 
not pick or choose the witnesses. We just present 
them, and it is for you to decide what the evidence 
means. Mr. Puccio has indicated that the opening 
is like a skeleton. 

It is true it is like a skeleton, and I think 
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the evidence will show in this case the entire 


3 

skeleton's spine is built around a person named 


4 

Catania. Just as you know the spine of a skeleton 


5 

supports all of the other parts of it, without the 


6 

seine you have a jumble of bones, I suggest that 


7 

the evidence will show that in this case without 


8 

Mr. Catania filling xn with evidence or with what he 


9 

says is evidence, the case has not much composition. 


10 

I suggest that there are tapes that the 


11 

Government intends to introduce. I suggest that 


12 

we will learn how they were taken and how they were 


13 

preserved, and I suggest that there will be more 


14 

to say about those tapes later. 


15 

I suggest that Mr. Puccio and I will agree 


16 

on many things -- maybe their meanings we won't 


17 

aqree about, but the factual circumstances we will 


18 

t 

aqree about. 


19 

In these recordings — if they be actual 


20 

recordings and if they can be accepted on their face 

1 

21 

value, we have, as Mr. Puccio says, vague, guarded 


22 

conversations, which are basically almost meaning- 


23 

less — they are almost meaningless. 


24 

When you hear the conversations it will be 


25 

as if you are overhearing a conversation because 

i 
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they are between other people, and you will listen 

} 

to them. 

I think the evidence will show that these 
conversations are basically without meaning, except 
if Mr. Catania explains what they mean, and that 
there may be evidence that Mr. Puccio says will be 
consistent, that is to say, by the testimony of 
agents — that will be consistent with — that with 
which — I am sorry — it will be consistent with 

that which Mr. Catania says. 

Well, it will be consistent only to the extent 

that the officers can say that they saw some people, 
but only Mr. Catania can tell you what was heard, 
what the meanings are. 

In other words, you have the bones, you have 
people being seen in each other's company, and the 
officers cannot tell you what they were talking about. 


but Mr. Catania will. 

I suggest that the evidence will show that 
Mr. Catania, himself, has been involved in well, 
the Judge said that*' we have two separate cases here 

against each defendant I suggest that Mr. Catania 

* ' „ 

was then arrested in .d^lis country, according to the 
evidence, had »a»y, svjUtf^itany cases pending against 
him or at least cop^tflfcSV® been brought against him, 
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and each of them had very, very grave penalties 
involved, and that after being arrested, the evidence 
will show that Mr. Catania agreed to testify against 
other oeoDle, including these defendants, if he would 
be given consideration concerning the very, very 
grave penalties that he was facing. 

I think the evidence will show tnat Mr. Catania 
i£' a man who actually will admit to you in this court 
that he participated in the importation or the tran¬ 
sacting of hundreds and hundreds of pounds of heroin. 

The evidence will show that he will have been 
o^rmitted to plead guilty to one case, one count, 
of a far less serious nature in consideration for lis 
testimony. 

The evidence will show that in addition he has 
been receiving support for himself and his family 
since his arrest, that he hasn't been treated like a 
criminal. He has been treated in a family kind of 
situation, with support, with airplane tickets, that 
he, in fact, the evidence will show never expects any 
serious problems to result from his activities prior 
to this case. 

In anticipation of this, Mr. Catania agreed 
to testify against these defendants, and I represent 


1 
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Mr. Cotroni, and I suggest that the evidence will 
show that he never had any background in narcotics, 
that he knew Mr. Catania in Canada in ordinary 
business dealings. As a matter of fact, he even 
helped Catania in some of his legitimate business 
dealings, and Catania did have — perhaps as a side 
line — some legitimate businesses, and that because 
he was in Mexico Mr. Catania made some arrangements 
for Mr. Cotroni to go there for vacation. He would 
get a rental agency to rent a house for him. In 
other words, make some contacts which were easier 
to be made right at the scene of the vacation than 
from some two or three thousand miles away. 

While Cotroni was there in Mexico, he continued 
to make arrangements for Catania in reference to a 
legitimate business. 

It is the making of custom shirts in Mexico. 

.ie arranged, the evidence will show, to get cloth 
and unavailable materials for Catania. 

The evidence will show during the end o' 

1970, the beginning of 1971, Mr. Cotroni did go back 
to Montreal from Mexico, did arrive back in Me.:ico, 
but not to meet with Catania, not to have any 


transactions with Catania, but for very legitimate 
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oersonal problems that had arisen, and while Mr. 

Duccio indicates all the evidence that he will pro¬ 
duce or hopes to produce, I suggest that you nay 
attention to the evidence as it is put before you 
to determine what there is that exists other than 
Mr. Catania putting each piece into place. 

Perhaps it doesn't fit there. For instance, 
you have conversations. Listen to the conversations. 
They are about suits, they are about rents, they 
are about who knows what, but they are vague and 
guarded, and Mr. Puccio has indicated one of the 
defendants was a gambler. 

I suggest that my client has been involved 
in a lottery. He had two jobs, but in addition to 
that there was a lottery because Canada did not hav<^ 
a hockey lottery, and he supplied it. Maybe that 
wasn't legitimate, but it wasn't narcotics. 

If you are involved in something not legitimate 
letting people bet on hockey games, perhaps there is 
a reason to have a conversation that doesn't spell 
it out. 

You will see that the conversations have all 
kinds of meanings. You could read almost anything 


into them. 
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It is Mr. Catania who decides to make it nar¬ 
cotics. I think the evidence will show in this case 
there aren't any narcotics. You won't be presented 
with narcotics here. You won't be presented with 
money. You won't be presented with shoe boxes. 

You will only be presented with Mr. Catania's 
interpretation in saying that this is what really 
was. 

You won't be presented with police officers 
or agents who will say that this is what happened. 
7'hey will say, "I saw people together, but I don't 

know what they spoke about." 

Catania, who is fighting to stay out of jail, 
will put it together. Not only will you be shown 
that Catania is fighting to save himself from very 
severe problems in the United States, but also it 
will become clear that Mr. Catania developed bad 
feelings for the defendant Cotroni, bad feelings 
because he had attempted to steal, to commit a fraud 
against Cotroni, and it was found out because after 
his arrest he sought help from Mr. Cotroni, and be¬ 
cause he had had thi* bad feeling Cotroni didn't 
offer him any help.' H* *>ad bad feelings. He has 
a bad situatiqn as far as the penal laws of United 
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States are concerned, and he suddenly found himself 
an opportunity to go home to his wife and five chil¬ 
dren, or four children, and that is by his testimony 
in this case. 

I suggest that you pay attention to the testi¬ 
mony and consider it, and how the case has been put 
together and where the evidence is coming from, and 
whose mouth it is coming from. 

I suggest that you just be kind enough to 
keeD your eyes and ears open and listen to the evi¬ 
dence and its full weight, and at the end of the pre¬ 
sentation of the evidence I will have an opportunity 
to again speak with you. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Mr. Klar. 

MR. KLAR: I am going to pass at this time, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: You waive the opening? 

MR. KLAR: Until the conclusion of the Govern¬ 
ment 's case. 

THE COURT: I won't allow it then. Open now 
or waive. 

MR. KLAR: I will waive my opening, your 

Honor. 


THE COURT: Opening waived. 
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We will suspend at this time. 

I ask you not to discuss this case with 
anyone when you go back to your respective homes or 
when you reconvene. 

I ask you not to read any newspapers tonignt 
or tomorrow. 

When you come in tomorrow morning, register 
down in the central jury room downstairs in the first 
floor. After you do that, come to the jury room 

adjoining the courtroom. 

The case will continue tomorrow. Come at 
ten o'clock. That means you should get to the court¬ 
house about twenty of ten, register downstairs, and 
then you will be here in time to continue the case 
at ten. I expect to start promptly at ten o'clock. 

THE FOREMAN: Do we go through here to enter 

the jury room? 

THE COURT: You go through the interior halls. 
My courtroom deputy will show you how to get out 
from the interior halls. It is important that every¬ 
one get here on time. If one is missing, we must 
wait for everyone to get here. 

The jury is excused. 

(The jury leaves the courtroom.) 


.1, 



A 1657 


35 
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THE COURT: When will you submit your requests 
to charge? 

MR. IANNUZZI: How soon do you want them 
before the charge? May I ask it that way? 

THE COURT: I would like it on next Monday, 
January 13th, at the end of the day. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I will attempt to get them all 
for you. 


MR. PUCCIO: Since the indictment here is 
similar to the indictment in United States against 
Toscanino, we won't have any additional charq 

THE COURT: There is one material difference 
that I see. 

MR. PUCCIO: There is a substantive count 
where there was only a conspiracy. 

THE COURT: This is cocaine. 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, the Gonzales case. 

THE COURT: United States against Turner. 

MR. PUCCIO: There were later cases that 
indicated to me that a kilo was a substantial amount 
of cocaine, and therefore the inference was permiss¬ 
ible. Since there is alleged to be 20 pounds in this 
case, I do not think, unless your Honor requests, 
that we would submit anything special. 

I have a bill of particulars that I have given 


to counsel that I would like filed* 
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THE COURT: All right, .leave it, and it will 
be marked. 

one thing that confuses me on the 
statutory law of Canada. The Bell Telephone Act 
was really an act to incorporate the Bell Telephone 
Company and this figure 1880, was that the date of 

the Act? 

MR. PUCCIO: I would doubt it. 

THE COURT: I know the telephone was invented-- 
MR. PUCCIO: In the 1900’s. 

I 3 this in the statute that Mr. Miranda 

submitted? 

THE COURT: I do not have them before me. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It has been mentioned many timej 
in conjunction with that particular section. 

THE COURT: I do not know what it mear.s. 

There is another act that was discussed in 
one of the cases, and I think it is Section 112 of 

the Telephone Act of Ontario. 

MR. PUCCIO: Section 24 is is the identical 

provision in Quebec. 

THE COURT: 23 and 24 of that section is 

cited, which is similar to 25. 

MR. IANNUZZI: 23 and 24 are similar to 112, 

but they are from different provinces. 
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MR. PUCCIO: In Ontario you have 112, but in 
Quebec you have 23 and 24. 

THE COURT: There is also a section 25. 

•R• IANNUZZI: That's the Bell Act, which is 
nationwide. I think there are three separate ones, 
the Dell Act and the Ontario and Quebec ones. 

THE COURT: I searched through Mr. Landry's 
opinion and Mr. Miranda's opinion, and I could not 
find the answer. 

MR. PUCCIO: I think in Mr. Landry's opinion 
he noints out the Copeland v. Adamson case and points 
out that the Quebec and Ontario Acts are similar. 

MR. IANNUZZI: The one that we are talking 
about, 1880, is parliamentary, which is nationwide. 

THE COURT: As I recall, it was the incorpora¬ 
tion of the Dell Telephone Company. I couldn't 
understand why 1880 was used. I thought it could 
have referred to anothe : method of communication 
and later when the telephone was invented, that it 
was taken over. 

MR. PUCCIO: Maybe it is telegraph. 

I think we could check it. 

TIIE COURT: All right. I cannot get any 
enlightenment here either. 


MR. PUCCIO: Do you want the date it was 
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passed? 

THE COURT: Which province passed which act. 

MR. PUCCIO: Does your Honor have the dis¬ 
covery material there? 

THE COURT: I have it inside. 

MR. PUCCIO: I believe in Mr. Landry’s letter 
he says discuss it — 

THE COURT: He just refers to the Copeland 
opinion. 

MR. PUCCIO: He also refers to the fact that 
in the Copeland opinion — 

THE COURT: All right. 

Incidentally, I start promptly at ten o'clock.. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Very well. 

THE COURT: If the lawyers are not here, but 
the jury is here, and I am here, I will bring the 
jury out, and we will sit in the courtroom with 
folded arms, and wait for you to come in. If either 
side has any application to make before the Court, 
it is to be made before ten o'clock. You decide 
how much time it is going to take. If it is fifteen 
minutes, call your adversaries and say, "Appear in 
courtroom 5 at 9:45." Let me know, and I will come 
in and hear it. 

If the jury is here at ten o'clock, I want 
them to start hearing tl(w testimony. 
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1 

MR. PUCCIO: We will be prepared at ten 



2 

o'clock to start the first witness. 



3 

THE COURT: Tomorrow I will suspend at 4:30, 



4 

but after that, I will go to 5:30, 6:00 o'clock. 



5 

MR. IANNUZZI: I have a slight scheduling 



6 

problem, which isn't a problem to me. The Fifth 



7 

Circuit scheduled me for the 22nd or 23rd of January 



8 

to argue a case. I called them and said that I did 



9 

l 

not think I could make it. I might be able, but 



10 

I had to anticipate that I wouldn't be able to. 



11 

They indicated that I would have to make a 



12 

motion, but engagements in other legal natters 



1. 

wasn ' t an excuse. 



14 

1 

Your Honor wouldn't consider relieving me 



15 

for one day or suspending the proceeding for one 

l 

1 

i 


16 

day while I get down to the Fifth Circuit, would you?! 

1 

i 

1 


17 

THE COURT: I don't see how I could avoid it. 



13 

Are you going to argue that case? 



19 

MR. IANNUZZI: I prefer not to, out they 



20 

said they require it. I said that I would submit. 



21 

I will try and make arrangements. I just wanted to 



22 

see what your Honor's -- maybe I could put it down 



23 

for a Friday? 



24 

— 



25 


1 
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read it. 


MR. PUCCI0: can I read it now and sign it 


later? 


MR. IANNUZZI: Deem it to be signed, so to 


THE COURT: All right. 

MR. PUCCIO: I Will read the stipulation: i 

-It is stipulated and agreed to by and between 
the attorney for the Government and the attorneys for 
the defendants that in the event that one Claude 
Lavallee were called as a witness for the Government, 

he would testify to the following: 

-1. He was a member of the Quebec Police 

Force during the years 1970 and 1971. 

•2. On July 7, 1970 he installed a wiretap 

on a telephone located at the /ictoria Sportinn 
Club, 837 Taschereau Blvd., Longueuil, Canada. 

The number of the telephone line was (514) 677-«272. 
The wiretap was in operation from July 7, 1970 to 

March 25, 1971. 

•3. On July 7. I ’ 70 he installed a wiretap 
on a telephone located et the Victoria Sporting 
Club, 837 Taschereau Blvd., Longueuil, Canada. 

The number of the telephone line was (514) 677-0378. 


f 
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The wiretap was in operation from Julv 7 > --97 to 


i 


June 23, 1971. 

-4. On October 20, 1970 he installed a wiretap 
or. a telephone located at the residenqe of Frank 
nasti, 4635 Clanranald *418, Montreal, Canada. The 
number of the telephone line was oriqinallv (514' 
488-0339 and later (514) 488-2470. The wiretap was 
in operation from October 20, 1970 to March 3, 

"5. On November 2, 1970 he ins-ailed a 
tap on a telephone at the residence of Frank Cotroni, 
6649 Chauvin, Montreal, Canada. ^he number o 
telephone line was (514) 256-7978. The wiretap 
was in operation from November 2, 1970 to April ?4, 


1°71. - 

-6. Or. January 9, 1971 he installed a wire- 
tan on another telephone at the residence of Frank 
Cotroni, 6649 Chauvin, Montreal, Canada. he n w.> 
of the telephone line was (514) 256 - 96 SO. The wire- 
tan was in operation from Januarv *», 1°71 to * nr2 - 
4 , 1971. 

-7. On December 11, 1*79 he installed * ’*ire-j 
tar on a telephone located at the Salon Pierre, 1 
St. Catherine, East Montreal, Canada. The number 
of t h e telephone line was (514) 842-04R2. 

I 

I 
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wiretap was in operation from December 11, 1970 to 
September 27, 1973. 

-8. On December 11, 1970 he installed a wire¬ 
tap on another telephone located at the Salon Pierre, 

17 St. Catherine East, Montreal, Canada. The ..umber 
of the telephone line was (514) 849-3865. The wire¬ 
tap was in operation from December 11, 1970 to May 

13, 1971. 

-9. On December 10, 1970 he installed a wire- 
tap on a telephone located at the re.idence of Santo 
Mandolin. 6605 Fabre, Montreal, Canada. The number 
of the telephone line was (514) 274-1114. The wire 
tap was in operation from December 10, 1970 to July 
24, 1972. 

-10. On January 9, 1971 he installed a wire¬ 
tap on a telephone located at the residence of Guido 
Orsini, 7155 Bordeaux #4, Montreal, Canada. The 
number of the telephone line was (514) 374-0449. 

The wiretap was in operation from January 9, 197-' 
to February 16, 1971. 

■11. On January 16, 1971 at 10 a.m. he in- j 
stalled a wiretap on a pay telephone located in the 
lobby ot the laup.ntian Hotel, 1130 Peel Street, 
Montreal, Canada. The number of the telephone line 
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was (514) 851-0615. The wiretap was in operation for 
aoproxinately fifteen (15) minutes. 

"The above wiretap installations enabled members 
of the Quebec Police Force to tape record all con¬ 
versations had over the above telephone lines durinc 
the periods indicated." 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is stipulated to by the 

defendant Cotroni, sir. 

MR. KLAR: It is stipulated to by the defend-^ j 
ant Dasti. 

MR. PUCCIO; We call Arthur Sedillo, your 
Honor as the next witness. 

ARTHUR M. SEDILLO, called as a witness 

on benalf of the Government havinq been first duly 
sworn by the Clerk of the Court, testified as 'ollows: 
THE CLERK: Be seated. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO: 

o Mr. Sedillo, what is your present crcuna* tc-** 

A I am an agent with the Druq Enforcement Admini¬ 

stration. 

0 For how long have you been so employed? 

A Approximately six years. 

0 What is your present office or assignment? 



*1 
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7 

8 

9 I 

JO II 

11 
12 




1 


' 


14 

15 I 

16 j 

17 | 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 || 

24 

25 


A I am the country attache in La Paz, Bolivia, 

y Now, was there * time. Agent Sedillo, during 

your career with the Drug Enforcement Administration or \ts 
predecessor agency, th« Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs, that you were assigned at the regional office at 

Mexico City, Mexico? 

A Yes, sir. 

q During what period of time were you assigned 

at the office in Mexico City? 

A From September of 1970 to approximately August - 

no,’til August 8 of 1974. 

q Now, I would liko to direct your attention 

specifically to the early morning hours of December 10, 1^70 
At that time were you on duty as an agent with the Bureau 
of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And did you conduct a surveillance during those 

early morning hours? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Where did you conduct the surveillance? 

A At the Mexico City International Airport and 

in the Mexico City downtown area. 

o Were you accompanied at that time with any othei 

U.S. - accompanied by any other U.S. or Mexican law enforce- 




/■ 
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•> ' 

mpnt people? 


I 


:i | 

A 

Yes, sir. 



t 

Q 

Can you tell us who they were? 



r> 

A 

Yes, Agent Kessler, who was with the U.S. 


4 

“ 

Customs, was 

with me and also there was a group of Federal 



7 

Narcotic -- Mexican Federal Judicial Police that are sta^ionoi 



8 ! 

at fee airport 

• 



!> ! 

0 

Now, did you have occasion at that time to 



10 1 

observe the passengers that departed from a specific flioht 



11 

that had arrived at the Mexico Citv airport? 



12 

A 

Yes. 



n 

Q 

What specific flight, if you recall, were you 



11 

surveil1ing? 




15 

A 

It was the Canadian Pacific Airline flight 



1<» 

No. 504 that 

came from Canada to Mexico City. 



17 

0 

Now, you say you did observe passenders who 



1H 

had embarked 

from this particular flight: is that correct 7 



l«. 

A 

That is correct. 



JO 

Q 

i 

Do you see anyone in the courtroom now whe 



2 . 

embarked from that particular flight that landed in Mexico 

1 


22 

City on December 19? 



2:< 

A 

Yes., sir. 



24 

Q 

Will you point to whoever it is, please? 



25 

A 

It is the second man at this table that 



r. 


V 


.\ 


i» 


;/ 


f. 
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deplaned from the aircraft (indicating) . That is the gentlej- 

man (indicating). 

(Defendant rises.) 

THE COURT: Let the record indicate that the 
witness pointed out the defendant Frank Cotroni. 

Q Now, was Mr. Cotroni, as best you can recall, 

alone or were there people with him? 

A He was with other people. 

Q And do you know who the other people are or 

were? 

A By name on the manifest that I had obtained, 

and I participated in seeing when they went to the Mexican 
Customs, identifying as the crew that had arrived, it involve^ 
two children and a younger boy I would say in his 20's, and 

I think a couple of other gentlemen. 

q Now, did you have Mr. Cotroni under your ob¬ 

servation at the airport — 

MR. PUCCIO: Withdrawn. 

q In addition to these observations at the air- 

portion did yov "ave Mr. Cotroni under observation after you 

left the airport? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you tell us what you observed at that 

time? 




A 


Yes. 
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Mr. Cotroni, accompanied by the othe- 
neople that he arrived with, were met in the waiting section 
by two ladies and a gentleman. And they all exited to the 
parking lot of the Mexico City International Airport. And 
they got into a 1969 maroon and black Chevrolet bearing 
Mexican license number BYR 88. And getting into the vehicle 
they continued on down to the downtown Mexico City area 

which is known as the ba Zona Rossa, which is Hmbergo - 

that's the name of the street — and they stopped at the 
Hotel Presidente. At this place they got out of the vehicle 
and went into the hotel. That is where I terminated my 
surveillance. 

Q Did you conduct a check at that time or some¬ 

time thereafter to determine the registered owner of the 
vehicle, the license number of which you iust mentioned? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Who was the vehicle registered to? 

A It was registered to the be Due Shirt Shop 

owned by Giuseppe Catania. 

MR. IANNUZZI: We have just been given some 

information. May I have ar. opportunity to peruse it? 

THE COURT: Yes, the jury may be excused. 

(The jury thereupon retired from the courtroom.) 

(The following occurred in the absence of 




the jury. 
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THE COURT: How long do you want? 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor please, amongst 
all the 3500 material given, this was not given. 

THE COURT: How long do you want? 

MR. IANNUZZI: IT IS THREE PAGES. 

THE COURT: Are you the gentleman who testified 

in the prior trial? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: You look familiar. 

THE CLERK: Three-page report dated January 
5, 1971 marked Government's Exhibit 3500-7. 

(Report received and marked Government s 

Exhibit 3500-7.) 


(Continued on next page.) 
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(The following occurred in the abosence of tne 


Jury.) 


MR. KLAR: Your Honor, perhaps the Court can 


request that Mr. Puccio provide me with all copies 
of discovery material. 

The document presented to Mr. Iannuzzi tms 
afternoon was not made available to me and the 
copies of the account ledgers also not made available 
to me. 

THE COURT: By available, it doesn't mean 
that the Government is required to give copies. 

when the Government gives copies as a matter 
of convenience, 3500 doesn’t require the Government 
to do anything except make the items available. 

MR. KLAR: I would suggest that they could maxe 
a copy available. 

MR. PUCCIO: We will try to do that, your 


Honor. 


MR. IANNUZZI: May I see that there are two 
references that I would ask Mr. Puccio to supply, if 
possible, that would be one in reference to paragraph (j, 
a reference to telephone calls made. 

THE COURT: Excuse me. 


All right, what you were saying — 


v 
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MR. IANNUZZI: That paragraph 6 of Government'3 
Exhibit 3500-7 refers to the toll calls made from 
Cotroni's room in the hotel and the numbers called 
will be obtained and a report of the subsequent 
memorandum, I would like to have that memorandum if 
it's available. 

MR. PUCCIO: My recollection is that I tried 
to get those toll calls but we don't have them. 

I will check again. If we have them, I will make theii 
available. 

MR. IANNUZZI: In paragraph 10, it indicates 
there was a follow-up investigation in Acapulco 
concerning Mr. Cotroni and a subsequent report was 
filed. 

I would like to have that report if available. 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, Agent Sedillo indicates that 
Agent Kessler who was supposed to write up a follow-up 
report, may not have written it up. 

If we have it, we will give it to the Court.. 

THE COURT: All right, are we ready now? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right, seat the Jury. 

(Jury present.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I proceed, sir? 
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THE COURT: Yes, you may. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. IANNUZZI (Cont'd): 


594 


6 

Q 

Mr. Sedillo, you indicate that on December l9t^ 

7 1 

you were at tne airport and saw an airplane come in; is 

8 ; 

that correct? 



A 

That's correct. 

10 j 

Q 

It would be specifically Flight 504 of Canadian 

11 I 

Pacific? 


12 

A 

That's correct. 

18 1 

0 

And you observed at that time Mr. Frank Cotroni. 

14 

A 

That’s correct. 

i5 ; 

0 

Debark from the airplane? 

ig i 

A 

That's correct. 

17 

Q 

And I believe you indicated you saw two childre 

1 H I 

A 

That's right. 

19 | 

0 

And other men? 

■JO ' 

A 

That's correct, sir. 

21 

i 0 

And did you ascertain in fact that these were 

22 

Mr. Cotroni s 

children? 

j:$ 

A 

I Dased that as they came in and checked in 

24 

to Immigration with the same as Cotroni and I assume that. 


I don't know whether or not they are his children or not. 




•,* . 






A 


1 1 

4 
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2 ; 

Q 

Did it also become part of your knowledge 


that Mr. Cotroni'a wife also arrived in Mexico City but by 

i 

4 

automobile? 


ft | 

A 

1 don't know that. 

r> 

0 

Did you subsequently see Mrs. Cotroni? 

7 

A 

I really can't tell. There were some people 

8 l : 

there that I 

assume were ~ was his wife. I don't know 

9 i 

that. 

t 

10 

Q 

All right. Very well. 

11 1 


In any event, you saw Mr. Cotroni leave the 

12 

airport and go to the El Presidente Hotel; is that correct? 

13 

A 

That's correct. 

M 

Q 

And would it be correct that you saw Mr. Cotronji 

1ft 

leave Mexico 

City again on December 31st? 

16 

A 

No, sir. 

17 

Q 

You did not see that? 

18 

A 

No, sir. 

19 

Q 

Would it be something that you became aware of? 

20 

A 

Information that was given to me, sir. 

21 

Q 

That he left December 31st? 

22 

A 

That's correct. 

23 

Q 

To go lack to Montreal? 

21 

A 

That'* correct, sir. 

2ft 

Q 

Did you ascertain what flight he left on, on 
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5 
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•; 1 

uecemuer 31st? 



A 

1 am sure I did, sir. 


4 

Q 

Do you know what it was -- well, was it 


ft ' 

Flignt 521? 



6 I 

A 

I don't recall, sir. 


7 

Q 

Do you have any idea what time it was that 

1 


H 1 

it left Mexico City? 


9 | 

A 

No, sir. 


i<) 1 

Q 

Well, may I ask you to look at the report, 350C 

-7 

ii 

and asK. you 

if the paragraph 8 would refresh your recollec- 


12 ! 

tion as to the flight number and the date that Mr. Cotroni 


i:» 

left Mexico 

City? 


14 ' 

A 

Yes, sir. But as it states, this information 


Ift i 

was given to me by the Mexican policy. I couldn't verify it. 


!« 

Q 

No, I understand that. 


17 


In any event, you determined that, like Flight 

521 

18 

on December 

31st, and you included that in your report; is 


19 

that correct? 


20 

A 

That's correct. 


21 

Q 

And during the period of time between Decern- 


22 

ber 19th and December 31, 1970 -- I'm talking aDout 1970; 


20 

is that correct? 


« 

A 

Yes. 


2ft 

Q 

Between December 19th and December 30th or 31s’ 

tL 

1 
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1 

6 
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2 

did you see Mr 

. Cotroni in Mexico City? 

3 

A 

No, sir. 

4 

Q 

Did you ever see Mr. Cotroni in the presence 

■5 il 

of a person named Catania? 

6 j 

A 

No, sir. 

7 j 

Q 

Did you ever see Mr. Cotroni — withdrawn. 

ft i 


Did you ever overhear Mr. Cotroni speaking 

9 

with a person 

named Catania and discuss narcotics? 

10 

A 

No, sir. 

11 

Q 

Would it be fair to state that your information 

12 

concerning Mr 

. Cotroni and anything he may have said or aone 

i 

13 | 

with Mr. Catania is non-existent? 

14 


MR. PUCCIO: I object. 

15 


THE COURT: May I have the auestion? 

ltt 


(Question read.) 

IT 


MR. IANNUZZI: May I rephrase the question. 

IH 

your Honor? 

19 


THE COURT: Rephrase it. 

20 

Q 

Would it be fair to say that you have no direct 

21 

information, 

no direct knowledge of any transaction or even 

22 

meeting between Mr• Catania end Mr. Cotroni? 

23 

A 

That's correct, sir. 

24 

Q 

By the way, sir, what is your native country? 


25 


A 


United States. 
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q Do you speak Spanish? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Do you speak Spanish to the extent you could 

have a conversation with someone? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Do you 3 peak Spanish to the extent you could 

have a conversation with a person named Catania? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And there were times that you had meetings 

with Catania, and did you speak Spanish to him. 


„ ;■ 

A 

Yes, sir. 



i» 

Q 

Of course, sir — well, let me ask this. 

II ! 


When you saw Mr. Cotroni get off 

the 

airplane 

ir» ! 

on uecember 

19th, did he have some baggage? 



16 l 

A 

Well — 



17 

Q 

If you recall, of course. 



18 

A 

To the best of my recollection. 

they 

did, sir 

1!) 

Q 

And do you know if he had a lot 

of 

baggage 


or an ordinary amount of baggage considering someone going 
on vacation? 

A As a matter of fact, there was quite a oit of 

baggage, what I considered quite a bit of baggage. 

<j Was it checked in with Customs, do you know? 

A I don’t know. All the time I saw the baggage 


■i "S 
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was when it was going into the lobby airport area. 

q Would it be fair to state that you don't 

have any information concerning whether Mr. Cotroni brougnt 
in some shirting material? 

A Wo, sir. 

I 

q That would be fair to say? 

A Yes. 

Q In any event, sir, you say that you have been 

with the — as a special agent with the United States Govern¬ 
ment for how long, sir? 

A Approximately seven years. 

q And as part of your capacity with the 

United States Government is to be an investigator. 

A That's correct. 

q And as a matter of fact, you received training? 

A Yes, sir. 

q You received training to the extent that when 


you iuwiatl 7 *te to obtain evidence, if possible? 


That's correct. 


g And to obtain evidence, if possible, toward 

the end of having evidence that might be used in Court? 

A That's correct, sir. 

q And you have beer, trained to preserve eviuence 


in such a fashion that would be acceptable in Court? 


I 






A 

Q 
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Sedillo - cross - Iannuzzi 
That's correct. 

And as part of your obligation, you have to 


file reports? 

I 

A That's correct. 

0 You do follow this procedure and do follow ! 

reports? 

A That’s correct. 

q I am going to ask you if you will be kind 

enough to look at Gover-enfs Exhibit 3500-2 and determine 
if in fact that is a report that you filed in connection 
with your official duties on behalf of the United States 

Government. 


A That’s correct, sir. 

q It is? 

A That's correct. 

q And does your signature appear thereon? 

A Well, a photostatic copy. 

Q Is it a photostatic of your signature? 

A Yea. 

q After the report was filed, sir ma - 1 

that? 

A Certainly. 

Q After the report was filed, was it also counter 

signed by your regional director? 


A 


That's correct. 
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10 
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2 

Q 

File with, in connection with an 

investigation 

j 

toward the end of possibly debriefing a person 

about in- 

4 

formation? 


| 

_ 

5 

A 

That's correct. 


r i 

Q 

And the information, sir, that's 

contained in 

7 

this report 

_ X will let you again look at it 

, if you 

H 

will, and you can keep it there with you — is 

the evidence 

9 

— withdrawn. 


10 


Are the statements contained in 

that document 

11 

statements 

that you took from one Pino Catania 

or Guiseope 

12 

Catania? 



13 

A 

That’s correct. 


14 

Q 

Were they taken to the best of 

your ability? 

ir> 

A 

Yes, sir. 


1H 

Q 

Were they reported as accurately as you remem- 

17 

ber? 



1H 

A 

Yes. 


19 

Q 

Are the things stated there in 

that you recol- 

20 

lect that 

this person stated to you? 


21 

A 

That's correct. 


22 

Q 

Did you in any fashion attempt 

to change his 

2 :» 

meaning? 



24 

A 

No, sir. 


2. r » 

Q 

Did you in any fashion attempt 

to change 
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anythinq that he said to read something other than what he 

said? 


A No, sir. 

q And, sir, did you have any difficulty whatever 

in understanding and speaking to Mr. Catania without an 
interpreter, sir? 

A We are going into areas, to answer your ques¬ 

tion, there is a bit of terminology that I might use and he 
might use so other terminology and I wouldn't quote him 

exactly. 







q For instance, if he might say a person or a 

guy, you might say an informant or a suspect or something 
to that effect; would that be correct? 

A Wo, sir. 

q He might use some other language, however, and 

you, if you had any difficulty in understanding would you 
speak to him further until you believed that you understood 

him complete? 

A That's correct. 

q Whatever you put down was after you imde a de 

termination that you understood what he said? 

A That's correct. 

^ You had certain experience dealing with and 

taking information from people who on occasion you had 










/ 


1 
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2 I 

difficult understanding? 


3 j 

A On occasions, yes, sir. 


4 ! 

Q However, taking all of this into consideration 


5 I 

wnen youmade this report, is it a true and accurate report 


6 

of what Mr. Catania said to you? 


7 

A To the best of my recollection, yes, sir. 


| H ; 

Q Of course, this report was made very shortly 


9 

after he told you these things? 



A That's correct, sir. 


u ! 

MR. IANNUZZI: I have no further questions. 


12 j 

your Honor.. 


13 

MR. KLAR: I have no questions, your Honor. 


14 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I have a few questions 


15 

on redirect. 


1H 

i 

THE COURT: Proceed. 

17 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

18 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 

19 

Q Let me direct your attention again, Mr. Sedillc 

>• 

20 

to Government's Exhibit 3500-2. 

1 21 

A Yes, sir. 

22 

Q As you have already testified, that’s a report 

23 

of your interview with Mr. Catania on a certain date; is 

24 

that correct? 

25 

A That's correct. 

| 

II 




/ 
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q Is the language that is used in that report, 

your lanquage or Mr. Catania's language? 

A It's really my language. 

•j For instance, you use the words "important, 

violator" in that report. 

A That's correct. 

That's a law enforcement term, is it not? 

A that's correct. 

Q Is that something — is that a term that 

Catania used or is that your own terminology? 

A That is ray own terminology. 

Q And this report was written subsequent to your 

interview with Mr. Catania; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And did you include in that report word for 

word what Mr. Catania said or his the report a summary of 
what he said? 

A A summary. 

U And did you write down in that report aevery- 

tning that Mr. Catania said or did you just write down in 
the report what you thought was important for your purposes? 

A That’s correct. 

Q Which is it? 

A I just wrote what I thought was important, sir. 



I 
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q Now, did you experience any difficulty at 

all in understanding Mr. Catania? 

A Well, not really,except that terminology, 

Spanish language is different than in Mexico or South America 
and when we get into that area, we correct out situation 
and make sure what he was trying to say and what I was 
saying, that we were in the same freguency. 

Q Did you ever find it necessary to use the 

assistance of an interpreter in speaking to Mr. Catania. 

A No. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have no further questions. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I have one or two, sir? 

MR. PUCCIO: I'm sorry, I have one other ques¬ 


tion. 


16 BY MR. PUCCIO: 


How long is that report, Mr. Sedillo? 

It consists of 17 paragraphs. 

Well, how many typewritten pages are contained 


20 in the report? 


Eight. 

Eight typewritten pages? 


Do all of those typewritten pages pertain to 


2ft your interview with Mr. Catania? 
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That's correct. 


MR. PUCCIO: No further questions 


Rfc.CROSS-t X AM IN AT ION 
BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

q Now, Mr. Sedillo, did you, in addition to 

conversations, have documents that you showed Mr. Catania? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And did you in fact show him some documents 

and account books of a person named Asaf y Bala? 

A That's correct, sir. 

Q And after looking at those documents, was it 

your impression that there were narcotic transactions re¬ 
corded in those books? 

A I couldn't really establish that, sir. 

g You couldn’t say yes and you couldn't sa'/ no. 


It might be? 

A It might be. 

0 As a matter of fact, there were various entries 

of money and so forth about which you asked Mr. Catania? 

A That's correct. 

Q was it a fact that — I will withdraw that. 

0 Now, you indicate that the word "important 

violator" was your word? 
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That's correct, sir. 

However, in putting important violator, wu 


didn't make that fact up, did you? 


q So that when you put important violator 

well, let me rephrase that. 

You said that when you had some difficulty 

with, sat, the Spanish — Mexican and different accents, 
is it not, different accents, the same language and different 


idioms? 


That's correct. 


q When you had a difficulty with Catania, you 

, Md e every effort to get on the name frequency with him; 

that's the word you used? 

A That's correct. 

q So that when you were on the same frequency 

with him, it was your effort to in fact get every essence 
of the words and language that he was using? 

A That's correct. 

q And when you put in important violator , although 

those were your words, basically what he sard to you was 
that this fellow Buchetta whom he knew a long time ago who 
was a nobody became a big violator, meant he was a big 


25 


transactor of narcotics? 






Iannuzzi 


17 
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r.oc 


■U , : t:. 

Alt? ou'jii he did/,' t use those - or^ i cnat 
l.>si act of what h*- said to you? 

A lie used those words. 

'J !>o important violator were hi/ ./ores? 

h -ot violator , out in Spanish it would mea' 

ti ■ • a me thin 3. 

1 So that he said it in Spanish and t iis is 

1/ i.haL said? 


«V it v* i 


lidn't say violator. he .ai Internationa 


ti 1 f icK-!r . 


Traffic;.er. 


In otner words, ho was somebody oalin-j in a 
'm a iv in narcotics? 

A Right. 

'hat's the essence of what ho n 1 , violator 

a ti uf fiob ■ :r? 


That's correct. 

m also stated to you that Hart . oz , a person 
" I ■ ■ I il'i.i.i/., was one of Asaf's inportan* ,n roin couriers, 
>ho h. LoLl you chat? 

1 i<el 1 -- 

<1 ihay I show you this? 


* <■: 
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q I think it's already underlined. 

A That's correct, sir. 

q Not only did he tell you in that report, but 

he also identified this same fellow in another report wnioh 
3500-$ 7 did he not? 

A -jhat's correct, sir. 

q And so, not only did he tell you — not only 


did you report that as having been told to you once, you 
reported that that was told to you on more than one occasion?! 

A That's correct, sir. 

q And by the way, sir, although these are eight I 

pages of documents, this isn't all that he said to you, is itj? 
A That's correct. 

o But it is the essence of what he said to you.' 

A That's correct. 

q And he said these things to you? 

A That's correct. 

q And you understood everything that he said 

before you put it down here; is that right? 

A That's correct. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Tour witness. 

MR. PUCCIO: No questions. 

MR. KLAR: No questions. 

THE COURT: The Jury is excused for 10 minutes. 
If you want to go for coffee, you may do that. 

(ftecea* taken.) 


T 
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THE COUOT: Are we ready to proceed on the 
cas'* on trial? 

MR. PUCCIO: I would like to call Mr. ^H.lc 

back for a few questions. 

.. a,k him to come in. 

THE COURT: All riqht, asK 

Seat the jury. 

. . VQ nlare in the iury box.1 
(The jury then took its pla .- 

_ ... riaht , Mr. Sedillo recalled. 

THE COURT: All nqnt, m- 

MR. PUCCIO: *es, Y° ur Honor * 

u s e D I LL O. havinq been orev.ousjy 

ARTHUR M. 

a ♦-#»«;tifv as follows: 
worn , continued to testi y 

redirect examination 
by MR. PUCCIO: 

q HT. Sedillo, you Indicated in response to a 

. received information 
question by Mr. Iannuzzi that you had re 

• had left Mexico City on ne center 31, 
that Mr. Cotroni had le 

by airplane; is that correct? 

A That is right, sir. 


HOW did you independently check that, check 


on that information? 


A That is correct, sir. 

0 HOW did you qo about checkinq it? 

A I went to the Mexican Federal Judicial Ponce 

of f ice at the Mexico City International Airport and was 


i 






1 
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2 1 

i 

, list of the plane concerning — 

shown the plane manifest list 0 

1 

0 And did the manifest list indicate that a 

4 

. Frank Cotroni had left Mexico City on 
passenger named Franx i-otiui 

s 

December 31st by airplane? 

6 ! 

A No, sir. 

7 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, may we 

H i 

have a sidebar? 

9 ! 

THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 

10 

(The jury left the courtroom.) 

11 1 

the COURT: What is the purpose of this? 

12 ' 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, your Honor, Mr. lannuzzi 

n | 

was given a copy of Agent Sedillo's report and the 

14 

report reflect, that Mr. Sedillo received inform..:on 

15 

from the coaimandatator that Mr. Cotroni had loft 

16 

Mexico on December 31st. 

17 

NOW that was not brought out on direct bu¬ 

1H 

rner. was a question on cross-examination according 

19 

to the report, end it goes further, that Mr. sedillo 

20 

checked the manifest and he didn't find the name 

21 

Frank cotroni but he found the name Frankie Santos, 

22 

which is known to be or is supposed to be an alias 

2:1 

of Mr. Cotroni. 

24 

So I believe that I have the opportunity now 


’ to inquire into the specifics of Mr. 
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examination of that manifest and his following up 
of that information. 

Now I didn't bring it out, counsel brought it 

out on cross-examination. 

THE COURT: What is the significance of using 

an alias? 

MR. PUCCIO: The narcotic conspiracy, accord¬ 
ing to the indictment, began on December 1, 1970 
and this is December 31, 1970, within the period 
and after Cotroni had been offered the narcotics 
by Catania. 

THE COURT: What proof do you have that the 
defendant used the name Santos? 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, I don't. 

THE COURT: I didn't hear that he left under 
an assumed name. 

MR. PUCCIO: I want to show either he le*t 
under an assumed name or as far as this witness 
well, this witness was asked the question, and I can 
get the reporter to read it back, something to the 
effect. Did you determine that Mr. Cotroni left 
well, he was asked to testify whether he determined 
that fact, and I am entitled to inquire how it was 
determined. 
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THE COURT: That sounds fair enouqh. 

What do you say about that? 

MR. PUCCIO: Let us have the question rean 

back; maybe that will be easier. 

(At this point the reporter, Mr. Karr, indi¬ 
cated that Mr. Miele had reported the cross-examina¬ 
tion by Mr. Iannuzzi of the witness Arthur M. 

Sedillo.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: We don't have it here, your 

Honor, but if it were read — 

THE COURT: I recall you asked even about 

the flight number. 

MR. IANNUZZI: And I asked him whether Mr. 
Cotroni left and I was interested whether he knew 

if he left and he said he did. 

THE COURT: You asked him more than that. 

MR. IANNUZZI: No. 

MR. PUCCIO: Also it was brought out that 
Mr. Sedillo didn't see Mr. Cotroni leave but he re¬ 
ceived informat on and he determined 
MR. IANNUZZI: That he left. 

MR. PUCCIO: On the basis of that information 
THE COURT: All right, we will wait, and let 


us get it 





/ 
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•) 

(At this point Mr. Karr, the reporter, noti¬ 


:i 

fied his office that Mr. Miele was wanted in Judge 


•» 1 

Mishler's courtroom.) 


r» i 

1 

THF pour'": What other proof do you have 


i 

that at the time Cotroni used the name of Santos’ 


' 

MR. PUCCIO: May I have a minute, your Honor? 


8 1 

THE COURT: We still have not determined 


» I 

whether we are going to turn the newspapers over to 


10 

the jury. 


ii 

MR. IANNUZZI: No, and maybe we can look 


12 

throuah them meanwhile. 


i:i 

(Mr. Michael J. Miele then entered the court- 1 

n 1 

’-oom.) 


,r> j 

'’’HE COURT: Will you read the question that 


10 

sounded something like. Did you determine that he 


IT 

left Mexico City although vou didn't see him leave 


,H I 

Mexico City? 


l!> 

MR. MIELE: Your Honor, I'm sorry, I brought 


:'o j 

up the wrong notes; I brought up the morning notes 

21 ; 

instead of the afternoon. 

‘ , 2 

i’HE COURT: Can you just call up and tell ’.s 

2:t 

what it is? 

21 

MR. MIELE: I can call here and I car. read 

2'* 1 

them to Mr. Karr and he can read them back to you. 

1 


I 


* 0 
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(Mr. Miele then left the courtroom.' 

THE COURT: If I allow the question, I think 
it is important that you ask questions that will ad¬ 
vise the jury as to what a manifest is. 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, I will do that. 

Then I'll just go on and ask 
MR. IANNUZZI: No,I think that creates an 
inference which is unnecessary and prejudicial. 

THE COURT: Then we will wait and see if Mr. 
Iannuzzi asked the question about: 

Did you get information that he left, and I 

will allow you to ask — 

(At this point the phone in the courtroom rano 

and Mr. Karr, the reporter, repeated in the courtroom 
the cross-examination of Mr. Sedillo by Mr. Iannuzzi 
concerning that Mr. Sedillo should look at the report 
and the questions following.) 

THE COURT: All right. 

Now the only basis for the question is th» 
question by Mr. Iannuzzi where he asked Mr. Sedillo 
to look at the report, and then the question \s. 

So you determine that he left Mexico cif on 

December 31st on flight 521. 

Now the question you want to ask is with 
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reference that you want to show his name is not on 
the passenger list. But how does that explain how 


he knows? 


MR. PUCCIO: But there is another name and 


that — 


the COURT: I don't think so. 

I will sustain the objection. I think it can 
only be interpreted as being that he used the name 
Frank Santos, and unless you have other proof to tie 
this defendant up with Frank Santos and having Frank 
Santos on the passenger list and not having Frank 
cotroni. then I don't see how that proves it. 

M». PUCCIO: We don't have other proof, hut 

we have a good faith belief based upon what the 

Canadian police officers tell us. 

THE COURT: I'm sure you do, but that is not 

enough. 

MR. PUCCIO: Ml right. 

THE COURT: It probably was him, that is 
probably if his name was Santos, but that is not to 

say that it is he. 

Now seat the jury. 

,« 3,55 P.m. the 1>ry took Its olace in the 


jury box.) 
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THE COURT: All right, you may proceed, Mr. 

Puccio. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have nothing else, sir. 

THE COURT: Anything further, Mr. Iannuzzi, 
any more questions? 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I just have one more moment? 
THE COURT: Surely. 

(Mr. Iannuzzi then conferred with def~r.^ 
counsel.) 

i 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I have that report, nlease? 
MR. PUCCIO: It is right there 'indicating). 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

O Mr. Sedillo, when you went to determine if in 

fact Mr. Cotroni left Acapulco — withdrawn — left Mexico 
City on December 31st, you indicated that vnu had to check 
this out because in fact you didn't actually see him or 

the plane; correct? 

A That is correct, sir. 

Q And so you went to the airport and you deter¬ 

mined from the manifest the names of the nersons on the 

manifest; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And did you in addition ascertain from some 

official there whether or not they in fact saw Mr. Cotroni 
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get on the plane? 

A Yes. 

o And of course they said he did? 

A That is what they told me. 

0 !iv the way, who made ud that manifest? 

A I would not know. 

o Someone in Mexico City, I assume? 

A That is correct. 

Q Someone working for the airline in Mexico 

City? 

A That is correct. 

THE COURT: A manifest is a passenqer list? 
THE WITNESS: Yes, your Honor. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, sir. 

Q That is a list of the people on th*» olane; is 

that right? 

A Yes. 

0 And did you determine that the name Frank 

rotroni was not on the list? 

A That is correct. 

0 Did you however determine that a name Frank 

Santos was on the list? 

A That is correct. 

0 And did you also determine in your investiga- 







ft 1698 

619 

1 
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2 \ 

tion that Mr. 

Cotroni's name is Frank Santos Cotroni? 


3 

A 

That is correct. 


4 

Q 

And is it not a Mexican custom that a person 

5 

carries both 

his mother's and father's name? 

1 

6 

A 

Together at the time, yes, sir. 


7 | 

Q 

Yes. However, in ordinary reference to 


8 i 

person you refer — withd-rawn. 


9 


And the first name, say for instance it 

. 

IS 

10 

Vasquez Hernandez, then that would mean that the first name. 

H 

Vasquez, would be the name of the father, and Hernandez 

12 

would be the 

name of the mother; right? 


13 

A 

That is correct. 


14 

0 

And that is the custom? 


15 

A 

Yes, sir. 


16 

1 Q 

However, when you refer to that person 

ordi- 

17 

narily, without a great deal of formality, you would 

refer 

1 

18 

to the name 

of the man as Mr. Vasquez? 


19 

A 

Correct. 


20 

Q 

So in other words the custom is that you refer 

21 

to the person by the first name and the last name or 

the 

22 

first of the last name; is that correct? 



23 

24 


A That is correct. 

q And so a Mexican who would meet Mr. Frank Santos 

cotroni would call him Mr. Frank Santos? 





A 1G99 

Sedillo-recross 




t> correct, probably* 

MR. IANNUZZI: No further questions. 

MR. PUCCIO: No questions. 
the COURT: Anything further? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Withdrawn. 

)Y MR. IANNUZZI: 

0 And if a Mexican or a Spanish person were to 

. iust have a memorandum of who 

write somebody’s name down and iust 

__ vrank Santos Cotroni, he would 
it was and saw his name as I rank banco 

w rit<? Frank Santos. 

^ probablyr sir. 

MR. IANNUZZI: ^o ur witness. 

THE COURT: Anything further? 

MR. PUCCIO: Nothing, if Your Honor pleases. 

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you. 

(The witness was excused.) 

THE COURT: Next witness. 

„r. PUCCIO: I Will call Mr. Barnard Couture. 

oarnARD COUTURE. called as a witness on 

behalf of the Government, having been dul/ 

by the Clerk of the Court, testified as follows: j 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

RY MR. PUCCIO: ! 

0 MT. Couture, by whom are you presently emolov"1. 
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<521 


6 i' 

7 | 

8 

9 I 

10 j| 

11 | 
12 | 

13 | 

14 

15 

16 j 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


A I am employed presently by the Quebec Police 

) 

Force of Montreal. 

Q What is your official title with the Quebec 

Police Force presently? 

A I am a corporal. 

O For how long a period of time have vou been ro 

employed? 

A I have been employed by the Quebec Police 

Force since 1964. 

Q What are your present duties with the Quebec 

Police Force? 

A Presently I work for the Quebec Crime Probe 

Commission in Montreal and I work there as an investigator. 

Q And for how long a period of time have you been 

working for the Quebec Crime Probe Commission? 

A Since June of 1972. 

Q And prior to that — 

MR. J'.ANNUZZI: May I just interrupt and ask 
if your Honor would be kind enough to ask the witness 

to speak a little more loudly. 

THE COURT: Try to speak a little more loudlv. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, your Honor. 

Q Prior to your assignment with the Quebec Crime 

Probe Commission, what were your duties? 
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n I was assigned between 1965 and 19^2 bv 

neputv Director H. Patenaude from the Quebec Poi\ce Pot ce to 
analyze all information that came through electronic sur¬ 
veillance, and bv electronic surveillance I mean room bugs, 

I 

wiretaps or any electronic means. | 

q Now, during the period of time that you a 

this assignment pertaining to analyzing information obtained 
through electronic surveillance, you had occasion, did you 
not, to work on various wiretapping projects; is that cor¬ 
rect? 

A Yes, sir. 

o And included in the wiretappinq projects that 

you worked on were the so-called veqar projects: is that 
correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

n The Vegas projects were denominated Vegas IB, 

1 

_ c -s o q ii an d 12* is that correct. 
Veoas PT, Veqas 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, il ana i-t. 

A That is correct, sir. 

o And these code numbers corresponded to various 

wiretap installations; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 B y the way, Mr. Couture, did you work with any 

other ptemhers of the Quebec Police Force on these wiretapp.nh 
projects? 
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2 

A Yes, sir, I did. 


:t 

0 Whom did you work with? 


)r 4 

A I worked with Mr. Lavallee and Mr. Oaube. T 


A 

1 

1 

was assigned to analyze the information upon the Vegas nro- 


6 

1 

jects with Mr. Oaube. 


t ?! 

0 Now do you know what Mr. Lavallee's role was 


“ 

in the Vegas projects? 


9 

A Mr. Lavallee was the one that took care ab r 


10 

the hookup on the line. I mean he was to put the wires to 


ii ! 

the line. 


12 

q You are saying that he actuallv effected the 


i3 | 

installation of the wiretaps? 


11 1 

A That is correct. 


15 j 

0 And would you give the Judge and the ladies 


Hi | 

nnd gentlemen of the jury a descriptlonof the equipment that 


17 1 

, M used or the apparatus that was used in connection with 


18 | 

these wiretaps? 


19 

A Yes, sir. 

I 

20 

THE WITNESS: With your permission, may 1 Ujp 


21 

my notes, please? 


•M 

THE COURT: Surely. 


2:1 | 

A On Vegas 1-B and Vegas 1-PT, which is the 


* 24 

Victoria Sporting Club located in Lonjueuil, Quebec, which 


25 

was the Victoria Sporting Club, we had down there two Robert 

\ 

1 
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recorders, there were two lines, two lines specif ica • 1 
one line was 514-677-9272 — that was a commercial line — 
and there was also a public line which was 514-677-0378 — 

0 These are two telephone lines located at r .e 

Victoria Sporting Club; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. And on our end we had to rent an 

apartment to get those lines into the apartment, so that 
we could interceDt the calls, and throuqh the lines were 
installed two automatic starters, lines to a Roberts 
recorder for each line, so it makes two automatic starters 

and two Roberts recorders. 

Q Now, the automatic starters in the Roberts 

reporters were hooked to the — 

A The Victoria Sporting Club lines. 

q — the Victoria Sporting Club lines that you 

have just described? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Do you know how they .were hooked? 

A Yes, sir. The line was hooked up into the 

starter — there are two wires, wires for each line, you 
must have two wires, which they called Tip and Ringsid", 
so we put the two wires into the starter and we connected 
the starter to the recorder and as soon as somebody h^ked 
off the line from the Victoria Sporting club there is a 
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voltage change done into the starter which activates the 

I 

recorder. 

q So you had to have a telephone line for two 

telephone lines that you have just noted connected to an 
automatic starter and in turn connected to a tape recorder 
A Yes, sir. 

q And the difference in the voltage on the line 

would cause the automatic starter to start the tape recorder; 
is that correct? 

A Yes, sir, as soon as somebody takes the line 

q As soon as the receiver was picked up the 

tape recorder would start? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And you had been working with this equipment 

prior to 1970; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And would I be correct in stating that the 

Victoria Gporting Club wiretappings were installed on July 
7, 1970? 

A Yes, sir. 

O So you had some years experience l*»fore this 

particular installation? 

A Since 1965, sir. 


0 


Now, where were 


the tape recorders that were 
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used in connection with these first two wiretappinqs located? 

A In an apartment that we rented. 

0 And was that apartment anywhere in the vicinity 

t- >« victoria Snortino Club? 

... 

A Yes, sir, a few blocks from the Victoria Sport- 

inn Club. 

o Now, you also are familiar with the orodect 

denominated Veqas 3, which was a wiretap installed on a 
telephone located at the premises or the residence of M r. 
Frank Dasti; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

O And are you familiar with Vegas 5, which was 

a wiretap installed at the residence of or on a telephone 
located at the residence of Mr. Controni? 

A Yes, sir. 

o And are you familiar with Vegas 7 and « wire- 

tanpmos installed on telephones located at the nrer- 

Of tho Salon Pierre? 

A Yes, sir. 

o q And are you also familiar with Vegas Owhich 

was a wiretap installed on a telephone located at the .ome 
of one Santo Mendolia, and Vegas 11, another wiretap on the 
telephone at the home of Mr. Cotroni? 


A 


Yes, sir. 


tl 
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2 i 

! 

Q And finally Vegas 12 which was a wiretap in¬ 



stalled on the telephone located at Mr. Orsini's residence 


4 

A Yes, sir. 

| * 

q Now, did you personally work on each one of 


6 ; 

these wiretap operations? 


I _ 1 

7 

A Yes, 3 ir, I was the one who was attached to 


1 * | 

those projects, I was the only one attached to them the 


9 

first time. You see, originally the Vegas proiect began I — 


10 

when the Vegas project began I was assigned by K • Patenaude 


11 j 

to be the only one, but after a certain time because of tne 


12 | 

expansion of the project Mr. Patenaude assigned Corporal 


i:i j 

. 

Oaube — this vas around the middle of November '70 or the 


14 j 

beginning of December *70 — and at tnat time Mr. Oaube was 


15 

told not to listen to any tape without me being there. 

| 

IB 

Q All right. Now, so far as the Vegas 3, 5 


17 

let me just direct your attention to Vegas 3, 5, 7, 3, , 


18 

11 and 12, were they hooked up in the same way, were wire- 


10 

tapping installations placed in the same way as Venas 1-B 

j 

20 

and Vegas PT, which were located at the Victoria Sport ng 


2. 

Club? 

I 

1 

22 

A No, sir. 


22 

0 Tell us as best you remember how the other 

j 

24 

seven 1 were hooked up. 


25 

A Those las* seven projects were installed into 

1 

I 


> 






u- 
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th, Quebec Police Force headquarters, we didn't have to 


I 

us say we were recording all calls inside j 


rent a place. 


the Quebec Police Force headquarters. 

Q so as far as the seven additional wireta-s are 

concerned, the tare recorders themselves were located m ; 

the ouebe- Police headquarters? 

A Yes, sir. 

q hnd you were able to record conversations ove' 

these telephone lines through ah electronic-mechanical hoobue. 

let us say? 

A Yes, sir. 

o without going into the details of it? 

A Yes, sir. 

o But there was a mechanical arrangement which 

enabled you than rather to rent an apartment aed -dace 
tape recorder in this apartment nearby, such as the ones 
done in Vegas 1-B and Vegas PT; is that correct, sir? 

A That is correct, sir. 

0 now, whet type of recording enuioment was used 

i„ connection with Vegas 3, 5, ?, 8, 9, U » - 

R We used a Uher Boyale de luxe machine and - 

q Is that » tape recording machine? 

A Yes, sir. 
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3 i 
II 

4 i 

5 

6 II 

7 I 

8 |l 

i 

9 ! 

10 
11 1 

12 I 

13 

14 

15 
10 


(Indicating) 

A 

Q 

pointing to? 
A 

starters? 

A 


Is it similar to this machine right here? 

Exactly, sir. 

This (indicating) is a Uher deluxe that I am 

Yes, sir. 

And did you also in addition use automatic 


17 ! 


18 

19 

20 II 

21 


22 

23 

24 


Yes, sir — it is not exactly an automatic 
starter to this machine, we attach what we call an Agustumat, 
that is a voice operating relay, and it is connected to this 
machine and it is worked with the sound — well, let us say 
if I left up my line and as I talk, as soon an thcre 1<5 1 

sound the machine goes on. 

q It is voice activated? 

A Yes, sir. 

q now, let us turn, Mr. Couture, to your role 

during the Vegas operation. First, generally, tell us wnat 
your routine would be while these wire tappings were in 

operation. 

A My first routine was to first of all take the 

machine and install it for the project, then it was to — 

Q To hook it up to the line? 


A 


Right 
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4 . =» van#, on the machine ar^ 
m h «>n I had to put a taoe on 

, f ter a while I ha, to wait for the tc - • 

Then I took off the tape, put another 

listened to the tape that I took off the -chine. 

o Now therefore — these wire tapping met alia 

tions of course were made over a period of 
* Yes, sir. 

o But at one time there was approximate- n-e 

A Yes, sir. 

o (Cont'o) - workino at the ■ time: >« th " 4 


correct' 


Yes, sir. 


0 NOW, you didn't listen to these recording as 

they were heinh made on.ll nine of these tape recorders. d<d 


you? | 

A sir. because I was all alone at first and 

there was the project., it was impossible for me to 

to each call, so we had to reqister the call and as s~on 

nrnipet and listened 

1 had time I took off the tape on the p ■ 

to it and then took off a lot. UW— the information that 
wc had. then went to another project, took the tape, leaned 

in the information, and so on. 

nue — that was the 
Q So — i am sorrv, continue 

wav it was done? 


, 



* 


V 



1 
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2 j 

A 

Yes, sir. 

3 

0 

So when a tape was completed — in other words 

4 j 

vou would take 

that tape off and put on a new tape on the 

ft 

tape recorder; 

is that correct? 

6 | 

A 

Yes, sir. 

7 

Q 

And then you would listen to each tape that 

8 

had been made 

— 

9 

A 

Yes, sir. 

10 

Q 

— on each machine? 

11 

A 

Yes, sir. 


Q 

Did you listen to the entire tape? 

13 j 

A 

Tne entire tape, sir? 

14 

Q 

Did you listen to every tape, let us call it 

1ft 

every original tape — 

16 

A 

Each original tape — 

17 

Q 

— made on every machine used in the Vegas 

18 

projects? 


19 

A 

Yes, sir. 

20 

Q 

Did you personally listen? 

21 

A 

Yes, sir. 

22 

Q 

Now, what would you do after you had listened 

23 

to a given tape? 

24 

A 

I was to analyze the information, I was to loq 

2ft 

in the tape. 
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Did you in fact do that? 

Yes, sir. As a matter of fact w» considered 


that there was three types of phone calls, one which was no* 
pertinent at all, one that had some pertinency, and the one 


that was very important because all the information that ve 
got from a tape was not logged in. 

I will do some examples because I know my 
Emlish could be very poor. 

So as an example let us say Mh. Dasti calls a 
restaurant on -- he calls somebody and he says, I am go'nq 
out to eat at such a place tonight. 


because* — 


Now, this kind of information won’t be logcrod 


fica11v? 


When you say "logged," what do *cu mean so«c- 


|\ 


It won’t be typed, it won’t be typed, I won’t 


out the information on record. 


Say if he calls Chinese, for Chinese food, he 
calls the restaurant, he says, I want an order of such and 


such a thincr. This won’t be logged. 


Now, is a log essentially a typewritten summar 


of a conversation? 


Yes, sir. 


Or an observation made of a conversation' 


I 



1 
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2 j 

A 

Yes, sir. 


:i 

Q 

And did you personally tyoe up these loas? 


4 

A 

Y«s, sir. 


5 

Q 

Yourself? 


6 ! 

A 

Yes, sir, with Mr. Oaube when he was with me. 


7 

Q 

It was either you or Mr. Oaube under your di- 


8 

rection? 



9 j 

A 

That is it, sir. 


10 j 

Q 

Now, you said that certain calls weren’t ev»-. 


11 j 

recorded? 



12 i 

A 

No, sir. 


V.) j 

0 

In other words, a log wasn't made if someone 


14 

was ordering 

Chinese food, you didn’t even bother indicating 


15 

that on your 

summary that a call was made? 


16 

A 

Yes, sir, because we had so much projects it 


17 

wasn’t possible for us to type up all the information; this 


18 

was useless 

information. 


19 

Q 

All right. Before I interrupted you you in- 


20 

dieted there 

were three categories of conversation, you have 


21 

given us the 

first, which is the unimportant, which is not 


22 

recorded — 

which is recorded but there is no loo made. 


23 

A 

Yes, sir. The second category could be of 


24 

j 

some importance; an example, Mr. Dasti called in to *r. 

11 


25 

Cotroni and 

1 

he says, I am going to meet you at such a time 


\ 


* / 
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at such a place. This would be logged in but wo wouldn't do j 
a master tape of it. 

0 All right. We haven't got to the master tape 

vot, but you would write in a summarv of certain conversations? 
A Yes, sir. 

0 So vou would type up a little report n f t >ie 

incident of that conversation, what you thought there was 

that was important of that conversation. 

A Yes, sir, a summary of that conversation. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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Q 

Now, what is the third category of conversation? 

2 i 


A 

It is what we feel a very important converse- 

3 

tion, 

one which was the best for us. Then we made a summary 

4 

of — 

a summary or even a word by word. 

•*> i 


Q 

Now, are you talking about a word by wo ... 

6 ! 

transcript? 

| 

7 


A 

Yes. 

8 


0 

Now, as far as the actual tar-s themselves 

9 

were 

concerned, did you retain every tape that was made in 

10 | 

i 

every one of theae projects? 

11 


A 

No, it was impossible, sir. 

12 



MR. IANNUZZI: Objection if your Honor ole?so. 

13 


That 

is not responsive. 

14 



THE COURT: Strike it out as not responsive. 

15 


Q 

The answer is you didn’t retain every tane that; 

Ifi 

was 

icade? 

Is that correct? 

17 


A 

No sir. 

18 


Q 

However, you did retain certain tapes? 

19 

that 

correct? 

20 


A 

Yes sir, I did retain the conversation, not 

21 

the 

1 

original tape. 

22 


0 

I am sorry. Can you tell us what you did with 

23 

respect to 

certain conversations that were tape recorded on 

24 

the 

original tapes? 


Yea air. I said when we judged that there was 
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2 

important call made X too* the original tape and trans¬ 

:* | 

ited the - let's say on the original tape there was 16 ^ 

i : 

calls — 

5 | 

THE COURT: incidentally, -hen this witness 

6 

, a fhat thev were important conversa- 
says that he judged that they wex 

- 

‘ 

,, h . ve no effect on the jury. This was 
tions it should have no 

8 1 

a selective process. And just because this witness 

\) 1| 

says I think it is important, there is no reason tor 

10 

H ll 

you to accept that. You are the ones who will 

ultimately decide whether it is, or whether 

12 ! 

material or relevant. 

\:\ 

MB. IANNUZZI: I£ your Honor please, may I also 

14 

reguest that the witness testify in the first person 

IT) 

as to what he did as opposed to "we"? 

Hi 

THE COURT: What you did. When you say we 

17 

j ami earn Up WAflt tO KnOW Wtl3t 

it might mean somebody else. 

IH 

.mwa-iv ^pstifv to what you did. 
you did. You can only testily 

lit 

the WITNESS: Yes, your Honor. 

30 

THE COURT: What you heard. 

•31 

THE WITNESS: Yes, your Honor. 


_ when I judged there was an important call on 

■j: 

the original tape I was to take a brand new tape that 

1 

we called a master tape and register the good conver- 

*>l 

, sation to the master tape. 






<r 
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2 1 

I mean by that, let’s say, if I have the 

4 

. 

3 | 

original tape and there is 20 calls in it and there is 



II 

4 

only one which I judge very important — I didn't 


J 

keep them because we would have kept millions of them 


• 

6 j 

_ so I kept only -- I transferred the conversation 



7 

that was on the original tape to another tape. 


I 

1 H 

THE COURT: You took it off the original tape? 



9 1 

THE WITNESS: That is it, sir. 


- 

10 

0 How did ysu do that, Kr. Couture, electronically 



n 

Did you tape record in fact certain conversations? 



12 ! 

A Yes sir. I take another machine. I have two 



in j 1 

machines. It takes two machines. 



14 1 

0 So that by u^ing two tape recorders you would 



is j 

preserve on another tape, a master tape, certain conversa- 


* 

lb 

tions that were on the original tape? 



17 

A That is correct, sir. 



18 

0 Now, you were asked to bring certain master 


1 

t 

19 

tapes to Court today? 


- 1 

20 

A Yes. 


* 

| 

THE COURT: Excuse me. And the original tapes 



22 

did you reuse them for other conversations? 



23 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 



~ 24 

THE COURT: So that the conversation that was 


- 

2 r i 

on there was erased? Is that right? 

1 


\ 
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erase the conversation ?nd 

THE WITNESS: We erase tn 
then we reuse it. 

THE COURT: And those conversations on the 

original tapes are no longer available? 

the WITNESS: No sir. 

. „ . taTje you in effect erased 
q By you reusing a tap y 

t.,7 t« that correct? 
hat was on there originally? Is tn 

A Yes. 

0 were you asked to bring certain master tapes 


ith you today? is that correct? 


Yes sir 


Do you have them with you? 


Yes . 


„H. PUCCIO: Can you produce the*. Pl«^ ? 
your Honor, may I have these marked? 

THE COURT: Ves, let them be marked. 

Are they in the right order? 


MR. PUCCIO: Mark them this way (addressing 

clerk). 

the clerk: Three tapes marked Government's 
HRhibits 36, 37 and 38 for identification. 

(Articles referred to, being three tapes, we 
received and marked Government's Ekhrbrts 36, 
respectively for identification.) 
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0 now, I have placed in front of you, Mr. Couture, 

Government’s Exhibits 36, 37 and 38. 

Would you please identify each one of these 

exhibits for us? 

A Yes sir. Exhibit 36 is of tne master tape oi 

Vegas project IB and PT, which is the Victoria Sporting 
Club. All pertinent — mil important calls that were 
intercepted from the Victoria Sporting Club are on this. And 

by all I mean not only for this case. 

q All right. In any event you selected certain 

die from the original tape and you recorded them onto that 
tape? 

A Yes sir. 

q Now, what is the next exhibit? 

THE COURT: May I know about how many conversa-j 
tions are on Exhibit 36? Well, pertaining to this 
case, Mr. Couture, how many conversations are 

contained v 'hin Exhibit 36? 

MR. IANNUZZI: May we have a moment please 

with you. Judge, at the side bar? 

THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you very much. I am torry. 
(The jury thereupon retired from the courtroom. 
(Th. following occurred in the absence of the 




/ 
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jury.) 


MR. IANNUZZI: May I just suggest, sir, that 
for purposes of our trial it is not necessary to .met 
to other cases or tapes that have to do with other 
cases. Although they are there we do not have to 
refer to them. He knows what he is talking about. 

T think it is an unfortunate reference and might 
becloud the record. 

THE court: Are you talking about my question 
or Mr. Puccio's? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, I was specifically 
referring to Mr. Puccio picking up the language or the 
witness who said there are important conversations 
not only about this case, as if to say there are 
some calls about other cases. I don't think we should 

have testimony of other cases. 

THE COURT: Try not to 

MR. PUCCIO: I am leading the witness, your 
Honor, just so we stay away from the other -- 

THE COURT: Don't talk about any other case. 

My question was asked to show that many 
conversations are not on the tape. I wanted the 
witness to approximate how many ffctal conversations. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I have no objection to that. 


V 



Judge. 
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a 


THE COURT: Out of the number that he retained 
out of all the conversations. I would rather he 

didn't say important conversations. 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, he can refer to conversations 

selected by him. 

THE COURT: The conversations that he discarded 
or he took no note of, tint's e little different. I j 
do not want hie evaluation as to whether they are 
important or material. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Would your Honor be kind enough, 
although I know the witness is still here, to direct 
your remark to him that he shouldn't refer tc 
"important" and not refer to "other cases." 

THE COURT: You understand the mere fact you 
think it is important is not testimony. The jury 
decides whether it is important or whether it is 
material. So when you refer to these conversations 
just talk about these conversations as Vegas or PT, 
or the conversation that you retained out of the 
phones at the Victoria Sporting Club. Any of that. 

MR. IANNUZZIt And not refer to other cases. 

THE COURT: And not refer to other cases, yes 


MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 
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i 


•> 1 


j t-o tne courtroom. 

(The jury thereupon returne 

, ! COOTOK* . S,V 

, i duly sworn, resumed the stand and testify farther 

as follows: 


« i 

j 

t j 

H I 

i* j! 
m | 

11 i 

12 

it 
15 

Hi 
17 

IH j 
lit 
20 
21 

25 


direct examination 

by MR. PUCCIO (Continued): 

0 now. Mr. Couture, for the record agarn, 

j. soecific wiretap? Is 
Government's Exhibit 36 pertains to spec 

that correct? 

A ics. 

0 Again which wiretap is that? 

A The Victoria Sporting Club. The two line* « 

the Victoria Sporting Club. 

taP e would be conversation: 

Q Oh, on that master tape 

taken really then from two wiretaps? 

A That is correct. 

0 Vegas 1-B. which was the business telephone 

of the Victoria Sporting Club, and Vegas PT, which war the 

A Yes sir. 

. . i-raitide the conversations 

0 so that tape would include tn 

.... -» ““ 

A Yes sir. 

0 Taken from the original and recorded onto 
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5/i r*ss 


I 

\ 

i 


li 

:» 

4 

5 

6 i 

7 


9 

10 
U I 
12 

13 

14 

15 
1H 

17 

18 

19 || 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Exhibit 36, which is a master? 

A Yes. 

q nov, identify Exhibit 37 for us, olea^e. 

A 37 is Vegas roaster tape for Venas 3 project, 

which is Mi. Dasti's residence. 

q That is a project pertaining to Mr. nasti’s 

residence? 

A That is correct, sir. 

q And contained of course on that tape are 

versations that were not discarded but were transferred -oro 
the master — transferred from the original by electron^ 
means to that masterj is that correct? 

A Yes. 

q What is contained in Exhibit 38? 

Exhibit 38 contains all conversation calls 

fron ve,.. 5 and 11, which is Mr. cotroni-s residence. 

q so that tape would include telephone calls 

. - over the two phones located at 

from the two phones — made over one 

Cotroni's residence? 

A Yes, sir. 

g And these again are conversations that you 

retained andhave recorded on to a roaster tape rather than 

discard it? 

A That's right, yes, sir. 
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Q Mow, Mr. Couture, were you asked to preoare 

a transcript of certain conversations for this case? 

A Yes, sir. 

q You were told — you were requested by the 

U.S. Attorney's office to prepare a transcript, is that 
correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 bid you in fact prepare a transcript of 1? 

conversations? 

A Yes, I did, sir. 

MR. PUCCIO: Can I have this marked, please. 
Your Honor, doyou mind if we mark th\s with 
another number? It has a 3500 number on it. Well, 

I guess it deem't matter. 

THE COURT: Well, for identification at this 

point. It doesn't matter. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I have the number? 

MP. PUCCIO: It. is 3500-3. 
q I show you Government's Exhibit 3500-3. 

Will you examine that document, olease. 
(Witness examines document.) 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Have you examined it, Mr. Couture? 

A Yes. 
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Q Tell us first generally what that is. 

A This is the conversations, calls which were 

intercepted from the Victoria Sporting Club, Mr. Cotroni's 
residence, the Laurentian Hotel, and Mr. ^asti's residence. 

Q By the way, is there a conversation that was 

intercepted at the Laurentian Hotel included in the exhibits 
in front of you, the master tape? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 


Yes, sir. 

Which exhibit is that included in? 

It is in Exhibit 38. 

That would be a tape record — 

Yes. I am sorry; it is 37. 

37 would be the tape that contains calls ro-\ 
ceived at Mr. Dasti's residence — made or received at r. 

Da«*-i’s residence? 

A Yes. 

q Now, thir book. Exhibit 3500-3, is a collection 

of 17 transcripts, is it not? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And did you personally prepare those transcript 

or assist in the preparation of those transcripts? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

q And they are transcripts ot 17 separate conver¬ 


sations, are they not? 
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A Yes, sir. 

0 Mow, are the conversations fror which th«so 

transcripts are made contained in Government s Exhibits 

37 and 38? 

A Yes, sir. 

O Now, are those transcripts a word-for-word 

recitation of each one of these seventeen tano recorded 

conversations? 

A Yes, sir. 

o How do you tnow that, Mr. Courturer 

A Because I did it myself with a few other cor- 

stables of the Quebec Police Force or the FCM members. 

o When you say you did it yourself with the 

these other people, what did you in fact do ’n ~rder t 


Hi j 

produce or 

prepare Government’s Exhibit 

3500-3, that 

booV 

17. 1 

in front of you? 



18 | 

' 

A 

I did the word by word of 

each nhone call 

H* 

| 

thar were 

on those exhibits. 



•20 i 

Q 

You said you did the word 

bv word? 


21 

A 

Yes. 




0 

Does that mean you would 

listen to the 


2:» 

nations? 




24 

A 

Yes, sir. 



2. r i 

Q 

And write down what was said? 



4 
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Yes, sir. 


9 Well, did you listen to it and write it - cv ' 

as the voices were .peeking, or did you have to stop the 
tape recorder, write down a few words, start the tape re- 

corder and back up? 

A That is it, yes, sir. 

q Now, can you testify 

MR. PUCCIO: Withdrawn. 

o in Government's Exhibit 3500-3, there are 

conversations - there are transcripts of conversations 
which were originally in English; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And can you testify that a word-fcr-word 

transcript of the English conversations appears in the* ex- 


hibit? 


Yes, sir. 


q And that is based upon your listening to var 

tons tape records contained in Government's Exhibits 36, 


and 38? 


Yes, sir. 


q Now, included in that exhibit are also tran- 

. . w 0r p in Frerch; is that correct 

scripts of conversations that were 


0 


Yes, sir. 

New, are the transcripts themselves word for 





1 


wo^d ip French? 
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:» ! 


l 


6 1 


9 

10 
'I I 
12 
i:t I 


A Yes, sir. 

o Was that done by you in the same way that the 

English transcripts were done? 

A Yes, sir. 

o By listening to the tapes and then writing 

down each word? 

A Yes. 

q As you heard it? 

A Yes, sir. 

q so I suppose you listened to these tapes nan- 

times in order to do that? 


it : 

A 

A lot of times. 

1 

15 

Q 

Now also on Government's Exhibit 3500-i "> 

Hi 

is contained 

a translation, is there not? 

17 | 

A 

Yes, sir. 

1H i 

0 

Of the French conversations? 

19 

A 

Yes, sir. 

20 

n 

And who prepared that translation? 

21 

A 

It was done by staff's Sergeant Jarnaer o* tie 

22 

RCMP and mvs>-lf. 

25 

n 

You say you participated in producing these 


,’t 


translations? 







649 
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You speak French of course? 
Yes. 


Q And have you ever in the past listened — orior 

to this Vegas project, have you ever listened to tape recorded 
conversations in French produced as a result of wire taps? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have experience in translating French 

conversations overheard by electronic surveillance? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you testify that that translation that 

appears in Government's Exhibit 3500-3 is a word-for-word 
translation of the French that also appears above it? 

A Yes. 

q In that exhibit? 

A Yes. 

q Now, can you indicate, Mr. Couture, which con¬ 

versations, and the conversations I believe are numbered, 
which conversations are in English and which conversations 

are in French? 

A Number one is in English and it is an Fnglis i 

conversation between Paul Oddo and Frank nasti. 

THE COURT. Isn't it obvious from looking at 
the exhibit that some conversations were in French, 
and where they were they are translated and all the 
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others are in English? 

MR. PUCCIO: Fine, your Honor. 

THE COURT: You concede that, don't vou, 

Mr. lannuzzi? 

MR. IANMUZZI: Certainly, your Honor. 

0 Now, was there any conversation, any entire 

conversation or any part of a conversation in Italian. 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Now, was that, did that consist of many vordn 

or "just a few words or what was it? 

A It was just a few words. 

q A few words here and there? 


Yes. 


Do you speak Italian? 


go those Italian words were not translated bv 


/ou; is that correct? 


RCMP . 


q Who were they translated by? 

A They were translated by Constable Morro "-he 

THE COURT: Is that Royal Canadian lous.r 1 
Police? That is what you call the RCMP; i* tb’‘ ru- 
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


4 
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q Were you present when Mr. Mrrro translated, 

listened to and translated those words? 

A Yes. 

q Now, let me direct your attention now to the 

persons who were speakers in the seventten conversations - 
withdrawn. 

Have vou ever heard Mr. oasti's voic', 1r * 

Couture? 

' A Yes. 

q And have you heard Mr. nas.i's voi'’? oricr 

to the Vegas projects? 

A Yes, sir. 

q On how many occasions, approximately^ 

A Numerous occasions, sir. 

q And are you familiar with MR. Dasti's voire? 

A Very much. 

•q now, when you listened'to these seventeen 

conversations were there any, was there anv voice tha, 
were ""able to identify as being the voice of Mr. Frank Fasti , 

the defendant in this case? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And whenever Mr. Dasti's voice was identified 

by you, did you indicate in Government's Exhibit 3500-3, 
the hook that you produced for this trial, did you indicate 


that? 



n 


: 
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> j 

jj 

A 

Yes, sir, I did. 

:t 1 

O 

Are you f*»iliar with the defendant Frank 

4 ■ 

Cotroni's voice? 

r» 

A 

Yes. 

6 

Q 

And were you familiar with Mr. rotroni's voice 


prior to the 

'/eqas project? 

8 

A 

Yes. 

9 

Q 

And in the seventeen conversations, js ther€ * 

1U 

a speaker that you identified as Mr. Frank Cotrom? 

11 1 

A 

Yes. 

.2 I 

Q 

Are you sure that that is Mr. Cotroni? 

n 

A 

No doubt in my mind, sir. 

14 

Q 

And whenever you heard Mr. Cotroni's voice. 

IT) 

vou so indicated in Government's Exhibit 3500-2; is that 

' 

Iti 

correct? 

' 

17 

* * 

Yes, sir. 

18 

Q 

So you identified either Dasti ~ r ^ r * ( ot.r n 

19 

as beinq the 

sDeaker? 

20 

A 

That is correct. 

21 


MR. PUCCIO: I would like Mr. Couture to 

22 

step 

down for just a minute, and I would like to 

22 

call 

Mr. Tobin from the Drug Enforcement Administra- 

24 

tion 

. 


A 


MR. IANNUZZI: Mr. Tobin is 


hero all the 




V 
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* 

time. I don't know if it is necessarv. 

MR. PUCCIO: Just on a few questjons of voi :e 
identification. 



THE COURT: Suppose you go into the corner 
with Mr. Iannuzzi and Mr. Klar and discuss it. 

MR. PUCCIO: All right. 

(At this time Mr. Puccio, Mr. Klar and Mr. 
Iannuzzi conferred out of the hearinq of the ^ourt 
and jury.) 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, we can make it easier 
Will you step down, please, Mr. Couture. 

I will call Mr. Tobin. 

MICHAEL TOBIN, havinq been first duly sworn, 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT' EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO: 

Q Mr. Tobin, by whom are you emoloyed? 

A Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Q For how long have you been so employed? 

A Approximately sixteen months. 

Q And prior to that what was your occupation? 

A An agent with the United States Customs. 

0 For how long a period of time? 


25 


A 


Approximately four years 





I 
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) 

Q 

Now, Mr. Tobin, I direct vour attention 

Jl 

t 

(lovp rnmen t' s 

Fxhibit 3500-3. Will you examine that exhibit 

i i 

please. 

• 

ft ! 

A 

Yes.- 

<i ; 

o 

no vou recognize that, Mr. Tobin? j 


A 

Yes. 

H I- 

Q 

is that a transcript of seventeen converse- 

9 

tions? 

. 

10 1 

A 

Yes, sir. 

II 1 

0 

Are vou familiar with it? 

12 1 

A 

Yes, sir. 

Kl | 

Q 

Have you read it? 

i 

14 i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

ir, | 

O 

Prior to coming into court today? 

i« 

A 

Yes, sir. 

17 

n 

Now, have you also listened to seventeen 

1H 

1 

recorded conversations? 

- 

19 

A 

Yes, sir. 

20 

Q 

That would be the seventeen conversations 

21 

which i, contained in dovernmenfa Exhibits 56. 37 and "? 

22 

A 

That is correct. 

2.1 

0 

Now, are you familiar with the voice of Ir. 

24 

Paul Oddo? 


•if 

1 j 

Yes, sir. r 


i 



I 1 




p 


* 


1 ! 

2 i 

3 | 

4 ' 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 | 

23 

24 

25 
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O And you have had occasion in the past to sneak 

with Mr. Oddo? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Are you also familiar with the voice of 1.. 

Anthony Vannicur? 

I 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And have you had an opportunity to speak to 

Mr. Vannicur? 

A Yes, sir. 

q In listening to these seventeen conversations 

MR. IANNUZZI: I don't think Mr. Vannicur 
is a defendant or a named conspirator. 

MR. PUCCIO: I ask that it be taken sublet 

to connection, your Honor. 

THE COURT: I will allow it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Subject to connection, sir? 

THE COURT: Suhject to connection. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 
q Now, listening to the seventeen conversation* 

did you in fact hear the voice of Mr. Oddo and Mr. Vannicur? 
A Yes, sir. 

\ 

0 Were you able to positively identify Mr. »rtdo's 

voice and Mr. Vannicur*s voice? 

A Yes, sir. 


1 









o 


A 1735 

Tobin - direct 


656 


And did you compare the conversations in which 
appears the individual you identify as «r. Oddo with the 

transcripts contained in Government's Exhibit Vi00-3? 

A Ye3, sir. 

q And did you compare the conversations in whxc* 

you identified Mr. Vannicur as the speaker with the tran¬ 
script denominate? Government's Exhibit 3500-3? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And is Government's Exhibit 3500-3 a vord- 

«- nf Mr oddo's voice and Mr. Vannicur s 
for-word transcript of Mr. ooao s 

voice on the telephone? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I would ask Mr. 

_ t ui il call Mr. Morrow who 

Tobin to step down and I will can 

is out in che hall. 

MR. IANNUZZI: If Y° ur Honor please, I w-uld 
assume that the proper procedure would be if 
is cross-examination of Mr. Tobin that we complete 

him and call the other. 

THE COURT: No, I am not *sure of th.it. 

is only to establish a basis for the introduction o 

the tapes. 

* 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, I understand. 

THE COURT: If there is a voir dire, if 
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think there is a basis for a voir dire, then I would 
think you would start with Mr. Couture. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I would say with this witness, 
so we wouldn't have so many interruptions. 

I would prefer to finish one at a time. 

MR. POCCIO: Perhaps we can do it in reverse 

order. 

Now, Mr. Morro will be very short and perhaps 

we car start with him. 

MR. IANNUZZIx May I concede that Mr. Morro 

knows Italian and whatever he translated — 

THE COURT: That it is an accurate transcrip¬ 
tion? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: Then we will dispense with Mr. 

Morro. 

Then I offer into evidence Government's Exhibits 
36, 37, 38 and Government's Exhibit 3500-3. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi, is uiere any objec¬ 
tion to it, in addition to those objections previously 

made and stated on the record? 

MR. IAMNUZZI: Well, since I haive made objec¬ 
tion, I just indicate for the record I continue the 
same objections that I have already made. 



- 
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THE COURT. Yes. we understand that. 

You. Mr. Klar, take the same position? ! 

MR. KLAR: Same objection. 

the COURT: NO other objections? 

MR. KLAR: No other objections. 

MR. IANNUZZI. We have made complete objections. 
the COURT: I understand that. 

The exhibits may be marked. The only exhibit 
we didn't talk about was the transcript, aside from 
the objection which you already made which would 
carry over to the transcripts, and do vou have any 

additional 3500-3 objections? 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is the transcript. 

MR. PUCCIO: we only offer in Government's 
Exhibits 36. 37 and 33. these seventeen conversation, 
contained in the transcript, and nothin., else. 
the COURT: I understand that. 

MR. IANNUZZI, My objection has alreadv been 

wade. 

the COURT, Yes, and of course it relates to 

a. vnnw if vou make ar.v 
the transcriot but I want to know it 

additional objections to the transcripts. 

MR. IANNUZZI: NO. 

MR. KLAR: No. 


; 1 
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THE CLERK: Government's Exhibits 36, 37 and 
38 previously marked for identification marked in 
evidence, and Government’s Exhibit 1500-3 previously 
marked for identification is now marked in evidence 
as Government's 39. 

MR. PUCCIO: I ask Mr. Tobin to step down 
from the witness stand and I ask that Mr. Couture 
replay certain tapes. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Just in respect to ordmar" 
procedure, should we not perhaps cross-examine 
before we do that? 

THE COURT: Well, let me explain this, the 
ordinary procedure would be for Mr. Ruccio to com¬ 
plete his direct which includes the playing of the 
tapes and then full cross-examination. That is why 
I asked if you wanted a voir dire and that would 
be prior to the marking of the exhibits into 

evidence. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I do this, could I lust 

confer with you and Mr. Puccio at side bar 

THE COURT: No, I think it is easier if the 

jury withdraws from the courtroom. 

MR. IANNUZZI:, All right. 

(The jury withdrew from the courtroom at 
4:55 p.m.and the following occurred out of hearing 
of the jury.) 




A 1739 

Tobin - direct 

MP. XAHNUZZXs Your Honor, the o...V -hint? 

„ uU w,nt to indicate that I had intentiona durinc 

my defense in chief to bring a man, a taoe ten 

T don't know if that would be part of the fir 
dire, but if it is I «uld Uk. to reserve it for 
iateron. X don't want to interrupt this. I would 
bring in a tape man Just to listen to the tapes and 
confirm the fact that these things have been put 

together. 

the COURT: well, that would be on vour case. 
MR. TMJNUZZI: That is what 1 mean. 

THE COURT: There is no question about that. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Then I won’t go into a voir 

dire in reference to it. 

I will just put the man on later. I wanted 

to preserve that aspect of it. 

THE COURT: No question about that, the 

quality, the accuracy, anything to do with the tapes, 

the condition, how they pl.Y »ac*, what is lost, 

is always fair game. 

MR. PUCCIO: How long do you plan to sit 
tonight,your Honor? 

THE COURT: I had planned to sit longer but 
! have another matter at five o'clock. 
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MR. PUCCIO: If your Honor is going to sit 
later than five we will set up the tapes. 

THE COURT: I can't because I have another 

matter at five o'clock. 

MR. PUCCIO: Then I do not think there is 
any point in setting up ear phones and all the para¬ 
phernalia. 

THE COURT: All right. We will call them in 
and we will suspend. 

Tomorrow morning you will distribute copies 
of the 3500-3. 

MR. PUCCIO: Every juror will heve an ear 

phone and a copy. 

THE COURT: Before ten o'clock? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 

MR. IANNUZZI: In connection with the ns r 
phones, vour Honor, this machine has an audio speaker 
and it can be heard and it is audible and I am 
wondering because now we are going to be using 
wireless, battery operated head phones and I am 
saying I do not think it is necessary. 

THE COURT: I can tell you this, I tried to 
listen to these tapes and I can't hear them from 
that speaker, but wh*n I put ear phones on, and T 
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hsve used them, the reception is improved S00 per cent 
I don't care if it is heard on the speaker 
at all, but you will qet ear phones too. You will 

see the difference. 

MR. IANNOZlIs I understand that. 

MR. PUCCIO: These have been used reoentlv 
before Judqe rostantino with qood results. 

THE COURT: I couldn't hear it from that 

speaker. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I lust didn't want to qet into 
a situation of ear phones and are they transmittinc 

the frequencies and all that sort of thinq. 

THE COURT: I don't know what the frequencies 

are and I am not conscious that it is an\ differ., 
than just listeninq to the tape, whether it is 
throuqh the speaker in the player or whether it is 

throuah ear phones. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I miqht say this, 1 have seen 
people unbelievably, they do it in New York, they 
do it riding a bicycle or walking in the street and 
they have these things popped over their ears and 
they are radios, so that theae mechanists can pick 

up different sounds. 

THE COURT: Pick up sounds other than tie tape? 


/ 
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MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: That cannot happen, and we will j 
have speakers and if Mr. Iannuzzi cares to he can 
listen to the speaker with one ear and listen to the 
ear phone with the other. It cannot be any different. 

THE COURT: Mr. Couture performed a miracle 
if he carffl- ftlin ; tram that tape — 

MR. IANNUZZI: I was suggesting the possibility 
and I am just doing this in levity, that there he 
little tape recorders inside the ear piece and they 
will be listening to different conversations. 

THE COURT: You can examine all the ear phones 

and you can have the expert do it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I just didn't think it was 
necessary if you have all the ear phones and make a 

whole production out of it. 

THE COURT: I don't think the speaker is necess¬ 
ary but the ear phones are. 

All right, I will excuse the jury. 

(The jury entered the courtroom at five o clock. 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen* of the jury, 
we will suspend at this time. The lawyers agree 
there is little sense in starting the playing of the 
tapes at five o'clock but tomorrow morning each juror 
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will get a copy of this transcript which is now marked 
Kxhibit 39 and ear phones so that you can hear the ter 
a* they are played and you will he able to follow the 
tapes more easily; but the important thing is that 
the tapes which you hear is the evidence. The tran¬ 
script that you get is just for a guide. Of course 
when it comes to the French part of it and a few 


s 


Italian words, then you make a determination as to 


whether the translation is accurate based on the 


testimony thus far given. 

Do not talk about the case when you reassemble 

tomorrow. 

Do not discuss it among yourselves. 

I expect that we will start promptly at ten 
o'clock. I am sorry I cannot give you any word on 
the newspapers. I asked you not to read the news¬ 
papers and I asked you not to watch any news programs 
on television or radio broadcasts. If the news pro 
oran comes up I expect that you will just turn it 
off and listen to some entertainment. It is not 
because I believe there is any likelihood of proba- 
oility, but I am a little overcautious and I do not 
want you to be influenced in any way by anythino 
that might be occurring or be the subject of comment 


by newscasters. 
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If there is any chanqe in the readinq of news¬ 
papers I will let you know. So far do not read any 
newspapers and it will probably be a relief for you 
for the next few days. All we hear alout is unem¬ 
ployment and possibility of war and renewal of the 
war in the Viet Nam area. While you are sitting 
on the jury you cando without that. 

I will see you tomorrow morning and we ill 
start promptly at ten o'clock. 

Good night. 

Just one moment. Alternate No. 2 said he had 
a particular problem. You said that your wife may 
go into the hospital? 

ALTERNATE NO. 2: Yes, on the 14th, your honor. 

THE COURT: Would it require your attendance 
at the hospital? 

ALTERNATE NO. 2: It is a matter of getting 


her there. 


THE COURT: Well, we will wait until then ^ 
we will try to work it out then. 


(Trial adjourned to January 10, 1975, at 


10:00 a.m.) 


v 
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THE CLERK: ^he United States of America against 

Frank Cotroni and Frank Dasti, case on trial. 

(The following occurred in the absence of the 


jury. 

MR. 1ANNUZZI: May I address the Court? I 
just have been thinking over the evening, sir, ar.a 
in conjunction with my request of yesterday afternoon 
as to the witnesses and the tapes, since Mr. Puccio is 
not going to play all of these tapes, in other words, 
they are not really going to be a direct part of 
Mr. Couture's testimony but will be played throughout 

the trial thereafter — 


MR. PUCCIO: I will be recalling Mr. Couture 

from time to time. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, yes. 

So what I thought was since this is going to 
be in bits and parts of Mr. Couture's testimony, and 
Mr. Tobin is an open witness, maybe we can dispose ii 
at least this part of the testimony up to this point 
and continue comfortably with the tapes and the 
introduction of the separate tapes later on, but at 
least we can get rid of the cross-examination up to 

that po-nt. 


MR. PUCCIO: We have already offered the tape^ 


and received them. 
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THE COURT: Why can't you play all the tapes? 

MP. PUCCIO: Because we are trying, your Honor, 
to keep the chronology. The tape recordings were 
made on different dates in December and January, 
in between certain tapes there were surveillances 
areas, and for the jury to understand — well, if we 
play a tape and then the surveillance and then nla' 1 
the tape, another couple of tapes, then the surveil¬ 
lance, in that way we keep the chronology. 

MR. IANNUZZIs What I want to do is to dispose 
of that aspect of the initial part of putting the 
tapes together and then we can go from there and handle 

each piece as we go along. 

MR. PUCCIO: I object to an interruption o‘: it 

at this point. 

THE COURT: I won't allow that. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It is going to be interrupted 

all along, that is the point. 

THE COURT: But there is a chronological 
sequence to the way the Government wants to offer it 
it makes sense. 

MR. 1ANNUZZI: I understand that, air, but i r 
the District Attorney — the United States Attorney 
can object to breaking up the chronology, ther. -i :ht 
I make an objection to breaking it up, too, and ther. 
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all the way through. 


this way we are 


having a choppiness. 

HR. PUCCIO: We are offering the evidence on 
our case. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I understand. 

THE COURT: If he listens to it he can say, 

I heard this and I heard that. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Right, right. But I just want 
to get the initial stage out of the way and we don't 
have to come back to it. They have heard certain 
testimony then they are going to hear all types of. 
tapes, et cetera, et cetera, then I will cross-examine, 
it is going to be rather confusing on cross-examination< 
THE COURT: No, it won't. 

MR. KLAR: I would like to make an application 
at this time to suppress tape recording Nos. 9 and U 
of Government's Exhibit 35-3 on the grounds that they 
contain privileged communications between the defendant 
Frank Dasti and his wife, which communications are 
protected by Section 2517, Subdivision 4 of Title 18, 
United States Code. 

THE COUKT: Are you going to play any of those 

now? 


MR. PUCCIO: Which? 

MR. KLAR: Nos. 9 and 11. 
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MR. IANNUZZI: This is between the wife and 
the husband. 

THE CLERK: That is Government’s Exhibit 39. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That's Government’s Exhibit 39. 

MR. KLAR: I am sorry, I didn't krow whether 
they were going to be played now, I assume they are 
go in'- to be played today. 

I will point out that no other participants are 
in that conversation except Mr. Dasti and his wife. 

THE COURT: When did you get the tapes, when 
did vou get the transcripts, when were you first 
aware? 

MR. KLAR: Of these, I think around November 14th. 

There have been other questions that have been 
raised — 

THE COURT: Why didn't you raise it up until 

now? 

MR. KLAR: Well, the question of the suppression 
of the tapes had been raised as a whole as to whether 
or not they are inadmissible, and I felt the objection 
continued until the point that the tapes oitfit to bo 
introduced into actual evidence as if the witness was 
going to come in and testify on his own knowledge and 
that he overheard the conversation. 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, your Honor yesterday asked 
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if there are any objections to the tapes and there 
were no objections. 

In the first round of recordings we won’t offer - 
THE COURT: That is all I am interested in. - T 
will consider the other question and you car. submit 
a brief on it. j 

Seat the jury. 

MR. PUCCIO: The defendant should submit a 

brief? 

THE COURT: What? 

MR. PUCCIO: Is the defendant to submit a brie f i 
THE COURT: I want both to submit a brief. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Oh, what is that, sir? 

THE COURT: Mr. Dasti — Mr. Klar, Mr. Klar will 

submit a brief. 

MR. IANNUZZI: All right. 

MR.PUCCIO: All right. 

THE C ’o' T: Particularly on the question of 

timeliness of the motion. 

I think there comes a time when you make all 

your motions and this is it. 

Seat the jury. 

(The jury took its place in the jury box.) 

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 
MEMBERS OF THE JURY: Good morning. 
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THE COURT: We will continue now where we 


suspended yesterday, and that is to listen to some 
tapes. 

MP. PUCCIO: I would like to just call Mr. Coutvjrc 
to the stand for a minute. 

THE COURT: All right. 

UARNARD COUTURE, having been previously sworn ,| 
continued to testify as follows: 

THE COURT: You may proceed. 

You may be seated, Mr. Couture. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO (Continued): 

0 Mr. Couture, I would like to direct your atten¬ 

tion to a conversation, to conversation No. 1 in Government’s 

V 

Exhibit 39 in Evidence. 

A Yes, sir. 


0 Is that a conversation between 

THE COURT: Incidentally, I ask the ;iury not 
to look at any other transcript than those referred to, 
take them in order, just one, but don't go beyond it. 
Please. 


o Is that a tape-recording of the conversation 

between Mr. Dasti and Mr. Oddo? 
fy Yes, sir. 

Q And would you be able to indicate for us the 
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date that that conversation took place as best as possible? 


Yes, sir. 


This conversation took place at the Victoria Spor 
Club in Longueuil, and we intercepted this phone call 
*> 14 - 677-9272 , which was the business phone at the Victor-, 


Sporting Club. 


Was it a call made to the Victoria Sporting 


Club? 


Yes, sir. 


q And was a wiretap installed on that telephone 

at the Victoria Sporting Club? 

A Yes, sir. 

q When was this conversation intercepted? 

A This conversation was intercepted between 1 

o.m. on December 30, 1970 and 4 p.m. December 31, 1970. 

Q All right, Mr. Couture, can you play that 

conversation for us, please. 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. IANNUZZIs May we have a limiting inst-ac¬ 
tion to the jury concerning conversations in which the 
defendant Cotroni is not a participant unless and until 
the jury may find that there was a conspiracy. 
(Continued on next page.) 
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THE COURT: You will recall that I gave a limit¬ 
ing instruction at the outset of this trial. 

Now, this is a conversation purportedly betwee: 
one Paul Oddo and the defendant Frank Oasti. Of 
course anything that either said to the other is in 
no way binding upon the defendant Frank Cotroni. 1 
told you there was an exception to that rule. If vo < 
find that the conspiracy alleged in the indictment 
is established by proof beyond a reasonable doubt and 
that it existed during the term alleged, and this 
conversation is allegedly on December 30, 1970, and 
if you find that this conversation had something to 
do with the sale of cocaine, then it is binding on 
the defendant Frank Cotroni only as if, and wh-^n, the 
(Government Droves beyond a reasonable doubt that the 
defendant Frank Cotroni knowingly and wilfully entered 
into that conspiracy. If all of that is not shown, 
then just disregard it. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, perhaps we might 
indicate to the jury that on each headset there is 
a volume control. 

THE COURT: Yes, there is a little dial. 


MR. PUCCIO: And in addition, your Honor, I 
think it might be worthwhile for us to play a feet 
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of tape to see If everyone can hear and then start 
from the beginning again, just so that we know each 

person is hearing. 

the court: This first few feet of the ta. e 
is a test? 

All right, all right. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I just want to rra^e 

sure that everyone here is hearing. 

(At this point sound emanated from the headset > 

THE COURT: Are all the sets working? 

JUROR NO. 5: No, sir. 

ALTERNATE JUROR NO. 2: No, sir. 

THE COURT: Start it again. 

All right, Mr. Couture, is that all ri^ht now 

I think we have ?.t now. 

Are your ear sets working? 

(The members of the jury indicated in the 

affirmative.) 

(Transcription of Call Ho. 1 follows:) 
"Palmieri: Hellol 

"Oddo: Hello 1 Is Frank there please? 

"Palmieri: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Hellol 

"Oddo: Hello Frank. 
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"Dasti: How are you? 

"Oddo: How is everything? 

•'Dasti: How was your Christmas? 

"Oddo: Happy eh, not too, you know, so so 

"Dasti: Yeah, listen 
"Oddo: Yeah! 

"Dasti: Have you got that phone number that 

nave you? You ain't got it huh? At the Oscar Hotel 
there? 

"Oddo: No1 

"Dasti: No, huh? Mannaggia a madonna. 

"Oddo: I've got the 0 0. 

"Dasti: Huh? 

"Oddo: That's at the o o. 0033 
"Dasti: No, no. 

"Oddo: No, huh. 

"Dasti: No, eh, you got that one? 

"Oddo: No. I had it; now I don't know. 

"Dasti: Yeah, uh. 

"Oddo: I don't know the, the the front part. 
"Dasti: Where are you? With Tony? 

"Oddo: No, by myself. 

"Dasti: You're by yourself? 


"Oddo: Yeahl 
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Are you gonna get in touch with Tony 

later? 

"Oddo: Yeahl 

"Dasti: All right. Why don't you give me a 

call back. 

"Oddo: Yeah. 

"Dasti: And eh get to a phone and I’ll call you 

back, cause I want to ask eh you or him something, 
you know? 

"Oddo: Oh good, real good. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: I'll call you back. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Yeah but see, I don't know what time T 

can get in touch with him cause he's at the hospital. 
"Dasti: He's at the hospital? 

"Oddo: His son got operated on his knee. 

"Dasti: He got operated? 

"Oddo: The son. 

"Dasti: Uh huh. 

"Oddo: So, I think he's there at the hospital. 

"Dasti: Uh huh. 

"Oddo: But you can ask me, what's the differ¬ 


ence. 
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"Dasti: Yeah, I know, same thing: It *’akes 

no difference yeah. 

"Oddo: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Eh, do you know what I used tc qi -*e 

you? 

"Oddo: Yeah! 

"Dasti: Could you use the other one? If ov« 

understand me. 

"Oddo? Eh, the damaged goods you ~oan? 

"Dasti: No, no, no, no. The other one. 

"Oddo: Oh, I know what you mean. I don't know. 
"Dasti: Starts with a C. 

"Oddo: Yeah, I know. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Ehh, we could eh manace with that. 
"Dasti: Yeah? 

"Oddo: Eh, you you don't know x^hat the figures, 
this way I could find, you know. 

"Dasti: Well, the figures, the figures are 
about the same. 

"Oddo: They're around the same, eh? 

"Dasti: Yeah! 

"Oddo: Yeah well I ain't too, cause that tnere 
is much lower, you know, over here. 
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Yeah? Well find out anyway. 

"Oddo: A1 right, there's nothing with the 

other, eh? 

"Dasti: Eh, in in about a, I just blew anoih' 

one. 

"Oddo: Oh shitl 

"Dasti: You know something is wrong, I do"'t 

knowvhere but eh 

"Oddo: Yeah, yeah. 


“Dasti: 

Eh it's gonna be straightened out anv- 

way. 


"Oddo: 

All right look eh. 

"Dasti: 

So. 

"Oddo: 

I'll find out about that. 

"Da-ci: 

So they eh, they, for me to get even. 

"Oddo: 

Yeah. 

"Dasti: 

They, you know, they pushed that thine 

on me, you know. 

"Oddo: 

Oh, I see what you mean. 

"Dasti 

: You understand? 

"Oddo: 

Well, look, I'll try my best, all rinht' 

"Dasti 

: Well, let me know something because tne 

partyb going 

to be in there eh, in New York eh in a. 

in a couple of days eh, you know five, six days. 


"Oddo: Oh yeah? 
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"Dasti! 


"Oddo: Well, look eh, when (bad connection' 

"Dasti: Hello! 

"oddo: Hello! 

"Dasti: Yeahl 

"Oddo; Tomorrow you won’t be there uh? 
"Dasti: No, tomorrow I won't be here but 


tomorrow 

"Oddo: So how can we qet, where should I <et 

in touch with you? Saturday? 

"Dasti: Tomorrow I can give you a call though. 

"Oddo: You can give me a call. 

"Dasti: Listen, I'll be here till about four 

o'clock. Can you give me any answer by four? 

"Oddo: Yeah, maybe. 

"Dasti: Huh? 

"Oddo: Maybe. 

"Dasti: All right, tell you what you do; i* you 
cannot give me an answer by four, give me a call anyvav, 

"Oddo: All right, either way I'll call vou. 

"Dasti: But, then I’ll give you a number 

tomorrow morning. 

"Oddo: Oh, very good. 


"Dasti: Okay? 
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"Oddo: Very good (phone ringing in background) 

•'Dasti: Right. 

"Oddo: Good. 

"Dasti: Bye 

"Oddo: Okay, and have a good New Year, you 

know. 

"Dasti: Thank you. 

"Oddo: All right, so long. 

"Dasti: Same to you, bye. M 
(This concludes Call No. 1.) 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I would ask Mr. Coutur 
to take the witness. 

(Mr. Couture, the witness, re-took the witness 

stand.) 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 

q Now, Mr. Couture, on Thursday, December 31, 

1970, between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m., wa^ a ta » ,p cor '‘ 

of a conversation between-or was a call placed by Mr. Dasti 

by, by Mr. Oddo to Mr. Dasti at the Victoria Sporting Club? 

A Yes, sir, it was. 

q Will you play that call, please. 

A Yes, sir. 

q That will be No. 2. 
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(Transcription of Call No. 2 follows:! 

"Dasti: Hello! 

"Oddo: Hello! 

"Dasti: Yeah? 

"Oddo; Just a minute. (Money deposit in tne 


pay ohon<*) 

"Hello! 

"Dasti: Yeah, boy. 

"Oddo: HOW are you? 

"Dasti: Okay. 

•Oddo: Look eh. could you give me that nuiber.- 

and I'll contact you in the morning. 

•oasti: Eh, can I call you hone in the nomine? 

"Oddo: Eh, about what time? 

"nasti: Any time you say. 

"Oddo: Call me about eh, eleven? 

"Dasti: Eleven o'clock. 

"Oddo: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Okay. 

"Oddo: Look eh. 

"^asti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Eh, you know them, them, then, that 

clothe then clothes them, that suits when you pay -or 
them? The suits? 


V\ 
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"Dasti: I don’t know that’s what I’m trying to 

explain to you. 

"Oddo: Yeah. 

"Dasti: I’ll know more today. 

"Oddo: Oh oh good then then I’ll call you i- 1 

the mornin. 

"Dasti: Yeah, eh I’ll call in the morning. 

"Oddo: Meanwhile, see I know already where l 

gotta go, you know? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddc: But the thing is I gotta find out eh 
eh, you know, what’s what, you know. 


"Dasti: 

Yeah, yeah. 


"Oddo: 

You know. 


"Dasti: 

Yeah. 


"Oddo: 

And how, how many 

suits you gott 

"Dasti: 

Gotta, I can get 

a few dozens. 

"Oddo: 

Yeah? Oh, man, beautiful. 

"Dasti: 

Yeah. 


"Oddo: 

All right, okay. 


"Dasti: 

All right, so I' 

11 talk. I’ll 

"Oddo: 

So you'll call me 

eleven. 

"Dasti: 

Yeah. 


"Oddo: 

O.K., good, very 

good. 


...; •-••• ? is* v 


T 


/ 
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"Dasti: All right. O.K. buddy. 

"Oddo: And have a Happy Mew Yeah huh. 

"Dasti: Same to you. 

"Oddo: O.K., so long. 

"Dasti: Bye bye. 

(This concludes Call No. 2.) 

MR. PUCCIO: Mr. Couture, could you take the- 
stand again. 

(The witness re-took the witness stand.' 

pv MR. PUCCIO: 

q Now, on Friday, January 1, between 3 a.m. and 

4 p.m. was a tape recording made of a call placed by 

Mr. basti to Mr. Oddo? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Would that be conversation No. 3 in the 

Exhibit; is that correct? 

Yes, sir. 

And where was that call placed r rom? 

Tt originated, was made from Hr. Dasti's 

The call was placed by Mr. Dasti from his 

Yes, sir. 

Can you play that call, please. 


A 

0 

A 

residence. 
0 

res idence? 

A 

0 


on 
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A Yes, sir. 

MR.IANNUZZI: May the record indicate that he 

is using Exhibit 37 for this one. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(Transcription of Call No. 3 follows:) 

"Oddo: Hello. 

"Dasti: Hello, Paul? 

"Oddo: Eh, how are you? 

"Dasti: Fine, how are you? 

"Oddo: What's doin? 

"Dasti: No much. 

"Oddo: Man, we're snowed in here. 

"Dasti: Are you kiddin? 

"Oddo: I'm not kiddin you. 

"Dasti: You're snowed in? 

"Oddo: Yeah, we're all snowed in. 

"Dasti: How many inches of snow there? 

"Oddo: Ourself, over here, you know, you get 

five or six inches here. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

■Oddo: That*s a load of snow. Everythin, is 

jammed in. 

"Dasti: Yeah? 

"Oddo: Xeah. 


Couture-direct 
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•’Dasti: Uh huh. 

"Oddo: Listen did you find anything out? 

"Dasti: Yeah it's about I mean eh we car. make a 

deal, there's no question aoout it. 

"Oddo: Oh good! 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Because, look it. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: No matter how many, you Know eh. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: The clothes and al' . 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: No matter how many whe, J. got the uy. 
"Dasti: All right then, I'll tell you «hat 1'^ 

do. I'm gonna give you a call on eh, eh, tomorrow 
is Sa, tomorrow is Saturday right? 

"Oddo: Yeah. 

"Dasti: All right then, yon 

“Oddo: Tomorrow 'll be a g, qood, because al. 

way I can tell the quy whafs what, you know. 

•Dasti: Yeah, all right. You yon you take 
o£ your side: give me a call tomorrow. I'll give "on 

a number. 

"Oddo: That's right. See I gotta figure out 
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the the price, you know. 

"Dasti: Yeah, all right. So we'll we'll take 

care of that anyway. 

"Oddo: Yeah eh, this way I can tell him what, 
you know? 

"Dasti: Yeah, there's no problem to that 
"Oddo: All right, tomorrow you can tell ne that 

right? 

"Dasti: Yeah, tomorrow eh, as long as I kr.ow 


that, cause I'm gonna make a phone call now and tell 



him it's O.K. that. 

"Oddo: YeahI But you know what? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Now I'm gonna tell this guy eh, he's 

gonna, he's gonna get them suits you know? 

"Dasti: Yeah, yeah it's all right. 

"Oddo: It's, I don't like, I only hope Uke 

it don't fall back you know? 

"Dasti: No, no, it won't fall back. 

"Oddo: Cause I promised him, you know. 

"Dasti: No you, it won't fall back; all it s 

gonna take is about ten days. 

"Oddo: About ten days? 

"Dasti: Seven eight, nine, ten days, but it 
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E 


"Oddo: All right. How look 

to call vou tomorrow. 

'•Dasti: Yeah 1 Well you, ye? 
tomorrow around eh, well what time, 
call me? 


eh, oh you van* 

h you bette'* ’ 
what time »cr 


"oddo: Any time you want. 

"Dasti: All right, call me around el tv 

"Oddo: About two? 

"Dasti: Yeah! 

"Oddo: O.K. 

Dasti: I guarantee you it's not •-onna fa’ 


down. 

"Oddo: Very good, Frank. 

"Dasti: But eh, cause eh, tomorrow "wrr.in 

eh, Sun, Sunday morning I'm giving him the O.v. 

"Oddo: Oh good. 

"Dasti: And I might give him the O.K. ri-’ht 

now about twelve o’clock. 

"Oddo: All right, good. So I. T'll v/a:.t *>r 

your call I’ll call you tomorrow, right? 

"Dasti: Yeah, you better call me tomorrow? 

"Oddo: Then you know, you know, you how </e 1 


it. 
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“Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: O.K. 

"Dasti; O.K., all right. 

"Oddo: Very good, Frank. 

"Dasti; Take it easy. 

"Oddo: And have a good day huh. 

"Dasti: Same to. Thank you. 

"Oddo: So long. 

"Dasti: So a lot of snow there? 

"Oddo: Ah, over here it's a lot of snow. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: To you, it don't mean nothing. 

"Dasti: In New York too? 

"Oddo: Over here it's five inches or something. 

"Dasti: (Incomprehensible) in New York too 

(incomprehensible)? 

"Oddo: Yeahl 

"Dasti: Yeah hey? 

"Oddo: It's loaded here. 

"Dasti: O.K. Buddy. 

"Oddo: O.K. 

"Dasti: I'll talk to you tomorrow. 

"Oddo: O.K., good. 

"Dasti: Right, bye. 
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(This concludes Call No. 3. 

IANNUZZI: will the ’•"cor ’ 


indicate t'.ut it 


M Vd be Exhibit 36 (or the first one. 

r.R. PUCCIOs The first two were from ExMbi 

yes. and this call is from Exhibit 
'continued on next pane.' 
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BY MR. PUCCIOs 

Q NOW, Mr. Cootur., on th. .erne day, that ia Friday 

January 1, 1971, b.tw..n th* hour, of 8=00 A.M. and 4 = 00 P.M.. 
wa. a tap. r.cording made of a conw.raation between Mr. Da.ti 

and Cotroni? 

A Y*s, air, there was an outgoing call made from 

Hr. Da.ti'. re.idenee, and th. call wa. from Mr. Da.ti to Mr. 


Will you please pley that call. 

That will be conversation number four; is that 


Correct, sir. 

And that is in French; is that correct? 

Yes, sir. 

(Transcription of Call No. 4 follows:) 

"Unknown male* Hellol 

"Dasti: Quan, Frankie s'il vous plait! 

"Unknown male: Euh, Frankie? Qui c'est qui parljfi 


1H? 


"Dasti: Frank DASTI! 

•Unknown males Frank DASTI! Un instant m'a re- 


garde r. 


"Cotroni: Hello! 
"Dasti: Quan. 


# 
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"Controni: Bonjour. J'viens 


iustement d'ne rP- 


veiller1 

"Daeti: Quan, j'figure parce que la liqne etait 
occupee tout a l'heure. 

"Cotroni: Quan, j'ai decrochP les lignes, quan. 
"Daatis Quan. Tu t'en vas a cinq heures too? 
■Cotronis Ah, j'pars euh: Quan a cinq heures 


et demie; j'pars d'la maison I peu pres I trois heures. 


"Dasti: Quan. 

"Cotroni: Quelle heure qu'il est 15? Un heure 
et quart, un heure et demi? 

■Dasti: L8, il est un heure et quart. 

"Cotroni: Bon. 

■Dasti: Quan, j'ai parle avec le gars, tu sais! 

■Cotroni: Quan. 

■Dasti: Pis euh, lui il est ben satisfait, tu sa 
si euh, si le loyer y remonte pas, tu sais! 

■Cotroni: Quan, j'comprends, quan. 

"Dasti: Tu sais, il est ben satisfait pis euh, 
il est pret a louer la place, tu sais. 

"Cotroni: Quan? (incoiaprihensible) 

"Dasti: Quan, n'imports quoi c'que, que j'vas y 
dire il ya fairs, tu comprends? 


i 


"Cotroni: Quan 
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2 

"Dasti: Y euh. 

:i 

"Cotroni: Ben, Icoute ben 1S1 

4 

"Daeti* Quan. 

ft 

"Cotroni: Vera quelle heure tu sors de chez vouii 

6 

to«? 

7 

"Dasti: Vera quelle heure que j'm'en vaa de che: 

ft 

nous? 

9 

■Cotroni: Quanl 

10 

"Dasti: Quan, j'm'en vas aouper chez roa soeur. 

11 

"Cotroni: Ah, tu t'em vas souper chez ta soeur 

12 

heinl 

r» 

"Dasti: Quan. 

14 

"Cotroni: Quel bout qu'S reste ta soeur? 

15 

"Dasti: A reste I Rosemontl 

16 

"Cotroni: Rosemont? 

17 

"Daeti: Onzierne avenue, Rosemont. 

1ft 

"Cotroni: Ben o*i, mais e'est, e'est parfait. 

Ca f'rait non affaire mais j'veux dire a quelle heure a 

19 

20 

peu prls tu, tu vaa chez ta soeur, t'as pas une idee? 

21 

"Dasti: Attends une minute 15. J'vas alter 

22 

d'mander a ma femme voir a quelle heure qu'alle va etre 

20 

prate elle, parce que ca e'est une malade ca, une minute. 

24 

"Cotroni: Oul, oui. 

25 

"Dasti: Quan e'est-tu, faut-tu absolument que tu 

m'voies? 

1 


\ 


i 
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•Cotroni: Non, non! 

"Dasti: Non? 

"Cotroni: Non, non, c'est pas important, non! 
"Dasti: Ah, c*correct d'abord. Comme ca mow 
j'vas te, on, on va voir comment s'qu'on... 

"Cotroni: Quan, comment s'qu'on, comment s'qu'or 
(incomprShensible) la! 

"Dasti: Quanl 

"Cotroni: Okay, pis tu m'appelles dimanche? 

"Dasti: Oui, oui. 

"Cotroni: Euh, tu m'appelles dimanche matin a 
l'heure d'icitte la. 

"Dasti: Ouan, quan, dix heures. 

"Cotroni: Ca veut dire S partir de, de dix heureb. 
"Dasti: C'est ca! 

"Cotroni: Moe m'a raster la! 

"Dasti: Okay. 

"Cotroni: Okay? 

"Dasti: Right1 
"Cotroni: Bonjour. 

"Dasti: Fais un bon voyage. 

"Cotroni: Toi pareillament." 

(This concludes Call No. 4.) 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, with respect to the call 


S 
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in French, may I be permitted to read the translation 
of this call? I believe it is difficult to follow when 

you are listening to it. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. PUCCIO: (Addressing jury.) It is an outgo¬ 
ing call from Frank Dasti's residence, calling Mr. 
Controni; 

•Unknown male: Hello. 

"Dasti: Yeah, Frankie, please. 

•Unknown male: Hm, Frankie? Who is speaking 

there? 

"Dasti: Frank Dasti. 

"Unknown male: Frank Dastii One moment. I'll 

have a look. 

"Cotroni: Hello. 

•Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Good day. I just woke up. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I fugure so, because the line was 

busy a while ago. 

•Cotroni: Yeah, I took off the lines, yeah. 
•Dasti: Yeah, you're leaving at five o'clock, ycju 
"Cotroni: Ah, I'm leaving, huni Yeah at five 
thirty: I'm leaving the house at about three o'clock. 


•Dasti: Yeah. 
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"Cotroni: What time is it? One fifteen, one 


thirty? 

"Dasti: Now, it is one fifteen. 

"Cotroni: Good. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I spoke with the guy you know! 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Yeah and he was very satisfied you know, 
if, hm, if the rent does not go up, you know. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, I understand, yeah. 

"Dasti: You know, he is very satisfied, and numj 


he is ready to rent the place you know. 


"Cotroni: Yeah? (incomprehensible) 

"Dasti: Yeah, anything that eh, that I'll say, 

he'll do, you understand? 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Dasti: fte «h. 

"Cotroni: Nov listen, nowl 
•Dasti t Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Around what time do you leave your 
place you? 

"Dasti: Around vhat time do I leave my place? 
•Cotroni: Yeah. 

•Dasti: Yeah, I'm going for supper at my sister 


6 


place 


"Cotroni: Ah, you are going for supper at your 







A 1778 

Couture - direct 


698 


sister's place, eh? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Whereabout, does your sister live? 

"Dasti: She lives in Rosemont! 

"Cotroni: Rosemont? 

"Dasti: Eleventh avenue, Rosemont. 

"Cotroni: Very good, but this, this is perfect. 
This would suit me fine, but I mean at what time about, 
you are going to your sister's, at about what time? 

"Dasti: Wait a minute. I will go and ask my 
wife at what time she will be ready, you know how she is, 
wait a minute. 

"Cotroni: Yes, yes. 

"Dasti: Yeah, do you really have to see me? 

"Cotroni: Mo, no. 

"Dasti: No? 

"Cotroni: No, no, it's not important t.’! 

"Dasti: Ah, ok, then, as for me then, we will see 
how we ... 

"Cotroni: Yeah, how we will, how we will (incom¬ 
prehensible) . 

“Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Ok. So you'll call me Sunday? 

"Dasti: Yes, yes. 




A 1779 

Couture - direct 699 

"Cotronii Ha. you call me Sunday morning, at 
the time here. (meaning standard time) 

"Dasti: Yeah, yeah, ten o'clock. 

"Cotroni: This means, starting at, at ten o’clock 

"Dasti: That's right. 

"Cotroni: Me, I'll stay there! 

"Dasti: OK. 

"Cotroni: OK? 

"Dasti: Right. 

"Cotroni: Goodbye. 

"Dasti: Have a good trip. 

"Cotroni: You, too." 

Mr. Couture, will you please take the stand. 


(The witness re-took the witness stand.) 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 

q On Saturday, January 2, the next day, was a tape 

recording nade of the conversation between Mr. Oddo and Mr. 

Vanacora and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And was that an ineoaing call plac.d by Mr. oddo 

and Mr. Vanacora to Mr. Da.ti at the Victoria Sporting Club in 
Montreal? 


Q 


Yes, sir. 

Would you play that call, please. 





» 

4 


699 


Couture - direct 
That will be Number 5, Mr. Couture; is that righlp 

Yes, sir. 


(continued on next page.) 
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(Transcription of tape) 

"Dasti: Hello. 

"Oddo: Hello. How are you? 

"Dasti: Ah, how are you? 

"Oddo: O.K. Eh look eh. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Well look. I'll put eh, eh you know 

what's his name on. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I'll talk. 

"Oddo: All right. 

(Vanacora to Frank Dasti) 

"Vanacora: Hello. 

"Dasti: How are you? 

"Vanacora: Happy New Year. 

"Dasti: Same to you, buddy. 

"Vanacora: HOw's everything? 

Dasti: Eh, just like that. 

"Vanacora: We were talking about that other 
situation, and eh. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: It’s most, you know, it’s too, 

less than the other thing, a lot less cause there’s 
a lot of that around. 


"Dasti: Yeah, huh 
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"Vanacora : But on the other thinq. my god. 


(siqh) 


wait 


•Dasti 


: I know, but the other thing has to 


"Vanacora: Yeah, huh. 

"Dasti: Yeah, which I do gonna have it any- 


"Vanacora: You think so? 

Dasti: Yes, soon as this one goes throuoh 

gonna have it for sure. 

"Vanacora: Could you give us eh, eh your 

rough, a low figure on that there. 

"Dasti: Well the lowest, I can make it the 

lowest, eh it's, if. impossible to talk about it, 
you know, unless there's a, a difference of five, you 

understand? 

"Vanacora: Uh huh. 

"Dasti: cause eh, you, you know eh I'm stuck 

with too much money eh, don't you understand? 
"Vanacora: Yeah. 

■Dasti: X went through a lot of fuckin money 

and eh these guys are giving me a break on this, try 

eh wait for the other one, you know? 

■Vanacora: But if somebody wants it all. 
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"Dasti: Huh? 

"Vanacora: If I got somebody which I’m gonna 

meet at four thirty. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: And eh, maybe they'll discuss 

taking it all, wha eh, you know, they, I says, they 
ask me like to give me their last, the best figure. 
"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: What could I do? 

"Dasti: Well. 

"Vanacora: Maybe it's best I take a ride up 

there? 

"Dasti: Can you eh? 

"Vanacora: We ait down and have a cup of 

coffee together? 

"Dasti: Well listen, let me tell you one 

thing. 

"Vanacora: Yeah. 

"Dasti: If you can, see what you can do: can 

you juggle a price for me. 

"Vanacora: I see. 

"Dasti: You understand? If you juggle a 

price for me, then I'll tell you to come down and 
we'll see what we can do. Can you go for about 





I 
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twelve? 

"Vanacora: Uh? 

"Dasti: Can you go around twelve? 

"Vanacora: No. 

"Dasti: You can't go. 

"Vanacora: Not for all of it. 

"Dasti: Huh? 

"Vanacora: Maybe there's a guy will take 

four, five. 

"Dasti: Yeah, well. 

"Vanacora: But eh, I got a guy that wants 

to talk business about the whole works. 

"Dasti: Yeah? 

"Vanacora: Maybe listen, what's the difference 

to you if we take a, if I. 

"Dasti: Come on, take a ride down. 

"Vanacora: If we take a ride. 

"Dasti: O.K., take a ride then. 

"Vanacora: And we spend a few hours tooether. 

"Dasti: O.K., come on in 
"Vanacora: Do you know what I mean? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: I'll call you before anyway. 
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"Dasti: Why don't you, when, when do you 
intend to leave? 

"Vanacora: Well (coughs) we miqht leave eh. 

How many? (Talking away from phone) He said Mondav. 

"Dasti: Monday, fine. 

"Vanacora: Is that good? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: All right. 

Dasti: O.K.? 

"vanacora: All right Frankie. 

"Dasti: So I'll wait for you on Monday. 

"Vanacora: All right, state buon (Italian). 

(take care) 

"Dasti: O.K. buddy. 

"Vancora: Goodbye. 

"Dasti: Bye. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO: (Cont'd.) 

0 Now, two days later, Mr. Couture, Monday, 

January 4, 1971, between the ours of 10:00 a.m. in the mor¬ 
ning and 8:00 p.m at night, was there a tape recordino made 
of a conversation between Mr. Oddo again and Mr. Vanacora 
and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir. 
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0 And was that call made by Mr. Oddo and Mr. 

vanacora to Mr. Dasti at the Victoria Sporting Club? 

A Yes, sir, at 677 9277, which is the business 

phone at the Victoria Sporting Club. 

q Will you play that call for us, please. 

A Ves, sir. 

Q That would be conversation No. 6. 

(Transcription of Tape) 

"Horvath; Hello? 

"Oddo: Hello. How are you? 

"Horvath: Hallo, you shit, how ara you? wait 

a minute. I'll give you Frank. How are you? 

"Oddo: (laughing) Ho Ho (incomprehensible) 

who is that? 


"Horvath; Joey. 

"Oddo: Eh Joey. Give my regards, tell him 


Happy New Year 


"Horvath: Same to you. Juet a minute he's 

coming. (Female voice in background) 

"Oddo: Eh? 

"Horvath: He's here. 

"Oddo: I need a dime more, wait a minute. 


"Horvath: Yeah. 

"Oddo: I gotta put it in (bell noise). 
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"Horvath: Watta, you drunk? 

"Oddo: O.K., no. 

"Horvath: No. 

"Oddo: So, how are you? 

"Horvath: Okay, just a minute. 

"Dasti: Hello. 

"Oddo: Hello, Frank. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Well here, I'll put eh, T, Tony 
(Vanacora to Frank Dasti) 

"Vanacora: Hello. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: How are you, Frank? 

"Dasti: You're supposed to 

"Vanacora: We were gonna leave today. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: And eh, you know, I was waitin'’ 

for my friend who I got with, you know, we got finally 
got in touch with him to make sure we 
"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: We doing 
"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: Now eh, is it all right to leave 


and talk to you? 



* ; u 
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"Dasti: Why, why don't you leave now? 

"Vanacora: Oh good, we'll do that. 

"Dasti: Leave now, because tomorrow morning 

nine o'clock I wanna see you about ten. 

"Vanacora: Tomorrow morning at nine? 

"Dasti: About ten, cause I eh, I have somcthirg 

to do at about nine thirty so ten o'clock I'll 

"Vanacora: You could, you could meet me. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I could meet you all day it 

makes no different. 

"Vanacora: Oh O.K. then we'll leave in about 

a couple of hours. 

"Dasti: Couple hours so you should be here 

eh, you should be here during the night anyway. 

"Vanacora* Well, maybe it's even better to 

leave a little later so we get there for the mornin. 

"Dasti: Yeah, well why, the mornin you can't 

catch me. 

"Vanacora: Can't get you in the morning? 

"Da 3 ti: Yeah, you can get me eh, as soon as 

I come down here but give me a call here he what 

time you gonna leave anyway? 

"Vanacora: Well, I figure I like to leave 


maybe about one o'clock. 
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"Dasti: One o'clock. All right, so one 
o'clock. 

"Vanacora: This way we'll be there for at 
nine o'clock at the latest if we run into trouble on 
the road? 

"Dasti: Yeah, you'll be here for nine o'clock. 

I'll tell you what you do. Eh nine thirty I gotta 
make a phone call so I'll be back here for aboot t«n 
thirty. Give me a call here at ten thirty. Gonna 
accept the call. 

"Vanacora: Call you at ten thirty? 

"Dasti: Yeah, ten thirty yeah. 

"Vanacora: O.K. then. 

"Dasti: And then I'll go and meet you. 

"V nacora: All right, good deal. 

"Dasti: O.K.? 

"Vanacora: All right Frank. 

"Dasti: Now, take it easy and have a nice triy 

back, don't rush. 

"Vanacora: O.K. Be well. 

"Dasti: O.K. 

"Vanacora: Bye. 

"Dasti: Bye. 
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By Mr. Puccio: 

q now, on the next day., Tuesday, January 5th, 

was the tape recording made of a conversation again on Mr. 
Oddo and Mr. Vancora and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q now, was this again a call placed by Oddo 

and vanacora to Dasti at the V-ctoria Sporting Club in 
Montreal? 

A Yes, at No. 514 677 9272, which is again the 

business phone of the Victoria Sporting Club. 

q Was this between the hours of 10:00 am in the 

morning and 5:30 p.m. in the afternoon? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And that's conversation No. 7. Is that cor¬ 

rect? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Will you please play that? 

A Yes, sir. 


20 


21 


(Continued on next p> e.) 
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(Transcription of taoe continued:) 

"Operator: Than’* Y ou * 

"Palmleri: Hello. 

"Ocldo: Hello. 

"ralmierl: Want to soeak. 

"Odoo: Hello, Frank? 

"Palmleri: Yeah, une minute. 

"Dasti: Hello. 

"Oddo: Hello,Frank. 

"Dasti: How are you? 

"Oddo: How are you? 

"Dasti: Where are you? 

"Oddo: Mefe, back, “ e ’ re stU1 

"Dasti: You're still the 

"Oddo: (incomprehensible) little dlfficuU. 

last night, with a cay, then we tried to 

"Dasti: Huh, huh. 

"Oddo: And It was all folded In. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: But we'll be up there sometime tod"". 
Here let me, let, t :1k to Tony a minute. 

"Dasti: Ye*.h< 

"Vancora: How are you, Fran:? 


"Dasti: Okay. 




outure - direct 


"Vancora: Listen; eh, how’s the other thing? 

f «nvthing on the other thing or we’re st'il talklr, 
about the same thing? 

"Dasti: We're talking about t c same tmn~ 

Tony, and I explain to you the other thing by the 

end of the month I should know exactly how T stand with 

the other one. 

"Vancora; All right. 

"Dasti: It should be comin in anyway. 

•‘Vancora: Okay, then, we gonna make arrangements 

now. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vancora: And then we should be there in 4 he 

evening. I'll give you; is it all right to call you 

after five-thirty? 

"Dasti: Five-thirty? 

"Vancora: You know, yeah. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I’ll be here at five-thirty. 

"Vancora: All right. 

"Dasti: Okay? 

"Vancora: All right, Frankie. 

"Dasti: Right. 

"Vancora: Bye. 

"Dasti: Bye. 


# 
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n • RKCP KXANIMATION 



HY MR. PUCCIO: (cont.) 

0 On that date, that’s Tuesday, January •• 

1971, between the hours of 8:00 p.m. at night ar.i midrib 
was a taperecording made of a conversation between Mr. Oddo 
and Mr. Vanacora and Mr. Dastl? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And was that a call placed by ■>. d .o an.'. 

Mr. Oddo and Mr. Vanacora again at the Victoria Snorting 

Club In Montreal? 

A Ye:, sir. 


That would be conversation Ho. ?; i- that 


correct? 


Yes . 


MR.PUCCIO:Will you please play that. 

(Trancrlption of Call Mo. 8 follows:) 

"Palmleri: Hello. 

"Operator: Thank you. 

"Oddo: Hello, Frank, please 1 . 

"Palmleri: Frank. Yeah. 

(voices in background) 

"Da3ti: Hello. 

"Oddo: Hello, Frank. 

"Dastl: How are you? 
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"Oddo: How are you? 

"Dasti: Yeah, where are you? 

"Oddo: Well, I*m still here. 

"Dasti: You're still there. 

'Oddo: Yealj, look it, Frank. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Oddo: Could you go out nad call me on this 

number? 

"Dasti: There's no question, I can t go out 

to call you on that number. 

"Oddo: Oh, no? 

••Dasti: No, because I'm waiting for a phone- 

call. 

"Oddo: Oh, Isee. Well, look, eh, all right. 

wait, speak to Tony. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

(Voices.) 

"Vanacora: Oh, yeah, hello, how are you, v r 

"Dasti: Yeah, ok. 

"Vanacora: Listen. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Vanacora: Is that available tomorrow, or 

what? 

"Dasti: No, no, it's available in a couple 

days, Tony. 
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'Vanacora; Oh, all rlRht, because 1 
somebody, eh. 

"Dasti: Listen. Tony, let me tell you one 

thins. I am not stuck. I’m trying to give you a 

creak, you know. 

"Vanacora: Yeah. 

"Daatl: If you can't do It (-ncomnrehnsible.) 

"Vanacora: No, I could do It, tnat's not 
"Dasti: All right, so. 

"Vanacora: I got the party wich me. 

"Dasti: All right. 

"Vanacora: Finished making all the arrange¬ 

ments . 

"Dasti: Yeah, all right, make the arrange- 

cent. Decause I don't wanna tain on the ohone, don't 

you understand. 

"Vanacora: All right, well. 

"Dasti: That’s why I say If you wanna corae'ln 

fine. 

"Vanacora: But when eh. In other words, I 

could tell these people on a couple a days. 

"Dasti: Veah, In a couple of days, everythIr 

will be all right. 

"Vanacora: Ok. 


"Dasti: All right? 
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"Vanacora: All right, then eh, so we eh, I'll, 

we'll, we'll arrange to leave tomorrow then. 

"Dasti: There's no problem, Tony. 

"Vanacora: Okay. 

"Dasti: You know, I, all I, eh * 

"Vanacora: We'll sit down and have a little 

conversation. 

"Dasti: That's right. I don't want to start 
conversation on the phone and this and this and that. 
"Vanacora: Right, right. 

"Dasti: If you come In, I’ll show you the 

suits. 

"Vanacora: Okay. 

"Dasti: I'll sit down and If the r.uy Is ready- 
"Vanacora: Yeah, he's eh. 

"Dasti: Ke wants to be my partner, he's 

okay. If not 

"Vanacora: He wants to know If It's the latest 

cuts and everything. 

"Dasti: • That's right. 

"Vanacora: Okav. 

"Dasti: Okay? 

"Vanacora: All right, Frank. 

"Dasti: No harm done, you know. 
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"Vanacora: Okav, be well (laughingly). 

"Dasti: Okay, buddy ( laughingly.) 

"Vanacora: All right, buddy. 

"Dasti: Are vou gonr.a leave tomorrow. 

"Vanacora: Yeah, 

"Dasti: Okay. 

"Vanacora: All right, buddy. 

"Dasti: Pine, bye, bye." 

THE CGJRT: I don't want you to look at the 

next telephone conversations. 

Please close the books, if ycu don't mind. 

JUROR No. 1: I didn't hear you, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Close the books. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I have no more 
questions of Mr. Couture at this time but I'd ask 
to recall him at different occasions during the trial. 
THE COURT: Cross-examination? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

q Mr. Couture, If I ask youany questions that 

you don't understand completely, whether because I asked 

them incorrectly or oerhans my English Is not proper, could 

ask It in a different 


you please tell me so that I can 
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• 

2 1 

A 

Yes, sir. 

t 

3 1 

0 

You Indicated that you were more or less in 

4 

charge of the physical work on the Vegas Projects? 

ft 

A 

Yes, sir. 

6 

Q 

And — 

7 


MR. IANNUZZI: May I Just have a moment to 

8 

get 

anothe- document, your Honor? 

& 


THE COURT: Yes. 

10 

Q 

When I refer to the Vegas Projects, that was 

11 

— Vega 3 was the code name that you used In the Police 

12 

Department 

concerning this particular Investigation; Is that 

13 

correct? 


14 

A 

Yes, sir. 

15 

Q 

And the word Vegas was chosen, I imagine 

16 

because In 

fact this was an Investigation concerned with 

17 

gambling? 


18 

A 

Yes, sir, it was chosen by the Deputy Director 

19 

Patenaude 


20 

Q 

It was basically and started out and the purpose 

21 

of It was 

to gather information concerning gambling? 

22 

A 

Yes, sir. 

23 

Q 

And was it your suspicion that in fact t.»e 

24 

Victoria 

Sporting Club was used for gambling? 


25 


A 


Yea, air. 
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0 And Mr. Dastl had something; to do with 

gambling;? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And Mr. Cotroni had something to do with 


gambling, or no? 

A At the Victoria Sporting Club. 

0 The reason for his phone being tapped, that he 

had something to do with gambling at the beginning of the 
Vegas Project? 


A I have to tell you, sir — 

THE COURT: If you can't answer that yes or 
no, I will excuse the Jury. 

Can you answer that yes or no? 

Well, because of the hesitation I will excuse 

the Jury. 

(The Jury withdrew from the courtroom at 
10:52 o'clock a.m.) 

THE COURT: How would you answer that question? 
THE WITNESS: The main object of this project 
was to close up tne 837 which was the Victoria 
Sporting Club, because of the gambling that was going 
on there. After a while we received a lot of informa¬ 
tion on other matters and at that time, myself, 

Mr. Patenaude decided to make some wiretaps to get 
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other kind of information, like narcotics and a few 
other things. 

Q And would it be — 

THE COURT: What are the few otner things? 

THE WITNESS: It would be police corruption, 
political corruption. 

THE COURT: You are forewarned, Mr. iannuzzl, 

if you ask questions — 

MR. IANNUZZI: I won't go into it. 

THE COURT: I know but your questions may 

require an answer concerning criminal activities 
outside thi 3 indictment and of course, you take the 
risk when you ask the question. So I think you should 
be very careful in framing your questions. 

Don't supply information outside of gambling 
or narcotics and, the narcotics involved here, 
unless the questions specifically ask for it. 

In other words, don't volunteer any information 

THE WITNESS: All right. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I, with Mr. Fuccio, snea,: 
to your Honor on the record but at side bar. 

(Side bar discussion out of hearing of the 

spectators and the witness.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: I Just came across in the tape 
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and it will come up at a later tane and • tninK It Is 
Irrelevant that Cotronl on the ohone with Dastl .lust 

said he came from a whore house. 

T wonder If we could change that to a steav 
bath. Does It make any difference if he came from 
a whore house or a steam house. Just to save him 
embarrassment. 

THF, COURT: I don't care about emlamassment. 

If he Is charged with narcotics how embarrassed can 
he be. That isn't what concerns me. What concerns 
me is irrelevant material. 

If you can black it out, do it. 

MR. PUCCIO: Let me check. There has already 
been testimony elicited on cross-examination, 
big family man — Mr. Cotron going to Acaoulco -- 

that's not the reason for it. 

THE COURT: That's a good reason for not oirtlr 

it in. 

Mr. IANNUZZI: The question i 3 ?How come you 
are late?" And he said, "I got up late because I went 
to a whore house." 

MR. PUCCIO: I will look at the conversation. 
MR. IANNUZZI: I don't know which one it Is. 


I will look for it. 
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THE COURT: Incidentally, I think there Is 
very little to the claim that the conversation between 
husband and wife should be suppressed but I just 
don't want to make that decision now. 

If privacy Is invaded and It Is on orobable 

cause, even under our statute, if It happens to be 

a huaband and wife, so be It. 

What are we talking about. 

MR. KLAR: It doesn't make It public — 

the COURT: Of course it makes it public 

u<» talking about Canadian 
if it is proper. Are we taiKing 

law or United States law now? 

Do I have to go into what the Canadian law Is, 

If they have a privilege! Do they have a privilege. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest this on behlaf 

of Mr. Klar, first of all, I think there are prlvllegej 

under our law. Secondly, why should we get Involved 

, n ..H will say, made a trip 

with Canadian law. Dasti, it wui » 

to New York, we will concede that. 

Evldentlarywlse there will be no proble 


Now York. 

MR. PUCCIO: In that case 
It has already been received. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It makes no 


we will offer it. 

difference to the 




1 


C 


A 1C03 

Couture - cross/Iannuzzi 


extent — 


THE COURT: Makes no difference to whom? 

MR. IANNUZZI: To Mr. Puccio. 

THE COURT: Apparently, it does. 

MR. IANNUZZI: What I am suggesting to tnat 
the evidence he wants to bring out on the conversation | 
between husband and wife, there are privileges between 
husband and wife, doctor and oatient, attorney and j 
client all of which are sacred in our wiretaping. 

THE COURT: I think I have a Suorer.e Court 
case which says in effect, once there is probable i 

cause to intercept a wire conversation, it also Includes 
criminal activity between a lawyer and client. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Oh, yes, but he i3 not claiming 
there was criminal activity between husband and wl r ?. 

If he is that's different. 

There is no criminal actlvltv between the two. 

MR. PUCCIO: If we wanted to go to the trouble 

we could prove it. 

THE COURT: We are talking about a more 
serious and sacred privilege. In my opinion, tnsn 
the one between husband and wife. We are talking I 

about one between a lawyer and his client. The husbanJ 
and wife privilege has been whittled down so much that . 


I 
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It practically doesn t exist. 

But I will go into it. You better do some 

research on it now. 

MR. PUCCIO: We will probably get to these 
today. We are going to move very quickly now. 

I requested one of my student assistants to 

get a couple of cases. 

(continued next page.) 
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(The followinq occurred after a bench conference.) 
THE COURT: You may proceed. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 



CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. IANNUZZI (Cont'd) 


THE COURT: Would you like to rephrase the 

question? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

Q Your investiqation, sir, began with an investi¬ 

gation toward the end of the closing up of the Victoria Snort¬ 
ing Club; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And was the Victoria Sporting Club supposed to 

be a social club? 

A They had a charter for a social club. 

q They had a charter for a social club; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 


on there? 


jects? 


However, you suspected there was gamblino cot no 


Yes, sir, 


And toward that end you initiated the Veoas nro- 


Yes, sir, and Mr. Patenaude — 


Well, the Police Department, 






r 


o, 
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Yes. 


In November of 1970 you or someone installed 


for the Police Department — 


all right? 


MR. IANNUZZI: Withdrawn. 

When I say you, I mean the Police Department, 


Yes, sir. 

Except if I mean you personally, which I will 


make clear to you. All right? 


Yes. 


Q so in November of 1970, November 2nd to be exact 

some equipment w.e detailed to intercept telephone calls at 
Mr. Cotroni's housei correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And two phones in his house; correct? 

A Yes. 

q And had you ascertained that in fact that was 

all the phones that were in the house, two? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q so all the phones in Mr. Cotroni's house were 

tapped as of November 2, 1970? 

A Yes. 

q And the taps stayed on the line until April tl , 

1971? 
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MR. PUCCIO: May I point out we stipulated 

that the second phone was wiretaoped as of Januarv Q, 

according to the stipulation. 

MR. IANNUZZI: All right. Let me see that. 

Q All right. The second phone was wiretaoned and 

installed on January 9th; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir, 1971. 

Q And they both were — well, the first one was 

installed and operated until April — well, they both onerated 
until April of 1971; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q All right. Now in addition to both telenhones 

in the Victoria Sporting Club being tapped, the two telenhones 
in Mr. Dasti's home were tapped; is that correct? 

A One telephone — two at the Victoria Snortina 

Club and one at the — 

0 Oh, there was a different number. In other 

words, there was a first and second number, but both of those 
lines one after the other were tapped; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

O One at a time, though? 

A What do you mean? 

0 In other words, the first phone was installed — 

the first phone was there and while it was there it was tapoed. 


I 
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2 

When he got 

the second number the first one was not in exis- 

3 

tence any wore, so the eecond one was tapped; is that correct? 

4 

A 

Are you talking about the Victoria Sporting 

5 

Club or the 

residence? 

6 

Q 

No, sir. I am talking about Mr. Dasti's home. 

1 

A 

Mr. Dasti — the project started the 20th of 

8 

October, 1970. 

9 

Q 

Yes. 

10 

A 

At a certain time Mr. Dasti made a phone call 

11 

to Bell Canada to have his number changed. 

12 

Q 

And it was? 

13 

A 

Yes, sir. 

14 

Q 

So when it was changed he didn't have two phones. 

15 

He had one 

phone but it had a different number? 

16 

A 

Yes. 

17 

Q 

So that number was also tapped? 

18 

A 

Me didn't change the wire line. 

19 

0 

Oh, i see* You didn't have to change your wire. 

20 

It was just that his number was different? 

21 

A 

Yes. I will explain it — 

22 

Q 

Let me ask it. The tap stayed the same and you 

~ T *z~ * r 

23 

| could inturc.pt m.uugM ovur hi. in.tnm.nt wh«t.v.r the 

24 

nu: ber was; is that right? 

25 

A 

Yes. 
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0 And that was in operation until March of 1973? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And I believe you testified in addition that ''ou 

installed or there were installed two taps on two different 
telephones in a place called the Salon Pierre; is that cor¬ 


rect? 


Yes, sir. 

And also there was a tap on the telephone of a 


fellow named Mendolia? 


Yes. 


There was a tap on a phone of a fellow by the 


name of Guido Orsini; is that correct? 


Yes. 


Also there was a tap on the telephone in a hotel 


in a kind of emergency basis; correct? 


Yes. 


0 In other words somebody ran in there, went down 

to the basement, hooked onto the phone for fifteen minutes on 

January 16, 1971‘» 

A Yes, sir. 

q And these machines you testified were automatic; 

is that correct? 


0 


Yes, sir. 

The recording machines? 


I 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And what that means is that that wasn't anybody 

who had to operate the machine in order for them to record? 

A No, sir, except for the call that was inter- 

cepted at the Laurentian. 

0 Except for the one at the hotel, the emergency 

one, the one that was done very quickly; is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 

q All the others were done automatically? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q NOW, nobody wa» there »t the machine, listening 

at the same time that the recording, were being made? 

A Nobody, sir. 

q And 24 hours a day if anybody called on those 

machines, the sound would activate that machine? 

A The sound or the starters. 

0 Whichever? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q in other word., 24 hour, a day for a year or 

year and a half, in aome ca.e. over two year., every .ingle 
conversation over that telephone line would be intercepted? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And be recorded? 

A Yes. 


•/ 
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Right? 


Yes. 


0 Now, you indicated that after this was done *rou 

would take the taoes from the recording machines, and this 
wasn't just one recording machine, but each separate tan had 
separate recording machines? 

A Yes. 

0 So at one time there might be nine, ten, record¬ 

ing machines just in this investigation? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And your job was actually to take the taoes 

from the machines and to listen to them; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And of course youhad help, but basically you 

were in charge 3f the tapes; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And you would listen to every single tape? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 When I say every single tape, you listened to 

every single tape on every single machine? 

A Each single conversation that happened on those 


projects. 


You listened to every tape all tl.a way throuah? 
Yes, sir. 


s 


b 
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q I think you used the expression yesterday, you 

were taking off what was the best for us, that is, what you 

thought was incriminating? 

A Yes, air. 

q Correct? 

A Yes, air. 

q And if the incriminating part was what you 

considered to be significant, you would hold on to the re¬ 


cording itself? 


Yes, sir. We made a copy of the part — 

Let me see if I can clarify that — 

THE COURT: Excuse me. The jury may be excused 


for a few moments. 


(The jury thereupon retired from the court¬ 
room and the following occurred in the absense of the 
jury.) 

THE COURT: I am only saying this to forewarn 
you because I can see possibly in redirect examina¬ 
tion you might make the same complaint when I per¬ 
mitted the Government to show an association between 

Mr. Cotroni and Mr. Orsini. 

And if you in your cross-examination show that 

out of all of the thousands of tapes only the seventeen 
now introduced were retained as being of 


which are now introduced were 
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any value as to any criminal activitv of this defend¬ 
ant, I think that the Government would have a rieht 
to show that more tapes than these seventeen were 
retained. 

Now, I don't know whether that is your purpose, 
and I don't know whether Mr. Puccio would move in 
that direction. But I just want to tell you that 
that is a possibility. 

I will not permit an untrue picture to remain 
on the record. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am not qoinq to do that. 

THE COURT: I do not say you are hut I just 
want to forewarn you. 

MR. IANNUZZI: However, I can qo into thin 
particular transaction. 

THE COURT: Oh, surely. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is all I am aoinq to do. 

THE COURT: I think it is prooer to show the 
number of conversations and everythina else But if 
you no to the jury in summation, or even if >'OU don't 
qo to the jury in summation but if you have the riqht 
to qo to the jury in summation and say two thousand 
conversations were taken and only seventeen were kept, 
and they are trying to paint this fellow as a criminal- 
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MR. IANNUZZI: Oh, I am not going to do that. 
THE COURT: All right, as long as we understand 

each other. 

MR. IANNUZZI: But I appreciate your fair warn¬ 
ing. 

(The jury thereupon returned to the courtroom.) 
THE COURT: Well, I think that I will give 
the jurors some good news. We will suspend today 
at about 4:15. That is only because I have a 
doctor's appointment. I have postponed it for six 
months. I called him today and I asked him again 
and he said if I don’t keep it today it means two 
more months. So I am going to try to keep that 
appointment. I am sorry. I have to suspend early. 
MR. IANNUZZI: May I proceed again? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BARNARD COUTURE, having been previously 
sworn, testified further as follows: 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. IANNUZZI (Cont'd): 

0 Mr. Couture, I think before we had the recess 

I was asking whether or not in fact you after — in other 
words, each day you listened to all the tapes? 


A 


Yes, sir. 
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0 From beginning to end? 

A Yes. 

0 To see if there was anything on them that had 

been recorded? 

A Pardon me? 

0 You listened to see if there was anything there 

that had been recorded, of course? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And I think you indicated that if the call was 

very important, that is to say, if it was determined by 
vourself that it was of great significance in connection 
with this narcotics transaction, that they were kept for — 
MR. IANNUZZI: Withdrawn. 

0 If these conversations had some great sioni- 

ficance, that is, this cocaine transaction, you would retain 
the recording by transferring it to another tape; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And if it had perhaps some significance you 

would at least make a log of it; correct? 

A Yes. 

Q What I mean by a log is that you would listen 

to the conversation and you would put down an outline, so to 
say, a little paragraph describing what was contained in the 


conversation? 
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A 

Q 

A 


Yes. 

Correct? 

Yes. 


q You would make it up in your own words, but 

basically you would report what you heard? 

A Yes, sir. 

q If it was totally nonpertinent to the cocaine 

transaction you would not bother keeping a tape or a log; 
correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And I think you classified it into three cate¬ 

gories, some of which transcripts would be kept, word for 
word transcripts of the conversation, and those would be 
considered really important conversations; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

q some for which logs were kept, they had some 

significance but they were not that important, and you would 
ju.t put down a memo or reminder to yourself or to the other 
members of the Department who were interested; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q calls which had no significance had no recorda¬ 

tion in the log; correct? 

A Correct, sir. 

Q Now, all the master tapes — 
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MR. IANNUZZI: Withdrawn. 

O Now, to use your phrase, all the original taoes 

have been destroyed? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 When I say destroyed, the actual tape mav not 

have been^thrown away, but the conversations, everything that 
was recorded has been destroyed — 

A Yes. 

0 — or eraeed? 

A Yes. 

0 It no longer exists? 

A Yes. 

0 And so these tapes here are not the original 

tapes but copies of the original tapes? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you made these copies by playing from one 

machine to the other; correct? 

A Yes. 

Q You played as much as you wanted to, you stopped, 

and when you got to a conversation you didn't want, you splicer 
that out, would go to the next conversation and keep going; 
is that correct? 

A I don't really understand your question. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I will rephrase it. 
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Q You listened to the tape. You would hear the 

conversation you wanted to record., So you would play one 
machine and then another machine at the same time to record 
it? 

A Yes. 

Q When you got to the end of it and youfelt you 

didn't want any more of that particular tape that day ycu 
would stop the second machine — 

MR. IANNUZZI: withdr r<m. 

Q Then when you got to the point where you finishec 

with that conversation you stopped the second machine and 
lisv^ned further to the original tape, when you got to the 
second conversation — 

A well — 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, go ahead if vou want to 

stop me. 

A (Cont'g) What I did, sir, I had the tape — if 

I have got a tape that I want to retain I am going to make a 
log of it. 

Q Yes. ■ . 

A Then I will take the tape, bring it on another 

machine and make a copy of it on the master tape. 

Q Well, let me just — would you repeat that last 

part there? When you were making a log you would take the 
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tape, put it on a different machine and plav it, stopping 
it and starting it, type out your log? 


I am talking about making a copy. I am retain- 


ino the tape — 

0 A conversation? 

A Yes, a conversation. 

Q Let me see if I can do this with you. You tike 

a tape from the machine that recorded it, you would take it. 
off that machine? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Because actually that machine was still re¬ 

cording possible conversations, so you would put a new taoe 
on the recording machine? 

A Yes. 

0 You would take the original tape and put it on 

a playback machine; correct? 

A Yes. 

0 You would listen to it? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 If you got to a conversation that you were in 

terested in, you would listen and type a log or you would pla 
it at the same time that you recorded it on the second machine 
or third machine? 

A Not exactly. 








739 


y\ 


. % 




A 1820 


Couture-cross 


Well, go ahead. 


I would listen to the tape first. Then I will 


type up a log of the conversation. 


Yes. 


Then after I am going to take the tape and if 


I want to retain it I will play it back on another machine. 


make a copy of it on the master tape. 


All right. So basically what you are saying 


is that you would play the tape and make the log first, and 


then after making the log, if you wanted to save the conver¬ 


sation itself, then you would make another copy on a master 


tape? 


Yes, sir. 


But the master tape is not the original tape; 


it is a series of conversations that had been taken from 


other tapes and retained; correct? 


Yes, sir. 


T’nese conversations on the mar ter tape — bv 


the way, we ar»a listening to a master tape you say; correct. 


Yes. 


This master tape consists of copies of the 


original tap*e? 


Yes, sir. 


And I think 1 asked you that, but you erased 
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all the imoortant things then — actually you erased all of 


them? 

A On the original. 

0 You erased all of those? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 So I presume it is fair to indicate that all 

of the unimportant things had been erased and there is no 
record of their, at all? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Or at least what you thought was imnortant? 

A Important or unimportant. 

0 What you thought was important you kept. What 

you thought was unimportant had been destroyed? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Now, between Dece’nber 19th and December 31, 197( 

did you make a log — 

MR. IANNUZZIi Withdrawn. 

0 Did you make any record of conversations betweer 

Frank Cotroni and Frank Dasti from Mexico City? 

A Can I use my notes? 

0 Surely. In connection with narcotics of course. 

I am not interested in Chinese food or anything like that. 

But did you make any recording between December 19 and 
December 31, from Mexico City, concerning a cocaine transac- 


r \ 
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tion? And that is between Cotroni and Dasti. 

THE COURT: That would be December 18th and 
December jlst. 

MR. IANNUZZI: December 18th, December 19th, 
and December 31st. 

THE COURT: He need not look before December 
18th or after December 31st. Am I right? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, sir, assume that is the 
initial date, December 18th or December 19th. That 
is the date that this supposedly initiated. 

0 By the way, Mr. Cotroni, I just asked you with 

reference to Mr. Dasti; in other words, Mr. Dasti's telephone. 
Do you understand? 

A Yes, sir. 

(Witness examines documents.) 

A (Cont'g) No, sir, not at all. There was no 

conversation or call between Mr. Dasti and Mr. Cotroni between 
the 18th of December and the 31st of December. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Now, if your Honor please, I 
looked at the indictment. The indictment says the 
conspiracy started December 1st, although I think 
THE COURT: I don't want a recital. 


0 


MR. IANNUZZI: Oh, I am sorry. 

Now, Mr. Couture, when you looked through those 
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did you indicate that there were no conversations between 
Mr. Cotroni and Mr. Dasti from the i8th or 19th of December 
to the 31st of December? J 

A Yes, sir. 

0 None at all? 

A None at all. Not that I know of at the Veoas 

oroiect. 

0 Yes, I understand. Now, let me ask you this: 

When you looked through them did you also ascertain -- because 
I didn't ask you and I am sorry, and I hope that you will 

i 

recollect — were there any between the 1st of December and 
the 18th of December from Mexico City? 

A I will have to go through it, sir. 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor please, can we 
have a concession, at least to save time, that in 
fact although the indictment says December 1st the 
conspiracy allegedly began about the 18th or 19th 
when Mr. Cotroni allegedly met with Mr. Catania? 

THE COURT: The indictment says on or about. 

MR. PUCCIO: We have to use approximate dates, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: What is the concession you want? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Just that rather than -- I just 


wanted to save the witness's time from going through 
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the logs from December 1st to December 18th 

THE COURT: Do you agree that there is no 
evidence of wiretap conversations concerninq the 
ma v -rs in the indictment between December 1st and 

December 18th? 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, it all - I v*>uld have to 
get a clarification of the matter, your Honor. 

MK. IANNUZZI: All right. Judge, I withdraw 
the application for concession. 

q Mr. Couture, would you please be kind enough 

to look through the documents again — I'm sorry this hap¬ 
pened and I will ask you more clearly in the future — will 
you please determine whether or not there were any conver¬ 
sations between Frank Cotroni in Mexico City and Frank Dasti 
on Frank Dasti*s telephone, between the 1st of December 1970 
and the 31st of December 1970 concerning narcotics — cocaine 

transactions? 

THE COURT: Would that include any conversa¬ 
tions rather than only those between Mexico City 
and Canada? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Pardon me? 

THE COURT: Would that include any teleohone 
conversation taps? 

MR. PUCCIO: If we are talking about calls 
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between Mexico City and Montreal, then that is 
something else. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, that is what I was talk¬ 
ing about before. But I can expand it if you want 
me to. 

THE COURT: No, it is only if you want to, 

Mr. Iannuzzi. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, my original question had 
to do with calls from Mexico City. 

THE COURT: All right, that little bit, I 
understand, Mr. Puccio is ready to concede. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, that will solve my problem 
a little. 

THE COURT: All right. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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2 MR . puCCIOj All right, we will concede that, 

3 your Honor, subject to our checking it out, Mr. Couture 

4 checking it out, that is calls between Montreal and 

5 Mexico City before the 8 th. 

6 THE COURT: Yes. 

7 MR. IANNUZZIs Mr. Iannuzzi, I don't know what 

8 you said, before the 8th? 

9 MR. PUCCIO: Before the 18th. 

10 I will concede at this point that there are 

11 not any but that one. 

12 MR . IANNUZZI: From December 1st, the 1st of 

13 December to the 31st of December? 

,4 MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 

,5 MR. IANNUZZI: All right, sir. 

16 q And, Mr. Couture, in checking over the logs, 

,7 did you ascertain whether there were any conversations in 
,8 those logs from the 1st of December to the 31st of December 

19 concerning this cocaine conspiracy between Mr. Cotroni and 


20 Mr. Dasti? 


If I am certain there were no phone calls be¬ 


tween Mr. Dasti and Mr. Cotroni? 

0 Concerning the cocaine transaction. 

A From what I can tell you there was no phone 

call between the 18th and the 31st of December. 


I 
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Q All right. Let me limit it to that, there was 

absolutely no telephone call between Frank Cotroni and Frank 
Dasti concerning the cocaine transaction that vou have? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And if you don't have it, it wasn't there? 

MR. PUCCIO: I object to that. 

THE COURT: Sustained as to form. You are 
talking about taped conversations, is that correct, 
is that what you are talking about? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Of course. 

THE COURT: There aren't any, you don't have 
any taped conversations any place concerning cocaine 
in telephone conversations between Dasti and Cotroni; 
isn't that so? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, between the 18th of 
December and the 31st of December, 1970. 

THE COURT: Yes, in that period. All ricrht. 

0 Well — withdrawn. 

And you don't have a recordino of any conver¬ 
sations; correct? 

You don't have a recording of anv conversation 
concerning cocaine? 

A No, sir. 


0 


You don't have a log concerning any transaction 



/ 


A 1828 

747 i 

Couture-cross 

concerning cocaine between Dasti and Cotroni? 

A At this particular time, no, sir. 

Q That is the time that I am talking about, sir. 

A No, sir. 

0 And if there had been a conversation about a 

cocaine transaction, would you have thought it important 

enough to record? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Aid if thti.e had been a conversation about a 

cocaine transaction, would you have thought it important 

enough to make a log? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q If you don't have a log and you don't have a 

recording, would it be fair to say that there weren't any 
such conversations over the telephone? 

MR. PUCCIOt I object. 

THE COURT: May I have the question, Mr. Karr? 
(The previous question was read.) 

THE COURT: I will allow that. 

A Yes, sir, I would have the conversation, I 

would have the log. 

q And if you don't, would it be fair to say that 

there wasn't any conversation? 

A That I recall, yes, sir. 
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Q And of course you are aware of the fact, I 

assume, that Mr. Cotroni was in Mexico City between the 18th 
of December and the 31st of December; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And Mr. Dasti was in Montreal, Canada, between 

the 18th of December and the 31st of December: correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, during the period of time of December 18th 

to December 31st, did you have any recordation of a telephone 
conversation between Frank Cotroni and recorded on the tele¬ 
phones in the Victoria Sporting Club, not Dasti's home, the 
Victoria Sporting Club from Mexico City? 

MR. PUCCIO: That has already been asked 
and answered. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Oh, no, sir. 

THE COURT: I will allow it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I asked only about Mr. Dasti's 
home phone. 

THE COURT: I have allowed it, vouhave won 
the point, Mr. Iannuzzi. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Sometimes I get so worked up 
I don't even hear your decision. 

THE CooRT: Yes, I know that. 


MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you. 
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4 j 

r» 

6 

7 

» 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 


Couture-cross 

Q Are there any recordings of telephone calls 

from Mr. Cotroni recorded on the two telephones at the 
Victoria SportingClub between December 18th and December 31st 
from Mexico City? 

A No, sir. 

0 Not a recording, not a log, not anything; ricjht? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, are there any recordings between the 18th 

of December and the 31st of December on the two telephones 
at the Salon Pierre from Mr. Cotroni in Mexico City concern¬ 
ing a cocaine transaction? 

A No, sir. 

q No recordings? 

A No, sir. 

q No logs? 

A No, sir. 

0 No nothing? 

A No, sir. 


20 

21 

22 

23 


24 

25 


0 Are there any telephone calls recorded from Mr. 

Cotroni in Mexico City from the 18th of December, 1970 until 
the 31st of December, 1970 to a person named Santo Mendolia 
or Mendolia (pronounced differently) concerning a narcotics 

transaction or cocaine transaction? 

A Mr. Cotroni did call at the Mendolia residence 






— 
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2 

and talked 

with Santo Mendolia and Orsini. 


3 

0 

Yes, he did? 


1 

A 

Yes. 


5 

Q 

And you did get the conversation, vou made a 


8 

recording 

of the conversation? 


7 1 

A 

Yes. 


8 

O 

You made a recording, you mean to say, a tape? 


9 

.0 

A 

Yes, sir, I did. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I know what page that is on? 


II 

A 

This is on Vecas 9, which is Mendolia's resi- 


12 

dence, on 

pages 5 and 6 -- page 6, I am sorry. 


" 

0 

December? 

Is that a call made on Vegas 9 on th?; 24th of 


tr> 

A 

No, sir, it should be between— it is either 


18 

on the 14th or 15th of December. 


17 

0 

The 14th or 15th of December from Mexico City? 


18 

19 

A 

Montreal. 

It is an incoming call to Frank Cotroni in 


‘20 

21 

Q 

From Mexico City? 

Is it your testimony that Frank Cotroni was in 


22 

2:i 

24 

Mexico City on the 14th of December? 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am asking the witness if that 


25 

iS 

I 

his testimony. 



I 
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!V It is not from Mexico. 

q It is not from Mexico? 

A No, sir. 

q May I see what y>u are looking at? 

A Yes. 

0 So that we can all find it. 

(The witness indicated a document.) 

THE COURT: What are you referring to? 

THE WITNESS: It is Vegas 9, this is the 

Mendolia residence. 

THE COURT: Would you have the exhibit number, 
Mr. Puccio? 

MR. PUCCIO: We are looking for it now. 

THE COURT: Well, you have the exhibit number 

on it outside of the folder. 

MR. IANNUZZI: We have that. 

THE COURT: I want it for the record. 

MR. IANNUZZI: What is the exhibit number? 

It isn't an exhibit in this case. 

THE COURT: It is marked for identification, 

isn't it? 

MR. IANNUZZI: I don't think so. Judge, it 

wasn't marked in this trial. Judge. 

MR. PUCCIO: The logs haven’t been marked at 


T 
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this trial. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It was No. 7 at the hearing. 

MR. PUCCIO: Wait a second. 

Did ve skip over these numbers? 

THE CLERK: No. 

THE COURT: It is 17 for identification. 

MR. PUCCIO: At the trial as well? 

THE CLERK: Yes. 

THE COURT: All the exhibits previously marked 
for identification are marked for identification in 
this trial. 

MR. IANNUZZI: All right, Judoe. 

BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

Q May I see your log, please? 

(Document handed to Mr. Iannuzzi.) 

0 May I have the place? 

A 15. 

Q That is what you are talkinq about? 

A That is another one (indicating . 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I have just a moment? We 
seem to have difficulty. 

(At this point Mr. Iannuzzi beqan conferrino 
with the witness.) 

THE COURT: I don’t want any nrivate conversation, 
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if you are goinq to have a private conversation I 

will excuse the jury. 

MR. IANNUZZI: No, I just want the place. 

THE COURT: Just point out the place in the 
log, nothing more. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I have a difficulty with this 
in the sense. Judge, that it is in French, it has 
never been translated by the Government as far as 


I know. 


COURT: Nor by the defendant, you had 


these logs. 


t. IANNUZZI: No question about that. 


THE COURT: Yes. 


• r » BY MR. TANNUZZI: 


17 what date? 


This conversation that you speak about was on 


It is either on the 14th or 15th of December 


q Either on the 14th or 15th? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q But it certainly wasn't from Mexico City? 

A No, sir. 

o' All right. Now, was there a phone conversa¬ 

tion between the 18th and the 31st from Mexico City between 
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2 i 

and Mendolia answered no - 

3 1 

0 

Go ahead. 

4 

A 

Cotroni tells him that Carlil will call him 

5 

tomorrow — 


6 ! 


Go ahead. 

7 

A 

— and Cotroni tells him to buy either La Press 

8 

or the Montreal Matin. 

9 

Q 

Are those newspapers, by the way? 

1° 

A 

These are the newspapers. 

11 

0 

Yes, sir, what did he tell him? 

12 

A 

And to check the share value of the Resort 

13 1 

! nevelopment Company in the Canadian Stock Exchange pace. 

14 

Q 

What else? 

15 

1 A 

This is it, sir. j 

1*5 

Q 

you mean Cotroni just asked him to check his 

17 

fltock? 


18 

A 

Yes, sir, and he also asked him if there was 

19 

something new and Mendolia*s answer to him was no. 

20 

Q 

That was the whole conversation? 

21 

I 

A 

Yes, sir. 

22 

1 

0 

Besides this conversation about the Research 

•>;i 

i Development 

Corporation or whatever it was, on the Stock 

2 - 

l Exchange of 

Canada, are there any other conversations between 

2 ! 

3 Cotroni and 

Mendolia b#*w»en December 18th and December 31st? 


I 
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A No, sir. 

0 Pardon me, sir? 

A No, sir. 


5 

Q 

No other conversations exceot the one about 

fi r 

' 

the stock market? 

i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

8 

0 

And you didn't make a record of that conversa- 

9 ; 

tion? 


10 :l 

A 

No, sir. 

ii ! 

0 

So it wasn't something that you considered very 

12 

important? 



A 

Correct, sir. 

14 

o 

You would make a log of it if it might be im- 

15 

portant? 


16 

A 

Yes, sir. 

17 

0 

Now, between the 18th of December, 1971 -- '?0 -i- 

18 

between the 

18th of December, 1971, and the 31st of December, 

19 

1970, are there any telephone calls from Mr. Cotroni to 

20 

Mr. Orsini 

from Mexico City concerning a cocaine transaction? 

21 

A 

No, sir. 

22 

Q 

Not a recording? 

2:i 

A 

No, sir. 

24 

Q 

Not a log? 

25 

A 

No, sir. 
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Not anything? 

No, sir. 

So would it he fair to say that the onlv tele¬ 


phone call that you have — withdrawn. 


And by the way, all these machines, all of 


them were working 24 hours a dav? 
A Yes, sir. 


You didn't have to be there to do the record- 


A No, sir. 

Q That is on all the tapes for all those days 

and for all the conversations that were made Frank Cotroni 
called or didn't call once, did he? 

A No, sir. 

0 He never called from Mexico City? 

A No, sir. 

q And somebody called him from Montreal once and 

talked about the stock market and something new? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And this conversation in reference to with 

drawn. 

This first conversation. Government's Fxhibit 
39 , which is supposedly a translation, that you thought was 
of grave significance and it was recorded on what date? 


5r 
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A It was recorded on — between 4:00 p.m. 

December 30th and 4:00 p.m. December 31st. 

And you say that that conversation had some 
thing to do with cocaine? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Cotroni, by the wav, was not a party to that 

conversation? 


A 

0 

December, 
it? 


No, sir. 

And the second conve-sation, on the 31st of 
that wasn't between Cotroni and anvbody else, was 


A Between Oddo and Dasti. 

0 I asked vou, but not Cotroni? 

A No, sir. 

0 Now, there was a phone call made - withdrawn 

The third conversation — withdrawn. 

You say the second conversation had somethinc 
to do with the cocaine transaction? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And Cotroni was not a party to that, either? 

A No, sir. 

And the third conversation was on the 1st of 
January; correct? 

A Yes, sir. 


i 



/ 


A lu'iO 

Couture-cross 


And Cotroni wasn't a part of that conversation. 


was he? 


t 


No, sir. 


I 

Now there is -a fourth conversation where Mr. 


Dasti speaks to Mr. Cotroni; correct? 


Yes, sir. 


And you had a tape on Mr. Dasti's wires and 


you had a tape on Mr. Cotroni's wires? 


Ye«/ sir. 


Right? 


Yes, sir. 


And this tape was taken from Mr. Dasti's wires. 


T understand? 


Yes, sir. 


Don't you have a second recording of it? 


We didn't make two copies of it, we received 


the conversation on each vita at the same time, we had it 


on Mr. Dasti's and we had the other on Mr. Cotroni's. 


You had it on both? 


Yes, sir. 


But you destroyed one completely? 


Yes, we only kept one. 


You didn't keep a call that you say was recorde 


on Cotroni's wire? 
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You don't know- if it exists or you have never 


come across it? 


I didn't check it, I don't know if there is, 
Did you ever hear of it? 

No, sir. 


Pardon me? 


No, sir 


MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Mr. Klar? 

MR. KLAR: I have no questions, your Honor 
THE COURT: Any redirect, Mr. Puccio? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO: 


Q Now r * Mr. Couture, during cross-examination you 

were asked about telephone calls between Mr. Dasti and Mr. 
Cotroni between December 18th and December 31, 1970. Do 
you recall the questions that Mr. Iannuzzi asked you about 
those? 

A .Yes, sir. 

MR. PUCCIO: May I have a minute, vour Honor? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

0 And that would be calls between Montreal and 

Mexico City- that yea .were asked about; is that correct? 
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2 

A 

Yes, sir. 

3 

Q 

Now during that time period a wiretap was in 

4 

operation 

or two wiretaps were in operation at the Victoria 

5 

Sportincr Club; is that correct? 

6 

A 

Correct, sir. 

7 

0 

And during — between the 18th of December and 

8 

the 31st of December there was also a wiretap on telenhone 

9 

number 514 

-256-7978 located at the residence of Frank 

10 

Ootroni in 

Montreal; is that correct? 

n 

A 

Yes, sir. 

12 

n 

- Now, Mr. Cotroni's other telenhone at his 

13 

residence, 

however, was not being wiretapped at that time; 

14 

is that correct? 

15 

A 

Correct, sir. 

16 

Q_ 

So in response to those questions you checked 

17 

vour log for really three telephones? 

18 

A 

Right, sir. 

19 

0 

And, I am sorry, additionally the defendant 

20 

Mr. DastiV 

s residence was also being wiretapped at that time. 

21 

the telephone of Mr. Dasti’s residence was also being wire- 

22 

tapped; is 

that correct? 

23 

A 

Yes, sir. 

24 

0 

And that would be 514-488-0339? 

25 

A 

That is it, sir. 


T 
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Now, later on in the investiaation, during 


January, Mr. Dasti — 


MR. PUCCIO: May I just have a minute? 

On January 16, 1971 there is a conversation 


which we will get to later on — 


MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, I would 


object to that. 

MR. PUCCIO: That is already in evidence. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Since we haven’t gotten to it, 
it is improper redirect examination. 

THE COURT: Overruled; I will allow it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I couldn't cross-examine about 
it. It is totally improper redirect. 


THE COURT: Overruled. 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 

0 On January 16, '71, Mr. Dasti received a tele¬ 

phone call at a paid telephone booth in the Hotel Laurentian; 
is that conect, sir? 

A Correct, sir. 

0 So Mr. Dasti is in the Hotel Laurentian using 

a pay phone and he receives a call there from Oddo; is that 


corrects 


Correct, sir. 

Now, that was on January 16th — 


i 


/ 
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2 

A 

Yes, 

sir, yes. 




3 1 

o 

Is that correct, '71? 




4 - 

A 

Yes, 

sir. 




5 ; 

o 

Let 

ue go back to the 

time period 

that 

Mr 

6 

lannuzzi 

asked you 

about,that would 

be December 

18th 

to 


December 

31, 1970. 





8 : 

A 

1 

Yes, 

sir. 





0 During that period of time did you have a wire¬ 

tap installed on the pay-telephones — on any pay teleohone 
at the Hotel Laurentian? 

A No, sir. 

0 Did you have a wiretap between December 18, 

197] and December 31, 1970 —- 

15 THE COURT: '71, you said. 

16 : MR. PUCCIO: I am sorry, your Honor. 

17 0 Between December 18, 1970 and December 31, 1970 

18 on any telenhone located at the Pescatore Restaurant? 

19 A No, sir. 

20 MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, I would 

21 suggest that this is rather immaterial and improper, 

22 he is starting te go on to all the telephones in the 

23 world that he didn't have a tape on. 

24 THE COURT: Oh, I won't allow Mr. Puccio to 
ask questions about all the telephones in the world. 


& „ ' - 


9 1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


25 




r 
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I will allow him to ask questions concerning that 
period of time, December 18th to December 31st, 
regarding the telephone lines that were tapped at 

I 

any time on which tapes are being offered. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, the Pescatore Restaurant 

is not one such. 

THE COURT: All right, I will allow it anywav 

as an exception to my ruling. 

Go ahead, Mr. Puccio. 

q Now, do you have a wiretap or did you have a 

wiretao during that same time period, December 18 to December 
31, 1970 on any telephone located at the Dante Pizzeria? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Objection, sir, that is not 
one that is being offered here. It is 

THE COURT: Overruled, I will, allow it. 

Any place that has any relevancy to the evi¬ 
dence in this case I will allow. 

A No, sir. 

q Was that answer, "No, sir ? 

A "No, sir." 

0 Now, I take it you know Mr. Dasti's residence 

was located in Montreal in December of 1970; is that correct. 




Yes, sir. 


/ 


* 
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7 f> 

And — 

THE COURT: I am going to suspend for lunch 
early and I think this is a good time to do it. 

The jury is excused for lunch. 

1 will ask you to return at one o'clock. 

(At 12:00 noon the jury left the courtroom.) 

the COURT: Gentlemen, I have a luncheon 
meeting in the courthouse concerning some administra¬ 
tive business with-a Congressman as to locatina a 
new courthouse out on the Island — 

MR. PUCCIO: If you are telling us that vou 
will take more than 45 minutes to an hour for lunch, 
we won't object. 

the COURT: No, I am not going to, mv meeting 
has already commenced; I will get there a little late. 
We were supposed to start at twelve o'clock. 

What I want to do is spend a few moments, if 
I can, on the question raised by Mr. Klar. 

If you have anything, I will take it. 

MR. PUCCIO: Vfe haven't done anv extensive 
research on it yet but we have something- 

THE COURT: Fine, fine. 

I have a very-late Supreme Court case involvino 
a wiretan-of a lawyer's conversation, between the 
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lawyer and his client. 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, we have been looking under 
the husband-and-wife privilege, we will check further, 
I would just point out that the proposed rules do 
not orevent this conversation from gettincr into 
evidence, and that will be under the new proposed 

rule 505. 

THE COURT: 505? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yea. 

And I also understand, and this is just 
actually-a note which Mr. Korman sent down, the 
privileae is linked to preserving marital harmony 
which might be endangered if the spouse testified; 
it is directed towards her testifying against her 
husband, and we would submit that there is no such 
danger here, we are not asking her to testify, and 
I don’t see how Mr. Dasti's marital harmony, I don’t 
see how it can be endangered in any way at this 
poiht. But we will try to come up with some more 

on this. 

THE COURT: Yes. My offhand reaction was that 
once there u»-*»obable cause to invade privacy, 
then I don’t see how a privilege can be protected 
against that, intrusion, once the predicate in 
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established. The mere fact that it hardens to bo a 
husband and wife, to me appears auite immaterial. 

I think the first problem is .intrudin'? on any 
conversation. Once, for example, under our Title 7, 
if the Court has said, Yes, you may tao a wire, then 
r don’t think one is prevented from tapoino a 
husband-and-wife’s conversation, if it is related 
to or in some way engaged in criminal activity, no, 
not because it happens to be a wife-husband conversa¬ 
tion, or a husband-wife conversation, we have alreadv 
intruded into the privacy of the home — 

MR. PUCCIO: In any event, we are not askino 
her to testify against her husband. 

THE COURT: That is another point. 

MR. KLAR: There is no criminal activi y betweer 
Mr. and Mrs. Dasti, I would submit. 


t ion, 


THE COURT: This reallv relates to minimiza- 


MR. KLAR: I understand. 


THE COURT: When we talk — and that is another 
concept that developed and is developing, and it 
developed after these tapes were made, we are talkino 
about what you can keen out and what you can’t keen 
out. I say for example if this were a private 


i 
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conversation which had no relationship to criminal 
activity, then under the minimization concept we 
would be prevented from listening to it; but if the 
authorities are advised that Mr. Dasti is about to 
come to New York and to complete a narcotics transac¬ 
tion and he gets on the phone with his wife and says, 
Come on, get packed, honey, I have to meet a certain 
man and I hope it has something to do with Frankie, 
and it may be Frank Cotroni, and we are going to 
meet at a hotel and I hope to be through on Monday 
night but it may take a little longer, another 
conversation from which a jury may reasonably infer 
that it indeed had a relationship to the criminal 
conspiracy, why should it be excluded? Now they may 
not be promoting a criminal act by themselves, the 
conversation in and of itself may not be criminal, 
but that xs truly part of a conversation which relate; 

to the conspiracy — 

MR. K1AR: Except 2517 provides that "Such 
privileged communications which shall be intercepted 
shall not lose their privilege.” That type of privi¬ 
lege remains intact, and it is greater 

MR. PUCCIO: That is begging the question, I 

believe. 

MR. KLAR; That is the language in fact of 
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the statute. I will brinq the statute with me after 
lunch; I think this is kind of privileged communi¬ 
cation which the section intends to be privileged. 

THE COURT: Is it any conversation between 
two people? 

I 

MR. KLAR: Not every conversation. 

THE COURT: Suppose it was between Frank 
Cotroni and his mother, would it make any difference? 

MR. KLAR: I think it would be Drivileged on)'' 
between — 

THE COURT: Only because of the husband and 
wife privilege? 

MR. KLAR: Yes, that is more sacred than a 
conversation between a mother and son. 

THE COURT: With a husband and wife it is 
privileged, but when is the privilege destroyed? 

MR. KLAR: But I don't think it meant if there 
is no showing of a crime between Mr. Oasti and Mrs. 
Dasti. 

THE COURT: The Court has said you may intrude 
on all conversations that come into this telephone, 
the Court has made that determination. 

MR. PUCCIO: In addition, your Honor, I think 
it is fair to say that the husband and wife privilege 
is based upon privileged communications which arise 
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from the marital relationship: here you have first 
a call from Mr. Dasti, calling from a public telephone 
at. the Pescatore Restaurant on January 8th, and having 
I would submit from the testimony, just met with Mr. 
Cotroni and Catania, who probably was still there, 
and it refers to certain things which are known by 
third parties. 

THE COURT: I am going to reexamine it in the 
light of Mr. Korman's argument made to me through vou 
where he said the privilege is against the wife testi¬ 
fying against her husband. 

MR. KLAR: But this is her testimonv. 

MR. PUCCIO: No, she has not been called. 

MR. KLAR: It may be in effect her testimony, 
that is, instead of putting her on the stand we are 
having words introduced to the jury through a tape. 

THE COURT: How does that interrupt the husband- 

wife relationship? 

MR. KLAR: It is a defense to which the defend¬ 
ant is entitled and I -- 

THE COURT: That is just platitude. The fact 

is that the theory was that if the husband got up 
on the witness stand and was forced to testify against 
the wife it would destroy the relationship. She is 
not being forced to do anything, he is not being forced 
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to do anvthina. 

MR. KLAR: She hasn't been asked whether she 
wants this conversation admitted, she is beino forced- 
THE COURT: Of course she hasn't. 

MR. KLAR: She is being forced. 

MR. PUCCIO: We will agree that it is acrainst 
her will and that if she were asked she would object 
to it. 

THE COURT: Of course it is against her will. 
You find a case on it. 

All riqht, one o'clock, gentlemen. 

(At 12:05 p.m. a recess was taken until 1:00 
o'clock p.m.) 
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(The following occurred out of the heannn 
of the Jury.) 

THE COURT: Did you find any cases to support 

your position, Mr. Clar? 

MR. CLAR: Yes, your Honor, United States 

versus Kahn. 

MR. PUCCIO: Is that the 7th Circuit/ 

THE COURT-: If that’s the only case you have, 
7th Circuit, 471 Fed. 2d 101, motion to suppress is 
denied hased on the authority of United STates v>.sus 


Kahn. 

MR. CLAR: I also refer the Court to American 
Bar Association project, standards relating to an 
electronic surveillance, 1968, Section 5.11, for the 

Court's reference also. 

You have it on the record. 

MR. PUCCIO: I should point out that the 

proposed rule I cited was adopted bv the Criminal 

Court. 

THE COURT: I looked at the rule, hut I saw 

nothing in that that excepted interceptions. I had 

one of the original drafts. May I see the rule? I 

don't know that I have yet received a copy of the rule' 

approved by the Congress. 

M.i 1 what happened is that 


MR. PUCCIO: 
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ronqress essentially left it up to the court, however, 
the hiah^st Court has adopted the rules the 
Supreme Court. 

THE COURT: It's clear under Kahn that the 
Suoreme Court reversinq the vJourt of Aopeals approved 
its ruling reversinq the District Court, where the 
District Court held it was priviliged. 

All right. Seat the Jury. 

(The Jury entered the Courtroom at 1:05 P.M. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I have no more question 


s 


for Mr. Couture. 


MR. IANUZZI: If your Honor please, I do. 
THE COURT: Mr. Couture, would vou please 

resume? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
HY MR. IANUZZI: 


0 Now, Mr. Coutoure, that log that vou referred 

to, although it happened on December 14th, was that a conver¬ 
sation with Mr. Cotroni and somebody? 

A Which Iona are you referring to? 

Q December 14th, you said in reference to 

Mendola's phone, you said there was a conversation. You 
spoke about one that was the stock market, et cetera, 
is that correct? 

A Yes. 
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Coutoure-Cross 


2 


9 

And that - then you said there was another 

3 

consideration 

• 

4 i 


A 

Yes. 

5 


Q 

was that a conversation that Mr. rotroni was 

6 j 

a yiarty to? 

in other words, was he on the phone? 

*7 • 

/ 


A 

Yes, he was talking to Mr. Guido Orsini and he 

« 

did 

1 

also talk to Mr. Santo Mendola. 

9 l 


Q 

- 

Both on the same conversation. 

10 


A 

. 

Yes, sir. 

n i 


Q 

Do you have the tape for that conversation? j 

»l 


A 

I think so, sir. 

13 1 


Q 

Is that — does that conversation have to do 

14 | 

with wine? 

Do they talk about wine in that conversation? 

lf» 



THE COUPT: Do you mean is it mentioned cr 

16 


that 

what the conversation was about? 

17 



MR. IANUZZI: I'm asking about the words, not 

18 


his 

interpretation. 

10 



THE WITNESS: The words say wine, bottle of 

'20 


wine 

• 

21 


0 

Does it talk about Mr. Orsini havinq wine to 

22 

hO 

imported 

into Canada? 

23 


A 

Yes, around twenty bottles. 

24 


o 

And . sample bottle of * particular wrne? 


A 


Yes, sir, samples. 
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1 
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Couture- Cross 


2 

0 

Cample bottles of wine? Of a particular 


:{ 

winp? 



4 

A 

Yes, sir. 


f» 

! ° 

And do they talk about seeing the liquor 


(5 

pnrmission in order to get permission to import the same ^nto 


i 

Canada? 



8 

A 

He said that he saw the notary to qet the wine. 


f 

0 

And the notary is an official 0 


10 

A 

It's kind of a lawyer. 


11 

0 

So somebody saw the lawyer m reference to 


12 

the wine. 

is that correct? 


1M 

A 

Yes. 


14 

0 

And how about the Liquor Commission, does it 


ir» 

mention the fact that they have to go to the Government, 


it; 

the Liquor 

Commission? 


17 

A 

Yes, sir. 


IS 

Q 

And does it talk about an automobile that 


If 

Orsini was 

qoing to buy, an Italian automobile, that he out 


20 

a deno3it 

on? 


21 

A 

It's talking about a person that would drive 


•> > 

the automobile. 


2:< 

o 

Someone who would drive the automobile? 


21 

P 

Yes, sir. 


•2') 

! 0 

ii 

Did he say he made a deposit on it, and — it's 
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2 

Italian sports car. 

1 3 ! 

A 

Yes. 

4 

Q 

Orsini. Orsini made the deposit? 

! 5 

A 

Yes, sir. 

6 |l 

Q 

You never arrested Frank Cotrom in reference 

7 

to wine or 

a notary or a Liquor Commission or an automobile. 

, « 

dirt you? 


9 1 ! 

A 

No, sir. 

,« 

Q 

Now, you indicated that at one time a phone 

n { 

call on an 

emergency basis was, or a phone, a public phone 

12 I 

on an emergency basis was tapped for just 15 minute, rignt. 

1:1 | 

in the r,aurentian Hotel? 

14 

A 

Yes, sir. 

15 

0 

And someone ran in there, when I saw ran, he 

l<> | 

mav have walked in quickly, but he went in quickly and didn't 

17 

have time 

to set up an elaborate system, but he set up the 

1* 

wire into 

a portable tape recorder, correct? 

1!) 

ft 

i\ 

I think so, sir. 

20 

0 

That was toward the end when you wanted to 

21 

obtain information quickly from a particular telephone, right? 

» 

A 

Yes, sir. 


0 

And you were able to do that, is that correct? 

21 

A 

Yes. 

2 .'» 

Q 

Not you personally, I mean that hr. Lavallee 


did that. 
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A Yos, sir. 


Now, you also testified in an^w^r to Mr. Purcio’^ 

i ** 

questaons that you didn't have a tap on the Dante Restaurant 
or pizzeria telephone, is that correct? 


A That i3 correct. 

You didn't have one? 


A No, sir. 


And you didn't have one on the Pescatore 

in Restaurant? 


A Mo, sir. 


0 And you didn't have one on maybe a million 

other telephones? 


A Correct, sir. 


Well, did you ever put an emergency tap 
it, on the Pescatore Restaurant? 

No, sir. 

Did you ever put an emergency tap on the Danto 

No, sir. 

And do you have any tapes of any other teleDhonr 
conversations between Frank Cotroni and Frank Dasti concerning 
this cocaine transaction other than the ones that are in 

i this book? 

! A Pertaining to this? 


17 A 

|M Q 

hi Restaurant? 

.mi A 

11 0 


i 






/ 


I 
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Couture-Cross 

2 

O 

Yes, the case that is on trial. 

:i 1 

A 

No, sir. 

4 

f) 

Any telephone, anywhere in the world? 


A 

No, sir. 

fi 

Q 

Did you overhear any conversation tnat you 


i • 

didn't tap? 



> H 

A 

No, sir. 


9 | 


MR. IANUZZI: I have no further questions. 


10 


THE COURT; Do you have anything, Mr, Clar? 


11 | 


MR. CLARE; Yes, I do, your Honor. 


XXXXX W 

PECROSS EXAMINATION 


i:i !| 

BY MR. CLAR; 


14 ! 

Q 

Now, Mr. Couture, I believe you testified 


ir> 

earlier today, that the puroose of the oriainal wiretape- 


i«> !i 

were to investigate gambling individuals at the victoria 


it : 

Sporting Club; is that correct? 


IH 

A 

Yes, sir. 


19 

Q 

And in the course of it, in the course of 

1 

■id 

1istening 

to the recorded conversations, it was your job to m 

j* 

21 

out and search for these different signals or code words 


'*2 

you might 

get that would indicate some type of illegal oncra- 


2.1 

tion; is that correct? 


21 

A 

Yes, sir. 


2.’> 

0 

11 

Now, I think you testified that there are 

i 
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cnrtai- -ode words that are used in the narcotics transaction *- 
i*- that correct? 

A This particular case, I think ?<•', sir. 

0 In any case involving narcotic transactions 

oeople don't say heroin or cocaine on the phone; they use 
other terms. 

A Some other terms that I know, ves, sir. 

0 Those are the terms that vou look for? 

A Yes. 

o In fact, there are code words in "ambling, m 

well, aren't there? 

A Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you know of standard code 
words that are used generally in illegal nambling 

ana illegal narcotics? 

In other words, words that are customaril” 
umd so that one narcotics dealer would recognise V”? 


war meant bv the code name? 


THF WITNESS: They could use — 

THE COURT: Is there such a thing? 




THE WITNESS: I don't think so, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. 

q You testified that you were a policeman ass: me 

to the Quebec Police Force back in 1965. 
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1 


Couture-Cross 1 

2 

A 

Yes, sir. 

3 1 

Q 

Were you assigned to the narcotics division 

4 

at that time? 


r> ! 

A 

No, sir. 

6 

Q 

What were your duties at that time? 

7 

A 

I was to analyze all information coming 

H ! 

through electronic surveillance. 

9 1 

0 

Prior to — 

Ml ! | 

A 

Excuse me. I had to deal with members of Organized 

11 | 

Crime . 


12 

Q 

Prior to doing that, did you have any exper- 

i:i 

ience in the 

narcotics field relating to the narcotics 

14 

transactions 

of heroin or any other narcotics? 

J 

A 

No $ sir. 

Mi 

Q 

So you had no knowledge of what these terms 

17 

were in the 

narcotic field? 

18 

A 

Except on what I had learned through our 

19 

training . 


•>i 

0 

i 

What was told to you? 

21 

A 

What I was told? 


0 

You knew from what others had told you, but no* 

2.1 

from your own experience. 

24 

1 A 

Right. 

2 . r i 

Q 

And you also —— withdrawn. 


a 
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0 Nov, just as there are cede w"rds i“ the 

''irrotics field and gambling field — 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. T wou ) A 1 i ; 'e 
to have it established that this witness testified 
that there are code words that are customarily us« J 
in both of these illeqal activities. I haven’t heard 
him say that yet. 

0 Are there code words that are, to your know¬ 

ledge, used in the gambling and narcotics field? 

THE COURT: Customarily used in that business? 
A They could use any code word thev want. 


words? 


THE COURT: Are there certain standard cod" 


THE WITNESS: I don’t think so. 

THE COURT: Not that you know? 

THE WITNESS: I don’t know. 

0 So you looked for anyth inn that, miqht be sus¬ 

picious to you? 

A It could be, sir. 

Q Are there any particular code words that 

are customarily in other illegal activities that you know of? 

A You mean — 

q For example, let's suppose someone — nrr- th"ro 

Havana cigars sold in Canada? 
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Yes, sir. 


You know, do you not, that they are sold 


the United States? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Therefore, as a police officer, you would know, 

would you not, that anyone who was to buy Havana clears In 
Canada and bring them Into the United States would be committing 

a crime, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

q That's a different type of illegal activity, 

not related to gambling or narcotics? 

A That's correct. 

Q if someone was to be making a purchase of ! 

Havana cigars in Montreal for the purpose of bringing them 
to the United States, they might not say that m a tele ; hon 

conversation, they might use code words. 

MP,. PUCCIOs IB this a hypothetical — 

THE COURT: This is a hypothetical, I m waitin 

) : 

for the code words. 

I will allow you to complete the examination 

1 i 

in this are3. 

“ MR. PUCCIO: Will you take judicial notice 

thst buying Huvans cigars in Canada and brrnging them 
into the United states is s crime? 

i: s , I 

THE COURT: I would say so. 
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Couture-Cross 
C> Oo you know anv code words involved ir that 

illegal activity — 

THE COURT: You're talkin' about importing 
for sale in the United States? 

MP. CLAR: Yes, sir, the buvina and sellinq. 

Q The activity we're talking about is the ^uyir.o 


and sell inn of Havana cigars, do you know any code words 

I 

in that activitv? 

A No, sir. 

o If you were assigned to a case where vou 

had to install a wiretape and listen to the conversation 
with renard to Havana cigars to be purchased in Canada and 
sold in the United States, you would listen carefully for 
any words that might signal to you some other meaninn that 
really intended; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

0 Now, there is a ference in government's Exhibit 

30, the first conversation, between Paul Oddo to Frank. 

Dasti, on December 30th, 1970 where Dasti sav«j, starts with a 


A Yes, sir. 

0 Did that particular phrase signal anything to 

you? 

A At that time, sir, I was not an er.oert as far 
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8 

9 

10 || 

11 

12 

1:1 j| 

14 


as narcotics. 

q So that the — excuse me, go ahead. 

A I informed myself to staff sergeant sauve. 

and I was also told — 

MR. IANU7.ZI: I object to hearsay, sir. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. The on! 
question is did that signal anything to you? 

THE WITNESS: I was also told 
MR. IANUZZI: Objection. 

THE COURT: Did it signal anything to you at 
that time? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. If I when 1 lis ~ 
tened to the conversation I did not only listen to 


15 

16 I! 

17 ;! 

18 

19 

20 

| 21 
'22 


28 

21 


1ine 58. 

THE COURT: We understand that. When von 
listened to the whole conversation, did that — "ha- 

that — 

0 It starts with a C. 

THE COURT: Did that mean anything to you. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: The answer is yes. 
q And did that signal to you that what was 

that you thought started with a C, meant? 


A 


Cocaine. 
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0 Put you don't know that for a f act. You 

didn't know that Mr. Dasti had cocaine, did vou? 

A I believed it was that. 

MR. CLAR: I move to strike that. 

THE COURT: Obiection overruled. 

Mow, when you ask, no, T advissri the lawyers 
before, to me no means any information obrameo fro 
any sovirce. Knowledae is not alone what vou see or 
hear directly. 

Q That was your belief? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Put it could have been oossiblo that the 

C. here minht nave referred to ciqars. Is that possible? 

MR. PtJCCIO: Objection to the form, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Objection overruled. I will 


allow it. 


Anv word that boaan with a ^, :t could have 


meant that, too, right? 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


Could it have meant cigarettes -- 

THE COURT: You don't have to no through the 


alphabet. 


It was your purpose — withdrawn. 

You were investiaating Mr. Dasti for gamblin'.?, 


/ 
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2 

is that correct? 

| 

A 

Yes, sir. 

4 

0 

It could havemeant C note, money related to 

5 

gambling; is 

that correct? 

6 

A 

IT's possible, sir. 

1 7 ! 

Q 

It's possible? 

1 8 

A 

Yes, sir. 

9 

Q 

Now, you recall, Mr. Couture, durino the course 

10 j 

of listening 

to these tapes, conversations related to 

11 

Christmas trees — 

12 I 

A 

I recall what that conversation, sir. 

i:$ 

0 

_ was that Mr. Dasti and Mr. Oddo, between 

14 

them? 


15 

A 

Yes, sir. 

16 

Q 

That is the conversation with the language where 

17 

the C is used. 

1H 

A 

Yes. 

19 

Q 

In listening to that conversation, did the 

20 

word. Christmas trees signal anything to you in terms of 

1 21 

a notation 

in your mind indicating they were talking of 

22 

narcotics? 


21 

A 

No, sir. 

21 

Q 

Did you make a log of that conversation? 

27 

A 

1 

Yes, sir. 


*•» 


* 










? 


; I 

17 1 

A 1870 

7fi o 

Couture-Cross 

IH 

2 

Q Then Mr. Dasti says to the effect, T can get 


! :» 

a few dozen," and he was laughint at the time, is that correct? 


4 

A Correct, sir? 


5 

Q Now, I'd like to refer your attention to a 


6 

conversation, number eight, on January 5th, 1971 and this 


7 

is between Vanacora and Dasti; is that correct. 


i H 

A Yes, sir. 


9 

0 And these, you testified earlier, these con¬ 


10 

versations are absolutely correct, the transcription made 


11 

have been compared to the original tapes and the master taoes 


12 j 

and they are ab»olut«ly correct; is that correct. 


t:i 

A Yes, sir. 


14 

Q At some point in the conversation Mr. Dasti 


ir» 

says to Mr. Vanacora, "If you come in I will show you the 


16 

suits." Do you recall that? 


17 

A Have you got the line? 


IH 

Q I think it's line 56, sir. 


10 

A Yes, sir. 


20 

0 "If you come in I will snow you the suits." 


' 21 

A Yes, sir. 


22 

Q Mr. Vanacora being in New York T believe, and 


22 

Mr. Dasti being in Montreal? 


21 

A Right, sir. 


27 

o On January 5th, 1971? 
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Yes, sir. 

0 Aoain the word suits there indicated to vou 

chat Mr. ' ^st i had cocaine; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. CLAR: I have no further questions. 

"HE COURT: Anythina further — 

MR. CLAR: May I consult for a moment with 

Mr. Tanuzzi? 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

I 

MR. CLAR: I have another question, your Honor. 

0 Goina hack to that same conversation, Mr. Couture, 

you said that this particular statement by Mr. Dasti, and 
T'm referring to line 56, indicated to you that Mr. Dasti 
had cocaine; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

I 

0 That would be the cocaine in this transaction* 

is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 And that would be the cocaine — withdrawn. 

That would also siqnnl to you ti e facn that 
Mr. Dasti had that, had the cocaine in Montreal on Jar.uarv 
6th, 19R1; is that correct? 

A Wot necessarily, sir. He said I will show you 


the suits 
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2 i 

0 I will show you the suits if you come in. 


a ! 

Didn't this conversation follow, I think two or three or 


1 

four others where Mr. vanacora said I'm cominq up but for 


5 

one reason or another was delayed, I think it snowed on one 


6 

occasion. 


7 

A That's right. 


l 8 

Q And Mr. Dasti said, "If you come up I will 


• 

9 

show you the suits , " right? 


10 i 

A Right. 


1. 1 

0 Didn't that indicate to you that if Vanacora 


1'2 ' 

came in on that date, January 5th, 1971, to Montreal, that 


»:» : 

Dasti would show him the cocaine that he had. 


14 

A Not necessarily r sir. 


15 

0 But it's possible to interpret that, isn’t it? 


16 

MR. PUCCIO: I object. 


17 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 


18 

MR. CLAR: I have no further questions. 


19 

THE COURT: Anything further? 


20 

MR. PUCCIO: I have a couple of questions, your 


21 

Honor. 


<XXX 22 

redirect examination 


28 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 


24 

o Mr. Couture, Mr. Janurii asked you about a 


25 

conversation between cotroni and Orsini and I believe Mendola 

_ 



5 





/ 
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•1 

T be 1leve 

as well, concerning wine. 



A 

Yes, sir. 


•i 

Q 

Could vou indicate your summary of thit conv. — , 


! i 

nation in 

your loos, please? Is that in Vegas 9? | 

*; 

r- 

Yes. 


i 


MR. PUCCIO: That would be 17 for identif icat xot 

* 

h ;! 

vour Honor. 


>» 

Q 

May I have the page, olease? 


HI 

h 

Pages six and seven. 


11 

Q 

Six and seven? 


12 

A 

Yes, sir. 


] ; ! 


THE COURT: What line is that? 


14 


THE WITNESS: It's pages six and seven. 


i. r > 


mr. PUCCIO: This is in the logs, not the 


1 « 

transcript of the conversation. 


17 

o 

This conversation, as you pointed out previc -s 1 

>' ■ 

1H 

took dace on — 


IS 

A 

December 14th or 15th. 


20 

O 

n.onween the 14th and 15th. 


21 

A 

That's it, sir. 

1 

22 

o 

Was Guido Orsini calling? 


22 

A 

Yes, sir. 


24 '1 

Q 

Guido Orsini was calling from Italy to Santc 


2.‘> || 

Mondola's 

residence? 




y 
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Co ut ur e - Had i r e rrt 
Yes, sir. . 

And both Mr. Mendola was on the phone speakino 


to Mr. Orsini and Mr. Cotroni, right? 
A Right, sir. 


q Now, the log is the summary of the conversation. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And this particular log has not been trans¬ 

lated yet, but in fact, it's in French, is that correct.' 

A I think we do have the master tape also, sir. 

Q But the log that I'm looking at and you're 

looking at and Government's Exhibit 17 for identification, 
or the summary is in the French language, not in English. 

A Yes, sir. 

q You, of course, speak French very well? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Would you translate this log for us, please 0 

A Yes, sir. It's an incoming call, long-distance 

call from Italy. 

MR. IANUZZI: Your Honor, if y>u please, in 
reference to that, I would just ask that the specific 
conversation be translated, not any comments perhaps 
that the policeman made by himself in the log. 

THE 'COURT: You want the conversation 
MR. IANUZZI: If hjR translates the log, he 
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should only translate what he heard and 
he might have added. In other words, 1 
comments not part of the conversation. 

MR. PUCCIO: I will reserve this 
time so that I can — so we can get a t 
which will eliminate anv comments and j 
the substance. 


704 

not v.’hat 
f he added 

for a 1 at 
ran si at i or. 
ust stick 


MR. IANUZZI: I have no objection to that, T udc?ej. 
THE COURT: All right. 

MR. PUCCIO: No further question at this m-o. 
THF. COURT: Anything further? 

MR. IANUZZI: I don't have anvthing further. 

THE COURT: All right, step down. 

MR. PUCCIO: I ask that we be able to recall 


Mr. Couture. 


mr. IANUZZI• Shouldn't we eliminate th*» 
examination of Mr. Tobin at this time? 

THE COURT: Do vou want to cross-examine Vr' 
MR. IANUZZI: I want to clear rm the direct. 
n 'HE COURT: All right, take the stand, 

Mr. Tobin. 

MR. IANUZZI: May I just indicate, I jus*- 
indicated for the purpose of clearing up the record 


I would have no cross-examination of Mr. Tobin 
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THE COURT: Do you Wave any cross-examir.ation? 
MR. IANUZZI: No, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do you have any cross-examination 


Mr. Clar? 


MR. CLAR: No, your HOnor. 

THE COURT: All right, next witness. 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, sir, your Honor. 
REGINALD BEERS, having been called as 

a witness was duly sworn by the Clerk of the Court, 
took the stand and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 


Mr. Beers, by whom are you employed: 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

For I wm im>9 been so employed; 


RCMP? 


20 in Ottowa. 


Eleven years. 

Do you have any specific duties with the 
I am assigned to the Drug Enforcement. Branch 


How long a period of time have you been so 


assigned? 


^ Approximately a year and a half. 

,, Q Prior to that, were you attached to the Drug 

2.'. Enforcement Branch in the Province of Quebec? 
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Yes, sir. 

hid you specifically work in Montreal? 
Yes, sir, I did. 

Now, I'd like to direct your attention to 


January 8th, 1971. 


Now, on that date did you participate in *-he 
surveillance with other members of the Royal Canadian Mounted 


Police? 


A Yes, sir, I did, your Honor. 

0 Ajid can you tell us who accomnanied you or 

that surveillance? 

A There were several members of our surveillanc 

unit along with Staff Sergeant Soive and Agent Gallagher. 

Staff Serqeant Soive would be a member of tie 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police? 

That's correct. 

Q And Agent Gallagher at the time was i 

of the United States Bureau of Narcotics & Dangerous Drugs? 

A That's correct. 


(Continued on the next page.) 
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did you 
Hotel? 



>. _ T . _ 
Beers-airect 


Now, at one point during that surveillance, 
have occasion to be in the vicinity of the Laurentian 


A Yes, I did, your Honor. 

MR. PUCCIO: Judge Mishler is " v our Honor, 

myself and the others — 

THE COURT: Don't be embarrassed, we know the 

custom in Canada, lawyers aren't used to be called 
-vour Honor," and Judges aren't used to being called 
"Your Lordship" here, so Mr. Puccio is a little 
shaken up by your calling him "Your Honor," because 
he is under the impression you are calling him a 

judge, but I understand —— 

THE WITNESS: I am addressing the Court, your 

Honor. 

THE COURT: I understand that. 

Don't be concerned. 

Let the witness be comfortable. 

MR. PUCCIO: Thank you, your HOnor. 

THE COURT: You are not to be flattered, the 
fact is that this is the way the witness is used to 

addressing the lawyers in court. 

If he feels at all comfortable that way, it 
is all right with me — and I don’t think it means a 
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higher office or an increase in salary to either 
myself or fir. Puccio. 

All right, you may continue. 


BY 


of 

or 


at 


MR. PUCCIO: 

n Now, during your surveillance of the vicinitv j 

the Laurentian Hotel on the 6th, were you bv yourself 
were there other people with you? 

A I was with Sergeant Sauve and Aqent Gallagher. 

O And approximately at what time did you irrive 

the Laurentian Hotel, in the vicinity? 

A At aporoximately 6:00 o'clock. 




o And you were in an automobile, I presume? 

A That is correct, sir. 

0 And where was your automobile located in 

relation to the Laurentian Hotel? 

I 

A Up the street from it, just a little north. 

o Now, while you were in this position, did vou 

have occasion — did you, did you make any observation? 

A Yes, sir, at approximately 6:05 Mr. Basti, 

Mr. Oddo and a Mr. Vanacore — I should sav Mr. Dasti arrivec 
at the hotel — 

o How did he arrive at the hotel, if you recall? 

A By car. 

And he entered the hotel and within a minute ox 


25 
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two he was out with two other gentlemen. 

And the two other gentlemen were whom? 

Mr. Oddo and Mr. Vanacore. 

Let me first show you Government's Exhibit 29. 
Will you examine that photograph, please. 

Do you recognize the individual depicted in 

that photoqraph? 

A Yes, I do. 

o Tell us who it is, please? 

A Mr . Oddo. 

MR. PUCCIO: May I have this photograph marked, 

your Honor (indicating). 

THE CLERK: So marked as Government's Exhibit 

40 for identification. 

O Now I show you Government's Exhibit 40. 

Will you examine that photograph, please. 

Now, dtt you recognize the individual depicted 

in that photograph? 

A Yes, I do, it is Mr. Vanacore. 

Q And is that a fair represenvation of the way 

Mr. Vanacore looked on January 6th, 1971? 

A I would say so, yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your HOnor, I offer — 

THE COURT: That is January 6th, 1971. 


o 

A 

0 




1 
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MR. PUCCIO: That is correct. 


I offer Government's Exhibit 40 into evidence. 


THE COURT: Show it to counsel, please. 


Is there any objection, gentlemen. 
MR. IANNUZZI: No objection. 

MR. KLAR: No objection. 


THE COURT: Let it be marked as Government's 
Exhibit 40. 

THE CLERK: Government's Exhibit 40 nreviously 
marked for identification is now marked in evidence. 

MR. PUCCIO: May I be permitted to circulate 
this photo, your Honor? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(Mr. Puccio then handed it to the Foreman o f 
the jury.) 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 

Q Now you have indicated, Mr. Beers, that Mr. Dast j 

came out of the hotel with Mr. Oddo and Mr. Vanacore? is that 
correct? 

A That is correct. 

o Did you make any further observations at that 

location? 


At that location, no, I did not. 

Well, did you see where Mr. Oddo, Mr. Vanacore 
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and Mr. Dasti went? 


They drove south on Pylyle where a surveillanc< 


unit would have followed them. 


Did you see them get into an automobile near 


the Laurentian? 


A When they got out they got immediately into 

Mr. Dasti's automobile. 

o There came a time in that same evening when 

you loft the vicinity of the Laurentian Hotel and you 
travelled in your automibile to another location; is that 

correct? 

A That is correct, sir. 

Q And what was that other location? 

A Mr. Dasti's car was located at a restaurant 

in Metcalf Street in Montreal, the Ostera Del Pensione. 

n You say his car was located near the restaurant, 

the Ostera Del Pensione? 

A Yes. I 


You saw Mr. Dasti's car parked nearby; is that 


correct? 


That is correct. 


Approximately what time was that, if you recall/ 
Approximately 7s15. 

And did you make any further — 


, 


! 




A 

0 

location of 
A 

oxited the 
left. 

o 

A 

team. 

o 

A 

n 

Airport or 
A 
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I'm sorry,approximately 6:15. 

Did you make any further observations at that 
Mr. Dasti, Mr. Oddo and Mr. Vanacore? 

Yes, at approximately 7:35 the three of them 
restaurant and aaain boarded Mr. Dasti' s car and 

And did you continue to foliov; then? 

I, along with the members of our surveillance 

And where did they travel to by automobile? 

To the Deauville Airport. 

Did you continue surveillance at the Deauville 
did you leave? 

I left. 

MR. PUCCIO: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, if I may just have a couolo 


of questions, sir. 

C ROS S - E XAMINATION 
BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

O May I just know, Mr. Beers, how does one address 

a Royal Canadian Mounted Policeman, is it Officer? 

A Corporal. 


n 


Corporal? 
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A Depends on the rank, 

o Corporal. 

Now, Corporal Beers, on the 6th of January, 

1971, when you made your various observations, did you at ar.vj- 
time on that date see Mr. Cotroni — withdrawn. 

Do you know Mr. Cotroni? 

A Yes, I do. 

0 And do you see him here? 

A Yes, I do. 

0 Is he seated at the table immediately to your j 

rinht? 

A Yes, sir, he is. 

(At this point the defendant Frank Cotroni 

rose at defense counsel table.) 
o Is that he? 

A That is he. 

o Very well. 

THE COURT: Let the record show that the 
witness pointed out the defendant Frank Cotroni. 
q And on the 6th of January, 1971, while you made 

these observations that you say of Mr. Vanacore, Mr. Dasti, 
Mr. Oddo, did you at anytime see Mr. Cotroni in the company 

of Mr. Dasti? 


A 


No, I did not. 
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o 


Did you see Mr. Cotroni in the conpanv of 
Mr. Oddo on that evening? 

A No, I didn't. 

n Did you see him in the company of Mr. Vanacore 

on that evening? 

A No, I didn't. 

° You didn't see him in the cotnoanv of al) three 

or of anv of them? 

A No, sir. 

O Did you ever in your life ever see Mr. Oddo 

or Mr. Vanacore — well, did you ever see Mr. Cotroni in 
the company of Mr. Oddo or Mr. Vanacore? 

A No, I have not. 

(Mr. Iannuzzi then returned to counsel table.) 

THE COURT: Have you completed? 

MR. KLAR: I have just a couple of questions. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi, have you comnleted? 

MR. IANNUZZI: No, I'm sorry. 

Yes, I am sorrv. 

THE COURT: Mr. Klar? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. KLAR: 

0 Officer Beers, you say that Mr. Dasti arrived 


in his car alone? 




* 
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805 ' 


That is correct. 

And he goes right into the Laurentian Hotel? 
That is correct. 

And approximately how long before he came out 


with Mr. Vanacore and Mr. Oddo? 


Approximately one minute later. 

And you are still outside; is that correct? 
That is correct. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Did you at anytime enter the hotel? 

No, I did not. 

And T assume that you followed their car to the 


restaurant? 


Alonq with the other members of the surveil' an<- 


v es. 


And they go into the restaurant? 


I didn't see them go into the restaurant. 
Vou did see Mr. Dasti's car outside? 


That is correct. 


Did you ever go into the restaurant? 


No, I did not. 


Then approximately 7:35 they cone out and go 


directly to the airport? 


That is correct. 


Did you follow Mr. Dasti, Mr. Oddo and 


Mr. Vanacore into the airport? 


No, I did not. 


Where are you now, sir, still outside? 


That is correct. 


Did Mr. Dasti go into the airport? 


No, he did not. 


What did he do? 


He left. 


& . 



( 


1 

1 

> 

1 
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2 | 

0 

Did he drop Mr. Oddo and Mr. Vanacore off? 

3 

A 

That is correct. 

1 

O 

And he left? 

i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

6 | 

Q 

Did you continue your surveillance at that 

i 

1 time? 



1 8 

A 

I did. 

9 


MR. KLAR: No further questions. 

10 


THE COURT: Anything further? 

11 


No? 

12 


You may step down. 

13 


Thank you. 

14 


(The witness was ex-used.) 

| 15 


MR. PUCCIO: The Government calls Mr. Claude 

16 

Savioe 

• 

17 C L A 

U D E 

SAVIOE, called as a witness on behal' oi 

18 


the Government, having been duly sworn by the 

19 


Clerk of the Court, testified as follows: 

1 1 

1 20 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

21 BY MR 

. PUCCIO 

* 

22 

0 

Mr. Savioe, by w .om are you employed? 

23 1 

A 

I am a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted 

| 24 Police. 


25 |i 

1 

0 

How long have you been so employed? 


k 

V- 





1 
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2 

A 

Ten years. 


3 

! 0 

Do you have any specific assignment with the 


4 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police? 


5 

A 

Yes, I work on the Montreal Druq Section. 


6 

o 

And for how long a period of tine have vnu 


7 

worked on the Montreal Drug Section? 


8 

A 

Since 1967. 


9 

0 

I would like to direct your attention, Mr. Sa^i 


10 

to Friday, 

January 8th, 1971. Did you have occasion on that 


11 

date to participate in a surveillance? 


12 

A 

Yes, your Honor, on the 0th of Januarv, 1971 


13 

1 WAS accompanied by Special Agent Kevin Gallaaher of the 


14 | 

i 

then USBN & 

DD, which is now the Drug Enforcement Aaencv, he 


15 

was in Montreal, and we went to the Pescatore REstaurant. 


16 

p 

Where is the Pescatore Restaurant located? 


17 

A 

1422 Stanley Street, in Montreal. 


18 

n 

And at approximately what time of da-/ or evening 

T 

19 

did you and 

Mr. C.allagher arrive at the Pescatore Restaurant? 


20 

A 

We arrived just around 7:00 o'clock, and we 


21 I 

entered probably — between 7:00 and 7:30, closer to 7 : 30. 


22 

|i 

o 

You ano Mr. Gallagher entered the restaurant; 


23 

is that correct? 


24 1 

A 

That is right, your Honor. 


25 

1 

n 

Now, did you make any observations inside the 



■l 


I 
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2 ! - 

restaurant at 

that time? 

! 3 !| 

A 

Yes, your Honor. 

4 

O 

Tell us what you observed? 

5 1; 

A 

I observed an individual by the name of 

6 ;l 

Guiseppe Catania, Frank Cotroni and Frank Dasti. 

1 

7 

O 

Now, do you see Frank Cotroni in the courtroom 

i 8 1 

today? 


9 

A 

Yes, I do, your Honor. 

10 

0 

Will you point him out, please? 

11 

A 

He is the gentleman who just stood un. 

12 


THE COURT: Let the record show that the witr.esjs 

13 

pointed out the defendant Frank Cotroni. 

14 

0 

And do you see Mr. Dasti in the courtroom now? 

15 1 

A 

Yes, I do, your Honor, he is the second gentleman 

16 

in the blue 

suit from the left. 

17 


THE COURT: Let the record show the witness 

18 

pointed out Frank Dasti. 

19 

0 

You saw Mr. Cotroni, Mr. Dasti and Guiseppe 

20 

Catania in 

the Pescatore Restaurant on January 8th? 

2, ii 

A 

That is correct. 

22 

0 

At approximately 7:30? 

23 

A 

That is correct, your Honor. 

24 | 

Q 

i 

Do you recall where in the restaurant thev 

25 j 

! 

were when you made this observation? 

1 


* 


/ 
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A They were sittinq at a table. 

0 And for how lonq a period of time did ■■'u and 

Mr. Gallaqher remain inside the restaurant? 

A In and out, your Honor, one minute maybe, we 

saw them together and we were scared that Mr. Dasti micrhf 
recoanize either one of us and that we had seen him. 

0 In any event, you just made the observation 

and you left? 

A That is right. 

MR. PUCCIO: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, if it nlease the Court. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
UY MR. IANNUZZI: 

0 May I know your rank, sir? 

A I am a corporal. 

0 All right Corporal, and your name? 

A Savioe. 

0 Savioe? 

A Savioe. 

0 Savioe, all riqht. 

(At this point Mr. Iannuzzi's naners dropned 
from the lectern.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: I will just leave that there r o^ 
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2 

the moment. 

! 3 

0 

You indicated that vou saw Mr. Cotrom with 

1 4 1 

Mr. Catania 

and Mr. Dasti in a restaurant; is that correct? 

5 

A 

Yes. 

6 

n 

That is a public restaurant? 

1 

7 

A 

Yes, sir. 

i 8 

n 

When you went into that restaurant, sir, when 

9 

you went into that restaurant, is it a bi-levei restaurant, 

10 

in other words there is an upstairs and downstairs? 

11 

A 

Yes, I believe there is. 

12 | 

0 

And when you walked into it from the street. 

13 

is the first level right on the same level with the street? 

14 

A 

No, there is -- there is nothinq — I believe 

15 

there is a 

cloak room, your Honor, on the left when you enter. 

16 

Q 

What I mean is this, when you go in do you have 

17 

to walk downstairs or upstairs or do you walk rinht into t. , 

18 

restaurant? 


19 

A 

You walk downstairs or upstairs. 

20 

0 

I see. 

21 


In other words, you come into the door and 

22 

if yoa are 

eating you go down or up? 

23 

A 

That is correct. 

24 

i Q 

At the level of the street there isn't a floor 

25 

it is above or below the street level? 

I 


/ 



* 
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2 

A 

That is right. 


3 

o 

Where the bar is, do you know, do you know 


4 

whether it is 

uo when you cone in? 


5 

A 

The bar is upstairs and there is also one 


6 

downstairs, I 

believe, your Honor. 


7 

n 

And are there tables, etc., ere., etc. or 


8 

c.i tincr? 



9 

* 

A 

Yes, sir. 


10 

o 

Okav. 


11 


Are there tables upstairs for eatina? 


12 

A 

Yes, there is tables upstairs. 


13 

0 

And when you went in you say you saw Mr. Cotron 

i . 

14 

Mr. Dasti and 

Mr. Catania, were they uo or down? 


15 

A 

Upstairs. 


16 

0 

They were upstairs. 


17 


When you saw them, they were sitting at a tabic 

, 

18 

were they, or 

were they standing drinking? 


19 

A 

They were sitting. 


20 

O 

Sitting at a table? 


21 


Were they dininq, sir? 


22 

A 

No, I didn't see any food. 


23 

O 

Now, were there — well, was the restaur int- 


24 

very crowded. 

almost completely full? 


25 

A 

Not when I entered. 
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2 ; 

0 

Well, at the time — and let me ]ust ask it 

3 

this way to 

be sure — you were in that evening once; is 

! 

4 j 

that correct? 

5 j 

A 

Yes, sir. 

6 | 

r> 

You went in for about — 

7 j 

A 

One minute. 

8 

o 

One minute? 

9 

A 

Yes. 

10 

0 

I think you indicated you didn't want Mr. Dastt 

11 

to oossibly 

see you? 

12 l 

A 

That is riqht. 

13 

o 

And at that time you say you saw Mr. Cotroni, 

14 

Mr. Catania 

and Mr. Dasti? 

15 

A 

That is right. 

16 

0 

Now at that time was the restaurant fairly 

17 

full, almost completely full at that time where they were 

18 

sitting? 


19 

A 

There was, there was nobody right around them. 

20 

Q 

No one? 

21 

A 

No. 

22 

0 

There was no one in the restaurant around them? 

23 

A 

Not around them, no. 

24 


As a matter of fact there was nobody else in 


25 


that part of the restaurant? 
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A 'ihere was a few people in the restaurant but 

not right around their table, is I remember correctly, von r 


Honor. 


stair? 


it was — 


vhen vou say that, you mean urstairs and rtown- 


I checked both, I looked at both olaces and 


(Continued on next pace) 
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2 j o All right; 

3 A (Continuing) It was early in the evenint and 

4 at that time the restaurants are usually not too crowded. 

5 0 And at the time that you saw them — 

6 A It wasn't crowded. 

7 o There was nobody there? 

3 A I don't remember, it was, it was, it was four 

9 years ago, I don't remember. 

IQ | o Your memory is sufficientlv enough because 

H you filed reports in this case; is that right? 

12 ! A Yes, sir. 

1 3 q And you have testified in other proceedings 

14 in this case or in another case or something? 

A Mot concerning this, no. 

I 6 q All right. 

But in any event — 

l 8 A In this case, yes, in Montreal. 

J9 o Yes, in Montreal? 

A Yes, excuse me, that is right. 

0 And you had testified and so you have a fairly 

22 good recollection because this had been brought to your 

22 memory to refresh your recollection many times. 

A Not many times, just — 

24 

0 Several times? 
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A No, to refresh my memory, I remember the niaht 

that the three of them were together was Januarv 8th. 

0 All right, an in fact there wasn't anybodv in 

the restaurant around them; isn't that correct? 

A That is right, nobody around that table, 

o And, sir, you did not hear any conversation >v 


Mr. Cotroni to Mr. Catania or Mr. Dasti or to either one of 
them in connection with cocaine, did you? 


10 

A 

I did not hear 

any conversation whatsoever. 

11 

r> 

Nothing? 



12 

A 

Nothing. 


1 


O 

And the only thing that you can testify 

to is 

1 1 

that you saw 

the three of them in a restaurant? 



A 

That is right. 



io ! 

0 

Basically, and 

in a deserted area? 


17 

A 

That is right. 

your Honor. 




MR. IANNUZZI: 

I have no further questions. 

10 


THE COURT; Mr. 

Klar? 


20 

CROSS-EXAMINA 

TION 



21 

BY MR. KLAR: 




22 ! 

0 

Mr. Savioe, you 

i said, did you not, that 

you 


went — you checked both places, downstairs and upstairs? 
A That is right, 

o Where did you go first? 







I 


1 
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2 

A 

I believe I went downstairs first. 


3 

0 

And I assume there are steps leading downstairs' 

? 

' 

A 

That is right. 


5 1 

i 

0 

Now, standing at the top of the stairs, can you 


6 | 

see the restaurant immediately below? 


> 7 | 

A 

No. 


1 

Q 

Do you walk down the stairs into the dining 


9 1 

area? 



10 

A 

Yes. 


n 

O 

Was it crowded? 


12 ! 

A 

No. 


13 | 

Q 

Empty? 


14 

A 

There was hardly anybody there. 


w 

0 

There was hardly anybody there? 


IK 


Then you walked upstairs? 


17 ! 

A 

That is right. 


1H 

0 

Did you sit down at all? 


19 i 

A 

No. 


20 ; 

Q 

In the upstairs area? 


21 

A 

No. 


22 

Q 

Where were you seated with respect to the tabic 


23 1 

where Mr. Cotroni, Mr. Dasti and Mr. Catania were sitting? 


’ 24 

A 

Just, we just walked into the door and they 


25 

were sitting 

1 

at a table in the corner and we looked at them 




u 

■ \ 



1 
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■> 

. turned around and left riaht away. 




o 

Tn other words, you entered into the door -- 



i 

1 r there 

t door upstairs? 



r» 

A 

Yes there is. 



t; 

o 

I>o vou have to onen the door to aet in? 



* 

A 

I don't think so, I'm not sure. 



H 

O 

Hut there is a door at the top of the stairs? 



f* 

A 

There is a door coming in, I don't know .i *- that 



10 

door as always opened, but there is — but there is an entrap 

r«- 


1 1 

r» 

v ou didn't see Frank Dasti sav in'/thma to th^> 



12 

other two 

individuals? 



l.t 

A 

I didn't hear anyone talk. 



1 t 

0 

Did vou see anybody get up to make a phone ca ’ Li 



ir> 

A 

No. 



Mi 

n 

You said you arrived at the restaurant abou* 



17 

7:00 p. n .; 

is that correct? 



IH 

T\ 

We arrived, yes, outside at aonroxinatelv 7 ; '>o n 

• »' • • 


If* 

20 

o 

to 7:30? 

You didn't enter into the restaurant until, clos^ 

r 


21 

A 

That is right. 




n 

We re you in a car? 



2;i 

A 

Yes. 



’1 

o 

Outside? 



2 . r > ! 

A 

Yes, I was. 





I 
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2 \ 

Q 

And did y° u observe anybody enter? 

:i 

A 

No, I didn't. 

4 

0 

You knew that either of these three individual 

r» i 

gentlemen 

were in the restaurant? 

« 

A 

No, I did not. 

7 !j 

Q 

So at 7:30 you decided to go in to see if thev 

H j 

were there? 

9 

A 

That is right. 

10 jj 


MR. KLAR: I have no further questions. 

11 


THE COURT: Anything further. 

12 


MR. PUCCIO: Nothing further, your Honor. 

n 


THE COURT: You may step down. 

14 


Thank you. 

l. r » , 


(The witness was excused.) 

10 


MR. IANNUZZI: I have nothinq further. 

17 


THE COURT: The next witness. 

18 


MR. PUCCIO: We will ask Mr. Couture, vour Honoif 

19 

to 

resume the witness stand. 

20 



21 

22 

<»•> 



£•1 

24 




2") 


i 


1 
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- BARNARD COUTURE, havina been oreviouslv sworn, 

continued to testify as follows: 

> CONTINUED direct examination 


nv MR. PUCCIO: 


Mr. Couture -- 


THE COURT: Do you intend playing these tanes.-’ 


MR. DUCCIO: Yes, vour Honor. 


THE COURT: Would you redistribute the books 


to the iur'’. 


THE CLERK: Yes, sir. 

MR. PUCCIO: We may have turned some of th^se 
headsets off during the lunch perion, so I think 
jurors will have to check. 

THE COURT: You check the headset to make sure 
the'' are on. 

MR. PUCCIO: We will again start the exanin-e or 
and then stop it and start from the heoinninn to jrst 
make sure that everyone is hearino. 

THE COURT: All right. 

I think you had better go down and start the 
headsets to make sure that they are working now. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have a few questions first. 

THE COURT: Let us see if the headsets are 


working first. 


I 





1 
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2 

It is just a test. 

.1 

(Mr. Couture then played part of a tape.) 

4 

THE COURT: Are they working, is evt *y set 

f) 

workinq? 

6 

JUROR NO. 9: Mine is not workinq. 

7 

THE COURT: Juror No. 9 says hers is not 

8 

working. 

9 

JUROR NO. 9: Ho. 

10 

THE COURT: Did you turn it on? 

• 

11 

(Mr. Couture then approached the jury and ex¬ 

12 

changed a headset with Juror No. 9.) 

Hi 

THE COURT: All right, try the different headset. 

14 

Try it once more for Number 9. 

15 

Is there someone else? 

16 

ALTERNATE JUROR NO. 2: Yes, your Honor. 

17 

(Alternate juror No. 2*s headset was then chang^o 

18 

THE COURT: Okay now? 

19 

JUROR NO. 9: It is all right, it is all right 

20 

now. 

21 

THE COURT: All right, they are all workinn. 

22 

Please resume, Mr. Couture. 

2:i 

(The witness then retook the witness stand.) 

24 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 

2? 

0 Mr. Couture, you indicated previously that you 


II 
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are familiar with 

Mr. Dasti's 

voice? 

A 

with 

— yes. 


O 

NOW, 

in addition 

to that are you also familiar j 

witii Mrs. 

Dasti’s 

voice? 


A 

Yes, 

sir. 


o 

And 

had you heard Mrs. Dasti's voice prior tc 

tne vec;as 

Project? 



A 

Yes, 

sir. 



n Is xt also a fact that Mrs. Dasti has the nick-! 

nine Pinky, as far as you know? 

A Yes, sir. 

n Now, on Friday January 8th, 1971, between 

8:90 T).n. and midniqht, was a tape recording made of a 
conversation between the defendant Frank Dast? and Mrs. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir, as a matter of fact we intercepted 

i >hone call through Mr. Dasti's residence, which nui. or is 
5J 4-489-0038, and that was an incomina call, Mr. Dasti was 
calling Mrs. Dasti. 

TIIE COURT: 00 38? 

THE WITNESS: 0039, I am sorry, your Honor. 

O Can vou play that conversation for us, that 

will be conversation Number 9 in the book ; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Couture took a i>osition beside 


j 




1 
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2 

the Uher Machine 

and began playing the tape.) 

3 ! 

(Transcription of Call No. 9 follows.) 

4 

"Pinky: 

Hello. 

s ll 

"Dasti: 

Hi, Sweetie. 

6: 

"Pinky: 

Hi Honey. 

7 

"Dasti: 

Hi Honey your foot. 

H 

"Pinky: 

Drunk huh? 

9 | 

"Dasti: 

Yeah, I'm drunk. 

i 

10 j 

"Pinky: 

Well, just stay there. 

11 

"Dasti: 

Listen, how would you like to leave 

12 j| 

for New York tomorrow morning? 

1 

13 i 

"Pinky: 

Oh I'd love it. 

14 

"Dasti: 

Well, start packing your bags (both 

15 

laugh). Just start packing your bag3. 

16 

"Pinky: 

Oh, they're already packed. 

17 

i 

"Dasti: 

Go ahead. Pinky, get the bags out. 

18 

we're leaving tomorrow, I gotta go into New York, Babv. 

19 

"Pinky: 

Are you kidding? 

20 

"Dasti: 

Hones to God. 

21 

"Pinky: 

Wa're leaving tomorrow. 

22 

"Dasti: 

Right. 

23 

"Pinky: 

For how long? 

24 

"Dasti: 

I don't know, four or five days. 

25 

"Pinky: 

Four, five days? 


’ 

i 



I 
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"Dasti: Yeah, Just start- na eking vour baa?, 

Sweetie. 

"Pinky: Oh, come on baby. 

"Dasti: I ain't kiddin. 

"Pinkv: For four or five days? 

"Dasti: Well, I gotta meet somebody Sur. lav, 

maybe Tuesday, but Monday I'll finish evervthino. <v 
Thursday I should be back here. I'm with some ^eo- le 
now with Frankie and eh; just get your keyster (Pr un. 

"Pinky: No, but what time do we have to leave?, 

"Dasti: Well, let's say, I gotta, vou see. T 

made a reservation at the Drake, you know. 

"Pinky: Yeah. 

“Dasti: And I should be there f or tomorrow; hut: 

unless I can send her money for the dav, vou know. 

"Pinky: Yeah. 

"Dasti: No reservations (incomprehensible* not 

until eh Sunday; all packed she said, that stupid 

"Pinky: Well, tomorrow's Saturday. 

"Dasti: I know! I couldn't get, but I can ef 

one for Saturday, isn't that something. 

"Pinky: Yeah, but I mean, can you, arc you 

cronna do business tomorrow? 

"Dasti: No, I ain't gone not do business 

tomorrow I gotta meet some people on Sunday, you know? 
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"Pinky: Oh! 

"Dasti: But you see, if I can qet in there 

tomorrow, Sunday, I can't get no reservation at the 
Drake. Anyway when I get home I'll talk to you Sweeti^ 
"Pinky: O.K. Honey. 

"Dasti: I'll try to arrange somethina anyway. 

Maybe I'll send her a day out you know, a full day for 

the, for the room so they'll keep the room, you know. 

* 

Do you understand what I mean? Eh? 

"Pinky: Yeah, well suppose we would get, oh 

Sunday you can't qet a room. 

"Dasti: No, Sunday*• nothin but I can get 

Saturday, and oh. 

"Pinky: If you take it Saturday there, it'll 

be there but. 

| 

"Dasti: Yeah, I'll be there for eh indefinitely 

isn't that somethin? That stupid ass. 

"Pinky: Who's payin? 

"Dasti: Well, who's payin, Frankie's payin. 

-i 

"Pinky: HUh, maybe we better take a tent. 

I 

"Dasti: (Laughs) 

"Pinky: What are you doinq? 

"Dasti: I'm talking baby. (Hear singing in 


background.) 
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"Pinky: Oh, sounds like a lot of fun. 

"Dasti: Yeah, these people are crazy here, now 

they take a few drinks they're jumping in the dir: vou 
know where Pescatore downstairs where the phone is. 


t; 

that music is 

running (Incomprehensible) 


7 ! 

"Pinky: 

(Laughs) 


8 

"Dasti: 

The noise is goin. 

j 

9 ! 

"Pinky: 

Well, you sound half loaded darlino. 

10 ; 

"Dasti: 

Nah, are you kidden baby: 

I just had 

11 !' 

two scotches. 

How could I be half loaded. 


12 j 

"Pinky: 

O.K. hone, so, eh. 


Ill 

"Dasti: 

Well, eh, concentrate and 

let me know 

14 

something when 

I get home. 


l. r > ' 

"Pinky: 

Well, wha what do you want 

me to let 

Ifi 

vou know? 



17 j! 

"Dasti: 

Concentrate, that's all. 


IH 

"Pinky: 

I mean you want me to go to the locker 

11) 

and take the bags out now? 


20 ! 

"Dasti: 

Ha ha do something. 


21 i 

"Pinky: 

Well, honey, now come on. 

talk senso. 

')') 

! 

"Dasti: 

O.K. baby. I'll see you home. 

•J ; i « 

"Pinky: 

I mean, you know, you want 

me to go now, 

24 ij 

and get the bags? Or can we make tomorrow 

afternoon 

25 

(incomprehensible). 
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2 

"Dasti: Well I guess tomorrow afternoon, maybe 


3 

even if we stop by eh overnight you know; well, I just 


4 

called to give you the good news; anyway I'll see you 


• r > 

home. 


6 

"Pinky; Well I don’t believe it yet. 


i 

! 

"Dasti: Ah, you you can, you can bang on ''our 


8 

• 

head on it. 

| 


9 j 

"Pinky; O.K. Honey. 


10 ! 

"Dasti: O.K. Sweetie. 


11 

■Pinky: Gee it's it's funny I had the idea, th< 

J 

12 

eh, did I say to you the other day you think you 


13 ! 

(incomprehensible) 


14 

"Dasti: Yeah, I know (incomprehensible) 


15 ; 

"Pinky: That's funny. 


16 

"Dasti: O.K. 


17 

"Pinky: No, but no kidding, is he oaving. 


18 

"Dasti: Yeah, yeah. 


19 

"Pinky: Oh you'll tell me when you come, when 


70 

are you coming home? 


i 7.1 

"Dasti: Soon, as soon as I finish talkino 


■> 2 

I*11 be finish soon. 


73 

"Pinky: Soon? 

71 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

7;, 

■Pinky: You be careful honey. 

warn 

— 



» 
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M >» 

Uasti; 

I will 


Pink’/; 

And it's so cold. 

• 

Dasti: 

O.K. Sweetie. 

1 

Pinky: 

I love you. 


Dasti; 

I love, bye bye. 


Pinky; 

Bye bye." 



(This concludes Call No. 9.) 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, it has been stimiu'na 
that m the event a representative of the Drake not- 1 
called as a witness for the Government, he wc ■' ' 
tostifv that the records I have in my hand were fr-vr, 
the files of the hotel; that they were made and knot 
in the ordinarv course of the business of the Drake 
Hotel; and at this time I offer them into evidence. 

THE COURT; Anv objection to them, gentlemen? 

MR. IANNUZZI: No objection. 

I would just like to see then for a moment be¬ 
cause we stipulated that it wouldn't be necessary, 

I thought we had stipulatnd that it wouldn't he 
necessary. 

THE CLERK; Drake Hotel records marked as 
Government's Exhibit 41 in evidence. 

MR. IANNUZZI; I have no objection, in the event 
that I Hadn't indicate I have no obnection. 


I 






1 
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I 
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THE COURT: Let it be marked. 


THE CLERK: So marked. 


(Continued on next page 
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2 

;1R. PUCCIO: Your Honor, mav £ be oermittod to 





read from this? 




1 : 

THE COURT: Yes. 




f> 

MR. PUCCIO: This is a microfilm ropy of the 




«i 

hotel registration card, back and front, and the hc*-el 


4 


i 

bill from the Drake Hotel in New York City. 




H |i 

It indicates the guests at the hotel were 




!» | 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Dasti. Their address 4635 Clanranald 





#418, Montreal, Canada. 




II 

The records indicate that Mr. f. Mrs. Dasti 




12 

checked into the Drake Hotel on January nth, 1971 and 




j 

that they checked out of the hotel on January 13th, l'*7 

1. 



11 

May I circulate this, your Honor? 




ir> : 

THE COURT: Yes. 




Hi 1 

MR. PUCCIO: I have another stipulation. 




17 

It is further stipulated that in the event 




18 i 

a representative of the Ranada Inn Hotel in Dallas, 




m I 

Texas were called as a witness for the Government he 




2«,: 

would testify that the records I have vn my hand, wfi.cn 


■ 


21 

we are about to introduce, are records from the files 



- 


ot the Ramada Inn in Dallas, Texas and were made and 




'£\ l 

kept in the ordinary course of business of the Ramada ihn. 




THE COURT: Show it to counsel. 




:>. r > 

MR. IANNUZZI: I haveno objection. 


i 



9 

•- 
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MR. PUCCIO: Any objection, Mr. Klar? 

MR. KLAR: do objection. 

THE COURT: Let it be marked. 

THE CLERK: So marked as Government's Exhibit 4 2 

in evidence. 

(Document referred to being records from the 
files of the Ramada Inn, Dallas, Texas, received and 
marked Government's Exhibit 42 in evidence,) 

MR. PUCCIO: May I be permitted to read from 

this record, your Honor. 8 " 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: This exhibit consists of a 
registration card and hotel bill from the Ramada Inn, 
6900 East Cedar Springs Road, Dallas, Texas. 

And it indicates that an individual named 
Claudia Martinez checked into the hotel on January 9, 
1971 with a Datsun automobile and checked out of the 
hotel on the morning of January 10, at 10:00 a.m. I 
am 3 orry, January 10th in the a.m. 

May I circulate these records? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest to the Court, whilg 
we are looking at the documents, that I have an 
objection as to relevance, but not as to the particula* 





/ 


! 

1 
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■j 

document. 


* 

TH1 COURT: I understand. 


1 

MR. IANNUZZI: And to all the o-her document- 


r> : 

taat were stipulated to, I object to relevance. 


() 1 

but ot.’ier than that I have no objecti< r. to the see'-.* 

N 

1 j I 

document. 


H ! 

THE COURT: It nav be narked with the unr.rr- 


9 : 

standing of the defendant's particular objection v.c 


10 ! 

relevance. 


11 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, we oa : • Mr. ''r an k '"ill 


12 

Your Honor, can we have a short recess. 


i:< 

THE COURT: I will wait until -'on oet thr^urh 


14 

lookinq at the exhibits. 


ir» i 

Oo you intend to olay the taoes? 


Hi 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, we will pla' r the tapes. 


17 

THE COURT: Then I suqqest yo” keen the nor.. 


IH 1 

on your chair or anyplace that is cci niont (adorer • 


10 

lurv) . But we will wait until all the iiirors ha«"-> 


•JO ! 

seen the exhibits that are being nas'-«d around. 


ji j 

1 

We might as well take a short recess. We 



take a recess until 2:30 so that if vou would l ; v 


»:i j 

go dov/n and get a cup of coffee or a drink fror ft 


M ! 

so^t drink "nchine, you may do so. 


'/ft : | 

11 

(The jury thereupon retired from the courtroom.] 

. 
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(Short recess.) 

(After recess.) 

THE COURT: Now wh.it's the problem. 

MR. PUCCIO: Everybody was downstairs but 
apparently they just went out to get a sandwich. 
Apparently there must be a misunderstanding. We are 
going a little faster than we thought. 

MR. IANNUZZI: What is that? 

THE COURT: Apparently the witness went for a 
walk for coffee. 

MR. PUCCIO: They went across the park for 
coffee. We sent a car out to bring them rioht back. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I though Mr. PUccio was sayinq 
his case was shorter. 

MR. PUCCIO: No, I think we are just going a 
little faster than anticipated. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May we get an idea with reference 
to how long you will be so I will know when to bring 
witnesses? 

THE COURT: Todav? 

MR. IANNUZZI: No. I mean in general. Next 
Tuesday? 

MR. FUCCIO: I will have witnesses available 
the beginning of next week. 
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MR. IANNUZZI: The beginnina? 

MR. PUCCIO: If we don't complete our case todaiy 
we will comDlete Monday. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well that's an idea. 

THE COURT: So you should be able to brinq taenj 
in Monday afternoon or at least on call. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes sir. 

THE COURT: All riqht, trv and net back at 3:30. 

(Short recess.) 

(After recess.) 

THE CLERK: Be seated please 

THE COURT: Are you ready to nroceed? 

MR. IANNUZZI: I suggest one point, if '-our 
Honor please, and that would be that apoarently we 
are going to have testimony by Aaent Mill who apu*»i'inc 1 
made some observations or surveillances. But we have 
not in the entire mass of information — we have nc^ 
been given any 3500 Material with respect to this 
particular item. So I would ask the Court to wen. 
us to see it. 

THE COURT: After the direct I wilx direct tic 
Government to turn over any 3500 Material. Do you ;.av^ 
that? 


MR. PUCCIO: Yes, I do. And I have someone up 
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stairs making copies of it right now. 

THE COURT: All right. Will you give it to 
counsel without making a demand for it so that you w: 1 
just turn it over and give it to them? Is that all 

right? 

MR. PUCCIO: As soon as it arrives. 

THE COURT: Or do you want me to excuse the iurv 
MR. PUCCIO: It is two pages long. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Maybe we can read it meanwhile. 

MR. PUCCIO: Do you want to read it before the! 

I 

jury comes in? 

THE COURT: Mark it. 

THE CLERK: A two page report dated January IStji, 

l'J71 marked Government's Exhibit 3500-8. 

(Document referred to consisting of a two page 
report dated January 18th, 1971 referred to as received 

and marked Government's Exhibit 3500-8.) 

MR. PUCCIO: I have the original upstairs. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I indicate for the record 
your Honor, that we have gotten so much information 
and continual representations by the Government that 
we have gotten so much information, and this is ver'- 
very significant, and this we didn't get. 

MR. PUCCIO: I don't know how significant it is. 
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MR. IANNUZZI: Well, surveill.inces in New York 
at the tine of the aliened transaction. 

THE COURT: Well, go ahead. Thi? is two paces. 
If you need any tine let me know. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I just look at it. now. 

THE COURT: Yes, surely. 

(Counsel examine document.) 

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Iannuzzi, you have taken 
some time with it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: V'e are readina it. 

THE COURT: I know. But there is a discussion 
goinq on. You will have time to qo over it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: When will that be, sir? 

THE COURT: Anytime that vou want it. It vou 
want to at the end of the direct, I will suspend \r. ! 
aive you all of the time that you want. 

MR. IANNUZZI: If you want to do it that wav, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: Seat the jury. 

I can do better things than just sit here and 
wait until you get through discussino it, you know. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, we are goinc to have to 

stop. 

THE COURT: I know. But I don't like to waste 
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II 


II 

3 

4 I 

5 

6 1 
7 

II 

8 

9 

10 i 

11 ! 
12 ; 

13 

|| 

14 

16 || 
16 

17 

18 


ii 


19 ! ! 


20 


21 




21 


my time either. My time is worth something too. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It certainly is. Sir. 

4 * 

(The jury thereupon returned to the courtroom.) 

MR. PUCCIO: I call Mr. Frank Gill. 

THE CLERK: Face me and raise v our right hand. 
FRANCIS M. GILL, called as a witness on behalf 
of the Government having been first duly sworn 
by the Clerk of the Court took the stand and 
testified as follows: 

THE CLERK: State your name and spell it for 
the record. 

THE WITNESS: Francis M. Gill G-i-1-1. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO: 

0 Now, Mr. Gill, by whom are you employed? 

A I am employed by the Drug Enforcement Administr^tio: 

o How long have you been so employed? 

A Approximately eight years. 

0 Where is your present office or assignment? 

A Toronto, Canada. 

<» What is your position in Toronto, Canada? 

A Special Agent in charge of the office. 

0 Now, of course '>ou were a member of the predecegnoi 

aoencv, the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs? 


il 
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A That is correct. 

A As it was then called? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

( * Durinq the year 1971 - »ere you working with the 

bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs ir. NW; York Pit-’? rs 
that correct? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

(Continued on next page) 


1 




/ 


1 

1 
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r2 2 

0 I would like to direct your attention now to 


3 ' 

first to Saturday January 9th, 1971. 


4 

On that date did you have occasion with other 


1 

i 5 1 

> 

Bureau of Narcotics Agents to conduct a surveillance in "ev 


6 ; 

York City? 


7 i 

A Yes we did. 


► H 

o And where did you personally on that date :>eqxn 


9 i 

your surveillance? 


10 i 

v A In the vicinity of the Drake Hotel, 56th Street’ 


11 I 

and Park Avenue in Manhattan. 


12 ! 

0 And approximately what time of day did you bemf 


l* 

1 

the surveillance? 


■ 14 

A I arrived at the Drake at approximately 5:30 o.i| 

)- 

15 

0 Tell ua ,what took place or what you observe". 


16 

after you arrived? 


17 

1 

A After arriving at the Hotel and parking the 


18 

vehicle in the vicinity of the Hotel I went into the lobbv 


19 

<# the Drake. And at that time I saw the defendant Frank Das 

hi 

20 

sitting in the lobby. 


21 

0 And now, do you see Frank Dasti in the courtroc 


22 

' j 

today? 


23 

A Yes I do. 


21 

o Will you point him out please? 


• 1 ", 

A Yes. He is sitting at the defense table, the 

1 

( 




1 


3 3 f * 


'i i 



8 

9 ' 
!() I 




11 ! 


12 


l.i 


n 
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second fron the right in the dark blue suit. 

THE COUnT: Let the record show that the wit 
pointed out the defendant Frank Dasti. 

O Uhat further observations did vou make of 


!SlS 


Mr. Dasti? 

A After seeing the defendant Dasti, 1 lnnediatci^j 

left the hotel and took up a position on 56th Street. 
Approximately five minutes later I saw Mr. Dasti exit the 
hotel and enter a vehicle which was parked — it was a gold 
Pontiac — parked on 56th Street at the corner of Park hvenue 
n And when Mr. Dasti entered the vehicle were 

there any people inside? 

A Yes. There were two males inside the vehicle 


1:> i already. 


O And from your vantaqe point were vou able to 

identify either of the two males? 

A I was able to see one of the males but I wasn't 

able to identify him at that time. 

o Did vou later identify him? 

A Yes we did. • ’ 

g Who was that? 

A An individual by the name of Anthony Vanaco^e. 

o Were you able to identify the other man"' 

A NO. 






1 
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Now, did you have occasion to observe the 



1icense plate 

of the vehicle? 

4 1 


A 

Yes I did. It was a New York plate. I don't 

5 i 

recal. the number though. 

6 I 


0 

Who was the vehicle registered to? 

7 1 


A 

1 

It was registered to Anthony Vanacore, the son 

« ' A * 

J 

of 

the individual who is sitting in the courtroom. 

9 1 


0 

What other observations, if anv, did you mace 

.0 

on 

that day? 

* 

11 j 


A 

Well, after Mr. Dasti entered that vehicle 

12 

he 

was in the — he stayed in the car for approximated 20 or j 

13 

25 

minutes. 

And then exited the vehicle and reentered the 

i 

14 ' 

Drake hotel. 


15 


0 

Now, during the surveillance were vou accompanied 

16 

by 

ary other 

agents of the Bureau of Narcotics? 

17 


A 

Yes I was. Approximately six other agents. 

18 


O 

There were six other agents in the area 7 

19 


A 

Yes, there were. 

20 



MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I would like Mr. Rill 

21 


if I 

may, to step down for a minute and I would lik>:» 

22 

1 

to have Mr. Couture take the witness stand. 

23 



THE COURT: All right. 

* 24 



MR. PUCCIO: I have further questions for Mr. i,i 

25 


in a 

few minutes. 
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MR. IANNUZ7.I: Your Honor, m?v -»ust ask trvat 
this ororodure is rather disconcertw, I think 
witness should be finished. V.'e keep netting thi 
procedvire. And I think it is improve-'*. 

Till COURT: Why can't vou complete W 1 1r. - 
witness? 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, T will hr* eoallinq t 
witness your Honor. Vie are atte^nt"'." to do 1 
chronologically. 

THE COURT: No. Why can't ''nu corolete 
this witness? 

MR. PUCCIO: Do you want me *-o continue? 

UY MR. PUCCIO: 

O fir. Gill, did you continue this "-veillance 

r»n the next day or continue participatino in t.ne serve 1 U '•nee, 
next uay, January 10th? 

A Yes, that is correct. Vie resumed the surveiu mpp 

on early the morning of the 10th. 

O That was a Sunday? 

A Yes, a Sundav. 

o Approximately what time of the day on tne loth 

did you personally begin working on the surveillance? 

A Approximately 8:00 or 9:00 a.r. 

o Did you make any observations at that tine 








1! 

Ii 

1 ! 
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2 1 

A 

Yes. On the morning of the 10th I observed 


4 j 

Mr. Dasti in the hotel lobby. And he remained there for 


4 

aoproximately 

one hour, 45 minutes to an hour, and then re 


f> j 

enter the elevator. 


6 1 

0 

Approximate!v what time was he in the loony. 


7 1 

if you recall? 


1 H 

A 

In the morning, it would have been around 


9 

11:00 a.m. 

1 


.o ! 

Q 

£nd he remained in the loboy for an hour.- 

11 ! 

A 

Approximately 45 minutes to an hour, and return^ 

11 

12 !| 
1 

about noon. 



>3 

' ° 

And he returned to the elevator approximately 


14 

about noon? 

13 that right? 


15 i 

A 

Yes. 

1 

I 

16 | 

0 

Did you make any further observations of Mr. Da* 


17 

on that day? 



18 

A 

Yes, a little later in the afternoon, at 

I . 

19 

approximately 1:30 or 1:34 p.m., he again came down to the 


20 

lobby and again remained for another 45 minutes just in the 


21 

lobby before 

returning to the elevator. 


22 

o 

Did Mr. Dasti — did you observe Mr. Dasti do 

| 

24 

anything in 

the lobby? 


24 

A 

At that time, no. 


2o 

Q 

i 

Did you make any further observations of lr. nasti? 

1 




l : 
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* i 

A 

Yes, later ->n in the afternoon at approximately 

i 


4:00 o'clock 

Mr. Dasti exited the elevator, entered the lobbvl, 


\ 

left the hotel and started walking. He walked east on 5fath 

■ 

5 

Street and then started walking north on Park AVenue. 


0 


And at this point there was none confusion in 


t i 

the surveillance and we lost him one or two blocks north of 


8 : 

the hotel on 

Park Avenue. 


!» 

o 

So you and the other aaents lost si^ht of 


10 

Mr. Dasti? 



11 

A 

Yes. 


12 

o 

Now approximately what time was it you ’ost 



sight of Mr. 

Dasti? 


'■« 

A 

It would have been a few minute 1 afto- >» ; o r 


ir» J 

4:10, 4:15. 



Hi ; 

n 

And did there cone a tine later that day again 


IT 1 

when you observed Mr. Dasti? 


i h ; 

A 

Yes, we saw him return to the hotel around 


10 ,1 

f> ; 00 n.m. or 

a little before 0:00. 


20 

O 

Anti did you make any further observations o 


21 

Mr. Dasti at 

6:00 o'clock? 

1 

*>*> , 

A 

Yes. The next time I saw him after he r-eturne • 


21 | 

to the hotel 

was again in the lobby, althouon this ti-> with 

' 

:i 

» Lemale, which was his wife. And thev went into the Drake 


!■> i 

hotel dining 

room and had dinner. 



, ' 
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o At aoproximately toat time of tre day did the-' 

have dinner? 

A That was right around 6:00 o'clock. 

0 Did you observe Mr. & Mrs. Dasti having dinner? 

A Yes. They had dinner. And after finishing 

dinner they returned to the lobby. And Mrs. Dasti reenteroa 
the elevator, presumably to go back to the room. And Mr. Dasti 
exited the hotel and hailed — well, he had the doorman hail 

| a cab for cim. 

you able to follow him after that. 

No, we weren't. The traffic was such that he 
not a cab very quickly and we weren't able to get out cars. 1 
And the cab went through the light on 56th Ave. and Park. We 

weren't able to make the light. 

O Sc you lost him again? 

A Immediately. $ 

MR. IANNUZZI: I lost a little bit of the 

continuity. May I know just when that was? 

THE COURT: Mr. Simon, would you please 

are you asking that the time be fixed? 

MR. IANNUZZI: In other words what day and time,, 

I am sorry I lost that. 

THE COURT: Well, you continue. If it wasn t 
stated then you can ask him that on cross-examination. 
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R4 s 


8 

9 1 

10 j 


12 




14 

.15 

IK 

17 

fls. |H 

19 

20 
21 

22 
29 j 

24 


I thought it was something you didn't near. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I didn't hear what dav and time 
he said. 

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Simon, read the 
answer back. 

MR. IANNUZZI: The last part. Just the last 
part. I am sorry, sir. 

(Record read.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: Will you read that further 
(Record read.) 

O Approximately what time was it when vou lost 

Mr. Dasti for the second time? 

A It would have been shortly before 7:no p.m. 

/eproximately a quarter to seven, ten to seven we left the 

hotel. 

(Continued on next paoe'i 
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2 ; direct examination 

:t ;j by MR, PUCCIO: (Cont'd.) 

( Q NOW, did you continue your surveillance of 

ll 

Mr. Dasti on Monday, January 11th? 

A Yes, on the 11th there was another surveil- 


6 ! 


H 


9 

10 
n !| 

12 j! 

13 I 

14 

15 

16 
17 


lance, yes. 

q Were you a participant? 

♦ 

A Only for a portion of it. 

q And when did you begin working on the sur¬ 

veillance on that clay and where? 

A It was began, on the morning, Monday morning, 

the 11th at the Drake Hotel. At this time Mr. Dasti was 
seen in the morning between 10:00 and 11:00 in the morning. 

He came out of the hotel and grabbed a cab again. At that 

point my participation en^ed. 

q Were you able to follow him? 


18 | 

19 j 

20 I 


A 


Q 

when he left? 

A 


22 

23 




Other agents were. 

You made no other observations yourself, 


No. 

MR. PUCCIOI No further questions. 

THE COURT: All right, cross-examination, 


24 


Mr. Iannuzzi. 
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1 

2 ! 

CROSS-EXAMIN/iTI ON 


:< ! 

BY MR. IANNUZZI 



4 


MR. IAI'INUZZI: May I have a moment, '/out 


r . 

Honor - 

— 



r% 

THE COURT: Do you want to take a recess? 


i 


MR. IANNUZZI: I think I can do it if you 


H 

just give me a minute or so. 


i* 


THE COURT: All right, go ahead. 


10 !| 

bY MR. IANNUZZI: 


11 

Q 

Agent Gill, would it be more proper to call 


12 

you Mr. Gill? 



i:t 

A 

It doesn't matter. Either way. 


14 

Q 

If I ask you anything that has a tendency to 


ir> Ij 

confuse you or 

not understood, please tell me so I could 


10 

rephrase it. 

All right? 


17 

A 

Yes, sir. 


1 H 1 

0 

You indicate that you are a member of the 


10 

DEA, and a special agent? 


20 

A 

Yes, sir. 


21 

Q 

And as a special agent, you are a trained 


' j 

investigator. 

Is that correct? 


2.1 

A 

Yes, sir, that's correct. 


24 

Q 

And as part of your duties as a trained 


t ' 

investigator, 

you are to gather information? 



.' > , . * ‘ I 

^ ’ . *• **■* " 4 *»' f * . / 

A - * ’.5, *■ * ' A 

, . » ' * 9 ■ ,* , V ♦ * ' 
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Yes. 


And on occasion that information might be 


used in a trial or a prosecution? 

A That's correct. 

0 xnd .o -hen you gather thie information in 

conjunction with that training that you receive, you gather 
thi. information toward the end of pre.erving a- integrity 
there*-, ao that it could be pre.erved for court? 

A you mean putting it in a report, yes. 

a Putting it in a B»ort making sure you have 

iU the fact, and nothin, i. ‘ »“ h “ * COOPlet * 

. r _ _ as you can »*ke it? 

investigsti*» * « m 
A Yes. 

a And in conjunction with thi. training, you 

have some training I assume in surveillances? 

A Yes, sir, that's correet. 

a And not only do you have training in sur- 

, u- nm a» experience in surveil- 
veil lance but you also have some xpe 


lances? 


Yes. 


Ib that correct? 


Yes. 


And of course, you had experience in sur- 


velllancee before Januery of 1971? 
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f ^ Yes» sir# that's correct. 

Q And experience in not only surveillance but 

in making reports. Is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

q Now, you indicate that on January 9, 19 

you became aware that a Kr. Dastl was going to be in New 
York at the Drake Hotel. Is that correct.-’ 

A That's correct. 

Q You knew that. It had to be determined 

either by yourself or by your superiors or by fellow agents 
that a 24 hour surveillance would be maintained? 

^ Yes sir# that's correct. 

q And on January 9th, I believe, you indicate 

that Mr. Dasti was seen in the vicinity of the Drake Hotel. 

Ia that correct? 

A In the hotel, in the hotel lobby. 

48 

q Actually in the hotel? 

A In the lobby. 

q This hotel, by the way, sir, is on 56th 

Street and Park Avenue on the northwest comer. Is that 
correct? 

A That's correct. 

y And Mr. Dasti was seen sitting in the lobby, 

«,„<! .fter being .een eitting in the lobby for * .hort while. 
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2 j 

he left the hotel. Is that correct? 


A 

Yes, tfaafc*s correct, within five or ten 

■« j| 

minutes of ray 

arrival, ay seeing him there, he left. 

5 1 

Q 

So that when you went to the hotel on the 


9th of January 

, you saw at some time, at some time you saw 

" 1 

Mr. Dasti in the lobby of that hotel? 

H 

A 

That'* correct. 

9 1 

Q 

2y the way, sir, do yo l know Mr. Frank Cotroni? 

10 

A 

No, I don't. 

11 

Q 

Do you know the gent sitting there who just 

12 

staoehi up for 

you, sir? 

19 

A 

No, I have never seen him before. 

14 

Q 

You didn't see him at the hotel? 

m 

A 

NO. 

10 

Q 

At any time? 

17 

A 

z 

o 

• 

1H 

Q 

A* a matter of fact, I guess it's fair to 

19 

say that you 

never saw that man before in your life? 

20 

A 

Prior to being in court, no. That's right. 

21 

| 

Q 

You indicate that there are approximately 


six agent* working along with you. Is that correct? 

2t 

A 

Approximately, yes. 

24 

Q 

These six agents weren't all together in a 


bunch of six? 


Approximately, yes. 

These six agent* weren't all together in a 










1 


I 

6 
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2 

A 

No. 


Q 

So might they have been in the lobby? 

1 

4 

A 

No, most of them would have been either on 


the street or 

in a car. The lobby is small. You can’t 

« 

stay there. 


_ 1 

Q 

But, so that not. to be obvious some were 

8 || 

out in the car, some were reading a newspaper out in the 

9 1 

street, something like that. Is that correct? 

10 j 

A 

Right. 

11 ,! 

Q 

Mr. Dasti I assume came out of the lobby of 

12 j 

the hotel and 

proceeded east on 56th Street. Is that cor- 

i:t 

rect? 


14 

A 

No. 

ir» ;j 

Q 

No? 

i« 

A 

NO. 

17 

Q 

When he left the hotel, didn't he cross 

18 

East 56th Street — I'm sorry. I got the east in the wrong 

(9 

place, he crossed 56th Street? 

20 | 

A 

Right. 

21 .j 

Q 

And that's East 56th Street? 

*>'} ' 

A 

At that point it's east. 


Q 

In other words. Park Avenue is the east side? 

24 

A 

Exactly. 

-•< ! 

Q 

He crossed 56th and got into a vehicle, a 

1 


/ 
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'66 gold vehicle? 


\ ’66 gold Pontiac, yes. 

q Let me ask you this: At the time you first 

observed Mr. Dasti, was he carrying anything? 

A No, I don't recall that he was. If anything 

he may have been holding a topcoat. 

q Other them a topcoat, I mean a package? 

A No, sir. 

q A magazine? 

A No, sir. 

Q Just his coat? 

A If anything it might have been just a top¬ 


coat. 


Did he put the coat on? 

I don't recall. 

In any event you didn't see anything other 


than his hand? 


So he crossed the street and got into a car. 


Is that correct? 


That's correct. 

In it with two unidentified males? 


Q 


That's correct. 

This Mr. Cotroni I asked to stand up before 






1 \ 
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am' whom you 

looked at, he was not one of those men in the 

a 

car, was he? 


\ 

A 

No, he wasn't. 

• > 1 

Q 

That you're sure of? 


A 

Yes. 


Q 

You indicate that that vehicle was registered 

M 

to a person 

named Vanacora? 


A 

Yes, Anthony Vanacora. 

10 

Q 

Was it Anthony Vanacora that yoti saw in the 

11 

vehicle? 


12 

A 

Yes, it was. 

lit 

Q 

Do you know who the other chap was? 

11 

A 

The man in the vehicle was Anthony Vanacora, 

,,r ’ 

Sr., the car was registered to Junior. 

1 

Hi ; 

0 

The car was registered to the son but the 

IT 

father was in the venicle? 

1H |j 

A 

That's correct. 

H) 

Q 

You say you don't know who the other chap 

2(1 ! 

was? 


21 ! 

A 

No, I didn't. 

22 : 

Q 

At that time did you know a person named 

2:i : 

Oddo? 


24 , 

A 

Yes. 

25 i| 

Q 

Was it Oddo in the car? 


7 






I 

t 
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2 


A 

I couldn't tell. 

3 


Q 

It might have been? 

4 


A 

I only took a walk past the car on Vanacoras 

ft 

side 

and glanced in. 

6 I 


Q 

You could see Vanacora easily? 

7 1 


A 

Other than the fact that it was a male. 

8 j 


Q 

would it be fair to say, without tying you 

9 

down 

to it. 

it might have been Oddo but you couldn't see 

io | 

for 

sure? 


11 


A 

I couldn't say. 

12 


Q 

And some while after that, perhaps 20 or 

J 

25 minutes, 

Mr. Dasti got out of that car? 

14 


A 

That's correct. 

15 i 


Q 

And walked back to the hotel? 

10 


A 

That's right, recrossed 56th and reentered 

n 

the 

hote 1 . 


18 I 


Q 

At that time he was carrying a package? 

19 I 


A 

He may have been, I don't know. 

20 | 


Q 

I hope 'lou don't mind that I marked up a 

21 

copy of your report but if. only a photostat. I ash you 

22 

to 

look at 

Government's Exhibit 3500-8, and ask you if you 

23 

re 

cognize 

what that is? 

24 


A 

Yes, I do. 

25 


Q 

Sir, is that a copy of your report? 






10 
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A Yes. 

<J Would you look at the second paragraph there¬ 

of, air. Just read it to yourself for a monient, sir. 

Did you do that? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Does that refresh your recollection ae to 

whether or not when Mr. Dasti left the vehicle he was car¬ 
rying a package? 

A No. To my personal observation, I didn't 

see Mr. Dasti carrying a package. 

Q Is it in here, in your report, incorporated 

in your report, that in fact when he left the vehicle — 

MR. PUCCIO: I object. 

THE COURT: Sustained as to form. 

Does your report say that's the form -- 

Q Does your report say that Mr. Dasti was, 

when exiting the vehicle, was carrying a package? 

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q A small package? 

A That's correct. 

Q A package which you did not see when he went 

into tne vehicle? 

A No, I was giving him my personal observa- 


t ion. 






► 
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2 

Q 

You didn't see him carrying the package when 


3 ! 

he entered the 

vehicle? 


4 i 

A 

That's correct. 


5 i 

Q 

And you saw him go into the vehicle? 


6 

A 

That's correct. 


1 7 I 

Q 

After Mr. Dasti went into the hotel on the 

1 H 

9th, the vehicle left the area, is that correct? 

9 ! 

A 


10 1 

Q 

The gold Pontiac left the area? 

11 1 

A 

That's correct. 

12 1 

Q 

There was mo ’further observation of any 

i;» | 

activity of Mr 

. Dasti on that date? 

'4 

A 

No, sir. 

15 

Q 

Would it be fair to say that he basically 

j io 

stayed at the 

Drake Hotel? 

17 

A 

Yes. 

IK 

Q 

As a matter of fact, with the 24 hour surveil 

- 

19 

lance he was at the Drake Hotel for the rest of the day or 

Jl i 

night? 


i 21 

A 

That's flocrect. 

2‘2 

Q 

On the 10th of January, you observed Mr. 

23 

Dasti go dovm 

to the hotel lobby, the Hotel Drake lobby, is 

24 

that correct? 


25 

A 

A few tis»s. 


\ 
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•> 


6 


7 

8 

9 

10 

11 I 

12 ■ 

13 ! 

14 : 

15 || 

18 i 


18 ' 

19 , 

I 

20 | 
21 | 
22 | 

23 

24 : 


Q Well you got there about 8:00 o'clock? 

A Yes, approximately 8:00 or 9:00 a.m. 

Q There was still a 24 hour surveillance? 

A Yes. 

Q And there was still about six men on it? 

A Well, during the night it may have been cue 

in half to two or three, 1*00 a.m. or 3:00 a.m. 

Q What about after 9:00 o'clock? 

A It would have come up to what was there on 

Saturday afternoon. 

Q Without tying you down, around six people? 

A Yes. 

C Posted in various spots for the purpose of 

taking into consideration positively that the man might go 
east or west or north or south and you had your men posted 
strategically, I assume? 

A That's correct. 

Q You saw Mr. Daati in the lobby around 11:00 

A That's right. 

U He went back to the hotel room, I assume 

about 12:00? 

A Well, presumably reenter the elevator. 

Q He went upstairs? 


A 


That's correct. 
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Q 

He didn't leave the building? 

| 

3 | 


A 

Tfeat's correct. 

4 


Q 

You did not see him meeting anybody, did you? 

r> i 


A 

In the morning# no sir. 

6 ! 


0 

He wasn't e sen making any phone calls/ 

_ 1 

7 


A 

No, sir. 

8 I 


Q 

About 1:45 he came back again, didn't he? 

9 I 


A 

That's correct. 

i° 1 


Q 

Then he, at 2:00 o'clock he was in the lobby, 

n \ 

2:30 he 

went 

back to his hotel room, is that correct, or 

12 

back up 

the 

elevator? 

13 j 


A 

That's correct. 

14 


Q 

You didn't follow him up to his room? 

15 


A 

No. 

16 


Q 

But he stayed in the building? 

17 


A 

That's correct. 

IH 


Q 

About a half hour later, is it in your report 

19 

that a 

II 

Ford ThaadMkixd with a New York registration drove 

20 

around 

the 

building or past the building? 

21 

| 

A 

The Ford* «W*derbird just drove down 56th 

22 

Street 

past the front of the hotel and kept going. 

23 

I 

Q 

Since it drprve slowly past the hotel, in 

24 

your vigilance you checked out the licence plate? 

25 


A 

It was standard jemctice to take license 
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plates. 




, 

Q 


You took that license plate and that turned 


4 

out to be a 

vehicle owned by Vanacora too? 


5 . 

A 


That's correct. 


B ; 

Q 


This was another son of Mr. Vanacora? 


/ ' 

A 


That car was registered to Dominic Vanacora, 


H | 

another son. 




!» '' 

0 


Now, about 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon of 


10 

the 10th of 

January, Mr. Dasti left this hotel? 


1 ! 

A 


That's correct. 


12 

0 


He started walking north on Park Avenue? 


12 

A 


Yes. 


14 

Q 


In other words, he walked a little bit east 


15 

to the comer 

and then north towards 57th Street? 


Hi 

A 


That's correct. 


17 

U 


y t> i 

Down where the Taft HOtel is? 


IH 

A 


No, I don't know the exact location. 


111 



Would 51st and 7th Avenue be appio>.iinate? 


20 

A 


Well, it's possible. I don'u know. The 


21 

Americana is 

right there and the Hilton is right ..ere. 



The Taft I 

am 

not sure. I have never been to tne Taft. 


22 

Q 


Basically, I don't have the address my 


21 

head, it’s 

in 

that area, 51st, 52nd but 7th Avenue? 


2-» 

A 


I don't know. I have never been to the 

1 


y 



Taft Hotel. 
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All right. I am sorry. In any event, it 


certainly isn't north of the Drake Hotel? 

A That l don't know. 

q You have no idea where it's located? 


Q m any event, you see Mr. Dastiwalking on 

Park Avenue north, north on Park Avenue and there was some 
confusion as to whether he took a cab, kept walking or 

exactly what happened to him? 

A That's correct. 

q All six men lost him? 

A Well, all six wouldn't have been following 


him. 


However many were following him, however 


were nho.d of him, side. In b.ch of him. In front of him, 

everybody lost him. 

A That's correct. 

MR. PUCCIO: For the record the Taft is 

at 50th 6treet and 7th AVenue. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Fine, thank you. 

Q so, 50th 8treet and 7th Avenue, will you 

accept as I do Mr. Puccio's description of it as being 53th 

and 7th Avenue? 


I 






■\ 


■I 
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<> l 

A 

Okay. 

:i 

Q 

That certainly isn't north of the Drake? 

4 

A 

No, it is not. 


r, | 

Q 

It's not even east of the Drake? 


<> 

A 

No, it's west. 


i ■ 

0 

It's west and south. 


8 1 

A 

Right. 


54 j 

Q 

Anyway Mr. Dasti is going in a northerly- 


10 

direction, is 

lost and for about an hour nobody knows where 


11 

he is? 



12 

A 

That's correct. 


It 

Q 

And around 6:00 o'clock he corues back to the 


14 

hotel? 



15 

A 

Approximately, yes. 


10 


And he was by himself alone when he returned. 


17 

wasn' t he? 



18 

A 

Yes. 


10 

Q 

And he and his wife went to dinner in the 


20 

hotel restaurant? 

| 

21 

A 

Yes. They went into the restaurant in the 


22 

hotel to have 

something to eat. They were both seen in tne 


20 

restaurant. 

I saw them both. 


24 

Q 

In the Drake having something to eat? 



A 

il 

That’s correct. 

1 


•* 


/ 




T 


cab? 


six agents? 
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Then Mrs. Dasti went upstairs? 

Yes. 

And Mr. Dasti went outside and took a taxi- 


That's correct. 

And suddenly again Mr. Dasti was lost to all 


Yes, at that tine in the evening on 56th 


Street in frcpt of the Drake Hotel — 


MR. IANNUZZI : I object, your Honor. 

THE 00® RT: Just answer the question. Is 


that correct? 


THE WITHESS* Yes, that's correct. 

So, all the agents wherever they were, lost 


Mr. Dasti again? 


That's correct. 


However, 


tine later on about 10:00 


o'clock he returned to hie room? 


Yes. He was lost for approximately three 


hours and returned around lOtOO p.n. 


Now, I would assuas it would be fair to say 


that Mr. Dasti did not leave the hotel again that night? 

A no* he did not leave. He may have left the 

hotel. He had a dog with him in the hotel, he may have 




/ 
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walked the dog. 

q So he walked outside near the sidewalk? 

A He may have. 

Q To the extent he raay have left the hotel, he 

walked the dog to the comer or around the corner and bacx 
again? 


A That's correct. 

Q On the 11th, you indicate that Mr. Dasti 

left the hotel and went to a currency exchange corapary? 

A Yea, he did, although those are not my per 

sonal observations. 

Q He went to exchanges small amount of Canadian 

money in exchange for American money? 



A Yes. 




g What is a small amount of money — 

THE COURT: Did you make that observation or 

did somebody else? 

THE WITNESS: No, I didn't. 

THE COURT: Are you asking this witnesr to 


testify to what somebody else told him? 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am asking him to testily 

what is in his report. 

THE COURT: Any objection to that? 


MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 
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i THE COURT: Sustained, 

t QY MR. IANNUZZI: 

4 q Do you know what the amount was? 

MR. PUCCIO: Objection. 


«■> 

THE COURT: Sustained 


q Did you include in your report the fact 

H j 

tnat he went to the exchange — 

9 

THE COURT: Objection sustained, that s 

JO 

immaterial. 

11 

HR. IANNUZZI: I take exception to your 

12 

Honor's remarks as to what is material or not, mo6t 

i:» j 

respectfully, of course, sir. 

14 

THE COURT: Did you make those observations? 

15 

I will csk you once more. 

16 

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I didn't. 

17 

THE COURT: You will only ask this witness 


the observations he made, what he saw. 

19 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I ask him about his report? 

20 

THE COURT: Next question, Mr. Iannuzzi. 

21 

MR. IANNUZZI: I want to be guided by your 

22 

Honor's — 

2:i 

THE COURT: The jury is excused. 

24 

(The jury withdrew from the courtroom at 

26 

3:10 p.m.) 
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THE COURT: Ask the questions outside the 
hearing of the jury. Go ahead and I will rule on 
them. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I just want to know how much 
money was exchanged. 

THE COURT: Did you make these observations? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

THE COURT: Next question. 

BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

0 Did you include in your report the fact 

there was an exchange of a small amount of money in tne 

.mf 

PajMKlin Company? 

A Yes, that's in my report. 

Q Was that done in the ordinary course of your 

official duties? 

A Yes, I incorporate observations of other 

agents in my report. 

Q Did you ascertain how much money was exchanged? 

A NO. 

MR. PUCCIO: I object to the whole line of 
testimony. 

THE COURT: I haven't admitted any of it 

yet. 


If you are trying to prove that an agent's 






report is made in the regular course of business 
and can be introduced on that basis, you better be 
very careful because on that basis Mr. Puccio 


might overrule many reports. 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor please, I am 
merely asking this agent what was incorporated in 




this particular report. 

THE COURT; For what purpose? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Just to determine 
THE COURT: He said he didn’t see it. 
next question you ask was it made in the regular 

course of his business. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That's right. I just wanted 

the amount. 

THE COURT: The answer was it was made in the 
regular course of the business. Now, are you offer¬ 
ing the report. That’s the way to get the report 



in. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I understand that. All I 

wanted to know was the amount of money. 

THE COURT: I don't think it makes a bit of 
difference but you are not winning the point. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am just trying to — 

THE COURT: It is wrong. I could say,'All 





22 


867 


A 1949 

Gill-cross 

right, let it go in," but you spent about five 
minutes on that nonsense. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I except to your Honor's 
reference to my exception as nonsense. I don't 
think what I am doing here is nonsense. 

THE COURT: The examination as to how much 
money he exchanged and whether this witness regards 
it as a little or a lot is pure nonsense. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I repeat the agent made those 
observations. If it'3 nonsense it's the agent's 
nonsense and not mine. I am only reading a report. 
THE COURT: Do you understand ray ruling? 

MR. IANNUZZI: As I understand it you say I 
shouldn’t ask what a small amount of money is. 

THE COURT: Exactly. 

Now, seat the jury. 

(The jury entered the courtroom at 3:15 p.m.) 
BY MR. IANNUZZI: 

Q Mr. Gill, after Mr. Dasti exchanged the 

money, the Canadian money for the United States money in 
Ra»*din Company, around 10:00 a.m., he left the hotel by 
cab. Is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q He went to the Bronx? 
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A Yes, again that is not my personal observa¬ 

tion in the Bronx, only the fact he left the hotel by cab. 

q Does it appear in your report that in fact 

he went to the Bronx? 

A Yes. 

q In the taxi cab? 

A That's correct. 

g Anfl at this time I imagine the agents didn't 

lose him so they knew where the cab went and followed him? 

THE COURT! I am allowing this because there 
is no objection, Mr. Puccio. Only because there 
is mo objection. 

MR. PUCCIOs I have no objection at this 

point. 

Q Mr. Dasti met a Mr. Vanacora at that place? 

MR. PUCCIOi I object. 

THE COURT! Did you see it happen? 

THE IfimfiSt Objection sustained. 

. 

q Does it appear in your meport? 

THE COURT: Doa*t read from something that 

is not in svidsnoe, Hr. lamnuxxi. 

MR. PUCCIO! I also object to that question. 

THE COURT! Objection '»«e sustained to that. 

MR. IAHNUR&I: There is an additional question. 
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THE COURT: This witness will testify and 
may testify to anything he saw or ne heard. Tne 
mere fact it is in his report does not give you tne 
right to ask those questions. If you want to gee 
that report in evidence, there is a way of doing it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: You mean by offering it, your 
Honor? I will do that. 

THE COURT: Do you have any objection to it? 

MR. PUCCIO: No objection. 

THE COURT: Let it be marked. Marked in 
evidence. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I don't have the original, 
your Honor. Mr. Puccio has it. 

MR. PUCCIO: The original has another copy 
of the hotel record attached to it. The hotel 
record is already in evidence. 

MR. IANNUZZI: We can detach that. It is 
already in evidence. There are some documents, 
there, and I will offer the whole thing. 

THE COURT: Any objection? 

MR. PUCCIO: No objection. 

THE COURT: Let it be marked. 

THE CLERK: Government's Exhibit 3 jOO-8, 


including four other copies of a document, are 
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marked Defendant Cotroni's Exhibit M in evidence. 

(go marked) 

IANNUZZI: 

q Would it be fair to indicate that your re- 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. I will not 
allow this witness just to oe used to confirm what 
is in a report. If you would like the jury to hear 
the report, read it. 

M*. IANNUZZI: I want to ask him a question 
as to what he has done and What he observed. I 
think that's perfectly proper and I am going to 
read the report to the jury, yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Don't ask this witness what e^se 
in his report in addition to those matters that he 
observed. a&rt*br»atter* he observed, you can 
examine him. Oe the matters he has not observed 
but in the report just read the report. Don't use 
the witness solely for the purpose of having him 

confirm what is in the report. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I don't intend to do that, 

sir. I will follow your instructions. 

IANNUZZI: 

Did y cm, sir, in addition to your observation* 


U 
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make this report concerning not only your observations but 
some other people's observations? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q And did, after Mr. Dasti left and got in the 

taxicab, did there come a time when he returned to the hotel 
on the 11th of January of 1971? 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I have the witnes.: look 
at his report, perhaps he wants to refer to it from 
time to time. 

THE COURT: Do you need it to refresn your 
recollection? 

THE WITNESS: No, sir. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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2 | 

Q Very well. 

•» 1 

Did he return to the hotel about 3:00 p.m., sir? 

4 

A 3:30 p.m. 

5 I 

I don't recall saying that. 

6 | 

MR. IANNUZZI: May we have him read it so he 

7 

will be able to refresh his recollection? 

8 

MR. PUCCIO: You are talking about January 11th? 

9 1 

1 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

10 

(A document was handed to the witness.) 

11 

0 In Paragraph 5 there are, sir, "hree lines from 

12 i 

the bottom of said paragraph* 

13 1 

Now did Mr. Dasti return to the hotel about 

14 

3:30? 

15 

MR. PUCCIO: I'm going to object. 

16 

Unless this witness made the observation, vonr 

17 

Honor, if not, your HOnor, I object. 

18 

THE COURT: Did you see him return to the hotel? i 

19 

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I didn't. 

20 

MR. IANNUZZI: Very well. 

21 

0 Now, in the evening, in the evening, sir, of 

22 

January 11th, did Mr. Dasti — was Mr. Dasti in the hotel 

23 

with his wife, did you 3ee him in the hotel with his wife? 

24 

A No, sir. 

25 

0 Did you observe him making — exiting the hotel 
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No, I personally did not, no. 


Very well. 


On January 12th now, sir, did Mr. Dasti stay 


close to the hotel all day? 


Yes, he did. 


All dav? 


A Yes, he did. 

o Except in the evening when he went out to 

dinner to the Spindletop Restaurant. 

THE COURT: Only your personal observations he 
is askinn questions on. 

A Yes, he went to the Spindleton Restaurant, 

o And then to the Conacabana? 

A Then to the Copacabana, yes, sir. 

o But basically durinq the entire dav excoot 

for those two things, ho was at the hotel? 

A That is correct. 

r * Now, sir, let me ask you the ^ollowino: 

Did you at any time after January 9th, 1971, 
that is on January 10th, 1971 observe a oerson by the name 


of Paul Oddo? 


No, I did not. 


On January 11th, 1971, did you observe a nor .or 
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by the name of Paul Oddo? 

A Well — 

n On January 12th, 1971, did you observe a person 

bv thi name of Paul Oddo? 

' 

THE COURT: Did you answer the question as to 
January 11th "yes"? 

THE WITNESS: I can't positively say I saw 
Paul Oddo, no. 

Q On January 10th, 11th or 12th? 

A No, I can't positively say that I saw Paul Oddo. 

Q On January 10th, did you see a person named 

Catania? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Did you see on January 11th a person named 

Catania? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

o On January 12th, did you see a person named 

Catania? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

o On January 10th, 11th and 12th did you make any 

observations of Mr. Dasti at the Waldorf Astoria? 

A No, sir. 

0 On January 10th, 11th and 12th, did you make 


any observations of Mr. Dasti at the Hotel Taft? 






-v 

/ 

> _ 


1 

! 
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1 


') 



A 

No, sir. 

1 


3 



o 

On January 10th, 11th and 12th, did you make 


1 


any 

observations of Mr. Dasti in the Hotel Riverside Rlaza? 


r> 

II 


A 

No, sir. 


r> 



O 

On January 10th, 11th and 12th, did you see 


7 


Mr. 

nasti 

exchange any money with a Mr. Catania? 


8 



A 

No, sir. 


9 



r» 

On January 10th, 11th and 12th, did vou see 


10 


Mr. 

n.i s t i 

in anv conversation with a Mr. Catania? 


11 



A 

No, sir. 


12 



O 

At no tine, sir, in your life have you ever 


111 


seen 

a Mr 

. Cotroni? 


14 



A 

No, sir, I didn't. 


15 




THE COURT: All right, Mr. Klar? 


10 




MR. IANNUZZI: May I read this to the jurv, sir, 


17 




THE COURT: Yes. 


18 




MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 


19 




MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I have an application 


20 



with respect to that. 


21 




THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 


22 




(At 3:25 p.m. the jury left the courtroom.) 


23 




MR. PUCCIO: This report is entitled, "Surveilla 

net 

24 



of 

Frank Dasti, principal in AM00003, "And there are 


2f> 



other, there is other file numbers on it. 

1 


V 
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Your Honor, I would object to reading of that 
title or to any of the file numbers, just the information 
MR. IANNUZZI: Judge, I wouldn't nave any 
objection to even just leaving out the file numbersx- 
MR. PUCCIOs And also as to the individual 

referred to as"Thomas Pytel, et al.” 

MR. IANNUZZI: We can strike it right off. 

MR. PUCCIO: As far as the surveillance, I have! 

no objection. 

THE COURT: All right. 

Seat the jury. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I won’t read it at all. 

(The jury then took its place in the jury box.) 
MR. IANNUZZI: (Addressing jury.) This is a 
report with reference to the surveillance of r rank 

Dasti, and this is the synopsis: 

"This report relates to the surveillance of 

Frank and Marguerite Dasti at New York City from 
January 9th, 1971 to January 13th, 1971." 

Now the details are as follows: 

■ 1. on January 9, 1971, SAIC Kevin D. Gallaghej- 
MDO, notified GS Mortimer L. Benjamin that suspect 

V 

Frank Dasti had left Montreal, Canada for New York 
City and was going to register at the Drake Hotel, 


1 


1 
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•> 

440 Park Avenue, hew Vork, Mew v ork. Jron re^ei* 


.'t 

of this information, immediate plans were roauo *r 


1 1 

a .74 nour surveillance of Dasti. 


5 ! 

"2, On January 9th, 1971, P Dpuru s :>i.v*stri 


6 i 

arrived at the Hotel Drake at approximately 5:30 • .r . 


7 

and saw Dasti sitting in the lobby of tne hotel. 


8 | 

Subsequently, it was ascertained that he and his wife 


9 

had checked into the hotel at 3:30 p.ni., that a?tr a >c 

n. 

>0 1 

After a few minutes of waiting in the lobby Dasti .oft 


n ! 

the hotel and crossed East 56th Street, and entered 


12 

a 1966 gold Pontiac, New York registration DJ2762. 


13 j 

Waiting in the vehicle were to unidentified males. At 

L" 

14 

aooroximately 6:00 p.m., S/A Mortimer Moriarty saw 


15 j 

Dasti exit the vehicle carrying a small oac.cage and 


16 ! 

return to his hotel room. The vehicle ruickl'r p 

-1 * 


17 ! 

; 

the area and was immediately lost from view. Ar 

T 

18 

to New v 0 rk State Motor Vehicle records DJ2762 


'»! 

registered to Anthony Vanacore, 2111 Hone Aveir 


20 

Bronx, New v 0r k, dob: 6-15-50. This is t'»o sot. o 


21 

Anthonv Vanacore 0 Tony Van, who is well iocunn-:no 


22 

in orevious memoranda in this file. 


2:1 

"3. On January 10y 1971, at .tv roximat 


24 

11:00 a.m., Dasti went down to the hotel lobb” .n 

25 

waited for approximately one hour and returned to his 

1 


I 
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room around 12:00 p.m. During thi3 time Dasti was not 
seen making any phone calls or meeting anybody. At 
approximately 1:45 p.m. he again left his room and 
returned to the lobby. At 2:00 p„m., Dasti was 
overheard by S/A Mieves attempting to make a call to 
Montreal from a public phone in the lower lobby. Around 
2:30 p.m., he returned to his room. Approximately 
1/2 hour later Agents Shea and Smith noticed a 1965 
Ford Thundorbird, New York Registration, 2466XN, drive 
slowly past the hotel entrance. The car turned north 
on Park Avenue and left the area. This vehicle 
is registered to Dominick Vanacore, 2111 Hone Avenue, 
Bronx, New York, dob: 9/1/48. He is also the son of 
suspect Anthony Vanacore. 

"4. Shortly after 4:00 p.m., Dasti left the 
hotel and walked north on Park Avenue to 57th Street, 

At this point, there wa:. seen confusion as to whether or 
not he grabbed a cab or continued on foot. In any 
event, Dasti was lost for approximately 1 hour. 

Around 6:00 p.m. he returned to the hotel alone and 
went with his wife to the hotel restaurant for dinner.^ 
After dinner, D*sti's wife returned to their room and 
he left the hote, grabbed a cab and was lost almost 
immediately in heavy traffic. He was not seen again 











■ - 
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0 


1 
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2 

until 10:00 p.m., when ne returned to hir. rooo. 


:t 

" s . On the morning of Januarv 11, 1971, Dp ti 


4 

walked to Parkea Comoany, Inc., 636 5th Avenue to 


r> 

exchange a s^all amount of Canadian none'' for U.s. 


6 

currencv. Around 10:00 a.m., he left the hotei bv 


7 

can and went to the Jerome Cafeteria, 4 0 East 161st 


H 

Street, Bronx, New York. At the cafeteria. Antin'' 


•J 

''anacore, and another unidentified male nulled no 


10 

tne Thunderbird, New York recristration 2466XN vvi 


11 

Dasti not into the car. They were followed for 

annroximately 10 blocks at which time it became ol ^ 


12 

• 

i:i i 

that they were circling the same street over and o or 


14 

looking for a tail. Dasti returned to the hotel about 


15 

3:30 n.m. That evening after eatincr dinner with hi 


16 ! 

wife, he went alone to the Camel Driver Restaurant, 


17 

72 Hast 56th Street, New York, New v or':, where he made 


18 

three telephone calls and then returned to the not -l. 


iy ! 

"6. On January 12, 1971, Dasti stayed '•oso tc 


20 I 

the hotel all day. In the even mo, he and inu wi fo 


21 1 

went to the Spindle Top Restaurant, 2;>4 V.’est -I7t : 

a i 

22 

New York and then to the Copacabana Restaurant, 


2M 

10 East 60th Street, New vork. 


24 ! 

"7. On January 13, 1971, they checked out 


nr. ! 

I 

1 

the Dr ale Hotel at 6:05 a.m. apparent!'/ on ro'.te to 
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Montreal, Canada. 

"8. Attached to this report are Dasti's 
registration card and hotel bill." 

And if your Honot pleases, we already have 
the hotel bill and the registration card, I would not 
bother reading them at this moment, but there is also 
a charge record on a charge account paying the Drake 
Hotel bill in the name of Frank Dasti, the account 
number, well, it looks like Diners Club 0571338029200AR, 
and then there is a registration or reservation of 
Room 19 for Dasti, Mr. & Mrs., a double room, $44, 

"Will send deposit tomorrow morning, Montreal, Canada.' 

I have no further questions, — well — 
l'.V MR. IANNUZZI: 

o Were there other agents with you? 

A There was Agent Dennis Sylvesti — do vou mean 

all weekend? 

o Yes, sir, if you could. 

A Dennis Sylvesti, Frederick Smith, Patrick Shea, 

Robert heaves, Moriarty — that is all I can recall riqht now. 

O That would be more or less the lfet. of them, 

there miuht be one more or less? 

A That is correct. 

MR. IANNUZZIs Very well. Thank you very much, 


sir. 


(Continued on next page) 
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'" r ’- Gill, on January ^th. when you first oh— 
sorved y r . nasti in the lobby of the Drake Hotel, were -ou 
inside the hotel? 

Well, T walked into the lohhv. 

And were there any other aoen«- s with von? 

A Wo, there weren't. 

Were there anvother acrents outside the ohbv? 


Gutside the hotel? 


And who were they? 

It would have been the ones that T iust mention 
^^ °ther words the five, the other five? 

Riaht. 


And did these other five ao-nts have antomohj « 

there wouldn't have Koon five auromnM i «« # 
there mav have been two or three automohi 1 es. 

you havp an sutomoHi 1 a of vour own 9 
A Y*»s, I did. 

And were there anv other aoents assion-.-t f 

i 

vonr car as opposed to someone else's car? 

A I don't really recall, but T would thin> T wr,,-id 

have drivn up with another apent. 

So it was possible there were three cars -- 


f- 
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withdrawn. 

Now, Mr. Dasti left the hotel to cross Fast 
5f>th Street, and were you outside the hotel at the time or 
inside? 

A No, outside. 

o And where wer e you personally in relation to 

the entrance of the hotel on 56th Street? 

A West of the hotel. 

0 And were you with any other aqent at that moment; 


when he exited the hotel? 

A I don't recall. 

0 was special Aqent Moriarty with you? 

A He was — he was in the street, yes. 

o With you? 

A Well, no, no, no. In other words we weren't 


standing toqether. 

o How far was he? 

A In other words we kept walkina up and down the 

street and re-crossinq the street rather than standing there. 

o How far away from you was Snecial Aqent MOrartv 

when Mr. Dasti left the hotel? 

A T don't recall, I just remember thatl was about 

a halfway west on 56th Street towards Madison Avenue. 

0 mhen he enters this automobile; is that riaht ? 




r, twentv-five minutes? 
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A No, I don't, acrain I was about a half MocV 

away. 

n Rut vou did see him carryina the packaoe? 

A No, no. 

To clarify that, if vou are talkincr about a 
packaqe, you know, a suitcase or somethina like that I would 
have seen that from half a block, but a small nackaopno. 

o Did you observe him exitinq with anv kind of a 

packaqe, anythinq in his hands? 

A No, I did not. 

n Now, Mr. nasti qoes back into the hotel? 

A That is correct. 

o Does he come out acrain that dav? 

A No, he does not, if anythin^ he mav have come 

out late in the afternoon to walk the doer, otherthan that. no. 
o Did vou observe him havinq dinner with his 

wi fe? 

A No. 

0 Now, on January 10th, you said at approximate]v 

11:00 o'clock Mr. nasti came down into the lobbv. 

Now what time did you arrive at the Drake 

Hotel that morninq? 

A It would have been around 8:00 or 0:00 in the 


morninq. 
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Go between P^OO an* 9 : no, a t th-time of vour 
:i arrival, until 11:00, voudidn’t see Mr. nasti? 

1 A "’hat is correct, no, I didn't. 

5 o 'T’he first time vou notice'* him T assume was wt^^n 

H he came off the elevator? 

7 A Correct. 

8 o He doesn't meet with anvone, -'ops he? 

!t A No, he does not. 

Hi O And he oops hack no and he comes down. 


11 

A 

He sat in the lobby. 

12 • 

o 

He sat down in the lobhv awhile and then went 

\:\ ! upstairs? 


n 

A 

Yes, and then came down the elevator. 

15 1 

o 

He came down aqain? 

Hi : 

A 

Ves . 

17 

o 

nut he didn't meet with anvone when he came 

IH down? 



Hi 

A 

M o, he did not. 

:!<> j 

O 

Then about 4:^9 o'clock in the afternoon Mr 

21 T 'A s t i 

leaves 

the hotel? 

22 

A 

Correct. 

2:» 

n 

Walks north on Madison Avenue? 

21 

A 

That is correct. 

25 : 

O 

Were you followino Mr. basti at that point, were 
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RRf 


■\ i 


(> 


9 i! 


10 


you 3till there? 

A well, from a distance, not, not directlv behind 

him, no. 

n Mow far behind him were you? 

A Approximately one block. 

o And were these other five aoents still with 

you, and when I say with you I mean in the area? 

A You mean in the area? 

Yes, yes. 

n In the area? 

A Yes. 

o Some of them may have been across the street? 

A Yes, exactly, 

n On the west side? 

A On the east side. 

o On the east side, and one block north? 

A On Park Avenue, yes. 

n But you were all inthearoa? 

A That is correct. 

21 !l o All of you watchino Mr. Dasti all the time? 

A Mo, that is not so. 

o You were not watchino Mr. Dasti? 

A Mo, no, for instance if I am walkino, T was 


l« i 


1H 


walkino about a block behind him, I couldn't see him all the 
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■; 

time . 



,1 

n 

n ut vou knew in this tvoe of surveillance ’ f 


4 

vnn didn't. 

see him, and that is the purpose of t^e mu 11 ’ - 


r> 

surveil1anc 

“, someone was there to watch 


,5 

A 

Other aqents were closer. v»s. 


i i 

0 

Mow, on the tenth, around 4-00 o'clock t*® 


H | 

aqents all 

on foot -- were thev all onfoot or ’’ere tte^ i r 


it 

their cars? 



.0 

n 

At that time the maiontv were all nr. foot. 


11 1 

o 

Do you recall if anv of then were in their 


12-H 

cars? 



i:$ j 

A 

Mo, I don't, no, I don't. 


14 

0 

And you sav you were confused as to whether 


ir* 

or not he crabbed a cab or continued on foot, and that is 


IK 

vour confusion, not Mr. nasti's, vou didn't hnow whet^rr • 


17 


'’’hat is correct. 


1H 

n 

Ricrht, I assume the confusion was amonc *> <- 


19 

six of von; 

is that ricrht? 


211 

T\ 

Ves, that is correct. 


21 

o 

^he six, vou couldn't decide if w e not irtn • 



cab or — 



2.1 

A 

He was lost from view and we didn't'find him 


21 

and nobody 

knew whether he continued wal^inc or a rabbe 1 a 


2Ti 

taxi cab. 

1 

• 

• 

1 
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*/ ' i 

n 

Vou didn't see Mr. nasti with v r. Haul °^do • 


;i | 

withdrawn. 



l 

A 

Mo. 


5 ! 

r> 

And at no time durina your sur^lllancp ’id 


« ! 

you see Mr. 

nasti at the Taft Hotel or the Riverside 



”otel? 



H i 

A 

No, that is correct. 


9 || 

o 

Or for that matter the Waldor f Astoria ’ 


10 

A 

Mo, I didn't. 


11 j 

o 

How, on Januarv 12th, vou were conduction a 

I 


12 

personal surveillance aaain. 


III 1 


mr. miCCIO: You mean the 1.1th? 


14 


MR. KLAR: Mo, the 12th. 


If) 

A 

The 12th, just for a short while in the ’"ornino. 


ifi | 

n 

About what time of dav did you pick up 


17 

surveillance? 


IH 

* 

It would have been the same time, around . • e ■ 


19 

or 9:00 in 

the morninq. 


20 


8:00 or 9:00? 


21 

A 

Yes. 


*>•> 

o 

What time did you end your surveillance t.har 


2:» 

day? 



24 

A 

I think I personally left earlv in the after- 


25 

noon. 

1 


1 


V 
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0 And you say Mr.Dasti stayed close to the hotel 

all day — withdrawn. 

MR. KLAR; I have no further ouestions. 

THE COURT: Anythincr further? 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PUCCIO: 

o Did you, Mr. Gill, or any other narcotic aoent 

on this surveillance spend any time surveilling the Hotel 
Taft, the Hotel Riverside Plaza or the Waldorf Astoria? 

11 1 A No, none, no one did. 

12 j 0 On any one of these dates, the °th, the 10th, 

it the 11th, the 12th and the 13th? 

14 A No, no agent did. 

if, j o You say that no agents were at those hotels 

Hi ! at all? 

17 ; A THat is correct, no. 

o You testified I believe that Mr. Dasti was 

lost from the surveillance, lost from view, in other words, 
you didn't observe him on January 10, 1971, really on two 
occasions? 

A Yes, on two occasions, the afternoon and in 

2 \\ the evening. 

24 0 When was thefiret occasion, between what times? 

2 * A The first ~ 








\ 


1 

i 
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2 

0 Anproximatelv. 


! 

A '’’he first occasion would have been apnroxin?i-*>^ 


4 

4-00 o'clock or a few minutes after 4:00, 4- in, when we 


5 

lost him on foot. 


6 ! 

O And you lost him at 4:00 or 4-10 until w*<*n? 


7 

Until when did you lose him? 


H 

A Until around — well, I didn't see him e.rrair 


«» I 

until 6:00 o'clock, 6:00 p.m. 


10 1 

o So he was lost until 6:oo o'clock, and at t*at 


" ; 

time he was at the Drake Hotel? 


12 i 

A Ripht back at the Drake aciain. 


\:\ 

O Then he was lost aaain, T believe vou said. 


it 

from shortlv before 7:00 o'clock. 


15 

A Later on in the evenina, yes, approximately 


i« 

6:30, 6:45. 


17 

0 Until when? 


1* 

A Until 10:00 o'clock, maybe a little later. 


H, 

MR. PUCCIO: I have nothina further, vour 


JO 

Honor. 

i 

21 

TH P COURT: Any re-cross? 


22 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, sir, if T may have a fe»- 

! 

22 

short Questions. 

24 

PF—CROSS-EXAMINATION 

l 

25 

PY MP . IANNTJZZI: 

• 

i 

i 

| 

} 

j 

i 

i 


'A 






/ 


• 

! 
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•> | 

“ j 

0 

Mr. Gill, although you didn't have any men 

w 




making surveillances at the Riverside Plaza Hotel or the 


V, 

4 

Taft Hotel or 

the Waldorf Astoria Hotel durina the period 



5 

January 9th, 

to January 13th, you did have twenty-four hour 



« ! 

a dav surveillance on Mr. Dasti; is that rioht? 



7 j| 

A 

We had twenty-four hour surveillance at the 


1 

8 ' 

nrake Hotel. 




9 

0 

Were you watching the hotels or were you watch- 



10 

inq Mr. nasti? 



n 

A 

We were watching Mr. Dasti. 


i 

12 

o 

Did you have twenty-four hour a dav surveillance 



i:i 

on Mr. Dasti? 




U 

A 

We had men stationed to watch M r. Dasti twentv- 



15 

fours. 



J 

1 

16 

0 

So you were watahing him for twentv-four hours 



17 

a dav. 



* 

1H 

A 

We were watching him twentv-four hours a dav. 

j 

1 

19 

o 

That was their lob, rioht? 


1 . 

‘20 

A 

Yes, it was. 

1 

, ^ 

C 

1 21 

1 

The purpose of the twenty-four hour surveil]anc« 

J 


22 

was to ascertain for twenty-four hours a day, January 9th. 

j 

1 

) 

23 

l f )th, 11th, 12th and 13th, where Dasti was, riaht? 



24 

A 

To establish as much as possible when he left 


* 

2ft 

ithe hotel, where he went, yes. 

* % 

— 

■ 4 

• ' \ 

* 


| 

1 

1 

1 

, , / 



v ■ \ ■ . V I ■ 

.J 

** * _/____ , 






4 




1 
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1 

2 i 

o 

All rioht. 1 

'1 


'Tow, bv the way, did vou receive f ron Callan’>er 


4 

anv notification to observe a Mr. Catania when he cap- to 

i 


r» : 

New York? 

i 


r, j 

A 

No, I don’t believe so. 


7 1 

n 

nid you, bv the way, report to or oo to anv 

H 1 

airport -- 

withdrawn. 



Were youtold that Catania had left ^anada on 


1,1 s 

the plane or to take a plane? 


";! 

A 

1 

Is that Catania? 


12 j! 

n 

Catania, Catania. 


n 

A 

i 

Mo. no. 


... i 

n 

Did vou ao to the airport, either haOuardia 


| 

1: ’ i 

or Kennedy 

or Newark, any airport in the Metropolitan area 


1,1 1 

to observe 

with other aoents, well, to obferv® Dasti on a | 

17 

twentv-four hour basis? 

1 1 

IM j 

A 

Yes . 

I 

i 

ly | 

n 

Mow althouqh vou lost Mr. Dasti on the ^th. 

20 

and 1Oth, 

he wasn't lost on January 11th, at all, was h#»? 


21 

He was at 

the Drake Hotel all day; rioht? 


*>*> 

A 

He wasn't lost, just on the 10th. 


2.2 | 

0 

Just on the 10th, but on the 11th, he wasn't 


24 ' 

lost at all, was he? 


25 1 

A 

Mo. 

| 


i 




) 
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n He was at the hotel all dav? 

A with the exception of in the evening T he^-ve 

| 

O Well, let us take it ut> to the ooint — 

A Here aqain, see, these are not mv nersonal ob¬ 


servations on the 11th. 

0 All right. 

Tn any event, after he came back from the 
Bronx, after he came back from the Bronx on the 11th — 
maybe I confused you, okay, I don't mean to — after he 
came back from the Bronx on the 11th, he went back to his 
hotel and he stayed there until he went out to dinner. 

MR. PUCCIO: I'm golnq to object to anv question 

that are based upon someone else's observations. 

The report of other people's observations is already 
in evidence 

THE COURT: Yes, but I will allow the question 
in the form: 


Did so-and-so tell you, I will allow that 


BY MR. IAMNTTZZI 


o Did anyone tell you that he returned to the 

hotel at 3:30 in the afternoon after beino in the Pronx? 

A That is correct, yes, someone, another aaent 


did tell me. 


o 


And from, the time, 10:00 o'clock in the mornina 







1 
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-- let ne 

withdraw that. 




When he went to the hronx. did someone *-ell vou 


1 

that he not into an automobile, a Thunderhird, and that 


.» 

thi r.kino 

thev were followed thev were coino around in a 


« 

circle? 



1 

A 

ves, that is correct. 


8 

o 

And although it seemed thev were lookino as i» 


it t 

1 ^ was someone following them, thev weren't lost. 


.0 1 

A 

That I don't know. 


i! : 

O 

You don't indicate -- is it in anv fashion 


12 

indicated 

to VOU? 


IM j 

A 

It was the agents' decision, t^ev thouott thev 


It 

knew that 

thev were beino followed and the agents' decision 


tr» i 

was to drop the surveillance at that noint. 


Mi ! 

n 

In anv event, thev left them ’ o theUronx? 


17 ! 

A 

'that is correct, sir. 


18 

n 

'then h* returned, and when t<*» r^humpd trom 



the Pronx 

he went back to the hotel and didn’t '“?v n until 


20 | 

the eveninn? 


21 

A 

ves, I believe that is correct. 


•n 


MP. IAMNMZZ T ■ Thank vou verv much sir. 



THF COURT: Anvthma further? 

24 


Mr. Klar? 

2. r > 


MR. Kt.ar* I have no anestiors. 









II 

3 

4 
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10 
11 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 || 
J 

22 I 

23 || 

24 

25 | 
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RFHIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PTTCCIO: 

o Mr. Gill, accordincr to the renort, on the 

llth, Mr. nasti was obseived in the Bronx at l n :0n o'clorlv 
is that correct? 

THE COURT: I'm not coiner to allow yon to asV 
the question to which I sustained an obiectior. to 
Mr. Tannuzzi's ouestion. 

MR. PUCCIO: All riqht. 

o Did you make any observations of Mr. nasti 

in the Bronx at all on January llth? 

A Mo, I didn't. 

n What time of day did you see Mr. nasti? 

A In the morning. 

0 For the first time? 

A In the morning, it would have been approxi¬ 

mately 10:00 a.m, 10:00, 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. 

0 And when was the next time you saw himthat dav, 

if at all? 

A No, I didn't see him anymore that dav, T per¬ 

sonally didn't see him. 

O The last time you saw him that dav was 10 :Pb 

a.m.? 

A Yes, when he left. 


nn 


r 
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M P. PUCCTO: No further 

MR. I ANNTT7. 7, 1 : Just T have two . T will 
restrict, ir to that anyway. 

Pardon m«» for a moment., sir. 

(Continued on next narre.1 


trv 




1 


'\ 


1 

> 
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iDSmm 2 

RE-CROSS-EXAMINATION 


3 

BY MR. IANWUZ7I: 


4 

O 

Was Mr. Vanacore under twentv-four hour o^ser 


5 

vation? 



« 

A 

No, he was not. 


7 I 

0 

Did you put Mr. Oddo under twentv-four hour 


> 

observation? 



9 

A 

No, we did not. 


10 

Q 

Did Mr. Gallagher indicate to vou that Mr. 


11 1 

Vanacore and 

Mr. Oddo had been in Montreal? 


12 | 

A 

Previously? Yes. Well, we knew that, yes. 


13 i 

Q 

You knew that? 


A 

Yes. 

15 

O 

Durinq this occasion, however, neither Oddo 

16 

or Vanacore 

were put under observation? 

17 

A 

No, we couldn't. >• We didn't have the manpower. 


18 

: 

0 

Although you didn't go to the Bronx to observe 


19 

Mr.nasti in 

the Bronx vourself, is there anv auestion in 


20 

your mind that he was there? 


' 21 


THE COURT: May I have the question? 


22 


(Record read.) 


23 


MR. PUCCIO: Objection. 


24 

i 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 


25 

0 

Were you advised by the agents 

■~w 




** . ii* 4 ‘ ' 



*0 
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•> ! 

“ j 

mr. PTiCC 10: I object to what be was advir-®H. | 


:t 1 

thf court* I will allow it. o n the hasi<~ 


t 

of the report. 

s 


o Were you advised, sir, bv other aaents before 


i> | 

mcorDoratinn it in vour reoort or writinq that in vonr 


7 1 

report, the fact that Mr.Dasti was in the Bronx? 


K 

A Yes. 



o And is there any dictation in vour report that 


in ; j 

in fact they lost Mr. Pasti in the Bronx? 


ii ; 

MR. PtJCCIO: I object your Honor. 


12 | 

THF court: Ohiection sustained. 


i:i ! 

^he report is in evidence. 


14 j 

MR. 1ANNUZZI: Verv well, sir. 


15 | 

I have no further ouestions. 


Hi 

THF COURT: Anythinq further? 


17 

u piprct F XAM I M A'tTON 


1H 

t'.v MR. PUCCIO: 


111 

o '-'ere you ever advised, Mr. Gill, that M r. r '3eti 


20 

was under constant observation onJanuarv 11th, 1 Q 71, durino 


21 

the entire day? 


22 

MR. IANNUZZI: I'm ooina to ohiect to that Ques¬ 


22 

tion on the basis of the former ohiection, sir. 


24 

THF COURT: May I have the nipstion. 


25 

(Record read.) 

! 
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THE COURT: Overruled. I will allow it. 

A I was advised that he was not under constant 

observation that day. 

THE COURT: It explains the report that is 
marked in evidence. 

q Were you ever advised Mr.Gill, that Mr. Dasti 

was lost from view on January 11th, 1971? 

A Yes. 

O Were you ever advised as to the time on Januarv 

11th, 1971 that he was lost from view? 

A Approximately, yes. 

q Well, tell us approximately — tell us what 

you were advised concerning when he was lost fromview on 

January 11th? 

A I was advised — 

MR. KLAR: I object as to the hearsay. 

THE COURT: Overruled. Of course it's hearsay. 
But it is in evidence. And the manner of composinci 
the document is a proper area of examination. How 
was it made up? On w^t view? Who told him? It is 
all proper. Go ahead. 

A I was advised by A$ent Smith that the way the 

car was driving around, circling the aame blocks, that they 
felt that the surveillance had been seen and they were coiner 





A 19U3 

Gill-redirect 


pnn 




to drop the surveillance rather than stav '•'» th it. 
o So you would advise -- 

THE COURT: Was it based on that information 

that vou inserted that in the report? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

o So you were advised, Mr. dill, that Ml. nasti 

was not observed in fact from approximated l n :'0 o'clock 
to 3:10 in the afternoon when he returned to t*e n rake 'orel. 
A Yes sir, that is correct. 

MR. PIJCCIO: No further questions. 


RE—CROSS-EXAMINATION 


RY MR. IANNUZZI: 

o Mr. dm, on January 9, 1971, when f, r . oasti 


was 


o 

proximately 
that he was 
A 
O 

A 

o 

A 


MR. IANMUZZI: withdrawn. 

On January 10th, when Mr. nasti was lost, ap 
whatever time it was, you entered in your report- 
lost? Is that correct? 

Well, on which occasion? 

Januarv loth? 

0 

On which occasion. 

He was lost twice on that dav‘ > Correct? 

Yes • 


n 


On both times durinq that day did vou indicate 




» 


! 
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2 ! 

that he was 

lost? j 


! 

A 

Yes I did. 


1 

4 

O 

And durino the time that he was lost, did you 


! 5 ; 

incorporate 

in your report how long he was lost? 


6 l! 

A 

Yes, I believe I did. 


' 7 

0 . 

And on January 11th, sir, althouah you testi- 


► 8 || 

fied what someone told you, when they told youthat, did you 


. 

incorporate 

that in your report, sir? 


10 1 

A 

Yes I did. 


11 

o 

Did you incorporate that he was lost, sir? 


12 

A 

Incorporated the fact that the surveillance 


13 

was deliberately dropped 


14 

0 

You did, sir? 


ir. 

* 

1 • 

Yes. 


16 | 

o 

I would appreciate very much if vouwould point 


17 

out where 

it is. 


18 


MR. IANNUZZI: May we have the original? 


; 19 


(Document handed to Mr. Iannuzzi.) 


20 

i ° 

(Continuing) I hand you Fxhibit 3500-P and 


21 

askyou to 

look at that?. Will you please tell me on January 


22 

j nth, where you indicate that the surveillance was deliberate 


2.1 

stopped? 



24 

: 

THF COUP.T: Rxhibit M in evidence. 

1 

25 

1 

| 

i 

MR. IANNUZZI: N? 

1 
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TUP COURT: M. 

A In paraoraoh five, 

o Pardon me, sir? 

A Paraaraph five. 

n Yes. You say in paranraDh five, sir. the car 

I 

was ooino in circles and apparently the people m it were 
lookinc for a tail? Correct? Is that what vou said? 

A Well, I can read the exact sentence, 

n No, I am asking you the auestion. sir. 

am askinu you this auestion. no you sav in that report that 
the car in the Bronx was circling the same street over and 
over lookina for a tail? 

A Yes. 

n Ho you say there, sir, that the surveillance 

was dropped? 

A No, I don't use the word dropped. 

O nid yousav that the surveillance was terminated? 

MR. PUCCIO: I object. The report speaks for 

itself. 

THF COURT: Objection sustained. 

O nid you in any fashion indicate a"”tbi no more 

in vour report? 

MR. PUCCIO: Same objection. 




MR. IANNTTZZI: 


If your Honor please. Mr. Duccio 
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has asked -- 

THE COURT: I know all about it. Now please 
finish the question, 

O Did you in any fashion, sir, indicate that Mr. 

Dasti was lost? 

THE COURT: Is there any objection now, Mr. 

Puccio? 

MR. PUCCIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

0 Did you indicate in your report that Mr.nasti 

was not observed for any period of time? 

MR. PUCCIO: Same objection. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

O Did you indicate in your report for how lonn -- 

THE COURT: I wont allow any more nuestions aborj: 
what is indicated in the report. It is in evidence. 

MR. IANNUZ ZI: I have no further nuestions. 

I will rely on the report, Judne. 

MR. TUCCIO: No further questions. 

THE 70URT: Auythino further? 

MR. KLAR: No. 

'T'HE COURT: You may step down . 

MR. PUCCIO: We recall Mr. Couture. 

BERNARD COUTURE, recalled as a witness havina 


f e *• 







it hf* inconvenient to recess now? 

THE COURT’. It is up to Mr. Ouccio. It seem’- 
to be a short conversation. 


Would vou rather iust qo over until Mon^a”? 

M R. PUCCIO: Whatever vour Ponor wishes. 

o’HF COURT* Vou may step Hown. 

We will suspend at this point. T ask von ro 
return on Monday in time to contimie the ease *t 
10:00 o'clock aoain. Please continue your rlose a’- 
herence to time. Oet into the courthouse about twee 
to ten or a quarter to ten, register first- ~owrstei - 
then come to the Jurvroom adjoinino the courtroom ’n 
time so that we can continue the case orrmotlv at 
10:00 o' clock. 


In the meantime don't read an” n ev< s . - ^ e r s . 
watch the news procrams on television, or dr pot 1 i 
to them on radio. And do not discus® th«- c ,«,e wit 1 
third parties, vour familv, friends or ••■vore ®lse 

r\nd when you reassemble Monday please ot d■Scu-‘ 


the case amonq yourselves. 
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Leave the books on your seat and they will he 
Gathered up and returned to you on Monday 
(The Jury is excused.) 

(The Jury thereupon retired fromthe courtroom. 
THE COURT: I expect all requests to charae 
at the end of the day on Monday. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Could vou extend that to Tuesday 


morning? 


THE COURT: No, I can't, because i-h^ro is a 
possibility that I might charge on Tuesday or Wednes¬ 
day. I want the opportunity to read them. And I 
have no opportunity except when T take them home with 
me at night. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Very well, sir. 

THE COURT: I sianec! the memorandum decision 
and order -- 

MR. PTICCIO: Could we get a conv? 

THE COURT: -- denying the motion to suppress. 

And irtv law clerk is Xeroxino them at the present time. 

Ho if yo\i remain in the courtroom for about tive minutes 
vou will be favored with a conv. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Very well. Have a pleasant week¬ 


end . 


THE COURT: Thank you. The same to vou. 

MR. IANNUZZI: And have a good check-up. 

THE COURT: Well — 

(Thereupon at 4:05 o'clock p.m an adjournment was 
taken to Monday, January 13th, 1975 at 10:00 o'clock a.m 
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MR. PUCCIO: Since there in a reporter here r.ov.-, 

1 would like to repeat what I said, T am handm ovl 
an envelope containing logs of telephone conversations 
intercepted by the Quebec police force which do not 
Dertam to this case, but are within the December - 
January '71 time period. 

The Quebec police force does not wish to make 
this material public. Therefore, I am submitting it 
to the Court for an in camera inspection and ask that it 
be sealed in the event of an appeal. 

T1IE CLERK: This document is marked government's 
Exhibit 43 for identification. 

MR. IANNUZZI: On the representation of 
Mr. Puccio, that these documents have nothing to do 
with the case, and rather relate to corruption or some 
other things in Canada, I have no interest in them. 
However, if your Honor has an opportunity to read them 
and your Honor decides there is something relevant, i 

would appreciate having them. 

If they have nothing to do with the case, 1 have 
no objection to their being sealed. 

THE COURT: I will review these. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I say, in relerence to a 
reguest I made the other day concerning a particular 
conversation with the defendant Cotrom indicatin': hf 
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was coming from a bordello or brothel, and Mr. Puccio 


was going -- 

THE COURT: What do you want to do about that? 
MR. PUCCIO: I haven't had a chance to 
MR. IANNUZZI: I suggest that before we 
introduce it - I suggest we make it some sort of an 

innocuous place. 

the COURT: I am not going to lie about it. 

We will just block it out. I am not going to say he 

came from church. 

MR. IANNUZZI: We can say he came from a 

steambath or something. 

THE COURT: Which conversation is it in? 

MR. PUCCIO: Number sixteen. 

THE COURT: We have time for that. Can yoi 

make a decision on it now, Mr. Puccio? 

If you can't, think it over and tell me befor. 


you are ready to put it in. 

MR. IANNUZZI: In reference to our time 

schedule, as you know, we are here on trial 

and we can't see our clients except <jn Saturday. I 

a™., enow When Mr. Puccio is going to terminate, he 


said he has eighteen witnesses. 

THE COURT: He said today, this morninq. 

MR. IANNUZZI: He said he would try to .mish 






< 



s 
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MR. IANNUZZI: We only have a few minutes -- 
THE COURT: What happened since November -- 
what was the date? 

MR. IANNUZZI: October 31st. 

THE COURT: What happened? 

MR. IANNUZZI: We have seen the defendants 
since then, but as the case developed, there are 
certain things — 

THE COURT: Wnat happened Saturdays? 

MR. IANNUZZI: I have been there every Saturday. 
THE COURT: Then you had time. 

MR. IANNUZZI: After the case, I would like an 
hour or so to speak to the defendant. I don't mind 
if it is at West Street. 

THE COURT: Let's see how it goes. 

Seat the jury. 

(The jury is in the jury box.) 

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 
We are ready to start. 

When we suspended on Friday, we were going to 

start to listen to a tape. 

MR. PUCCIO: Prior to that, I have additional 

questions to ask Hr. v Qouture. 

THE COURT: Will you please take the stand, 

rar. Couture. 








° 1 •! 


A 1997 


1 j 

P K P N A R D COUTURE, called as a witness, h.»v 

n 

‘ f 

been :i eviously duly sworn by the Cler k of ...e 

: t , i 


resumed the stand and testified further as tc 



■» 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 



, r t | 

BY MR. EUCCIO: (continued) 



<; |l 

0 Mr. Couture, I ’-»ould like to direct yoi.i 



7 i 

attention to January 10, 197], 



rt 

On that day, did you intercept a telethon* 

i -> 



or tape record a telephone conversation hetw^^n a 



m l! 

Mr. Joey Horvath and Mr. Frank Cotroni? 



11 

A Yes. 



“ 

Was that an incoming call «!-•- i t 



m i 

Mr. Cotrom’s residence by Mr. Horvath? 



14 

A Yes. 



ir» j 

0 After a tape recording of th’s corver:- r: c 



h; 

was made, did you listen to the conversat; n? 



17 ! 

A Yes, sir, I did. 



IH 

0 Did you make up a log o£ this convorsn*i m 



1 

i summary? 



>U 

A Yes, I made a summary. 



'-'1 t 

Now, did you retain the actual tape record 

. ! 



or was the tape recording destroyed? 



,| 

A It is destroyed, sir. 



:.!i 1 

0 But you do still have the lo> r:i that 



I 

■ 

conversation? 
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Couture-direct 
A Yes, sir. 

Q Nov;, tell us, as best you can recall, what 

Mr. Cotroni said to Mr. Horvath and what Mr. Horvath said 
to Mr. Cotroni during that conversation? 

If you feel you have to make reference to the 

log of that conversation, do that. 

A Yes. It was an incoming call. Mr. Horvath to 

Mr. Frank Cotroni, which was at his residence, the residence 

of Mr. Cotroni. Mr. Horvath telling Mr. — 

MR. TANNUZZI: May I make an objection. This 
conversation would be hearsay inasmuch as Mr. Horvath-j 
THE COURT: Which conversation is that? 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, this is a conversa¬ 
tion, summary of a conversation intercepted on 
January 10, 1971. 

We don't have the tape recording, but there was 
a log made and he listened to the conversation. 

THE COURT: The jury is excused. 

(The jury left the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: May I know what the conversation 
is about? 


MR. PUCCIO: The log — it is contained in the 
discovery material, your Honor 


MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, sir. 




1 


A 1S99 ' llc 

Couture-direct 

. puCCII: It's on the vega wive rrc . 

-n M r c , ot T P.T: Let the witness testify tc v.nr.t 

the conversation was. 

THE WITNESS: At that tine, 'r. Horvat, ♦" 

Vr. rotreni that he had spoken to M-. "".sti li‘ 

morning and Horvath said that Dasti f m'ls it s 
dangerous to do what they have to do. nv/evor, 

Horvath assures Cotrori that Oasti wi do v.’’.at ;•'* aas 
to do. 

HY MR. PfJCC 10: 

o Anything else? 

A Horvath asked Cotroni v>hore V ’•mil hr ton: ht 

.and Cotroni tells him he wants to he at th- a< . home ar; .n 
ll:'" p.m. on the same date. 

THE COUP' 1 ’: Who i s Horvath? ,T o> ■ is he 

identilied? 

MR. PUCCIO: Well, it is a conversation d-f. cmn 
Horvath -- 

THE COURT: Who is he? 

MR. PUCCIO: He does answer ’ ’»< ne 

of the Victoria Sporting Clah tan* . He is 
of Mr. Dasti. Cut Cotroni is speak; r-. 

MR. IANNUZZT: Cotroni is sneaking to korv'th 
and Horvath isn't in the case and it is hearsay. 


I 
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THE COURT: It is hearsay the same as the tapes 
are. This is secondary evidence. The tapes are no 
longer available. This is the same as if this 
witness had listened to the conversation, intercepted 
and listened to it, and identified a voice of the 
defendant. It is hearsay. And just as an admission . 
made by a defendant is an exception to the hearsay j 
rule, so is this. 

I find that the destruction of the tape was not 
in bad faith and the conversation, summary of the 
conversation, may be introduced under United States 
aqainst Garcilaso DeNuevo, 489, Fed. 2d, 761, cited 
in People against Conroy, 34, New York, Sub 2d, 917. 
The additional cite is 359 — I'm sorry, 34 New York 
2d, 917. 

You have an exception. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I indicate I air, not making 
an objection only on that account, the conversation 
with Horvath, despite the fact it is to Cotroni, the 
conversation of Horvath is not in the case. 

THE COURT: You just heard it. You mean only 

Cotroni's statements should be in without Horvath's? 

Because you say he is not in the case? 

This is Mr. Puccio saying he is 


Mk. IANNUZZI: 
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a partner in the Victoria Sporting Club. 

MR. PUCCIO: In the bill of particulars, he is 
a co-conspirator — 

MR. IANNUZZI: I made an objection to adding 
co-conspirators by way of bill of particulars. 

THE COURT: I wouldn't care if Horvath was 
unidentified completely, it is immaterial for these 
nurnoses. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I would suggest further, I don’t 
think this conversation, by the wav, is on the wire 
of the Victoria Sporting Club and it does not support 
the contention he was involved in the Victoria Sporting— 

MR. PUCCIO: Horvath's voice has already been 
heard by the jury. He answered the phone in the club, 
lie is placing a call to Cotroni' s residence. 

THE COURT: Seat the jury. 

(The jury is in the jury box.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, in 
conjunction with this, this is a conversation he 
recollects and not — 

THE COURT: Of course. You recollect what the 
conversation is, what one said to the other, anc. 

nothing else? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 
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IiY MR. PUCCTO: 

o Would you tell us, please, as best you car. 

recall, what Mr. Horvath said to Mr*. Cotroni and what 
Mr. Cotroni said to Mr. Horvath durina this conversation 

that was intercepted on January 10, 1971? 

A Yes, sir. At that time, Mr. Horvath told 

Cotroni that he just had spoken to Mr. Dasti and Dasti told 
him that it was very dangerous to do what they have to do. 
However, Mr. Cotroni — Mr. Horvath said to Mr. Cotroni that 

thev will do what they have to do. 

Also, Mr. Horvath told Cotroni that he asked 

him to go and see him and Mr. Cotroni said he would be at 
the Casa Loma the same day, 11:00 p.m. Mr. Horvath told 
Cotroni that at that time and at this place they would call 

Dasti in New York. 

o Now, let me direct your attention to the log 

of the conversation. 

I believe you said that Horvath assured 

Mr. Cotroni they would do what they have to do? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I object. Who is they? 

MR. PUCCIO: That is what I was coming to. 
o I would ask you to look at the log and tell us 

if Horvath assured Cotroni they would do what they have to do 
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or assured Cotroni that someone will do what they have to do? 


He — 


Who is he? 


I Horvath says to Cotroni that they, we -- 

O will you look at the log, please, to see 

that refreshes your recollection? 

A Yes, sir. Tells him that Dasti called him ana 

Ilorvath says Dasti finds it dangerous to do what they have 
to do. Horvath assures Cotroni that Dasti will do what he 


has to do. 


THE COURT: Excuse me, are you quoting the 


exact words of the conversation? 

THE WITNESS: I am not quoting, but I an sa' ing 

what Mr. Horvath said. 

THE COURT: You are paraphrasing it? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: It is not the exact words? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Do you know whether the word 
"danqerous" is used? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, if I wrote it down, yes. 

THE COURT: Do you recall it now { as being the 

word used? 

THE WITNESS: It is impossible. 





i 

* 



HI 
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gS 


Ti: v COURT: You can’t recall? 




THE WITNESS: No. 




THE COURT: Go ahead. 


■ 

BY MR. PUCCIO 



■ 

O 

But you did put the word "dangerous” ir. your 


Wgm 

loq of that conversation? 


h 

A 

Yes. If I put it there, it is because he said 


IcW 

it. 



BE iu 

o 

Well, how long after the conversation would you 


mm 

have written 

up this log? 


mm 

A 

Durinn the conversation. 


■ i 

Q 

You mean you listened to a tape recording of a 


1 

convorsation 

and you typed up a log? 


mB \ 

A 

Yes. 


■ 

o 

In this log you used the word "dangerous 1 ,is 


WWB 1 7 

that correct' 

> 



1 



mm 

A 

Yes, sir. 


H 

° 

You said that Horvath said that Dasti finds it 


BnB .’ii 

danqcrous to 

do what they have to do, is that right? 


M 


MR. IANNUZZI: Objection. 


HH 

A 

Yes . 


mm 


MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, I think 

HH 

this 

is somewhat repetitious. Mr. Buccio has said 

i 

1 

the same thing three times. The testimony is in. He 

1 


1 


'V 


1 
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Couture-direct 


2 

said it and I suggest that is sufficient. 


.1 | 


I am objecting to the constant repetition of 


4 j 

the 

word "dangerous". 


ft I 


THE COURT: Overruled. 


fi 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 


7 f 

Q 

Later on during the conversation, as you 


8 i 

indicated, 

Horvath tells Cotroni that Dasti will do what lie 


i 

0 ! 

- 

has to do. 

is that correct? 


10 

A 

Yes, sir. 


11 1 

Q 

Now, on that same day — withdrawn. 


12 ; 


Now, after this conversation, do you have a 


i:i | 

record of 

a call being placed to Mr. Cotroni's residence 


14 

from Mr. Dasti, long distance? 


'ft 

A 

Yes. 


It) 

Q 

Do you have a record of a long distance call 


17 

placed to 

Mr. Cotroni's residence by Mr. Dasti? 


18 

A 

Yes. 


19 

a 

Now, is there any conversation? 


20 

A 

At that time, yes, Mr. Dasti asked for 


21 

Mr. Frank 

Cotroni and the maid — her name is Mearl 


•N 

0 

M-e-a-r-1? 


‘2:t 

A 

Yes. 


24 

0 

What — 


2ft 

A 

She said that Mr. Cotroni was not there. 




• •- 

/ 


7 
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n c 0 there was a call placed bv Mr. Dasti but 

there was no conversation between Mr. Dasti an • \r . trf ■ • 
A YP3, sir. 

o when v;as this long distance .call laced by 


i; I Mr. Dasti? 


- A Either on the 10th or on the 11th. 

M o The tape that you took that from was a tape 

■ i I that ran from 2000 hours on the 10th to 2000 hours cr. the 


11th? 


Yes. 


THE COURT: What month and vear. : 

THE WITNESS: January 10, 1971. 

That would be January 10, 1971, to January 


1971? 


A Ves, sir. 

O Recause of the fact that no one war. oresen* at 

the time this tape recording was being made, on Cc r. t 
that call, the time of that call, from Mr. hast) to 
Mr. Cotroni exactly, is that riqht? 

A Yes, sir. 

n Now, subsequent to that, during the same time 

period between the 2000 hours on the 10th and 2000 hours on 
the ,1th. is there a call made by Mr. Cotroni to his own 

residence? 


\ i / 
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A Yes, there was a call made by Mr. Cotroni to 

the same person, the maid Mearl, and Mr. Cotroni asks Mearl 
if he had received a long distance call and Mearl answered 
positively. 

0 Now, I direct your attention to the time period 

from 2000 hours on the 11th — by the way, what time is 2000 
hours? 

A Eight p.m. 

0 1 direct your attention to the time period 

starting 2000 hours on the 11th to 2000 hours on the 12th, 
during that time period, was an incoming call placed by 
Mr. Cotroni to his own residence intercepted? 

A Yes, at that time he spoke again to Mearl and 

Frank asked if he had received a long distance call from 
New York and the maid told him no. 

o Now, let me direct your attention again to the 

r ime time period, that would be 8:00 p.m. — between 8:00 p.m. 
on the 11th and 8:00 p.m. on the 12th of January, 1971. 

During that time period, did you tape record a 
telephone conversation between Mr. Dasti and Mr. Cotroni? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

It was an incoming call, long distance, Mr. Dasti 
to Mr. Cotroni at Mr. Cotroni's residence on telephone number 
(514) 256-7978. 


A 2008 

Couture-direct 


That call was rc 


icorded between R:0n a.m. on t.:c 


11th and H:U0 p.m.? 


Yes. 


I’m sorry, withdrawn. 


can vou give, set 


for us, the tine within vr.icn 


that call was made? 


on a Tuesday, January 12, 1^71, between 3.E ' 


a nd 8:00 p.m. 


You can 


set that call between 8:00 a. it. ?r>" 


H:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 12th? 


Yes, sir. 


That was a ca 


11 placed by Mr. Dasti t< 


Mr. Cotroni? 


Yes, sir. 


O Ts that contained in Government's Exhibit 

3000—3, Government's Exhibit 39 in evidence, I should sav? 

A Yes, sir. 

q is that conversation number ten.- 1 

A Yes. 

o Will you play that for us, please? 

A Yes, sir. 

THE. COURT: Which conversation i :■ that again. 
MR. PUCCIO: Excuse me? 

THE. COURT: Which conversation is that? 


t 
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MR. PUCCIO: Conversation number ten. 

I ask that we test it first to see — 

(At this time, a tape was played in open court. 
MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I think that =1 1 the 
earphones were ’»orking. We can play it agair. i.*. 
necessary. I thought I would read the englisii 
translation to the jury. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. PUCCIO: This, again, is an incoming call 
placed by Mr. Dasti to Mr. Cotroni and I am reading 
from Government's Exhibit 39 in evidence, conversation 

ten. 

"Cotroni: Hello? 

"Operator: Hello? Hello? 

"Cotroni: Yeah? 

"Operator: Mr. Frank, long distance is ca -in-;. 

"Cotroni: It’s okay. 

"Dasti: Hello. 

"Cotroni: Hello. 

"Dasti: How are you? 

"Cotroni: Not bad, you? 

"Dasti: Now l got you early in the morning,eh I 

"Cotroni: Ah, that's perfect 1 

"Dasti: Yeah. 
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Couture-direct 
Cotroni: Yeah. 

”'nsti: The other one. You, did ho kno-. t 

no c ailed i .e last night? 

".'ntroni: Who, him.’ 

"Dasti: Yeah, the pollock. 

"Cotroni: Yes, he told me, yeah. 

"Dasti: Ah, he told you. Hut what I told 
hi ; ' can't speak on the telephone. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, I understand, I understand 

"nasti: You know, because the police arc 

a'ter mo, (swear v.'ord) . 

"Cotroni: Yeah, hum! 

"nasti: Oh, yes. 

"Cotroni: Oh, well- 

"Dasti: That's because of the quv he r<r, 

k now. * 

"Cotroni: v es, ves. 

"Dasti: Not the quvs from here. hf 1■ 

✓ 

nothing to do with you or the guys from here; th. 
i ic that. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

•Dasti: That's, because I use to hang arc. 

wich Ciovann, vou understand? 

"Cotroni: Yes, yes. 
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"Dasti: Where he is imprisoned, Christ, they 

want to know other persons that I want to contact, 

you understand now? 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: The thing is finished. 

< 

"Cotroni: Yes. 

"Dasti: But what's gonna happen is that I'm, 

eh, but what's his name took money and he left, vou 
know? 

"Cotroni: Okay, then okay. 

"Dasti: Yeah you know, then the, Wednesday I 

have to come back: I can't stay here. 

"Cotroni: Yes. 

"Dasti: But I think the guys, they’11 brir^ it 

back to me over there, Wednesday. Well I'd ra.her 
have them bring it over, than to take a chance myself. 
"Cotroni: It's the best thing, yeah. 

"Dasti: You know in case they search me, you 

know! 

"Cotroni: Yeahl 

"Dasti: They would say, what the fuck, what s 

that money doing he$e, ••«? 

"Cotroni: Yes, yes. 

"Dasti: Yeah, the question is that, there 


929 j 


A 2012 

Couture-redirect 

were those imbeciles from (incomprehensible). 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah! 

"Dasti: And it's five hundred dollars less, 

everyone, everyone is leaving because. 

"Cotroni: Oaky, we'll talk about this when j 

we'll see each other here. 

"Dasti: Okay. 

"Cotroni: Right, that how it will stay, it 

doesn't bother me. 

"Dasti: You, when will I see you Wednesday? 

"Cotroni: Well, as early as possible. 

••Dasti: Well yes. Me, I’ll arrive around 

two o'clock, two thirty. 

"Cotroni: In the afternoon?' 

“Dasti: Yeah! It's the latest, at the latest, 

three o'clock, the others, they will be there waiting 

for me just the same. 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Do you understand now? 

■cotroni: All right you want us to meet at the 

same place as last time you know where I met you 
before with my young brother-in-law. 

"Dasti: Yeah, at what time? At what time? 

"Cotroni: You know my younger brother-in-law,^ 


Pierre, there! 
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"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Good, around four. 

"Dasti: Why yes. Around four, fourthirty. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, because I have to be in that 

area, me. 

"Dasti: Yeah, it's alright. 

"Cotroni: You understand, I have errands to 

do there. 

"Dasti: Where we went the other night? 

"Cotroni: No, no, no, no. Not where we went 

to eat the other night! 

"Dasti: No, no, no. 

"Cotroni: Where we went the other time with 

my young brother-in-law before I left for there. 

"Dasti: Ah, yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, it's 

alright that. 

"Cotroni: You know what I mean? 

"Dasti: Yes, yes, yes. 

"Cotroni: Well after — 

"Dasti: You were eating chicken? 

"Cotroni: What? 

"Dasti: You were eating chicken! 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: Yeah, yeah, I understand. 
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"Cotroni: 
“Dasti: 

"Cotroni: 
"Dasti: 
"Cotroni: 
"Dasti: 
"Cotroni 
"Dasti: 


Good, you remember? 

Yes, yes. 

For approximately four thirtv. 
Okay! 

: I'll wait for you there. 

All right! 

: Okay, be careful. Good day. 

Okay. 


(continued on next page) 



A 2015 

Couture - redirect 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MR. FUCriO: (Cont.) 

MR. PLiCCIO: I would like to continue now. 
q Now, Mr. Couture, let me direct your attention 

now to Wednesday, January 13. On that day between the hours j 
of 10:00 a.ra. in the morning and 8:00 p.m. at night, was a j 
tape recording made of a conversation between Mr. Dasti and 


Mrs . Dasti? 


at home? 


Yes, sir, there was. 

And was the call placed by Mr. Dasti to his wif 


Yes, sir. 

And is that call the conversation No. 11 in 


Government's Exhibit 39 In evidence? 


Yes . 


MR. PUCCIO: Would you play that conversation 


for us, please. 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 
(Tape played.) 


‘21 ! BY MR. PUCCIO 

; i 


u l . »»*»• • w - 

a Now, Mr. Couture, I direct your attention to 

a telephone conversation between the noura of 8:00 p.m. on j 
January 12 and 8:00 p.m. on January 13, 1971, during this 
time period was a tape recording mad. of a conversation between 


I 
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2 j 

Mr. Cotroni and Mr. Dasti? 


J 

A 

y„, sir. there waa on the 13th of January. 


4 1 

1971. Mr. Frank Cotroni *ade an laming call to the real- j 


f> 1 

dence oi Mr. 

Da*ti and Mr. Dasti said — 


6 

Q 

Frank Cotroni on the 13th made a call to the 


7 

residence of 

Mr. Dasti and spoke to Mr. Dasti; Is that 


H 1 

I 

right? 



» i 

A 

Yes, sir. 


IU I 

Q 

Did you listen to a tape recording of this 


" 

conversation 

7 


12 ( 

A 

Yes, sir, I did. 


i:t 

Q 

Tell us aa beat as you can recall what Mr. 


u 

Cotroni and 

what Mr. Dasti said during this conversation. 


ir> 

‘ 

A 

Yes, sir. 


16 


Dasti said to Mr. Cotroni that he was Just 

1 

17 

, fh.i: the inrlcans will be In 

arriving off his trip and that the 

18 

Montreal at 

6:00 p.m. on the .«» ley and then Cotroni said j 

19 

to Mr. Dasti that you .111 go and mast him at 2:00 p.m. at 

■>< I 

the Victory 

Sporting Club. 

21 

1 

Q 

Now, did you say Americans will arrive 

2'2 

American will arrive? 

i 

•'»: 

A 

Americans. 

■ i, 

i Q 

Plural? 

i 

• A 

Yes, sir. 


r 
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Q Let me direct your attention to the \egas j 

. 

wiretap. That would be the wiretap on Mr. Dasti's residence;; 

is that correct?'} 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, between 8:00 p.m. on January 13 a 1 *'- 1 

’ 

8:00 p.m. on January 14th, was there a conversation inter¬ 
cepted betw*’ in Mr. Das and his wife.' 

A Yes, sir, there was an incoming call coming 

from Mr. Dasti to MRs. Dasti. 


that correct? 


Now, you listened to that conversation; is 


Yes, sir, I did. 

This again is a conversation where the tape 


recording is no longer available? 
A Yes, 3ir. 


You in fact listened to the conversatlcn when 


it was made? 


Yes. 


Tell us as best as you can recall what Mr. ^ast! 


says and what his wife says 


A Mr. Dasti says to Mrs. Dasti that the American 

__ that he received a phone call from the Americans and 
saying that they will be coming into Montreal by plane ana 
Dasti says that he was expeclng another phone call from them * 



4 
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8:10 p.m onthe same date and Dasti also said that you are 

suppose to go and meet them at Dorval at the. International 

Airport around 9:00 p.m. the same night and Dasti says they 

were bringing In the money. 

Dasti also says that Cotronl was also waiting 

for the money. Dasti says that during that tail he was at 

the Laurentlan Hotel and he says if the Americans don't show 

up tonight they will come tomorrow morning. 

o Tomorrow morning being when? 

A Thursday. 

q Now, I direct your attention to January 15, 

1971 , between the hours of IC:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q During this time was a tape recording made of 

a conversation between Mr. Cotroni and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir, we intercepted a phone call from No. 514 - 

677 0378. 

0 Where is that located? 

A Which was the pay phone of the Victoria Sporting 

Club and intercepted a longdistance call from Frank Cotronl 
to Frank Dasti. 


Dee 

,flw 


Frank Co-ronl Is «*Ulng Mr. Dasti longdistance 


on January 15th? 

A Yes, air. 






\ 
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You have the tape recording of that conver¬ 


sation? 


Yes, sir. 


Is that No. 12 in Government's Exhibit 39? 


Yes, 3ir. 


Would you play that conversation, please? 
(Conversation played.) 


MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, may I read this 


conversation? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. PUCCIO: Thi 3 again is incoming call, long¬ 


distance call placed by Mr. Cotroni on January 15, 


1971 sometime bety^een the hours of 10.00 a.m. in t.ie 


f* 


morning and 10:00 p.m. at night to Mr. Frank Dasti at 


pay telephone or the Victoria Sporting Club, 
(continued next page.) 


i 




fi 
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(Transcription of tape follows) 

"Palmieri: Hello. 

"Operator: Is this 677-0378? 

"Palmieri: Who? 

"Operator: 3 this 677-0378? 

"Unknown male: Hello. 

"Operator: Hold the line please. Hello. 

"Cotroni: Hello. 

"Operator: Is this 677-0378? 

"Cotroni: 0378 yeah, 677. 

"Operator: She's talking to the other party, 

go ahead. 

"Cotroni: Hello. Hello. 

"Palmieri: Hello. 

"Cotroni: Frank. 

"Palmieri: Frank. 

* 

'Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Palmieri: Minute 

"Dasti: Hello. 

"Cotroni: Yes. 

"Dasci: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, good day. 

"Dasti: Not bad. 

"Cotroni: What I wanted to say, I spoke with 


1 
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him yesterday. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

■•cotroni: He is not very very happy. You *ncw 
the rent, it has to be respected. He says, he says 
he waited, ha., twenty four hours, you know for, hm. 

I 

to get the okay. 

"Dasti: He waited' twenty four hours? 

"Cotroni: Yeah, over there, he says he waited 

twenty four hours. 

"Dasti: well, he did not wart twenty four hourb, 

he is sick, him. 

"Cotroni: That's what he told me. He says 

from eight o'clock at night until five o'clock the 

next day. 

"Dasti: So, what do you want him to do? 

"Cotroni: I know. hnyway, I told him to leave 

it there. YOU know. Then, after that. I spoke to 

him about the other thing. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Concerning the rent, you know? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: SO that, myself, I told him I'd 

„ t rather hx so he did not answer me. 
rather not, I rather, nx 

"Dasti: Hum, hum. 
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-'Cotroni: I don't know what to dc. 

t 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: To lower it, to lower it, I don't 

know. 

"Dasti: Eh? 

"Cotroni: (Incomprehensible) To lower it, I 

don’t know, I did not tell him, me. 

"Dasti: Yeah, yeah, I understand. 

"Cotroni: I am meeting him later on, anyway. 

"DAsti: Yeah? 

"Cotroni: Hm, I'll call you back. Tomorrow, 

are you working? 

"Dasti: Of course, I am here everyday. 

"Cotroni: AT the same time there? 

"Dasti: Yeah, yeah, everyday at eleven, 

eleven thirty, I'm here. 

t'U call you back tomorrow 
"Cotroni: Okay, I n 

morning, at the same time. 

"Dasti: Okay. 

"Cotroni: Okay? 

"Dasti: Listen there. 

"Cotroni: The other one, the pimp, he doesn't 

wany any, him? 

"Dasti: Hey? 
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"Cotroni: The pimp. 

’•Dasti: Yeah, he says, he'll take it. But 

I don't know. I'll talk to him anyway. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, I would rather it hap- 

pened. This way, we would get over with it, Christ. 

"Dasti: Yeah, anyway they will call me over 

there today, anyway. 

"Cotroni: Okay. 

"Dasti: I'm supposed to speak to the little 

/ 

one tonight, you know? 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: Because yesterday, I spoke to him 

from my house. You know? 

"Cotroni: Ah yes, ah yes, I know. 

"Dasti: So, hm, he says to me, Christ, you 

could have spoken to me about it, you could have 
spoken to me about it yourself, me, I did not know 
this, you were out of town, you knov’. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: I told him anyway, I told him anyway, 

it's no good anyway. I am working on the other thing 
he says I'll see you tomorrow night, you know.' 


"Cotroni: Okay. 

"Dasti: Do you understand now? 


i 
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"Cotroni: Yes, yes. 

‘'Dasti: Okay? 

"Cotroni: At the same time, when I call you 

tomorrow morning. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Let me know for the other thinq, eh? 

"Dasti: Okay. 

"Cotroni: Goodbye. 

"Dasti: Goodbye." 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
UY MR. PUCCIO: 

q now, on that same day Friday January 15, 1971, 

between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., did you make 
a tape recording of a conversation between Mr. Oddo and Mr. 

Dasti? 

A Yes, sir, we did. 

q Would that be a call placed by Mr. Oddo to 

Mr. Dasti at the Victoria Sporting Club? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And this call took place sometime between 

10:00 a.m. in the morning and 8:00 p.m. on the 15th at 

night? 

A Yes. 

q That is Government Exhibit No. 39, Conversation 
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2 j 

13, is that 

right? 

1 

1 

A 

Yes. 

4 1 

U . 

Would you play that conversation for us, please. 

5 I 

Mr. Couture? 

6 .! 

1 

A 

Yes. 

7 


- 

(Conversation played) 

8 

Q 

Now, let me direct your attention to Saturday 

9 

January 16, 

1971, which would be the next day. Now, on 

10 i 

that date at 10:00 a.m. in the morning, was the tape record- 

11 i 

ing made of 

a conversation between Mr. Oddo and Mr. Dasti? 

12 | 

A 

Yes, sir. 

13 | 

Q 

And was this a telephone call placed by Mr. 

14 

Oddo to Mr. 

! 

Dasti at one of the pay booths in the Laurentian 

15 

Hotel? 


16 

A 

Yes, sir. 

17 

Q 

And that would be Conversation No. 14, in 

18 

Government* 

s Exhibit No. 39, is that correct? 

19 

A 

Yes. 

20 

1 

! Q 

Would you play that conversation for us, 

21 

please? 

I 

• 

22 

A 

Yes. 


23 I 
f 13.24 1 

i 

25 



(Conversation played) 
(Continued on next pag* - ) 
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* 

PEDIRECT EXAMINATION 
ay MR. PUCCIO (Cont'd): 

q Now, Mr. Couture, on that same day, Saturday, 

January 16, 1971, between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., was 
there a tape recording made of telephone conversation 
between, again, m£. Oddo and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir. 

q And was this a call placed by Mr. Oddo to 

Mr. Dasti at the Victoria Sporting Club? 

A yes, on 514-677-9272, this was the Victoria 


12 | 

Sprting Club 

business phone. 

13 

Q 

And is that conversation No. 15 of Government'* 

14 

Exhibit 39? 



15 

A 

yea, sir. 

* . 

Hi 

Q 

Will you play that conversation, please? 

17 | 

A 

ya3, sir. 


IN 


(The following is a transacription of Convex^- 

19 

tion 

No. 15.) 

' 

20 


"DASTI: 

hellol 

21 


"ODDO: 

Hello* Frank. 

22 


"DASTI: 

Yeah, boy. 

23 


"ODDO: 

book ay, Frank? 

24 


"DASTI: 

Yeah, 

2T» 


"ODDO: 

Eh, could I talk? 
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“DASTI: Yeah, yeah, listen eh you don't nave 

to talk eh whatever you told me it's all ngnt. 

"ODDO: Whatever I told you is all nynt. 

"DASTI: Yeah, leave it go at that lor tins 

time. 

"ODDO: All right, so look eh, we’ll be up 

there what, what do you want, well look I en it's 
gonna take ma little time. 

"DASTI: Yeah. 

"ODDO: It’s gonna take me a little time, 

when we get there we'll call you, it'll he tonight 
or in the morning• 

"DASTI: It'll be tonight or in the morning. 

"ODDO: Right? 

"DASTI: You »ure? 

"ODDO: Definitely. Where should I call you? 

"DASTI: Well, tonight or tomorrow morning. 

What time in the morning would you think? 


"ODDO: 

Well, it'll ae early, nine, ten. 

"DASTI: 

Nine, ten? 

"ODDO: 

Yeal 

“DASTI: 

Well, call me at the house. 

"ODDO: 

At the (incomprehensible). 

"DASTI: 

Or, if it's gonna be tomorrow morning 





945 


A 2026 

Couture - redirect 
"OUDO: vein, we'11 moke it tomorrow, tven 

If we get in there tonight, I won't coll you til 
tomorrow morning. 

"DASTI: If, if you come in tonight you know 

what ti«*e you would come in? 

"ODDO: No, I got no idea, cause I got, you 

know, I gotto go and get to ,ee thee, people and get 
that, you know. 

"DASTI: Yea, all right, so. I 

"ODDO: See, I can't tell you a definite time,! 

you know? 

"DASTI: Yeah. All right, lookcause I was 

gonna leave myself, yo know? 

"ODDO: Yeah. 

"DASTI: If you definitely gonna he here today 

or tomorrow so I ain't gonna leave. 

"ODDO: O.K. Good. 

"DASTI: Because I gotta go back an pick up 

what I told you yeu know? 

"ODDO: Back here? 

"DASTI: I left eh, some money up there. 

"ODDO: Oh, I didn't know. 

"DASTI: Friend of mine made a bet for me, yo 


know. 
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"ODDO: Yeah, but eh couldn't I, I couldn't 

do that because. 

"DASTI: No, no. No, no, it’s no use, 1 ^on 

wanna mix everything up. 

"ODDO: All, all right Frankie. 

“DASTI: They made a bet for me at eh, a - 

yonkers the other night, you know, I gave him a counle! 

of horses. 

"ODDO: Oh, oh, I see. 

"DASTI: So, I gotta little money. 

"ODDO: Yeah, yeah, you bet. 

"DASTI: I don't want, so I wanna go and nick i 

up, you know. 

"ODDO: Yeah, yeah, yeah. So then i'll a\., 

I'll call you in the mornina. 

"DASTI: All rigHtT - ^^-- 41 ^— aot ' . 

home ? 

"ODDO: Yeah. 

"DASTI: Eh that's the eh, that number you on! 

call when you need verv very. 

"ODDO: That I know. 

"DASTI: You understand? 

"ODDO: That I know. 

"DASTI: O.K. 


\ ■ 




i 
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"ODDO: O.K. 

'PASTI: So. 

"ODDO: So long. 

"DASTI: i'll eh, see you tomorrow momma. 

•ODDO: Yeah, good. 

"DASH: Right, bye bye." 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, on this next con¬ 
versation, I believe you wanted to have a discussion. 

THE COURT: Oh, yes. The Jury is excused ( or 

a few minutes. 

(Jury excused.) 

THE COURT: Before you do that, I will ask you 
to come up at the bench, but I have gone over the papers 

in Government's Exhibit 43. 

Don't come up to the bench, because I want these 

sealed before I have counsel come up. But, I don't 
think that vou are required to introduce all the 
conversations, even though they may be incriminating. 

You nay very well have to introduce those con 
vocations that may be used that might show criminal 
intnnt or lack of criminal intent, state of mind. 

I see two conversations that fit in those two 
cateeories, one, and this one I can talk about because 
it's between the defendant Dasci and his wife. 


I 
















C J 


1 


f- 





Couture 


' 


’:K. PUCCIO: That's Nick D'lorio, that's a 

friend of Dasti's. 

THE COURT: All right. 

low, this is a telephone call between Cole 
and Dasti. Cola speaks of a guy in parentnesis, 
possibly Frank Catroni, apparently the name was sort 
of veiled, or disguised, whom he met witn oefore no 
left on a trip, and then in parenthesis, Acapulco. 

This guy, in parenthesis, Frank Catroni, 
would not have been pleased with sometning supposedly 
done by Frank Dasti, "Re: Possibly a narcotics trans¬ 

action between Dasti and the American Odao, and 
Vanacora Re: Transaction which took place on 1/lo/zl 

in New York (cocaine)." 

Now, the rest of it is irrelevant. 

Now, of course, the defendants mignt use tn*s 
to try to show that Mr. Dasti didn't want any part 
of the — 

MR. IJUKJaili - Cotroni. 

ThE COURT: I'm sorry, Cotroni? 

MR. PUCCIO: I am pretty sure that was turn’ i 

over, your uonor. 

is that in brackets? 

THE COURT: It's in brackets. The point isn't 
clear. I don't know that I would permit the testimony 
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to come in. He doesn't sey tn.t he didn't went tne 
cocaine deal, but this is Cola, telling Oasti 
MR. PUCCIO: Telling Cotroni. 

THE COURT: No, telling Dasti tnat cotroni 
wasn't happy about something that happened, it cou^u 
have been the payment, it could have been the deal. 


it could have been a lot of things. 


X think the defendant ought to know it is there 
and if they want to use it, let me know how they want 
to use it. If it's admissible, I will allow you to 
use it. That's the only piece that I find tnat tney 
might be entitled to. 

I read all the rest and after you — you can 
show me that you have already given it to him, of 
course, and we don't have a problem. This is the ' 

part I read, “Perhaps Mr. Couture could tell us whether 

we got it already. 

You see it's within the bracket, but there are 

a lot of conversations. All right. 

ciovt, after that the clerk is to seal it, return 
it to the U. S. attorney and the U. S. attorney is to 
hold it for possible review by the Court of Appeals. 


Wow, on the other matter -- 

MR. PUCCIO: You're right, your Honor, this was 


I 





not turned over 

conversation. 


fi 2034 

Couture - redirect 


951 


because 


of other material in the 


THE COURT’: Yes. 

MR. IANNUMI: May I suggest that this is one 
of the reason, why we have all along askeu somehow 
for the Court to review all of the tapes because 


t 


i 

I 


| 


tnera may be much such information. 

THE COURT: I say I don't even know it’s even 

admissible. Of course, I should listen to all, but 
you know you are talking about 1,000 tapes in French. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I understand, but we are talking 


about thousands of days in ja£l f too. 

THE COURT: That's not the argument. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It's something we might be aule 


to use. 

THE COURT: I say a thousand, so a thousand 
days in jail, it could be more than that, you know. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It sure could, your Honor. 

I just indicate that this is an example of possible 

material. 

THE COURT: You have made your argument on the 
record. Fou have said so many times that the Judge 
should go to Montreal and llaten to a translator trnas 


late 1,000 to 2,000 tapes. 



Couture 
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I*. IAWNUZZH I didn't say that's the only 
method of doing it. I said somehow we should have 

| 

the information. 

THE COURT: If these defendants are convicttc. 

and you convince the Court of Appeals I should do 
tnat, then I will go up there and take two months off. 

you see, and do it. 

But in thrwimay Court, to go up on a fool's 

errand, I don't see any reason for xt. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I don't know that it is a fool's 

errand. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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THE COURT: The Court of Aopeals would have 

to convince me that it is not. 

MR IANNUZZI: We would be willing to spend 

the time. 

THE COURT: I am talking about you, I am taking 
about myself. 

MB. IANNUZZI: The defense counsel would spend 
the time. 

the court: do you think the Canadian Government 
la going to tell you what Is going on! X saw some 
or the stuff in the sealed envelope and there Is 
enought in therefor the Canadian Oovernment to say: | 

Nothing doing. 

MB. IANNUZZI: They did on other occasions that 

they made a choice 

THE COURT: All right. 

YOU know where to make your argument, over at 

Foley Square on the 17th floor. 

MR. IANNUZZI:. Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Now, why should that be in, what 
page is it on? 

MR. IANNUZZI: May we discuss this out of 
the hearing of the press? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


Come up here. 
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*2 

(The following occurred out of the hearing 


a 

of the spectators.) 


4 

MR. PUCCIO: I might eliminate It entirely. 


5 

maybe I can Just say ’'incomprehensible." 


6 ( 

MR. IANNUZZI: The Jury has the books. 


7 

THE COURT: I will tell them we put that out 


H 

because it wasn't agreed that it wa3 a translations. 


9 1 

There was a disagreement and because we didn't agree 


10 

we blocked it out. 


11 i 

Mr. Clerk, you have some of those felt pens 


12 ! 

that do a pretty good Job — you say it is on the 


13 | 

second page of the transcript? 


14 

MR. PUCCIO: Converstion 10, second page. In line 


15 i 

| 

17, line 18, 20, 21, etcetera — no, it is Just up to 


16 

21. 


17 

THE COURT: Up to 21? 


18 

MR. PUCCIO: Actually we could probably 


19 

Mr. Clerk, do you hare that blue pencil that we 


20 

use? 

i 

21 

See if that works. 


22 

THE COURT: The French "bordel" would 


23 

sound close.- to bordello. Maybe it should be X’d out 


24 

in French, too. 


25 

MR. IANNUZZI: Nay I ask only that we not go 

1 

a 

1 

•* 

■ X 

M 


/■ 




I 


A 2038 955 

Couture - redirect 
into this with the press here? 

THE COURT: All right. 

Would you skip the listening of the tape 
and Just read a transcript of — we will wait for 
Mr. fennuzzi to see if he agrees. 

(Pause.) 

THE COURT: Would you skip the playing of the 
Pane, although It is in French, I thought that they wljl 
catch it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I think that will be all right. 
the COURT: Would you have any objection to — 

MR.IANNUZZI: Since the actual tape doesn t 

into the record anyway, but merely the translation-4 
THE COURT: If you — Just a moment. 

Would you have any objection to eliminating 

the playing of the tape? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Not I, your Honor. 

THE COURT: I am talking to Mr. Puccio. I 

MR. PUCCIO: The only thing occurs to me is 
why the Jury - the Jury would be wondering why we 
didn’t play this tape. 

THE COURT: Tell than, It Is not a perfect tape 

and we have agreed on clo.e examination - 

MR, PUCCIO: This is an Important tape. 


4 
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THE COURT: It is in French. 

MR. PUCCIO: There is nothing wrong with the 
recording. It is an accurate transcript of what is in 
the tape. This is not an unclear tape at all. 

THE COURT* . 1 tninlc 

if you play it the Jury is not going to understand 

French, it is French-Canadian. 

MR . IANNUZZI; Why don't we start from 1 ne 22, 

and Just bypass that part. 

THE COURT: How about that? 

All right, take all the — suppose you take 
all the books — how about cutting out page 13 to 22 — 
I'm sorry, line 13 — 17 to 21 , inclusive. Let’s 
do a scissor Job on it. There doesn't seem to be 

anything in there that is pertinent. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It would be faster withthe 

scissor. 

MR. PUCCIO: I think if you cut out 7 -in line 

15 Cotroni says, "It is 1:30 " 

THE COURT: I said leave that in ana start 

at line 17 . Juat one point - "Th.ro 1 = "here I <=«">* 

in late." 

MR. PUCCIO: I don't think — well, I t.nink 
we should take the whole thing out. 


/ 
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MR.PUCCIO: 17, 18, 19 and 20. 

THE COURT: All right, suppose we do this, and 
It would look like this, would you have any objection 
to It? 

MR. PUCCIO: I would Just like to put a piece 
or paper behind it because it makes it confusing. 

The books were put together about a week ago and we 

asked that all objections be made a long time before 

, 

that. 

MR. IANNUZZI: We made this several days ago. 

MR. PUCCIO: We — well, it was done after the 
date that it was supposed to. Also if you toox out 
THE COURT: I think if we asked them not to 
read this now, take the books away for this, put a 
staple in it now and then we will do the surgical Job 

later. 

MR. PUCCIO: This is an important conversation 
as far as we are concerned. I 

THE COURT: I say — 

MR. PUCCIO: I'd rather have the Juryv-wlth 
a couple of agents we can fit these books In five 
or ten minutes. 

THE COURT: All right. Get some scissors. 

MR. PUCCIO: Just to preserve the continuity. 
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is your Honor leaving 22 in? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: Really ir* line 15, catroni says, 

"It Is 1:30," and line 22 the answer is "Yes,” and 
then Dasti says "Yes, I have to know what to do. 

THE COURT: Yes, you are right. 

MR. PUCCIO: So that would mean we eliminate 

16 to line 22 inclusive. 

THE COURT: 16. 

You want that "yeah" in, don’t you? 

MR. PUCCIO: I would suggest, line 16 to 21, then. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Lsiping 16 in? 

THE COURT: Leave 16 in and take 22 out. 

MR. PUCCIO: No, leave 22 in. I Just wanted to 

read that — 

MR. IANNUZZI: You can take these both out. 

MR. PUCCIO: I thought of that, too. 

THE COURT: All right, collect the books and 

let’s do the Job. 

MR. IANNUZZI; May we Just agree amongst our¬ 
selves that we will not permit discussion with the pre^s 

about anything concerning this? 

MR. PUCCIO: Nobody is going to discuss this 


with the press. 


I 




i 7 
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MR. IANNUZZI: I understand that but they 


p : 4 rn 


come up to us and talk to us. 


THE COURT: You know that the transcript Is 


available to the preaa. If they buy It, they have it 


MR. PUCCIO: I think they have a copy of 


this already and they know all about it and it is 


not very earth-shattering. 


THE COURT: All right, start with the cutting. 


MR. PUCCIO: I think if we put a piece of 


raper on,it is faster. 


MR. IANNUZZI: How aout the blacking out of it? 


THE COURT: No, you can read through the type. 


You can read through it. 


MR. PUCCIO: We are going to take out line 17 


to 21, your Honor. 


THE COURT: All right. 


Suppose you oversee It and turn to the page 


and Martin will start cutting and let the lawyers 


look at It and when you are ready, let me 


Suppose you look at this and make sure 


MR. PUCCIO: All right. 


(Recess taken.) 


i 
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THE COURT: Are we ready now? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Are we going to skip those -a s 

or that spot on the tape when we play the tape? 

It is in french and I don't know how they can 


pick it up. 

MR. IANNUZZI: The press might pick it up. 

THE COURT: I am not so concerned I can L 
worry about these things. Tf it can be blurred out. 

all right. 

THE WITNESS: I can fix it. 

THE COURT: You can? 

THE WITNESS: It's already done. 

THE COURT: Oh. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. On the tape. 

\ THE COURT: Wonderful. 

Bring the jury in. 

(The jury is in the jury box.) 

THE COURT: you may proceed, Mr. Puccio. 


MR. PUCCIO: 

i *4- rnra rpfGT VOU tO Saturday , 

O Now, again, let me reier yu 

nuary 16, 1971, again between the hours of 10:00 a.^. 

e morning and 8:00 p.m. at night. 

On that day, was a tape recording made of a 
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conversation between Mr. Dasti and Mr. Cotroni? 

^ Yes. There war an outgoing long distance call. 

Mr. Dasti to Mr. Frank Cotroni. And this call was inter¬ 
cepted from the Victoria Sporting Club, number (514) 677-9272, 

0 Mr. Dasti was calling from the Victoria Sport¬ 

ing Club, placing a call to Mr. Cotroni? 

A Yes. 

0 Was this a long distance call? 

A Yes, to Acapulco. 

O That is conversation number sixteen in the 

government's Exhibit 39, is that correct? 


Would you play that conversation for us, please 


Yes, sir. 


(Tape played at this time in open court.) 
MR. PUCCIO: May 1 read this conversation, 


your Honor? 


the COURT: Yes. 

(TO. PUCCIO: Thank you. This. again, is a call 

placed by Mr. Dasti Iron, the Victorra Sporting Club 

to Mr. Cotroni in Acapulco. 

"operator: Just a moment; go ahead now' 

''Dasti: Hello! 

"Cotroni: Hello! 
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( 

"Dasti: Yes! 

"Cotroni: Me, I don't live here anymore, I 

told you so. 

"Dasti: Eh! 

"Cotroni: I don't live here anymore. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I know. They gave another number. 

"Cotroni: Ah yes, I live at the other place. j 

"Dasti: Ah yea, but I wanted you to call me 

because, hm. 

"Cotroni: But, I was going to call you at noon, 

"Dasti: At noon! 

"Cotroni: Ah yes. 

"Dasti: We are at about noon: It is one-thirty. 

"Cotroni: It is one-thirty? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

'Cotroni: Well, I went to the Huerta (name 

of brothel in Spanish) this is why I came in late. 
"Dasti: Ah! Ah! 

"Cotroni: The brothel, the Huerta, that's 

what they call it. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I know, you went to the krothel. 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Yeah, hm, me, I have to know what to 

do f hm. 
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"Cotroni: I don't know. 

"Dasti: The guys ere in a jam over there, and 
he doesn't he doesn't wart to have anything to do with 

it. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: Because what happens, is that, it 

takes two to make one. 

"Cotroni: What? 

"Dasti: It takes two to make one. 

"Cotroni: Ah, ah; two to make one. 

"Dasti: Ah yes, it takes, the guy wants on, 

only the contract to be hm, like hm. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, I understand. 

"Dasti: I have to sign the contract for seven 

thousand per month, per, per year. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: It will make, I have, I have to sign 

a contract for two years. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, it makes ten thousand. 

"Dasti: That is fourteen. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, fourteen. 

"Dasti: You understand now? 

'Cotroni: Yes, yes. 

Otherwise, I can' 


Dasti: 


t do anything and. 
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and the others, he wants, they will cancel their 
contracts. They they, they are going to burn it. 

"Cotroni: (Incomprehensible) the contract? 

"Dasti: Eh? 

"Cotroni: It is seven thousand per year. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: So for two years, it makes fourteen 

thousand. 

"Dasti: Th?t's it I Because it takes absolutely 

that, for hm, to fix the thing. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, I understand. 

"Dasti: You understand now? Because he is 

too much hm, it is too much, it is too finished; the 
buy does not want to do anything with it; besides 
that, he does not want to lose his time and hm, you 

know how it is; they are nervous. 

"Cotroni: Me, I don't know what to say me to 

him, because it doesn't matter to me. 

"Dasti: Ahl 

"Cotroni: Me, I have but to give it to him, 

but it is because maybe after, he won t a.,t a. 

"Dasti: Now listen, me I can't take any 

chances with these guys. I don't want to burn them. 

Yeah, yeah, I understand. 



Cotroni: 
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"Dasti: Besides, to, they are in a jam. I 

can't, keep them, by the, by the throat, eh? 

"Cotroni: No. 

•Dasti: Listen, they are not liars these ;uys. 

"cotroni: What do you think you? j 

••Dasti: Hm, they are not liars. This is all 

I got to say. 1*11 see. I'll see what he can do about 

+■<-> rail me at one-thirty, this is 
it. He is suppose to can 

whv I wanted an answer. 

-Cotroni: Yeah, veah, yeah. T don’t know what 

the hell to do. 

••Dasti: Ah, but me, hm, there is only one 

solution, it is to leave. 

"Cotroni: You don’t understand what I’m 

saying now. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: (Incomprehensible) to do business. 

"Dasti: Yeah, I ••• 

li; (incomprehensible) what does he 


"Cotroni: 


want with me? 


want me to 


"Dasti: Well yes, but what do you w 

say, to, to throw them away. 

"Cotroni: Because (incomprehensible) £<*. tor, 


it works. 
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"Dasti: I understand! I understand! .'he 

other one told me yesterday, that the man wants uc 
next week. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

"Dasti: You understand now? 

"Cotroni: Yeah, yeah, I understand, veal.. 

"Dasti: But everything is fixed. I told him 

it was shit, you know. 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Dasti: He said anyway, you should have -old 

me and (incomprehensible) but I have to leave right 
away; I can't wait until you return (swear word). - 
explained the thing, you knowl 
"Cotroni: Hey! 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Do what you have to do. 

"Dasti: Hm. Hm. Correct (ok). 

"Cotroni: OK? 

"Dasti: OK! 

"Cotroni: Fix it your way. You, when will y 

be back? 

"Dasti: I'll be here. 

"Cotroni: Eh? 

"Dasti: I'll be here. 
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"Cotroni: Ah, you are not goincr away (out of 


town) ? 

"Dasti: No, no. 

11 Cotroni: Ah, ah, ah! 

•Dasti* If I ' m away, I will have to ioavj, 

hri , tomorrow morning, tomorrow night, to-night. 

"Cotroni: Yeah you are not leaving for long? 

"Dasti: No, no, one day. 

"Cotroni: Okay! 

"Dasti: But, I Will go there and get the 

Lt>ing, you understand? 

"Cotroni: Yeah, you want to call me back, cr 

do you want me to call you? 

"Dasti: No no. I'll call you, I have your 

number there. 

"Cotroni: If you call me there.' 

"Dasti: Yeah! 

"Cotroni: Call me there at the otner number. 

"Dasti: Yeah, they gave it to me! 

'Cotroni: 21166. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: call me either in the morning at 

ten o'clock at 10:00 o'clock from Montreal. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 
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"Cotroni: Eh, or at 8:00 o'clock at night. 

"Dasti: Okay! 

"Cotroni: From Montreal! 

"Dasti: All right! 

"Cotroni: OK? 3ecause I'm always there, at 

that hour. 

"Dasti: Okay! 

"Cotroni: Goodbye. 

"Dasti: Goodbye." 

O Now, Mr. Couture, let me direct your attention 

to the time period beginnina approximately 8:00 o.m. or 
January 16th until 8:00 p.m. January 17, 1971. 


During that time period, did you tape record 


a conversation between Mr. Dasti and his wi r e.'’ 

A Yes, we did. 

0 Was that an outgoing call made by Mr. Dasti 

from the Victoria Sporting Club to his wife? 

A Yes. 

0 You listened to this conversation and made an 

entry in your log, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

n This, again, is a conversation where the actual 

tape is no longer in existence? 


A Yes. 


I 
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* *> 1 

o 

But you do have your log? 

11 

1 

A 

Yes. 


1 1 

O 

Tell us, as best you can recall, what Mr. 2 )asti 



said to his 

wife and what she said to him during this 


,i ii 

conversation? 


' 7 I 

A 

He said to Mrs. Dasti that the American wixl ho 


1 8 '1 

bringing to 

him the money on Sunday morning. And then Dasti 


!» II 

says he will then go to New York to pick uo his personal 


H) 

nonry next 

week. 


11 '1 

0 

Now, during that same time period, was a tape 


12 : 

recording made of a conversation between Mr. Paul Oddo and 


13 j 

Dasti? 



U 

A 

Yes, sir, there was. 


ir, | 

0 

Was that a call received by Mr. Dasti at his 


1G j 

residence? 



l 

IT | 

A 

Yes, sir. 

|H j 

q 

The call was then placed by Mr. Oddo to r-asti? 


i'.) j 

A 

Yes. 


20 j 

(., 

This, again, is a call where you don’t have a 


• 21 | 

r^cording, 

but vou do have a log entry or summary of the 


22 

conversation, is that correct? 


23 

A 

Yes. 


2 | 

0 

Tell us, as best you can recall, and refer to 


2.'. 

your loq entry it you have to, what Mr. Oddo said and what 

1 

1 


•*/ ® 


\ 
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Mr. Dasti said during this conversation? 

A Oddo says to Mr. Dasti he was at the hotel and 

waiting for him. And Mr. Dasti says to Mr. Oddo that he was 
to go meet him at the hotel at approximately 9:43 in the 

morning on January 17, 1971. 

O That would be a Sunday, is that correct. 

A Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: May I have a minute, your honor? 

(Pause.) 

9 Now, let me direct your attention to the time 

period beginning at 8:00 p.m. That would be 2000 hours, is 


that correct? 


Yes. 


o On January 19, and 1800 on January 20th, 1971, 

during that time period, was a tape recording made of a 
conversation between Mr. Orsini and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes. We intercepted this call on the pay phone 

of the Victoria Sporting Club. 

o You listened to the tape recording of this 

ennversation, is that correct? 


This, again, is not a conversation which you 


have at the present time? 
A Yes, sir. 




t 
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But, you did make a log, or a sundry, of this 


conversation? 


Yes, sir. 


n Tell us, as best you can recall, and refer to 

the summary if you have to, what Orsim said to b.r. Oast. au~ 
what Mr. nasti said to Orsini during this conversation. 

A At that time, Mr. Orsini reached Mr. Dasti and 

qnvc him Frank cotroni’s number in Acapulco, 42069. and told 
, 1r . nasti to call Mr. Cotroni riqht away in Acapulco. 

o Then on Wednesday, January 20th, between 

10:00 a.m. in the morning and 8:00 p.m. at night, ou 
intercepted a call between Mr. Daati and Mr. Cotroni, is that 


correct? 


vcs, sir. 


o That was a long distance call placed by 

. lr . nasti from the Victoria Sporting Club to Mr. Cotroni in 

Mr*/ i co» ’ r- 

Yes. 

That would be conversation seventeen in 

. rvhihit 39° Is that correct? 

Government s txr.iDit 

A Yes. 

n Will you play that conversation for us, please? 


Yes. 


(At this time, the tape was played m open court 
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„r. PUCCIO: May I read this conversation, 

vour Honor? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: This again is a call placed by 
Mr. Dasti on January 20, 1971 between 10:00 a.m. in 
the norninq and 8:00 p.m. at niqht Jrom the Victoria . 
Sportinc Club to Mr. Cottoni in Acapulco and I am 
skipping the preliminaries with the operator and I j 
will qo to line 26 where Cotroni says "Good day." j 

"Dasti: Hello. 

"Operator 1: Eh, I have a collect call for 
Mr. Frank, on behalf of Mr. Frank, is it? 

"Cotroni: Yes, it's okay. 

"Operator 1: Thank you. 

"Cotroni: Good day. 

"Dasti: Good day. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, I can't get your line! 

"Dasti: No. 

"Cotroni: well, it's rouqh when we try to call 

"Dasti: Ah, ah. 

"Cotroni: Anyway, I am meetinq the puy 

tomorrow you know? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

did not know what to tell him. 


"Cotroni: I 
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"Dasti: iTou are meeting the guy? 

"Cotroni: (Incomprehensible) 

"Dasti: You are meeting the guy tomorrow? 

"Cotroni: Yeah, I'm meeting the guy, my ouv, 

here 1 

"Dasti: Yeah, for? 

"Cotroni: Well for nothing, I just want to meet 

him, hm. I'll talk to him about the lease. 

"Dasti: Yeah, the lease is finished. 

"Cotroni: Eh? 

"Dasti: The lease is finished. 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 

"Dasti: Well. 

"Cotroni: He made it yeah. 

"Dasti: Well yes, I have to, what do vou want 

me to do. I can't do otherwise. I had told vou, if 
I didn't call you. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, hm. I understand, ves it's ok 

"Dasti: Do you understand? 

"Cotroni: But hm, did you receive the thing? 

Yes . 

"Dasti: Ah yes! 

"Cotroni: Ah, you have it on hand! 

"Dasti: Ah yes. 
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"Cotroni: I will call you back, I will tell 

you what to do. 

"Dasti: All is put away. 

"Cotroni: Yeah yeah, it's ok. I’m coina to 

see him tomorrow. I'll see what he wants. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: And, hm, if he wants it, I will 

call you, and we will have it sent (incomprehensible) .| 

"Dasti: Good, as you wish. 

"Cotroni: What? 

"Dasti: As you like. 

"Cotroni: Ah, I will call you back. 

"Dasti: Ask him what he wants to do with tne 

other things. 

"Cotroni: Yeah okay. But for that. I'll sneak 

to him about it at the same time. 

"Dasti: Yeah, because they are waitina after 

it. 

"Cotroni: They are waiting for it eh? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: OK. Anytime eh? 

"Dasti: Yeah, anytime but, you know what you 

have to do eh? 

"Cotroni: Yeah. 
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"iasti: Yu must sign a contract, and pay the 
amount you wish. YOU ^now. because otherwise, that is,. 

that xs not. 

’Controni: A contract for? 

"Dasti: A contract, you know. 

"Cotrrai: Yeah yeah. 

"Dasti: You Know, loot at the contract he wantj,, 

you know. 

"Cotton i: Yeah, yeah, I understand. i 

"Dasti, He has to build, and it will coat 
it will cost his, five, it will cost his, six, it will 

cost him seven, you know. 

"Cotroni: Yeah, I understand. 

"Dasti, we must have the contract for. hm, 

like this, otherwise, it is no good. 

"Cotroni: Okay. 

"Dasti: You understand now? 

"Cotroni: It's okay. 

, t• n -take care of the rest, me, 

"Dasti: This me, I H taKe 

"Cotroni: Okay. 

"Dasti: Okay? 

"Cotroni: Correct! 

"Dasti: All right. 

"Cotroni: Good day. 
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"Dasti: Good day. 

"Cotrori: Hey. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

••cotroni: Call back the..., you know, the one 

that just called you. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: You have the number, you have the 

number eh, on St. Lawrence there. 

"Dasti: I had it, but I, I forcot it. 

"Cotroni: Do you want to write it down? Have j 

you a pencil? 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: 272- 

"Dasti: 272, yeah... 

"Cotroni: 2142. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: If it is busy, it is 272. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Eh, 1, 1623. | 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Now tell him, because he is supposed 

to join me on Friday. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: Bare. 


/ 
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"Dasti: Yeah. 

•'Cotroni: Ask him, if he can come tomorrow 

instead. 

"Dasti: Yeah. 

"Cotroni: It's, it's more convenient for me. 

"Dasti: Okay! 

"Cotroni: Tell him just tha-. Okay. 

"Dasti: All right! Okay. 

"Cotroni: Goodbye. 

"Dasti: Goodbye!" 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 


o NOW. let me direct your attention. Mr. Couture,! 

to the time period beginning 2000 hours or 8=00 o.m. on 
January 20th until 2000 or 8:00 p.m. on January 21. 1871. 

During that time period, was a conversation 

intercepted and recorded between Mr. Frank Cotroni and 


Mr. Carlino? 


Yes, there was 


o was that a call placed by Mr. Cotroni to 

Mr. — to the victoria Sporting Club? 

A Yes, on the pay phone. 

0 This again is a conversation that you haven't 

retained, but you have a log or a summary of this converse- 


tior■ is that right? 







I 
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I 


•) 

— • I 

A Correct, sir. 


\\ 

0 Now, tell us — you yourself listened indeed 


4 

to this tape recording? 


ft ! 

A Correct. 


6 ; 

q Tell us as best as you can recall and if 


7 ! 

necessary refer to your log what Mr. Cotroni said to 


K I 

Mr. Carlino and what Mr. Carlino said to Mr. Controni on 


9 

the phone during this conversation. 


10 | 

A Cotroni was saying to Carlino to advise ’■ ran* 


u : 

Dasti that you would have to give the money to Guido Orsini 


12 

and then another guy came on the phone. It was Paul Desormier, 

s 

n i 

He was also in Mexico with Mr. Cotroni and he talked with 


14 

Arthur Laverdure andMr . Desorilier* gave a phone number to 


Ift 

Laverdure and said to him, "You will reach Willie at such 


16 

number." 


17 

Q Now, during this same time period, that woulc. 


18 

be the 20th to the 21st,did you intercept and record a 


19 

telephone conversation between Mr. Carlino and Mr. Dasti? 


20 

A Which date do you say? 


21 

0 The same time period, between 2000 hours on 

1 

22 

January 21th to 2000 hours on January 21st. 


20 

A Yes. 


24 

0 This was a call between Mr. Carlino and 


2ft 

Mr. Dasti; is that right? 

1 

1 


r 
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Yes. 


O This was a call that Mr. Carlino placed from 

the Victoria Sporting Club; is that correct? 

A Correct. 

q To Mr. Dasti? 

A Correct. 

q Is that correct? 

A Right, sir. 

Q Again this la not » conversation where you have; 

the tape available, but you did listen to it and you did mate 
a summary of this conversation; is that right? 

A Yes. 

0 Tell us as best as you can recall what 

Mr. Carlino said to Mr. Dasti and what Mr. Dasti said to 

Mr. Carlino during * his conversation. 

A Mr. Carlino said that he received a phone call 

from Mr. Cotroni and Mr. Cotroni told him that Mr. Dastr 

should give the money to Guido orsini. 

0 Now, again during that same time period, that 

would be between 2000 hours on the 20th and 2000 hours on 
the 21st, which would be 8=00 P.M. on the 20th and 8=00 P.M. 
on the 21st, did you intercept a phone conversation between 
Mr. Guido orsini and Mr. Prank cotroni? 

A Yes, we did. 
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q was this a long-distance call? 

___ distance call to Acapulco, which 

A It was a long-distance cai 

phone number was 21166. 

o That is a call that Mr. Orsini was placing to 

- from his home in Montreal to Mr. Cotroni rn Acapulco? 

I 

A Yes. 

0 This is not a conversation that you have 

available tor Court, hut it is one that you listened to and 
made a log of; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

n Tell us as best as you can recall, "hat 

„r. orsini said to Mr. Cotroni and what Mr. Cotroni said to 
Mr. Orsini and if you feel it necessary to refer to the log. 

refer to the log. 

A „ r . cotroni said that Mr. Orsini - that he 

should arrive in Mexico next Friday and then Orsini sard 
thatthe plane leaves around 6:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. Cotron 
tell- him that he "ill go and meet him at Mexico City. Also 

cotroni says to Orsini he -ill contact Fran* Oasti and tell 

nrsini will bring him — the 
him to give him the money and Orsini w 

money of the New York transaction. 

Cotroni say. that he must have this money 

before Friday and Cotroni tell, him not to contact Pino - 


0 


Pino Catania? 




/ 
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2 j 

A 

Pino Catania and Cotroni tells Orsim you will 


call him tomorrow. Thursday, 11:00 P.M. and noon - and 

4 

midnight. 


, r > 

O 

During this conversation, did Orsim say that 

6 . 

ho will bring 

the money from the New York transaction to 

7 ! 

Mr. Cotroni in Acapulco? 

H 1 

A 

No sir, he just tells him he was bnnoina him 

» 

the money to 

Acapulco — to Frank Cotroni. 

10 

0 

Now, during that same time period, that is 

11 

between R:00 

P.M. on the 20th and 8:00 P.M. on the 21st. did 

12 

you intercept and record a conversation between Mr. Frank 

i:» 

Dasti and Mr 

. Orsini? 

ii 

A 

Yes, we did. 

ir> 


Mr. Dasti was calling from his residence and 

10 

he made a phone call to the Pizzeria Dante on St. Lawrence 

17 

Street in Montreal. 

in 

n 

This again is not a conversation that you have 

10 

a tape recordina for in Court; is that correct? 

>0 

A 

Correct. 

21 

r, 

Or available for us in Court here today? 


A 

Correct. 

22 

o 

But it is a conversation that was recorded 


*nd you listoned to it at the time, right. 


A Right, sir. 



A 2065 

Couture-redirect 


982 


0 Tell us as best as you can recall what Dasti 

says to Mr. Orsini and what Mr. Orsini says to Mr. Dasti 

. 

dunnq this conversation. 

A Dasti asked Orsini what time he was leavincr 

and Orsini answered him that he was leavinq bv CPA — 

Canadian Pacific Airlines - at 5=30 P.M. on the 22nd of 

January 1971. I 

Dasti says to Orsini that he will give him 

$14,000 to qive back to Frank Cotroni and Dasti also 

mentioned that that money is in small bills and Orsini and ! 

Dasti will meet — Orsini and Dasti will meet at the corner 

of Peel and St. Catherine on the 22nd of January, 1971, 

that day, in front of the drugstore. 

0 Again, during the same time oeriod from 

8:00 P.M. on the 21st until 8:00 P.M. on the 22nd, did you 
intercept a telephone call or a telephone conversation 
between Mr. Frank Cotroni and Mr. Guido orsini? 

A Yes, sir. 

o And was that a telephone call placed by 

Mr. Cotroni to Mr. Or.ini at Mr. Orsini’s residence? 

A Yes, it was a long-distance ca 1 1 from 

Acapulco. 

o This again is not a conversation that you have 


a tape recording available for? 
A Correct, sir. 


983 


A 2066 

Couture-redirect 

0 But it is one that you listened to and made 

notes on or a summary of; is that correct? 

A Correct, sir. 

0 Tell us as best as you can recall, what 

Mr. Cotroni said to Mr. Orsini and what Mr. Orsini said to 

Mr. Cotroni during this conversation. 

A Orsini tells Cotroni that he will be leaving 

for Acapulco around 5:00 P.M. on the 22nd of January, 1971, 

and will be arriving Mexico at 9:15 P.M. 

Orsini tells Cotroni that you'll have to 
recover the money tomorrow morning around 10:00 a.m. Orsini 
asked Cotroni what he would say if he was to be searched by | 

the Customs in Durral Airport. 

Cotroni answers they will ask him absolutely 

nothing. 

Orsini tells Cotroni that he will be in 
Acapulco until Monday and Cotroni answers that it is 
possible that he may call him back tomorrow around 2:00 P.M. 

at Co^colo. 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, at this point I'd ask 
Mr. Couture to step down. I would like to call 
another witness. If there is any cross-examination, 

I guess that could take place before. 

THE COURT: I did not hear that? 
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•; 

ME. PUCCIO: I suppose if there is any cross- 


3 i 

exanination it could take place before the next 


4 ! 

. 

witness. 


r 

.) 

THE COURT: I assume there is cross-examinatiort 


rt ! 

MR. IANNUZZI: If this is a short witness and 


7 J 

we will have Mr. Couture again, perhaps I can hold 


8 

my cross-examination and have it at one time. 


!) 

MR. PUCCIO: It doesn't matter to me. 


10 

THE COURT: You s*id as a short witness? 


11 

MR. PUCCIO: There are two witnesses, actually.! 


12 

THE COURT: All right, you have no objection 


1.3 | 

to that? 


11 

MR. IANNUZZI: No. 


i r» 

THE COURT: Nor you, Mr. Klar? 


Ml 

MR. KLAR: No. 


17 

THE COURT: You may step down. 


18 

MR. IANNUZZI: Since we are going to have 


1!) 

Mr. Couture again anyway, your Honor. 


20 

MR. PUCCIO: Mr. Kevin Gallagher. 


21 

KEVIN GALLAGHER, having been first duly 



sworn by the Clerk of the Court, testified as 


23 

follows: 


24 

THE CLERK: State your full name, nlease. 


2. r i 

THE WITNESS: Kevin Gallagher, G-a-l-l-a-g-h-e- 

. 

■jr. 


fit, * 

1 •• 



* * 
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Gallagher-direct 

15 

1 

*> j 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

1 

1 

I 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 


1 

t 

O 

Mr. Gallagher, by whom are you emoloved? 



*\ 

A 

United States Department of Justice, Drug 

1 



<> i 

Enforcement 

Administration. 



7 1 

0 

How long have you been so employed by the nrun 



8 I 

Enforcement 

Administration or any of its predecessor 



9 I 

aqenci.es ? 




10 

A 

Nine and a half years. 


n i 

0 

Where is your present office or assignment? 


12 1 

A 

Paris, France. 



0 

Prior to your assignment in Paris, France. 


11 

Mr. Gallaqher, you were assigned — were you not - to the 


ir» 

Druq Enforcement Administration office in Montreal 


Ml 

A 

Correct. 


17 

0 

What was your position? 


18 

A 

Agent in charge of the office. 


10 

0 

During what period of time were you agent in 


■jo 

charge of 

the Montreal office of DEA or predecessor agencies 



21 

A 

September 1970 to September of 1972. 


22 

0 

Now, I would like to direct your attention to 


20 

|l the morninq of January 22nd, 1971. 


21 


On that morning, Mr. Gallagher, did you have 


2f 

> i 

occasion 

to participate in a surveillance in Montreal? 


o 


) 


986 
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1 i 


Gallagher-direct 


•) 

A 

Yes, I did. 


:l J 

Q 

Where did you begin? 


1 1 

A 

The actual surveillance commenced in the 


5 II 

vicinity of 

Peel and St. Catherine Streets in Montreal. 


(> 

Q 

is there anything located there in Montreal: 


7 | 

A 

Yes, there is a Burke drugstore on one corner. 


H 

Q 

Were you joined in this surveillance bv any 



other United States aqents or any members of the Royal 


in ' 

Canadian Mounted Police? 


\ 

A 

Yes, by both. 


12 i 

0 

Tell us who was with you. 


13 

A 

Sergeant Sauve and Constable Bieres of the Hoya 

1 

14 

Mounted Police, Special Agent Swanson of the then Bureau of 


1. r > 

Narcotics 

and Dangerous Drugs, and United States Customs 


If) 

Agent Tom 

Fitzpatrick. 


17 


Approximately when did you and the others 


IH 

arrive in 

the vicinity of Burke's Drugstore that momma: 

1 

m 

A 

Approximately 9:45. 


•2<> 

Q 

Did there come a time when you entered Bum.e s 


•21 

Drugstore 

7 



A 

Yes, at approximately 9:55. 


2.1 

| 0 

And when you entered Burke's Drugstore, dm 


24 

you have 

anything with you in your hand? 


2.') 

* 

Yes, I had an attache case which contained a 



K 



987 


A 2070 

Gallagher-direct 1? 

. . t-»ke pictures utilizing the attache 
camera where you could take pic 

case without having to open it. 

There wee e device or button on the attache 

, ♦-<-> fake pictures without disclosing 

case which permitted you to take picture 

the camera; is that right? 

A correct. It wae located in the handle. 

q The button? 

A Correct, it was like a trigger. 

„ The trigger was located in the handle of the 

attache case? 

| 

A Correct. 

q Tell us as best as you can recall, Mr. Gallaghejr, 

what YOU heard and what you observed on that morning. 

A At approximately 9:45 I observed Frank Dastl. j 

who was lust exiting a newspaper store located on Peel 
street on the opposite side of St. Catherine Street from 
Burke' s Drugstore where his car was parked. He crossed 
r,. Catherine and entered the Burke Drugstore by the Peel 

Street entrance. 

0 Where were you when you made these observations? 

A Standing on St. Catherine. 

q Continue. 

A I entered the restaurant - Burke's Drugstore 

has a restaurant - through the other door located on 


l 







J 


s 


' \ 


V 




.1 
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1 !> 

Gallacrher-direct 

2 

St. Catherine. I observed Mr. Dasti having a cup of coffee 

:i 1 

towards the rear of the drugstore where the restaurant was 

■« 1 

located. 

r» | 

At approximately 10:00 P.M. I observed Guido 

t; 1 

Orsini and another male enter the premises. They spoke tor 

i 

a few minutes and Frank Dasti left the drugstore. 

h i 


<> 

(Continued next page) 
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Gallagher-direct 
o VJho had the conversation? 

A Frank Dasti and Guido Orsini. The other 

individual did not take part in the conversation. 

Mr. Dasti left the drugstore and returned ten 
or fifteen minutes later carrying a brown paper wrapped 
obi ret, which could have been a bag or an object wrapped m 
brown paper. he gave it to Orsini and when he did he saiu, 

"I had to get it from the box" and Orsini said, "No problem. 

I an going to leave for Mexico this afternoon. 

Following this, there was another short 
conversation and a woman at the counter said mentioned s '•» 
was going to New York and Dasti mentioned that he planned 
going there shortly himself. 

Right after that, all three parties left by 

■the Reel Street entrance. 

n And you made no further observations of 

•»r. Orsini or Dasti on that day? 

\ mo, I did not. 

O .'hile the conversation and meeting were takin< 

• loco 1 <>twcen M r. Orsini and Mr. Dasti, did you activate esc 
amera in the attache case? 

A Yes, I did, several times. 

O You took pictures? 

A Yes, I did. 





/ 
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Gallagher-direct 

MR. PUCCIO: May I have these marked, please* 
THE COURT: They nay be marked. 

Mark them all with the same number. 

MR. PUCCIO: They're eight photos. 

THE COURT: If they are specifically re-er.ei 
to, mark those specifically referred to. 

THE CLERK: Eight photographs narked Govern¬ 
ment's Exhibit 44 for identification. 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 

q Mr. Gallagher, I show you eight photographs 

marked as Government's Exhibit 44 for identification. 

Will you look at them, please? 

(Exhibit handed to witness.) 

> 

A Yes, sir. 


photographs? 


Now, you recognize the scenes depicted in f'ose 


Yes, it is Burke's Drugstore. 

Do you recognize the people in these photOGrnpl -• 

Yes, I do. 

V7ho are the people? 

Guido Orsini, Frank Dasti — 

THE COURT: We will now have to mark 

Are these the photographs that you took during 


your surveillance that morning? 


Z 


I 



/ 
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1 1 

Gallagher-direct 


- 2 

A ’’hat's correct. j 


•» ' 

° And they were taken with -his camera that v C u 


•1 j 

'ndicated was concealed in the attache case? 


• r > 

A Correct. 


(i 1 

0 Ho these photos fairly and accurately depict 


7 ! 

what v as happening in that drugstore on that morning? 


k H 

A Yes, they do. 


9 

MR. PtJCCIO: I offer those photo raphs into 


10 

evidence, your Honor. 


'1 '1 

THE CLERK: Eight photographs marked 44A. 


12 j 

through 44H, inclusive, for identification. 


III 

THE COURT: Show them to counsel. 


14 

(Shown to counsel.) 


If. 

THE COURT: I expect to go a little later 



today -- a little later than usual. Tomorrow I './ill 


17 ! 

make it up to you and suspend approximately at 4:3C. 


1H 

Would it be a hardship if I asked you to come 


19 

in earlier tomorrow, like at 9:30 — I near., start 


20 

the trial at 9:30? Do you think you all can make it? 


i 21 

All right, let it be marked. 


22 

THE CLERK: Government’s Exhibits 44A through 


2.1 

44H, previously marked for identification, now marked 


.M 

in evidence. 


>r» 

(So marked.) 





\ 
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Gallagher-direct 


BY MR. PUCCIO: 


0 Mr. Gallagher, let me show vou the photographs, 

44A through H, and will you go through them please and re-or 
to the exhibit number identifying the parties in each 
photograph and give us a description of what was -- of what 
has taken place in each photograph? 

A 44B — Exhibit 44B depicts Frank Dasti — 

0 Maybe you could put them in the order in which 

vou took them. It might be easier that way. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Do these pictures not speak for 
themselves, now that they are in evidence? 

THE COURT: Well, pictures can be describee’.. 

A Exhibit 44H shows Guido Orsini, Frank Dast: 

and the other gentleman who had entered with Orsini. I 
believe when I took this it was just prior to Mr. Dasti 
exiting Burke's Drugstore, right after the arrival of Ors.r.i 
and the other gentleman. 


MR. PUCCIO: May I circulate this one, vour 


Honor? 


O Next? 

A 44B was taken just as Dasti returned to Burke's 

Drugstore carrying the paper bag, which I referred to earlier. 
0 The next photograph, please? 


r Y 
/ 


44C shows Dasti, Orsini and what appears to be 





A 2076 

Gallagher-direct 


\ 


sonc sort of handyman or postman possibly that had ust 
entered. 

44D is the exact sane photo, except I neved 
the attache case and in this instance it caught the package 
between Dasti and Orsini with Dasti's hand still or. it. 

44F depicts Orsini in the back of Dasti and the 

package laying on the counter between Dasti and Orsini. 

44E depicts the package with a hand on it, 

still on the counter, with a side view of Orsini. 

Photograph 44G shows Orsini and the -ale who 

had entered with him. Orsini accepting the package. 

Exhibit 44A is just a photo of the male that 

had entered with Orsini. 

UR. PUCCIO: Could you read that back, please? 

(Answer read.) 

MR. PUCCIO: No further questions for 

Mr. Gallagher. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you. 


U-lc 
iriR 1 

I 1 own ’■> 


(continued on next page) 


/ 





A 2077 

Gallagher - cross 


1 ! 



CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. IANNUZZI: 


i 

q Mr. Gallagher, did you file a report with 


r» || 

vour agency concerning the surveillance. 


6 

A Yes, sir, I did. 


„ i 

* !| 

0 Do you have a copy of that report? 


i 

A I believe MR. Puccio does. 


;i ;i 

MR. PUCCIO: I have it. 


™S 

THE COURT: Will you mark it, olease. 


11 

THE CLERK: One-page document marked Government 


1- 1 

Exhibit 3500-9 for Identification. 


13 j 

1 

(So marked. ) 


14 ! 

BY MR. IANNUZZI: 


'• r > 'J 

0 Now, Mr. Gallagher, did not your surveillance 


Hi 

actually Initiate at Dastl’s residence and you followed to 


17 

the drug store? 


IN 

A No, sir, as I recall, there was surveillance 


lit 

that morning at Prank Dasti's residence but to the best of 


JO 

my recollection that was conducted by the ROMP Surveillance 

j 

>1 

Squad. 


22 

I personally became Involved in be surveillance 


2;i 

I had (.one to Agent Sauve’a office, met with the other agents 


21 

involved and walked to Berke's DRug store. 

1 

2fi 

0 Was that aa a result of — at least In the 



* 




A 207b 
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surveillance subsequent to listening to various tape recordings? 

A Yes, sir. 

I don't believe In that case I had listened 
to any tapes so Sgt. Sauve told me there would be a meeting I 
at the drug store. 

q In any event you were aware ol' and knew the 

contents of various tape recordings prior to making the sur¬ 
veillance? 

A Yes , sir, I was. 

0 Very well. Of course, you did not see 

Mr. Cotronl at any time at any of these meetings? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

Q And did you previously make a surveillance 

in this case? 

A hxcuse me, I didn't hear the end of your 

question. 

q Had you previously made a surveillance o’* 

a week or ten days before the 22nd? 

A Yes , sir. 

That was at the Peseatore's Restaurant? 

That's correct, on Stanley Street. 

At that time, did you see Mr. Dasti and 
M r . Cotronl and Mr. Catania having a drink or dining or 



something? 







1 i 


A 2079 

Gallagher - cross 996 

, 1 

A 

Yes, sir, I did. 


:« 

Q 

And where was it that they were located in 


i 

that place when you saw them? 


r» I 

A 

Thev were on the second storv of the residence.; 


•> 

Q 

In other words, it was up? 


7 ! 

A 

That’s correct. 


M ! 

Q 

Is that where the bar was? 


y 

A 

Yes, sir, I believe there was a bar, if I 


in ! 

recall there 

was a bar on the left as you go in. I am net 


11 

positive now 

1 


12 

S' 

Was the place almost completely full at that 


i:i 

time? 



1 t 

A 

No, sir, it was not. As I recall there might 


15 

have been several other people scattered around the room. 


l<> 

0 

The place was empty? 


17 

A 

I certainly wouldn't call it full. 


IH 

Q 

Would you call it almost full or would you 


lit 

call it almost empty? 


20 

A 

I would put it closer to emnty, yes, 3lr. 


21 

i Q 

And after having made those observations a •'eek 



or ten dav3 

before, did you contact your office in New v or* 


2.1 

relative to 

the fact that Mr. Dastl was going to go to 


21 

New York? 



25 

A 

1 

Yes, sir, I did. 

I 




fi 2080 

Gallagher - cross Qq 7 

q And did you advise them to out a 24-hour 

surveillance on him? 

A Yes, sir, I did that axso. 

0 Did you in any fashion advise tnem that 

Mr. Catania was going to New York? 

A No, I don't recall that I did. 

O Did you advise the office in New York on 

what Diane Mr. Catania was leaving. 

A Not that I can recall. No, sir. 

Q Did you advise New York to out any kind of 

surveillance on Mr. Catania? 

A Not that I recall. As I recall I told them to 

concentrate on Mr. Da3ti. 

Q In other words, Dastl.as opposed to Catania, 

was the important one you wanted them to concentrate on? 

A That's correct. 


IM 

0 

As a matter of 

fact, not only was he the 

l‘t 

important one 

but you didn't 

even mention Catania? 

■'ll ,1 

A 

I am sure I must have mentioned his presence 

2\ ■ 

In Canada. 




o 

As far as his 

surveillance or presence in 

•j.i j 

New York? 



M 1 

A 

Not that I can recall, nos, sir. 

• •• * i 


MR. TANNUZZI: 

I have no further questions. 



1 


A 2081 , q8 

Gallagher - cross 

- i 


THE COURT: Mr. Klar. 

• 

\ ! 


MR. KLAR: Just a couple of questions, your 


4 

Honor 

• 

.> 

CROSS -EX a;- 1 IN 

ATI ON ! 

r> i 

BY MR. KiAR: 



7 

o 

Mr. Gallagher, do you recall what time you 


M 

arrived at the Pescatore Restaurant at the nrior surveillance? 


9 

A 

Annroximately 7:00 or 7:15. 


i° 1 

0 

Did you arrive alone or with someone else. 


.. l 

A 

Mo, sir, I was in the company of Constaoie 


12 .1 

Sauve , Spct. 

Sauve, and Constable Bieres of the RCMP. 


i.i 

0 

Did you enter the restaurant immediately. 


11 

A 

Within five minutes or so of arrival, ves, sir.. 


i;> 

Q 

Did you observe Mr. Dasti enter the Pescatore 


"■> : 

Restaurant? 



17 I 

A 

No, sir. 


IH 

Q 

Did you observe Mr. Cotroni enter the restaurani 


19 

A 

Mo, sir. 


JO 

Q 

Did you observe Mr. Catania enter the restauran 

ft? 

>1 

A 

No, sir. 


22 

0 

At some point you go into the restaurant? 


j:( 

A 

With Constable Sauve around 7:00 or 7:15. 



Q 

When you entered the restaurant did you say you 


•jr, 

thought there was a har on the left? 



II 









A 2082 9,9 

1 


Gallagher - cross/Kfcr 

2 i 

A 

A 3 I recall you went up the second story, to 


:t | 

the lest T can recall there was a bar on the left-hand side. 


1 1 

0 

Were you able to see Mr. Dasti, Mr. Cotroni, 


J 

Mr. Catania 

from the entrance level of the restaurant prior 



to walking up? 


i ! 

1 

A 

No, 3ir. 


Q 

When you went upstairs, did you know If these 


!l ' 

1ndlviduals 

were eating or drinking? 


III j 

A 

I believe they were drinking. I don't recall, j 


II 

T didn't stay that long, it was very quick. 


12 

r) 

Approximately how long did you stay? 


i:< 

A 

A minute, perhaps a little less. LOng enough 


11 

to look and 

leave. 



n 

Did you sit down at all? 


u; 

A 

Ho, sir, I did not. 


IT 

0 

Now, on the occasion of the 22nd of January, 


IH 

in 

the surveillance at the first pharmacy, did yon at anv time 
see the contents of the has that you referred to? 


Ml 

A 

Did I what? 


21 

I • 

0 

Did you at any time see the contents of this 


i i 

nackage? 



» • 

A 

Ho, sir, I did not. 


'1 

0 

It was never ooened in front of you. 



A 

1 

No, sir. 






■ 

A 2083 


1 1 
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) 

0 How far ware you from Mr. Dastl and Mr. Orslr.l 


a 

at tne time you were taking these various pictures! 


1 

A Well, the counter Is a type of hollow rectangu¬ 


.» 1 

lar where the center Is empty for the waitress to move around 


i) 

in. Thev were on one side and I was on the other side. j 


t * 

0 And there were several stools separating It? 


h j: 

A No, not really stools. It would be a hollow 


»! 

square. I was on one side and they were on tie other side of 


10 | 

the counter with the waitress lnbetween them. 


ii i 

THE COURT: The shape of a "0" or horseshoe? 


i_* 1 

THE WITNESS: Yea, sir. 


irt ! 

q You didn’t see where Mr. Dastl went? 1 


11 

A No, sir, I didn't follow him. 


l.i 

MR. KLAR: That'3 all. 


Mi ! 

MR. PUCCIO: I have several questions on re¬ 


17 

direct . 


l« 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


lit 

l\v «ir. PUCCIO: 

1 

'.‘II 

o you indicated on cross-examination that vou 


,!1 

also made an observation of Mr. Catania and Mr. Dastl ana 


22 

Mrs Cotront at the Pescatore Restaurant on January H; 13 


2:1 

that correct? 


1 1 

A That's correot, early In the evening. 



p And did you know, Mr. Gallagher, or were you 

II 



i 


1001 
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advised where Mr. Catania was traveling to after this 

meeting or on the subsequent day? 

A No, sir, I don't recall. I don't have any 

knowledge of where he was going afterwards. 

o Now, with resDect to Mr. Dasti, old you 

have anv knowledge as to where he was going after the 

meeting of the Pescatore? 

A Yes, sir, I did. I obtained Intern, at Ion tnat 

he was travelling to New York City. 

MR .PUCCIO: That's all I have. 

RECROSS-EX AMIMATION 

BY «. IANNUZZI: 

0 Mr. Gallagher, In reference to th> sur- 

veillance at the Pescatore Restaurant, is It not a fact that I 
you already indicated on a prior occasion that in fact there 
wa3 only one rroup there at the time, when you were maKlnp 

your observation. 

A Yes, sir, that’s correct. 

was that one *roup, Mr. C tronl and Mr. Dasti 

and Mr. Catania, or was it one eroup in add-ion? j 

A !Jo, no, (hat is the sroup I was referring to, 

when I say a eroup, I mean three or more people. I 

q SO, basically they were the only peoole there? ] 

■; A No, there were other people scattered around th^ 

l 


o 





V 
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room. When I said a group, I meant three or more people. 

c That was the only group and there were a lew 

* 

otner neoole In the place? 

A That's correct. 

Pasically, it vras emnty? 

A That's correct. 

0 All right. 

Mow, you indicate that you knew Mr Dasti was 

going to Mew York; is that correct. 

A That's correct. 

0 And that would be, I assume as a result of 

listening to various taoes or having read various logs or 
having them translated? 

A Yes, sir, I believe on fcat occasion I read 

a transcript. I don't recall whether I listened to a tape. 

Q And vou knew Mr. Dasti was going to New YorK? 

A That’s correct. 

q And was it the sub.lect of your interest Decause 

it was a possible transaction relative to narcotics? 

A Yes, sir, it was. 

o And was that a tran.artlon relative to narcotics 

i possibly in Mew York? 

A Yes, sir, it was. 

0 Was that a transaction of narcotics possibly 


l 








J 

x 


A 2087 

Gallaqher-recross 


10 0 3 


MY MR. IAKNUZZI: 


O Mow, by the wav, did you have any -- or, did 

'ou overhear any conversations of Mr. Cotroni concerning 

nnr<~oti cl? 

A No, sir, not that I can recall. 

n And this entire transaction to take place in 

On orK, according to your testimony, was between Mr. basti 
in< ! some Americans in New York? 

A That is correct. 

And although you did not listen to any tapes, 
you were aware of Mr. Cotroni before you observed him ir. 
that restaurant? 

A Yes, sir, I certainly was. 

O And you were aware of the fact that he was in 


New Mexico? 


A Yes, sir, I was. 

o Did you have any one ascertain where 

Mr. Cotroni was staying at the time 0 

A 1 believe I had been told by the RCMP where he 

was staying. I think it was the Holiday Inn, but I am not 


positive. 


So you basically knew he was staying at th.j 


Holiday Inn in Montreal? 


Yes. 



nt 
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o Tn connection with this transaction in Mew Yor> 

vov have anybody follow Catania to the airoort to find 
)Ut whct plane he got on? 

A No. 

o Did you determine that that was not siir.i.j.Cd^ 

in the context of your investigation? 

; Tn the contents of the investigation, the way 

it was rhaoing up then, I felt Dasti was the key to what we 
needed. 

n And Catania was not? 

A At that point, no. 

O And you acted thereupon? 

A Yes. 

o And this is in light of the fact that you had 

listened to many tapes from the middle of December up be 
including the date of this surveillance which was the Otn o 

Tanuary, about a month later? 

A Yes, sir, that is correct, 

o And in addition to not having Catania's 

transportation checked out, you didn't have Catania 
surveilled in Now York, either? 

A No, sir. 

And you did not check with Customs ■ tn 

and his whereabouts and where he was 


reference to Catania 




■> 
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A Yes. 

n were those recommendations contained in a 

renort you made? 

r now I recommended them telephonicaliy 
- r- vp.' c: having a lot of telephone contact at that 
)oip: , i ut I am not sure about renorts. 

r? I '' f NATION 

■?y m v\v' : : 

> When you indicated that Mr. Dasti was the k pv 

to • who’ > tiling, what did you mean? 

I meant to affect the seizure hero in Nov or 
' e felt by sticking as close to T ~asti a- c 
• war; ■ h» best chance we had to physically sei^e the 

merchandise. 

Will vou explain why that was your onir :o,t i 

that time? 


mr. 

IANNUZZI 

: I obiect. 

thi: 

'OURT; 

Sustained. 

M » . 

PUCCIO: 

That is all. 

TllF. 

COURT: 

Anything further? 





(continued on next page) 
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PR-RRCROSS I:XAKINATION 
P.Y MR. lANN'ZZT: 

0 Did y ou sa Y that you felt it vras of 

significance, or the utmost significance at the time vou :n«: 
the decision,to watch Mr. Dasti toward the end of seizin' 
narcotics? 

A That is correct. 

0 Would it also have been your opinion that t it 

would be as to a transaction that might go on, in other word 
not only narcotics, but perhaps money? 

A I am afraid I don't follow you. 

o You say in order to affect a seizure, now a 

seizure T assume is a seizure of narcotics? 

A Yes. 

It was your opinion to watch Dasti and that 

would he the best way to make a seizure of narcotics? 

A That is correct. 

o I would assume also that that would be toward 

the end of seizing any money that might change hands, 
concerning the narcotics transaction? 

A Possibly, if it was present at the same time 

that the narcotics was seized, certainly. 

q In all of this, no mention was made to your 

directors in New York whether an alleged transaction was to 
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-akr Place, to watch Mr. Catania? 


No, sir. 


MR. IANNUZZI: That is all. 


PL-RFCPOGS EXAMINATION 
HY MR. KLAR: 

O Mr. Gallagher, you indicated t.iat o . o^j-owir , 

Mr. nasti you would be able to make a seizure in h ' YorK * 

Is that what you said? 

A That is correct. 

o It was your feelinq then that Mr. f'asti did nCt 

ha^e anv narcotics on him at the time? 

A That is correct. 

o At this meeting of Januarv 22nd. 

A That is correct. 

O If you thought that he did have narcotics on 

t.rn at that time, you would have made an arrest; isn't tnat 


correct? 


In Canada? 
In Canada. 


T would have suggested that to the koyal 

Canadian Mounted Police, to make an arrest. 

0 And the Royal Canadian Mounted Police was with 


at the tirrel 


A 


Yes. 
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0 Tf the Royal Canadian Mounted Police fr’t as 

you did that Mr. Dasti was in possession of narcotics in 
i Canada, they would have made an arrest, wouldn't they? 

MR. PUCCIO: I object. 

THF COURT: Sustained. 

1 MR. KLAR: I have nothing further. 

MR. PUCCIO: That is all of this witness, yc •! 

0 Honor. 

1(1 THE COURT: Sfou may step down, Mr. Gallagher, 

l! PAUL S A U V F. , called as a witness, having first 1 e (> r 

12 j dulv sworn by the Clerk of the Court, took the witness 

13 stand and testified as follows: 

It j DIRECT EXAMINATION 

15 PV MR. PUCCIO: 


o 


17 

IS j 

19 j 

20 ! 
•21 j 

i 

— I 
2; i | 

24 


25 1 


Mr. Sauve, by whom are you employed? 

I am employed by the Royal Canadian Mounted 


Police. 


o And for how long have you been so employed? 

A For twenty-one and a half years. 

0 Do you have any specific assignment within the 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police? 

Are you assigned to any particular squad? 

A J am in charge of the international heroin grcu;>i. 

o And for how long a period of time have you been 


s 



\ 


c 
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in c!;.i rqo of the international heroin grouo? 

A Since 1968. 

o Now, I would like to direct your attention tc 

January 22, 1971. 

on that date, did you conduct a surveillance 
v/ith r-lr. Gallagher of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs and members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police? 

A Yes, sir, I did, with Agent Gallagher and 

Corporal Deers of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

n Anproximately what time of day did you begin 

vour surveillance? 

j\ lie left our office at approximately 9:30 that 


. iot ..m* i. 


o Vdiere did you go? 

A VJe oroceeded to the Berke's Pharmacy, t the: 

intersection of Peel and St. Catherine Street. 

0 Tell us what took place after you arrived at 

ul.e vicinity of Berke's Drugstore? 

A When I arrived there, Mr. Dasti a car was 

narked on Peel Street facing south, right in iront of th. 

intornational newsstand. 

I took a position in the United Cigar store 

located directly across from the Berke's Pharmacy and I saw 
Mr. Dasti come out of the drugstore at approximately 


• i 
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five after ton .in the morning and walk to a bank which is 
located on the west side of the Berke's Pharmacy. 

0 Do you know the name of the bank? 

A The Bank of Nova Scotia. 

0 Continue, please. 

A When Mr. Dasti left the Berke's Pharmacy, he 

was not carrying anything in his hand. 

He walked into the Bank of Nova Scotia at 
10:05 and he walked out of the bank at 10:15. 

He was carrying a parcel. I would describe it 
like being twelve by eight by four, wrapped in brown paper. 

0 What did he do after he left the bank with 

the parcel? 

A lie walked back into the Berke’s Pharmacy. 

0 Did there come a time when you saw !lr. Dasti 

leave Berke's Drugstore? 

A Yes, I saw him leave there with Mr. Orsini and 

Mr. Dipilla at approximately 10:25 through the side door of 
the Berke's Pharmacy, the door that is on Peel Street. 

n Was Mr. Dasti carrying anvthing at this time? 

A No, Mr. Orsini was carrying a parcel. 

n Let me show you some photographs marker 

Government's Exhibits 44A through 4411 — well, let me show 
you first Government's Exhibit 44B. 
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That is a photograph of Mr. Dasti , is it not? 

A Yes. 

0 You see Mr. Dasti in the courtroom todav, don't 

you? 

A of course I see him. 

q Would you indicate Mr. Dasti, please? 

A He is the third man from the left with the 

blue suit. 

THE COURT: Let the record show that the 
witness pointed out the defendant, Frank Dasti. 

I think we will suspend for lunch at this time 
The case will resume at two o'clock. 

(Luncheon recess taken.) 


(continued on next page) 
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H 

9 

it) - 

11 

12 ] 
i:» i 
t-i 
ir> 

i«; 

17 
in 

19 j| 

20 


2.'l I 


A F T E R N era N ' SESSION’ 

(The jury is in the jury bcx.) 
r U L S A U V E , called as a witness, having been 
previously duly sworn by the Clerk of the Court, 
resumed the witness stand and testified further a:, 
follows: 

MR. PUCCIO: May I proceed? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

P.Y MR. PUCCIO (continued) : 

o Mr. Sauvc, when we adjourned for lunch I 

believe you were examining certain photographs that were* 
received in evidence, Government's Exhibits 44A through li. 

Let me show you Government's Exhibit 44B. I 
think you indicated that is a photograph of Mr. Frank Dasti? 

A That is correct. 

o And do you recognize the package that he is 

carrying? 

A The same package he walked out of the bank with 

and walked into the pharmacy with, 
o On January 22nd? 

A Yes. 

n You indicated during your testimony that there 


was a third individual present with Mr. Orsini and Mr. Dasti 


at the drugstore on January 22nd? 


/ 


k. 

y \ 
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') ' 

A 

Yes, there was. 

3 

•'! , 

0 

Do vou know his name? 


4 

A 

Pasquale DePeiia. 


1 • • 1 

| 

O 

That is Exhibit 44A (indicating), is that 


6 ! 

correct? 

i 


t 

7 ! 

A 

Yes, that is him. 


K : 

1 

o 

That is a photograph of the third individual? 


!» | 

A 

Yes. 


i.. 

O 

r>asquale DePella? 


" i 

A 

Yes. 


12 


MR. PUCCIO: I have no other questions of 



r*r. Sauve. 


14 

• 

i 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi? 


ir» | 

CPP^f-EXAMINATION 


Hi 

!IY MR. 1ANNUZZI: 


17 

n 

Mr. Sauve, at the time that you made your 


IM 

o' nervation, 

of course, you did not observe Mr. Cotroni at 

I 

19 

or near that 

nlace? 

• 

i 


A 

T lo, 1 did not, sir. 


_'l 

0 

And did you, sir, make a previous surveillance 


> j 

in this case 

. ;>out a week or ten days before in a restaurant. 

i 

?.! 

A 

r was present, yes. 


M 

i ° 

Did you make an observation within the 



restaur*.it or not? 





1 
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■'/ ! 

A No. 

“I 

o Very well, sir. 


» 

MR. IANNUZZI: I have no further cuestions. 


r» 

THE COURT: Mr. Klar? 


«i 

MR. KLAR: I have no questions. 


_ i 

7 

THE COURT: Anything further, Mr. Puccio? 


rt ,| 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 


9 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


10 i 

P.Y MR. PUCCIO: 


11 

o The restaurant that you are referring to is 


12 

the Pescatore Restaurant? 


i:i 

A Yes. 


14 

Q Did you in fact go into a restaurant on 


ir> 

January 8th? 


10 

A I was outside the restaurant, I never went in. 


IT 

MR. PUCCIO: I have a few further auestions, 


1H 

your Honor. 

1» 

THE COURT: All right. 

20 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, 1 would like to 


21 

reserve those for a few minutes and recall Mr. Cout .rt 


•M . 

and examine Mr. Couture and then recall Mr. Sauve. 



MR. IANNUZZI: Inasmuch as he played all t!.e 

i 

24 

tapes, I assume when Mr. Couture takes the stand "t, 


•;r. 

wo would have cross-examination? 



/ 




c 


i 
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> 

' 1*11 r: COURT: What is the purpose cf bringing 



t-his witness back again? 


i 

MR. PUCCIO: It’s on a different natter. 


* * 1 

THE COURT: Let's have it no*.:. 


6 ! j 

MR. PUCCIO: All right. 


7 ; 

JiY MR. PUCCIO; 


i 

' 

<• Now, I would like to direct your attention, 


9 1 

1 

Mr. Sauve, to October 6, 1970. 


I 

On October 6, 1970, did you have occasion to 


! 

• | 

conduct a surveillance in Montreal? 


12 ] 

A Yes, I did, sir. 


l:t ! 

MR. IANNUZZI: I believe this is outside the 


11 

scope of the indictment. 


IT. i 

TUN COURT: October 6th, 1970? 


| 

US 

MR. PUCCIO: I ask your Honor to take it 

1 

17 

subiect to connection. 


1H 

THE COURT: I must near it first, I don't know 


19 

whether it is outside or not. 



There are many theories upon which evidence can 

1 

> 21 

come in. It is on or about December 1, 1970. The 



indictment charges on or about December 1, 1970. 


:: t 

MR. PUCCIO: Approximately December 1, that is 


• i 

correct. 

1 » 


A 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

1 



mf 



I 


k 




1 
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t 2 

i 

BY MR. PUCCIO: 


;i j 

0 Nov;, with reference to this surveillance taat 


•i 

you conducted on October 6, 197 0, were you alone on t..e 


ft 

surveillance, accompanied by other law enforcement people, 


6 i 

whether they be with the United States Eureau o- Narcotics 


i 

or the RCMP? 


8 

A I was with Agent Gallagher, Constable Beers, 


•» i 

Constable LaGimodiere. 


10 j 

0 Anybody else, do you recall? 


11 j 

A We had the surveillance unit on duty. 


12 1 

1 

0 That would be the surveillance unit Oi the --.’P 

> 

13 i 

A Special surveillance unit. 


14 

q Approximately what time of day on October 6,1 ! 

D 

1ft 

did you begin your surveillance? 


16 

A Approximately 9:30 in the morning. 


17 

0 Would you tell us now the location that you 


18 

were 3 urveilling? 


10 

A That was Oscar's Motel and Restaurant, whicn is 


20 

located on Taschereau Boulevard, which is located in 


21 

Longueuil, Quebec. 

1 

22 

o Is that Oscar's Motel in the vicinity of the 

j 

23 

Victoria Sporting Club? 


24 

A Pretty close to the Victoria Sporting ( . uh. 


2ft 

across the street from there. 
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o And would you tell us, please, where you were 

in relation to the Oscar Motel? 

A i was in the immediate vicinity of the Oscar 

Motel. I was on foot at times and at times in the police cart, 
n Tell us, as best you can recall, what you 

observed from your vantage point, Mr. Sauve? 

A I saw Mr. Dasti walking into the Oscar 

Restaurant-Motel where he was joined by Mr. Anthony Vanacore.j 
Paul Oddo was inside the restaurant. And I dispatched j 

Mr. Gallagher and Mr. LaGimodiere to go into the restaurant 


12 j 

to see what was going on. 


And I seen during that time — while the 

14 . 

inerting was in progress - Corporal Beers and I decided to go 

15 1 

next door to a coffee shop to get a cup of coffee. 

It) I 

While sitting there, a fellow walked into the 

17 

restaurant and sat in the booth next to us and started 

j 

18 

talking to the waitress asking for directions as to how to 

* 

ia I 

get back to New York. 

•>li 1 

1 

MR. IANNUZZI: Objection, hearsay. 

• • i 

. j i 1 

o A fellow walked into the restaurant? 

1 1 

*i' > 

A Yes, and he was sitting in the booth next to us 

*r,\ 

in the restaurant approximately ten minutes, lie walked 

24 

and walked over to the motel where he joined the party. He 


walked inside the Oscar Motel-Restaurant. 

2:> 

| V 


il ~ — 





1019 


A 2103 

Sauve-redirec' 

Who did he join with? 

I didn't go inside the restaurant. 

What is the name of this other individual? 
I believe it is James Altamura. 

Would it be Vincent James Altamura? 


THE COURT: How do you spell the last name? 
THE WITNESS: A-l-t-a-m-u-r-a. 


13Y MR. PUCCIO: 


o Did you continue your surveillance at this 

point? 

A Shortly after, all came out of the restaurant, 

Mr. nasti left, and the other three, Oddo, Vanacore and 
Altamura, went to their car which was a Thunderbird, gray 
Thunderbird, with New York license 1034QG. 

o Did they leave at this point? 

A we rushed back to the car because I was or. K 

we rushed back to the car on the side street of the 


"of r*l. 


You saw Mr. Dasti go to his car and 


Mr . Altamura, Mr. Vanacore, and Mr. Oddo? 

A go to their car that was parked behind tne 

oscar Motel-Restaurant by the unit in the back. 

n By the — 


I 
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\ 

Sauve-redirect 


2 

\ Motel unit. 

f J 


MR. PUCCIO: I have no further questions. 


' 4 j 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi? 


5 

MR. IANNUZZI: I would move, if your Honor 


<i ji 

pleases, to strike that testimony as being totally 


* 7 1 

1 

* 

irrelevant. 


. h ; 

THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 


;i 

(The jury left the courtroom.) 


io : 

THE COURT: Is this offered to show the 


n 

relationship between Vanacore, Oddo, and Dasti? 


12 

MR. PUCCIO: Well — 


I 

It , 

THE COURT: That they knew each other? 

i 


1 1 

MR. r, UCCIO: I think that has been established, 


If> ; 

vour Honor. It is offered to show the relationship 


it; 

between -- show that Dasti, Oddo, Vanacore and 

1 

17 

Altamura all knew each other. 


1 M 

THE COURT: Who is Vincent Altamura? 


III 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I ask it be taken 


•>H 

subject to connection. I will make an offer of proof 


2\ 

or this point. We have this meeting on October 6,1970 


■ > i 

between the four individuals, Altamura, Oddo, 



Vanacore and Dasti. We have telephone conversations 


■i 

befween Vanacore, Oddo, and Dasti, a reference to 



another party who is unidentified in the conversation. 

1 



\ 


■) ) 


9 
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I don't have the transcript in front of me, but there 
are references. That the other partv is here — 

THE COURT: I remember that. 

MR. PUCCIO: Now, we have testimony which we 
plan to introduce through an individual named 
George Stewart. Mr. Stewart was in the narcotics 
business with Mr. Cordvano and Mr. Bynum. 

THE COURT: Of United States Bynum fame? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 

Mr. Stewart, in January, has a conversation 
with Mr. Cordvano and Mr. Altamura where 
Mr. Altamura indicates there will be some cocaine to 
be delivered and that the cocaine will be coming fro* 
people in Canada. 

On January 10 — this is a conversation, by 

« 

the way, that Mr. Stewart has with Mr. Altamura and 
Mr. Cordvano at Pagano's Restaurant, I believe, cn 
Lexington Avenue in New York City. 

THE COURT: Is that the connecting — 

MR. PUCCIO: No. On January 10, 1971, in th<- 
late afternoon, Mr. Stewart receives a call from 
Mr. Cordvano indicating that he should go to Bynum's 
residence in Brooklyn and bring a machine with him 
which is used to seal narcotics. 


y 
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10 

This is, by the way, January iOLh, tuo c»^Lc of 

11 

! :» 1 

the delivery of nine kilos of cocaine in this case. 


i 

Hr. Stewart goes to Mr. Bynum's residence and 


. i 

receives a call later on on the 10th, late in the 


<5 , 

evening on the 10th, telling him to' be at Mr. Bynun's 


7 

residence. This is from Mr. Cordvano. Turing the 


1 8 -1 

early morning hours of the 11th, one o'clock in the 


1 9 

morning, Mr. Cordvano arrived at Mr. Bynum's residence 


10 

with five kilograms of cocaine and he indicates to 


ii ' 

Mr. Bynum and Mr. Stewart that Altamura had just 


12 

received nine kilos and these are five of the nine 


i:i 

kilos. 


it 

Mr. Stewart indicates — observes the kilos and 

| 


15 i 

indicates that the kilos are brownish in color and 

1 

! 

id j 

sticky. 


IT 

I believe half a kilo was taken from the five 


IH 

and cut into one kilogram and Mr. Stewart and 


in 

Mr. Cordvano left the half-kilo,which was converted 


20 

into one, with Mr. Bynam and some other people and 


i ‘1 . 

they took the other four and a half kilos to a 

j 

>• > 

location Mr. Stewart had. 



I would point out Mr. Stewart has previously 


■24 

been arrested and was working as a confidential 


j. • 

informant for the Bureau of Narcotics and he extractec 

1 

J 
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*; ; 

a sample of this cocaine and gave it to Agent Moser, 


> 

who gave it to a chemist who analyzed it. 


4 ; 

We would ask to introduce Mr. Stewart's 


5 j 

testimony, Mr. Moser’s testimony, and the chemist 


() 

testimony. 


7 

Later, Mr. Stewart extracts another sample, 


8 1 

gives it to Mr. Moser and he gives it to the chemist 


9 ' 

who analyzes it. 


10 

An important link is that on January 14, - 


n 

should say a conversation is intercepted between the 


12 

13th and 14th, this has already been testified to. 


i:» 

and this is on Vegas Three between 8:00 on the 1-ith 


ii 1 

and 8:00 on the 14th, Dasti is speaking to his wife 


T» j 

and says he received a call from the Americans and 


Hi , 

they will be coming by plane. And Mr. Dasti expect. 


17 

another phone call about bringing the money. Mr. !v-ti 

i 

IS 

says Cotroni is waiting for the money. Vo said the 


19 

American did not show up and will come tomorrow. 


20 

have records from the hotel showing on January 14,: 1 

, 

21 

Mr. Altamura checked in to the hotel. 


22 

THE COURT: The purpose is to show Oddo an<_ 


22 

_ 

Vanacore and Dasti knew Altamura. 

j 

24 

MR. PUCCIO: That is to show the four o' the. 


2f> 

knew each other. 

i 


(. 
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1 ?. 2 

THE COURT: Of course it's admissible. If 

jm 



~>m R1 

1 •/ 

somebody saw Mr. Altamura in a playpen with the th^e-.e 


1 1 

others, it would be admissible. 


r. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest Mr. Altanura is 


« |j 

not m the case? 


» 7 

MR. PUCCIO: He is named in the bill c: 


1 * ' 

particulars. 


MR. IANNUZZI: Again, I am objecting and saying| 

in I 

the bill of particulars cannot supply co-conspirators. 

11 ! 

THE COURT: I understand the argument. Even if 


12 

he wasn't named, the fact they knew each other is 


n j 

within the issues of this case in the light of the 


11 i 

connecting proof that Mr. Puccio represents will be 


15 

offered. 


It', 



17 



IK 

(continued on next page) 
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(The following took place outside the presence 

of the jury.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest on October 6th, 
there is no possibility of the conspiracy heir, 
existence because it didn't cone allegedly into 
existence until the 18th of December 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi, I say there are ...or'- 
than one reasons for permitting testimony to core r . 
even before the time a conspiracy started. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: I am not sure on or about 
December 1 does not include October. But even if it 
doesn't, a relationship existed before the conspiracy 
started indicates the possibility or probability tfnt 
they were in the business, knew each other, and if 

I 

admissible. Preparations to go into the conspiracy 
are admissible. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I understand. But the difficulty 
with it' is I do not represent Mr. Dasti and we don't 
have Mr. Cotroni in this entire picture and it is 
very prejudicial that Mr. Dasti did know these people I 
and as you say made preparations for a conspiracy with 
them. A conspiracy that has nothing to do with us. 

The Government can prove that 


THE COURT: 
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Altamura knew these people and he was one of tne people 

to whom it v/as being sold. 

MR. IANNUZZI: We don't have any proof 
THF. COURT: Seat the jury, Mr. Adler. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I object to it then? 

THE COURT: You made your objection very c^ear. 
My ruling is very clear and it is very clear you have 

an exception. 

MR. IANNUZZI: All right. 

THE COURT: Seat the jury. 

(The jury is in the jury box.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I proceed? 

THE COURT: That last question was never 
answered. Don't you have the question? 

('•Thereupon, the last several questions and 
answers were read by the reporter.) 

THE COURT: Oh, I thought you were still 

questioning. 

MR. PUCCIO: I had finished. 

MR. IANNUZZI: It was at that point I made 

an objection. 


(continued on next page) 
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2 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 


:< ■ 

PY MR. IANNUZZI: 


i 1 

0 Mr. Sauve, I think you indicated that during 


5 :1 

i 

the period of time there were various tape recordings Icir 


6 

made of teleohone conversations and you kept yourself current, 


i 

with the contents of those conversations, is that correct- 


H j| 

A Yes. 


9 ' 

Q As a matter of fact, you are aware, I would 


10 ! 

assume, of the contents of the conversations in each 


■ 

u !i 

transcript relative to this case? 


12 

A Yes, I am. 


1:1 j 

n In conjunction with vour duties, is it your 


14 

obligation that the time that you discover contraband, to v:j 


15 

narcotics, to, if you can, affect an arrest, is that not 


16 

correct? 


.7 

A That is correct. 


1H 

p You are aware of the fact that on January 1,1“/. 


19 

a conversation was allegedly overheard between Mr. oddo and. 


20 

Mr. Vanacore and Mr. Dasti in which Mr. Dasti urgec. tho 


21 

people to come to Montreal to be shown certain suits, you 

I! 


22 

are aware of that? 


2.4 

A Yes, I am aware. 


24 

0 In the context of the investigation, c:.' 


25 

suits to you represent narcotics ( 

i 

i 



I 


( 

\ 





• \ 
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1 

2 i 

A 

Yes, they do. 

) 


•> . 

c 

When Mr. Dasti was extending an invitation to 



■' ! 

. 

cone to Montreal on the 5th of January, in order to see 



.i i 

these suits. 

i 

or in your mind the narcotics, was that in your 




mind the fact 

that those narcotics were there in Montreal? 



7 i 

A 

No. 



H ! 

O 

You didn't think that? 



(i 1 

A 

No. 



10 

0 

Did you undertake an investigation concerning 


11 ! 

the same? 



12 

A 

Concerning the -- 


in j 

O 

The narcotics in Montreal or the possibility 


11 

of narcotics 

being in Montreal? 


ir, 

A 

Did I? 


ir> j 

n 

Yes, you, sir. 


17 ! 

A 

Of course I was working on them all the time. 


tH 

0 

Did you thereafter keep a surveillance of 


iy 

, r lr. Dasti to 

ascertain the fact they were narcotics? 


20 

A 

Yes. 


21 

° 

Did you at any time affect an arrest concerning 



Mr. Dasti and Mr. Catania in Montreal? 

• 


2:1 

A 

NO. 


21 

o 

Did you conduct a surveillance of Mr. Catania 


2f» 

when lie left 

1 

Montreal? 




s 
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1 1 


Sauve-recross/Iannuzzi 

•> 

A 

MO. 

:i ’ 

0 

Did you conduct a surveillance ot Mr. Cat am ■ 

t 

when he left 

Montreal to ascertain what flight he left on? 

ft 

A 

Mo, I did not. 

<; r 

o 

You did, of course, conduct a surveillance •* 

i 

one point when Mr. Catania was in Montreal, is that corre-t ) 

8 

A 

Yes, I did. 

!) 

O 

However, nothing was done to follow up that 

10 

uirvei llance 

c r him? 

11 i 

i A 

Mo, sir. 

12 

o 

By the way, you indicated somethin’ about, a 

i:» j 

surveillance 

that had been made in October of 1970, i. that 

n 

correct? 


15 

l\ 

Yes, October 6th. 

Hi 

o 

October 6th, 1970? 

17 


Yes. 

18 

0 

At the Oscar Hotel? 

10 | 

1 

Motel, yes. 

20 

O 

At that time, sir, did you see Mr. Frank 

2i ; 

Cotroni in. 

or near, or in the vicinity of Oscar’s ‘otel? 


A 

No, I did not. 




2.*i 


Did you see him in the vicinity of the other 

24 

restaurant in which you were located? 1 


A 

, 

(Mo response.) 


| ■ 

1 

* 


' \ 
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You said y° u and Corporal Beers went into a 


different restaurant or luncheonette? 

A I did not see Mr. Cotroni 


At no time? 


At no time, 


n You did not see him at any time at or around 

that period of time during that surveillance with Mr. Vanacore, 


did you? 


o f them? 


Or with fir. Oddo? 


Or with Mr. Altamura? 


Or overhear any conversations between the three 


MR. IANNU7ZI: I have no furtheu' questions. 
THE COURT: Mr. IClar? 

t 

MR. KLAR: Yes, sir. *' 


(continued on next page) 
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l 


Sauve-recross/Klar 

1 

2 

nre boss examin, 

: 710:1 


p,Y MR. KLAR: 


, 

\ 

Q 

Hid you write a report about ^urveilla.. 

r» i 

on October 6 th 

i? 

6 

A 

Mr. Beers was writing the reports. 

7 | 

o 

Did you see a copy of that report? 

H | 

A 

Yes. 


O 

Do you have a cony of that report? 

10 

A 

No. 

11 

0 

Does Mr. Beers have a copy of that report' 

12 

A 

1 wouldn't know if he has a copy of it. 

!:l 

o 

You said that during the course ol youi 

11 

• 

surveillance 

you went into have coffee, is that correct. 

ir> 

A 

% 

Yes. 


i o 

How long were you in this coffee shoo? 

1H 



17 

1 A 

Fifteen minutes, maximuiu. 

18 

0 

How long before this Altamura came in? 


A 

He walked in right after us. 

19 



20 

o 

How long did he stay in the 7 - 

21 

A 

. 

He stayed in the coffee shop fi r approximate 


ton minutes. 


When he left, I assXe you iollowed hi: out. 

Yes, we did. 

How long — withdrawn. 




,*r ■ 


Y 
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1 


Sauve-recross/Klar 

8 

i ! 

■* 

Then he went to the Oscar Motel? 

1 

! 

A 

Yes. o 

• 

i 

Q 

How long was he in the Oscar Motel beiore he 

1 

T» 

camr out? 



(i ! 

A 

How long he was in the Oscar Motel? 

> 

I 

0 

Yes. 


1 1 

K I 

A 

I would say approximately three-quarters of 


«> 

an hour. 



>0 

Q 

Did you overhear any conversations between 


II i 

1 

Mr. Altamura and Mr. Dasti? 


12 j 

A 

No, I did not because I didn't go in the 


l:$ i| 

motel -restaurant. 


14 

o 

nid you ever see Mr. Altamura with Mr. Dasti 


ir. ! 

again? 



I 

;l 

It) i 

A 

No, I did not. 


17 | 

i) 

Did you ever overhear any conversations between 


IK j] 

Mr. Dasti 

and Mr. Altamura? 


ID. ‘ 

A 

No. 


2«» 1 


MR. KLAR: No further questions. 


21 

| 

THE COURT: Anything further, Mr. PuccioTJ, 


j 


MR. PUCCIO: Nothing. 


22 

1 

TilE COURT: You may step down; next witness. 


21 


Are we ready for Mr. Couture? 



1 

it 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes. I would like to have 



i o3 
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Hr. Couture step back on the stan f .. " e ' 

additional questions. 

BERNARD C 0 U T U R E, recalled as a witness, havi.v 
been previously duly sworn by the Clerk of the 
resumed the witness stand and testified further 

follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 


•vow, let me direct your attention to the Ve-ias 




x 

y,Y MR. 

rUCCIO: 

!' J 


O ? <J OW , 

ID 

Three 

wiretan, Mr. 

1 1 


A Yes. 

12 


q That 


r, That would be the wiretap that you testified 

„a, on a telephone located at the residence of Mr. Dasti. 

vow, during the time period beqinning 8:00 

January 21 until 8:00 p.m. January 22, 1971, did you 
intercept and record a telephone conversation between 
nr. Horvath, Joey Horvath, and Mr. Dasti? 

A Yes, sir, I did, sir. 

q Was that an incoming call placed by Mr. » orynth 

to Mr. nasti? 

A Yes. 

O You listened to a tape recording of this 

conversation? 

A Yes. 

0 However, thi. ... not one of the conversations 


4 







! 
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1 

Couture-direct 


*** 

10 

•> I 

that --on retained, but it was discarded, is that correct? 

n 




A Yes, sir. 




1 

n But you did make up a log or summary of this 




f * 1 

conversation? 




fi j 

A Yes, sir.. 




7 ! 

O Tell us, as best you can remember, what 


1 

I 

H 

Mr. Horvath said and what Mr. Dasti said during the 


A 


<> 

tele, hone conversation? If you feel it necessary, refer to 




10 

the log. 




II 

| 

r Yes, sir. 




12 

At that time Mr. Dasti says to Horvath that he 





gave the money to Guido Orsini for Frank Cotroni. And Dasti J 



i 

M 1 

says that he wes nolding one thousand three hundred dollars 


* 


15 

for Frank Cotroni. He still has one thousand three hundred 




Hi 

dollars of Frank Cotroni’s money and Mr. Dasti says this 

1 



i 

17 1 

money, a thousand three hundred dollars, he will give it to 




IH j 

Mr. Cotroni as soon as he sees him. 


' < 

*s 

IS* 

And Horvath asked him if there was something 

* 


v_. 


20 

n«*w concerning a certain thing. 


» 

1 

21 

q Who war speaking now, Horvath says he has 

| 

*»_ 


22 

something new concerning a certain thing? 


, * J 


2.1 

ft Yes, Horvath say* "I will talk to you tomorrow 



[ 

21 

* 

and you'll sneak to me about it." 

1 

I 

- • 


2 ."i 

o Now, you've indicated, Mr. Couture, that there 


% 



i ; ' ' 





i * f ’ * ' * 

- 


n 


v 
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Couture-direct 

were certain conversations that were tape recorded out t o 
tape recordings were not retained by your or ice, is tnat 
correct? 

A That is correct, sir. 

0 The decision to retain or uiscar- a tape oi a 

conversation was one made by you, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

O would you explain for us whv you didn't > *etr - 








every conversation? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Objection, if your Honor pleases. 
This is repetitious and improper. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

A Because at that time -- 

THE COURT: No. I have sustained objection to 

the auestion. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have no further questions. 

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Iannuzzi? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi, all the jurors have 
retained copies of Exhibit 35. Do you intend using 
them in any way or should we cart then? 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am not sure at the moment. 
Judge, there was a doc-ment before we had 
discussed out of the hearing of the jurv or before the 
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Couture 

jury cane in and it was going to be qivon to me. 

PerhaDs -- I thought I might, be able to have them in 
conjunction with this cross-examination. 

THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 

(The jury left the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Do you agree tha' the tape of the 
conversation between Mr. Dasti and his wife is in 
evidence as Mr. Puccio represented? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Do I agree it is in evidence? 

P 

THE COURT: I make two references, one a 
conversation Mr. Dasti to his wife where he was comin 
to New York. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

THE COURT: So we are only talking about the 
one reference I made while a fellow named Colder and 
he ran into Cotroni -- 

MR. IANNUZZI: Or spoke — 

THE COURT: No, met Cotroni in Acapulco and 
cotroni was unhappy about the deal in New York and all 
the references in parentheses were assumptions made by 

I 

whoever made the log out. 

I thouqhv. Mr. Couture testified later to the 
very conversation. 

MR. IANNUZZI: No, sir. 
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Couture 

M R. puCCIO: I think your Honor lead _t. 

It is from Vegas PT which is a public t lephonej 
at the Victoria Sporting Club, 8:00 p.m., 1/18. 1, to 

2:00 p.m., 1/19/71. 

THE COURT: You had better listen tc i<-. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am going to write soraetninn 

down. 

* 

the COURT: All right. 

MR. IANNUZZI: 1/18 to 1/19. 

MR. PUCCIO: Between 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 r.m. 

THE COURT: Incidentally, these documents in 
the sealed exhibit. Exhibit number 44 is it? 

MR. PUCCIO: 43. 

THE COURT: Are logs made by Mr. Couture? 

MR. PUCCIO: That is correct. Well, quotir', 
then they spoke in Italian, discussed certain oapo-s 
that some person must be reached. Cola sneaks of a 
q Uy (Frank Cotroni) who he met with before ho left on 
a trip. (Altamura). This quy (Frank Cotroni) would 
not have been pleased with something supposedly done 


bv Frank Dasti. Are (possibly narcotics) transactions 
between Mr. Dasti, Oddo, and Vanacore. Re transaction., 
took place 1/10/71 in New York (cocair-). They spoke 


of police raids at joints 
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Couture 

THE COURT: I won't give them that much. 

MR. PUCCIO: I think that is the substance of 

it. 

THE COURT: Would you like to examine this 
witness outside the hearinq of the jury about what 
this meant? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, perhaps. 

THE COURT: If you want to, co ahead. j 

MR. PUCCIO: \t this p->int, maybe I can have '.j 
some of Mr. Stewart's 35u0 material narked and turn 
it over. There is a legitimate reason for waiting, 
we weren't sure we were going^to use Mr. Stewart and 
we didn't want to pinpoint the day of his arrival in 
New York. 

First, this is an extract from Mr. Stewart's 
direct testimony in the United States acainr.t Bynu" 
case. I would like to have that marked. 

THE COURT: Only the direct? 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I have three volumes . 
in court with me. J will turn over to defense course l ■* 
it is an appendix, United States Government on apnea] -f 
and I should say United States against Bynum -- I am 
sorry, it ir. the Bynum case but it contains the direct 
and cross-examinations of Mr. Stewart. 1 w: 1 an o 
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haver t read the entire thing, but there ere many, 

■any transactions involved in this case. I ar handing 
over and respectfully pointing counsel to what ' think 
is rel^vanif in this case and inviting them, if they 
want,to borrow the copies overnight or maybe -- 

THE COURT: Bynum was the man Judge Pollack is 
conducting hearings on relating to wirelans on the 
minimization claim? v * 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, sir. 

d ' 

THE COURT: Has that been completed? 

‘ MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

MR. PUCCIO: I think about a month ago t.ncre 
was a hearing I believe former Attorney General Mitchol! 
testified concerning the authorization. 

THE COURT: That's right. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That was the second of the 
hearings conducted by Judge Pollack. He made a decision 
and after the Circuit Court read the findings, I think 
they made a decision. 

THE COURT: I don't think anything except 
Stewart's testimony in Rynum'is relevant here. 

MR. PUCCIO: As far as 1 can see, the only thing 

relevant is Stewart's testimony. 

THE COURT: Is he the only witness who will 




I 
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'•> I 


l() 


11 


13 

14 | 

ir > j 
16 ; 

17 | 

IK 

1 !) 


21 

~ 

T' ij ! 

pmPl 
1 !OV':'. .( 
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Couture 

testify here and testified in 3ynum? 4S:G. 

T2R1 

riR. r) lJCCIO: Yes. We can recheck if ther. 
anythin'? other than I handed over. J. would like lo 
get Mr. Stewart out of here today if possible. 

THE COURT: Yes. You mean complete his 
testimony? 

MR. PUCCIO: If we could. 

THE COURT: V7e can certainly start him. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest — ' *** 

THE COURT: Is he your last .witness? 

MR. p UCCI0: We are getting close. T may have 
a couole of more short witnesses. 

In addition to that, I have an extract from 
Mr. Stewart’s Grand Jury testimony in connection wit’ 
the Bynum matter on October 5, 1971 th.r I would like 

to have marked. I also have Mr. Stewart's entire 

s 

Grand Jury testimony which I ask to have marked. Again, 

I have taken out what I think pertains to this court. *, 

* 

(continued on next page) 
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THE COURT: Mr. Stewart testified before which 
Grand Jury? 

MR. PUCCIO: The October 5, 1971 and September 2$, 

1971. 

THE COURT: That is just three copies, that is 

not three volumes? ^ 

MR. PUCCIO: Three volumes. There is the testi- 

f 1 

mony of other people in here. 

THE CLERK: Eighteen pages of transcript, marked 

Government's Exhibit 3500-10. 

THE COURT: Who represented Bynum? 

MR. PUCCIO: Jack Evzeroff. 

THE COURT: You may be able to get what you want 
from him. 

' MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

THE CLERK: Three pages from Grand Jury minutes, 
marked 3500-11. 

Grand Jury minutes dated September 28, 1971, 

marked Government 1 si Exhibit 3500-12. 

Grand Jury minutes dated October 5, 19/1, marked 

Government's Exhibit 3500-13, and 

i 

Three Volumes of Appendix, marked Government's 
Exhibit 3500-14. 

THE COURT: Are we ready for cross-examination/ 
MR. PUCCIO: Do you want me to hand over the rest 
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of the 3500 Material? 

THE COURT: If you can, I would appreciate it. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have a report Dy Richard Moser, 
Special Agent, dated January 8, 1971, concerning a de¬ 
briefing of the Informant Thomas Harris. ‘that was the 
code name for George Stewart. I have taken the portioni 
of that debriefing statement that pertain to this case 
and Xeroxed them, and I would like to have that marked. 
THE CLERK: Report consistino of three pages, 

| 

marked Government Exhibit 3500-15 for identification. 

MR. PUCIIO: Your Honor, I have the full three- 
page report in front of me. I have bracketed what I 
have handed over. I would like to hand up the report 
to the Court. 

THE COURT: Would you mark that? 

THE CLERK: So marked as Government's Exhibit 

3500-16. 

THE COURT: Is there any reason to withhold any 
of the other information? Isn't it all a matter of 
public record? 

MR. PUCCIO: I can't really determine at this 
point. It pertains to other transactions, which I am 
sure — 

THE COURT: If it has already been disclosed, 
why should I have to edit it? 


MR. PUCCIO: I really do not know that. There 
is plenty of information about Mr. Stewart's narcotics 
activities in the transcript in the Bynum trial. 

I have another report of Richard Moser, dated 
January 13, 1971, concerning Mr. Thomas Harris, who is 
George Stewart, and 1 am handinq over that report in its 
entirety. 

THE CLERK: Consisting of two pages, marked Govern 

ment's Exhibit 3500-17 for identification. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have another report by Agent 

Theodore Handoga, dated January 13, 1971, concerning 

a debriefing of the Informant Thomas Harris. I am hand-^ 

0 - 

ing that over in its entirety. 

THE CLERK: So marked as Government's Exhibit 
3500-18. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have another report of Agent 
Theodore Handoga, dated January 25, 1971, concerning a 
debriefing of Mr. Stewart, also known as Thomas Harris. 

I am handing over the bracketed portion of that. 

THE CLERK: So marked as Government's Exhibit 
3500-19. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I just understand, is Mr. 
Puccio's intention to bring Mr. Harris in to testify? 

THE COURT: Harris is Stewart. 

MR. PUCCIO: He is Mr. Stewart. 
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IANNUZZI : That is the same person? 

THE COURT: That is his code name. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest in reference to this: 

We have just been given six documents that we 
have never seen before. I think we should have time 
to peruse the same. 

THE COURT: You will have the time. L*it us get 

through with this witness. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I would also suggest in reference 
to this that this is allegedly a transaction which 
Altamura, Vanacora and possibly Da.ti met with respect 
to in 1970. I am making this as my observation. I 
would move for a mistrial and a severance because this 
is prejudicial to Cotroni and irrelevant to him, except 
on the tangential aspects that possibly he entered a 
Conspiracy with Dasti as to something in December. 

THE COURT: You did not get the full thrust o. 

Mr. Puccio's statement. He is going to offer some physi¬ 
cal evidence, aren't you? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes, a lab report and a chemist. 

THE COURT: All right, the report of the chemist. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I understand that. 

THE COURT: He has to show a connection between 

what Stewart got — 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, this is be- 
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ing brought in by way of testimony of Harris, also known 
as Stewart, or vice versa, and it is based purely on 
the hearsay of Cordvano, Altamura, none of which is ad¬ 
missible in this case. They are not binding on these 
Conspirants, if they are Conspirants. There is no con 
nection between these and the defendant Cotroni. There 
is no allegation that he was involved in the Conspiracy 
with them. It is only brought in upon the tangetial 
aspect of showing a sample of heroin that is so specu¬ 
latively connected by way of two hearsays, it is impos¬ 
sible to eliminate any kind of prejudice that is likely 
to result from this testimony. I suggest that it is 
absolutely without foundation, to the extent that there 
is no earmark on cocaine. This is just bringin' ir some¬ 
one named Stewart who is a confessed narcotic transacto}, 
who was involved in the Bynum case, who heard all kinds 
of hearsay as to where this came from. He has no direct 
knowledge — 

THE COURT: All you are saying is that it is cir-f 
cumstantial evidence. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am not saying that. 

THE COURT: That is what I am saying. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am saying it is hearsay — It 
is totally hearsay. 

THE COURT: It is not at all. 
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MR. IANNUZZI: There is nobody in this Conspir- 
acv — in this case who we can say it will he bindincr 
if Altamura heard it. 

THE COURT: Altamura apparently knows Oddo, Dastji 
and Vanacora. Altamura is found with one-half a kilo 

I 

some place in Brooklyn — 

MR. PUCCIO: No, no, Altamura delivered five 
kilograms — 

THE COURT: To Vanacora. 

MR. PUCCIO: No. 

THE COURT: Who took the half? 

MR. PUCCIO: What happened was that Mr. Stewart 
can testify that he met with Altamura in January, and 
he said there would be something comina from the people 
in Canada. After that, on January 10, which is the dac* 
of delivery, he received a call from Mr. Cordvano who 
was present at the meeting with Altamura, where they 
were told that something was coming from Canada. 

Mr. Cordvano said to take the machine to seal 
narcotics ana ao over to Bynum's residence in Brooklyn, ; 
which Stewart did. While at the residence, he received 
another call from Cordvano, and tells him to wait there.i 
Cordvano arrives at 1:00 A.M. on the 11th with five kilo 
arams of cocaine. The cocaine, I might add, is brownish 
and it is sticky. He indicates that Altamura received 
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nine kilograms, and these are five of the nine that 
Altamura received. 

THE COURT: Of course it is hearsay, but it is 
mtroducible on the theory of a Conspiracy, and you are 
entitled to a limiting charge. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Altamura and Cordvano have nothing 
to do with the defendants here. How can they be bound 
in the same Conspiracy? 

In addition to which, Mr. Altamura isn't the one 
who is saying all this, and Stewart didn't hear this 
from Cordvano. Cordvano says, "Here's five kilos —" 

THE COURT: You have an exception, Mr. Iannuzzi. 

I will give a limiting instruction. That is all you ar£ 
entitled to. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I would move for a mistrial. 

THE COURT: Motion denied. 

MR. KLAR: Any objections that Mr. Iannuzzi makes 
as to Mr. Cotroni, I would ask be made as to Mr. Dasti, 
and I join in the motion for a mistrial. 

THE COURT: Motion denied. 

MR. PUCCIO: I have a report dated February 3, 
1971, by Agent Moser, concerning the debriefing of George 
Stewart. I am handing over the bracketed portion, your 
Honor. 


THE COURT: May I see what part of this report 
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you have turned over? 

MR. PUCCIO: The bracketed-m-red portion. 

THE COURT: You included the bracketing from 

here? 

MR. PUCCIO: Which one is that? 

THE COURT: You only gave me one report. 

May I see what you have turned over? 

MR. PUCCIO: Which date is that? There are fjve 
reports altogether. 

THE COURT: January 8th. 

MR. PUCCIO: Here is what we turned over. 

(Document handed to Court.) 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I a so add for the record — 

THE COURT: All right, you gave them a little 
more than I thought they were entitled to. 

MR. PUCCIO: Maybe there are two different re¬ 
ports . 

THE COURT: Seal 3500-16. 

MR. PUCCIO: Could we leave the envelope open? 
will check tonight if I am able to hand over the rest? 

MR. IANNUZZIt Judge, may I further suggest that 
this — I haven't had an opportunity to read all of these 
things yet because we have just been standing here — 
but it indicates that Harris apparently states that he 
received seme cocaine from Cordvano, who in turn said he 
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received it from Altamura. I suggest this is in connec¬ 
tion allegedly to a twenty-four kilogram cocaine trans¬ 
action. I suggest that this is a different -- 

THE COURT: Are you offering Cordvano's testi¬ 
mony? 

MR. PUCCIO: Just Stewart's. 




THE COURT: Stewart's statement as to what 


Cordvano said? 

MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 

THE COURT: How does Cordvano fit into the Con¬ 
spiracy? 

MR. PUCCIO: Cordvano and Stewart met with Altamuro 
on January 4th. He speaks of the cocaine coming in froiti 
the people in Canada. Subsequently, on January 10th, 
Cordvano calls Stewart and tells him to go to Bynum & 
house, and he later comes to Bynum's house during the 
early morning of the 11th with five kilograms, and he 
tells him this is the stuff that Altamuro got from the 
people in Canada. There were nine kilos, and here are 
five. The cocaine is gummy and sticky and brown. 

Cordvano, of course, is quoting Altamuro. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest at this point Harris 
is not saying what Altamuro says,he is saying what Cordvano 
said. 




THE COURT: The question is whether Cordvano is a 
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neither ol the Conspiracy. 


MR. PUCCIO: We submit that he is, your honor. 

MR. IANNUZZI : I will suggest that it is a -erty- 
four kilogram transaction, which has never come into 
consideration in this case, and therefore if somebooy 
has thirteen kilos in addition to nine kilos, then the 
question is, IS this a sample from the nine or thirteen, 
and Stewart can't testify, because he is saying what 
Cordvano said. 

Mr. Puccio says that ultamuro says that tne:e 
be some cocaine. That's all that he says. 

Let's say that Stewart says that which Altar i 
says. Thereafter, Altamuro says nothing except what 
cordvano says. I suggest at that point there can be no: 
suggestion, because Altamuro doesn't say it, because it 

is Cordvano ♦■hat is saying it. 

the COURT: The Government will have to prove 

that Cordvano is a member of the Conspiracy, otherwise , 
it cannot be considered. 

MR. IANNUZZI * Hay I suggest, if your honor Heaves 
that the mistrial should be declared, because none of 
this information was brought forward — none of it was 
indicated in the indictment, none in the bill of particu¬ 


lars, 


MR 


PUCCIO: Yea , it was in the bill of particu] ar:. 
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your Honor. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I suggest — 

MR. PUCCIO: It was not known at the time of the 
indictment. The bill of particulars calls for co-Con- 
spirators that have become known to the Government after 
the indictment, and we made that information availaole. 

THE COURT: When were you first advised about 
that Mr. Stewart could testify, and when were you ad¬ 
vised that Vanacora and Altamura were members of the 
Conspiracy? 


(continued on next pace.) 
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MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest that the report 
xs dated January 13th, 1971, three days after the 

I 

said transaction. 

MR. PUCCIO: But I wasn’t advised at that time. 

THE COURT: When did you make your motion for 
a hill of particulars? 

MR. IANNUZZI: November 27, 1974 and we did not 
qer .n answer to it until Tuesday of last week. 

THE COURT: I thought it was part of your 

omnibus motion. 

MR. PUCCIO: It was. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Made November 24, 1971 and ^ 
suggest respectfully that this information was in 
the Government's hands in the DEA on Januarv 13, 197] , 
three days after the alleged consniracv, including j 
all information concernino Canada, et cetera. All o. 
this information was in the Government’s hands. 

I suggest at this point to brine this in on 
January 13, 1975 before putting a witness on the 
stand and bringing in cases in reference to Cordvano, 
Stewart, Altamuro, Bynam, I sugaest is wholly oreiu 
dicial to the defendants. It is impossible to cooe 
with this at this point when there has been no 
indication that this is in fact cart of the same 


conspiracy . 
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THE COURT: How early do you think you should 

have it, so you could cope with it? 

MR. IANNUZZI: If the Government is claimina 

that that is part of the same conspiracy, what the 
Government has indicated in all the papers to date, 
is misrepresentative and misleadino. 

MR. PUCCIO; I would like to see the misrepre¬ 
sentative and misleading portions of the Government's 
papers. 

THE COURT: I have a copy of this omnibus 
motion that I complained about. It is dated 
December 6, filed December 7, and I think heard 
December 27. 

MR. IANNUZZI: As a matter of fact, if youi 
Honor pleases on December 27 we had a hearing wmch 
was the day after Thanksgiving, and I asked you wbe 
we had to make these motions and in conjunction with 
conversations with Mr. Puccio you indicated that they 
could be made at any time sufficients in advance so 
they could bo discussed and heard and Mr. Puccio was 
aomg to get together with me and discuss various 
information so that we might eliminate the necessiw. 

THE COURT: Where was the motion that von ri,v ‘‘ 

in November? 

MR. IANNUZZI; This is the one that I referred 
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tc in November and your Honor said — you said 
ono inally on November 14th that they had to be made 
on the 27th. While here on the 27th — 

THF COURT: You said you made a motion for a 
bi’l of particulars in November? Where is it? 

MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, l am 
cominq to that. On November 14 you said that al: 
motions will have to be made on the 27th. On the 
27«-h when we were here I asked if you wanted to an 
into the motions now and you said, "Put them on paper." 
At that noint you indicated that Mr. Puccio and 1 
should qet toaether with reference to the bill of 
particulars. I never got a bill of particulars 
until December 7th — January 7, 1975 when we were 
on trial. 1 never even got an answer to any letter 
that I sent to Mr. Puccio or to yourself and I never 
not a bill of particulars and I never not an answe- 
to those motions until January 7, 1975 

MR. PUCCIO; If your Honor please 

MR. IANNUZZI: Nobody ever mentioned this 

information. 

THE COURT: I have your motions -f • 

notice is dated December 6, it is filer. De '* ° 

MR. PUCCIO: May I ask when vour . onor oraerec 

that the bill of particulars be filed/ 
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THE COURT: I heard this on the 27th. 

MR. PUCCIO: I filed the bill of particulars 
a few days after you heard it. 

MR. IANNUZZI: On the 6th of January. 

MR. PUCCIO: I think it was later than that that 

your Honor — 

THE COURT: The very day that we were picking 

a jury. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is right. 

MR. PUCCIO: I think your Honor heard the 
motions on Thursday or Friday and I filed the bill o 
particulars on a Monday, the day we were selecting the; 

jury. 

THE COURT: Whet is your complaint now that you 

do not have enough time to prepare? 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am suggesting if this is 

an additional conspiracy — 

MR. PUCCIO: It is the same conspiracy. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, I would like to know if 
this has been — I suggest that this information has j 
not been brought to the defendants' until right here 
and right now. 

MR. PUCCIO: It is in the bill of particulars. 
Cordvano's name is in the bill of particulars as a 
co-conspirator. Stewart's name is in the bill of 
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particulars. Rynam's name is in the bil 


r -rticulars, on the first naqe, your Honor. 

Ti'K COURT: I saw that, out T don t knov. 
whether - expanded on it or he asked for it. 

MO. IANNUZZI: I asked for it. 

THT COURT: For all overt acts? 

MV TANNU7.7I: Overt acts, any acts. 

THE COURT: 1 knew that is what it was. T : 

a case 1ate last nioht 

lANNUZ7.tr I »sked for a tot r»ore than 


eart 


overt nets. 

THF COURT: Judqe Newman of Conne_ - rut 
sittinc by designation, wrote the opinion and i* * 
that the Government does not have to eivr 
overt acts. I said "God, who asked for that recenM 

I will nive you the case. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I asked for more. 

THE COURT: You were not entitled to 


that. 

HR. IANNUZZI: I asked for other acts of the 
conspiracy. 

MR. PUCCIO: That is the same tninq. 

MR. IANNUZZI: These are extensions of 

conspiracy. 


THE COURT- 


All aspects of the conspiracy. 
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What kind of information would you exoect the 
Government to dive you if you asked for all aapeotsV 
MR. IANNUZZI- I think my motion papers cover 
that. I do not have them with me. I know they were 
rather complete. You ridiculed them because you 
thought I made them from a book qoinc from h to 
THE COURT: That is correct. 

MP. IANNUZZI: That is not true because l do 
not practice law that way. I do not have to. 

THF CLERK: Two-oaqe report dated February 3. 

1971 of Richard Moser marked Government's Exhibit 

3500-21. 

THE COURT: You do not ask for all the overt 
acts, not that you would have cotten them. 

You lust referred to the overt acts alleued. 
the exact time, place, conversation and who was 

present. I denied all that. 

Even under your bill of particulars, you are 

not entitled to this information. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I say the request in the motion p 

THE COURT: Here's your motion for a 
particulars. You show me where you asked for infor¬ 
mation that would have helped you meet this Government 


proof? 


MR. IANNUZZI: State whether it is claim 
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t-here was oniy one combination conspirac-, of cetera, 
or whether there was separate ar.d distinct combinations 
of conspiracies, et cetera. 

If it is claimed there is more tr.ar one 
combination, then the details as to each sucn combma- 
tion, names, dates involved and each sucn case — 

THE COURT: That was answered r. two words, 
one conspiracy. Next. 

MR. IANNUZZI: State whether any persons other 
than named were present at or participated in any n* 
the overt acts and if so names and other details 
requested -- 

THE COURT: I wouldn't give you tnat. 

MR. PUCCIO: I did. 

THE COURT: Even if I directed the Government 
to give this to you, how would the Government tel you 
about this incident where Stewart says he went to 
Hynam's house or store and picked up tne cocaine? 

MR. IANNUZZI: State whether the Government 
intends to prove or offer evidence with respect to 
any overt act or acts other than those enumerated. 

Jf so set forth the details, names, addresses, 
conversations, et cetera. 

THE COURT: That is denied. 

MR. PUCCIO: We have indicated that we would. 
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8 1 j 

MR. IANNUZZI: Those motions were made quite 

•> 

a while ago. 


=■ j 

THE COURT: I do not care if they were made 


4 

six months ago. They would have been denied at that 


•’ i 

time. 


6 

Ask Miss Toy to bring in the slip opinion. 


7 

please. 


H . 

MR. IANNUZZI: We also have — by the way, I 


9 ! 

might suggest that there is certainly a lack of 


p 

specificity in an indictment referring to this kind 


H 

of an item — 


12 

THE COURT: Tht*re is enough to prepare for 


i:t 

trial. I have already held that. You can argue thac 


14 

in the Court of Appeals. 


15 

MR. IANNUZZI: A bill of oarticulars cannot 


Hi 

amend an indictment. 


17 

THE COURT: I aqree with you. It does no. 


18 

amend. It particularises it. 


1!* 

MR. IANNUZZI: There was nothing in the 



indictment that would — could be particularized. 


21 

THE COURT: You have argued that so manv times 


22 

and I denied it every time. I promise you if von 


2’t 

repeat the motion a hundred times before this trial 


24 

is over, you will get the same determinations. 


. '■ » 

I have been known to change my mind, but not 

II 
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T ) 1 

v/h^n I have said it twenty times. 


MR. IANNUZZI: We have had numerous indications 

i 

from the Court marvelincr at the amount of the 3500 

1 l 

material that was supplied by the Government, that we 

! 

Have absolutely everythine that is in tne 

(i i 

rruaht sunqest that we never act anythmc with reference 

' « i 

i 

to this. 

, h ! 

THE COURT: I said that you have everyth me in 


the case? Would you like to take that ut o- the 

iu i 

transcript? 

11 

MP. IANNUZZI: I would suaqest «-hat wo«i mnicattd 

r: 

that the defendants had been oiven far more than you 

i:t 

have ever seen -- 

11 

THE COURT: And I will repeat tha^. 

; 

MR. TANNIJZZI: I sugaest wh?.t w» were niver 

in 

subterfuae and a foe. 

17 

THE cotipt: You are damned if vo- i 

1 M 

„ rn if von do not and vo- are damn- because 

III 

,,OM 

'll 

MR. IANNUZZI: I sunqest — 

1 .’1 

THE COURT: United States anai * icCLoskv 

i i 

MR. IANNUZZI: I might suqaest 

• i * 

THF. COURT: Just a moment. 

’ 1 

It was decided on January 6, pace The*. 

1 i 

i, no general requirement that the Government disclcso 
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in the bill of particulars all the overt acts in 
establishing a conspiracy charne, citinq United States 
aqainst Ianello. Hence the broad request made by 
appellant was properly denied. Yours was pretty 
broad. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I suqgest it was absolutelv 
necessary because we did not qet the information that 
is ne ;essary to defend aqainst this suit. 

THE COURT: Are you ready to proceed with 
cross-examination? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Of this witness? 

THE COURT: Seat the -jury. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am not in any fashion 
indicating that I would be prepared to cross-examirc 
Mr. Stewart. 

THE COURT: When we come to that, I will ask 

i 

you the question. This case will qo over to next 
week if need be. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is perfectly satisfactory. 
THE COURT: It is all right with me. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I would like to recall Mr. Sauvej. 
THE COURT: Now? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Perhaps now. 

THE COURT: Will he be here for a while? 

MR. PUCCIO: We can bring him down now. 
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wit_n r ‘ tc will be on 

THE COURT: I suspect t. 

„ Mr. Sauve 

the stan, for some time. Suppose we 


down. 


. ,, c to Ting him down 

MR . PUCCIO: Do you want us 


right now? 


THE COURT: Then he could leave. 

.... w_ h er e fer the remainder 
MR. PUCCIO: He will be here 


of the trial. 


THE COURT: He will? 


MR. PUCCIO: He is the RCMP 

THE COURT: Do you want to v.ai- 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is all right, 

THE COURT: All right, seat the -ary. 

M r. IANNUZZI: I think this is your Honor" 


file copy? 


(Document handed to Court.) 


(Continued next page) 
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R KC P.OSS - EX AMI NAT I ON 
:t ’ BY MR. IANNUZZI : 


4 


MR. IANNUZZI: May I proceed, sir? 

5 


THt COURT: Please do, sir. 

G 

Q 

Mr. Couture, you indicated that you heard all 

i 11 

of the conversation despite the fact that all of them have 

H 

not been retained? 

9 ' 

A 

That’s correct. 

ID 

Q 

And all the logs m de out by yourself? 

11 

A 

Yes, sir. 

12 

0 

And you mentioned this morning, I believe, 

19 

that there 

was a conversation in which Mr. Dasti on the 

11 

16th of January spoke to Mrs, Dasti. Do you recall that. 

15 

sir? 


lb 

A 

Yes, sir, I could, if you had some reference 

17 

to give me 

• 

18 

Q 

It's January 16th and it's a call from Mr. 

19 

Dasti to Mrs. Dasti, so I assume it's on Vegas 3. 

2D 


Yes, sir. 

21 

Q 

Do you recall that specific conversation that 

22 

you spoke 

about this morning? 

29 

A 

Yes, sir. 

24 

Q 

And, in which, apparently Mr. Dasti indicated 


that he had to, the certain people were bringing some money 




O 
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to him on Sunday? 

A Yes, sir. 

ij And that he therefore was going to pick up 

some money in Now York. Is that correct? 

A Yes,sir. 

q And as a matter of fact was there not a tape 

recording conversation where one of the participants in the 
conversation indicated being in New York, would brine the 
money to Mr. Dasti? 

A It could be, sir. 

o Isn't that a fact, that somebody in New York 

in the conversation offered to bring some money to Mr. 

Dasti in Montreal and Mr. Dasti said that's his personal 
money and that was to do something else? 

q Yes, sir. There was a phone call made tc Mr. 

Dasti in which Mr. Dasti says to an unknown male that he 
van to go down to New York to pick up some money, personal 
money? 

A Yes, sir. 

O And then there was also conversation about 

Americans coming up to Montreal with money from New York? 

Yes, sir. 

» And was it in fact that there were at least 

tw^ separate transactions that were going on a the same 



10 i 

of over the 

telephone? 

11 S 

A 

Yes, sir. 

12 1 

0 

And as a matter of fact, there were conversa- 

i:j j 

tions concerning Americans going up to Montreal, is that 

14 1 

acorrect? 


15 jl 

A 

Correct, sir. 

Hi j 

Q 

And by the way, these conversations, these 

17 

meetings, or the trip of the Americans to Montreal were at 

IK 

times when 

Mr. Cotroni was not in Montreal. Is that correct; 

10 

A 

Well — 

JO 

0 

To wit, the 15th of January, 1971? 

Jl 

A 

Yes, sir. Correct. 

•>2 

0 

Is that correct? 

2il 

A 

Correct, sir. 

•Jl 

Q 

And that these people were to go up to see 

J5 

Mr. Dasti 

in Montreal at the time that Mr. Cotroni wasn't 


\ 
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there? 


A 

O 


That's correct, sir. 

And by the way, you indicated that a conver- 


‘ i 


•at ion on the <!0th of January between Mr. orsmi and Mr. 
Cotroni -- you mentioned that this morning, did you not? 

A Yes, sir. 

And there was also a conversation that you de¬ 
stroyed because it was not sufficiently important to keep 


1" 

the conversation? 



II 

A 

That’s correct. 



12 

0 

However you did speak 

about the fact 

that Mr. 

II ; 

Orsini was 

to bring some money to Mr 

. Cotroni. Is 

that 

m i 

correct? 




’ 

A 

That's correct, sir. 



Hi ! 

Q 

And you mentioned, however, this morninor soir- 

17 

thing about 

a hew York transaction. 

Isn't that correct? 

IM 

A 

1 mentioned it, sir. 



iy 


But that wasn't in the 

conversation, 

wa s it? 

’<) 1 

A 

No, sir. 



’i ! 

(.) 

.->o that all that was said in the conversation 

,■> 

was that Mr 

. Orsini was to bring some money to Mr. 

Cotron - ? 


A 

Fn Acapulco? 



•.’i 

1 > 

Yes, that is where Mr. 

Cotroni was. 


j. r i 

A 

Yes, sir. 
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added. 


The thing about the New York transaction, you 


A It was to be between parenthesis. 

0 That wasn’t in the conversation, that was, 

those were your comments? 

A Correct, sir. 

i.i And by the way, in these conversations that 

you have heard, were there not conversations between Mr. 
Cotroni and for instance a person named Orlando concerning 


a ninht club? 


It could be, sir. 

Well, as a matter of fact, in Vegas 5, Page 


33, whatever that refers, 33? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you have that? 

A Yes, sir. 


That phone conversation from Mr. Orlando to 


Mr. Cotroni? 


A Yes, sir. 

Q Where they were discussing a club -- 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi, so that the jury is 
not confused, you are referring to another exhibit, 
not Exhibit 39 that the jury had. You are referring 


to an exhibit that is not in evidence. 
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MR. IANNUZZI: I am referring to logs of con¬ 
versations other than those presented hv the govern¬ 
ment which were taken and heard by this witness. 

j«HE COURT: It's oerfectly proper but I don't 
want the jury to go looking for something tnroagh 
those conversations, because he saw, I see the wit¬ 
ness looking at the book that you think you have. 

It's not the same thing. It's not in evidence. 

0 Did Mr. Orlando speak with Mr. Cotroni? 

A Yes,sir. 

Did he speak about his club? 

A Orlando is talking about the club, the night 

eli!) Casino Cartier. He said to Cotroni that he wants to 
take charge of this night club. 

q And was it also in that that Mr. Cotroni ir. 

sj . .iking about this club was also indicating that certain 
aspects of the operation might bo, or that certain things 
that this man wanted to do would be illegal and Cotroni toi 
Ium to go to the Liquor Authority and to be sur. that 
everything was legal concerning its operation. 

A Yes, sir. 

n Is there any question in your mind r. 

Cotroni from time to time spoke to people on his t i -anmc, 
spoke about night clubs and restaurants in Montreal/ 


; 


<1 
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*) 

A 

lie did with Orlando. 


H | 

Q 

And he did in other places, didn't he? 


4 

A 

Would you like to give it to me? 


5 ji 

Q 

All right. Then I will go one at a time. 


fi ji 

A 

Yes, sir. I 

4 i 

Q 

Was it Mr. Cotroni's club or Mr. Orlando’s? 


J 

A 

I couldn't tell you. All I know is that Mr. 



Cotroni went 

to this club quite frequently. 


10 j 

Q 

All right. He went to the club frequently 


" : l 

and Mr. Orlando who apparently owned it was talking with 'r. 


12 

Cotroni concerning its operation. Is that correct? 


U ! 

A 

That's correct. 


14 

Q 

And Mr. Cotroni insisted that it be operated 


ir> 1 

legally and legitimately? 


H> 

A 

That's correct. 


17 ! 

Q 

Were there not also conversations concerning 


1H 

Mr. Cotroni with for instance — I will try to ascertain 


19 

what Vegas project this is but it's blurred at the top. In 


2o; 

any event it 

's a conversation that was on the 17th of 


21 

December and 

it was between a Mr. Desimoya and Mr. Cotroni. 


>2 


Do you have the reference as far as the Vegas 


2:1 

project? 



24 

j 

I will, show it to you perhaps you may be able 

• 


. 

to recognize 

i 

it better than X. May I do that, Judge? 



Y 



I- 


I 


1 

H 
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THE COURT: Yes. 

1 

A 

On what date, sir? 

1 

Q 

This is the 12th month, the 17th day. I tr.ink 

. > |l 

it's Veqas i 

or 5, I am not sure. 


! : 

A 

Well — 

i 

i 

0 

i 

Do you wnat to look at this page again? 


i M; 

A 

I think that's better. 


9 i 

Q 

All right. Take a look at it. Do you have 


10 

it now, sir? 



II 

A 

Yes, sir. 


1.’ 

Q 

And, sir, in that conversation — or is there 


i:t 

a conversation there where Mr. Paul Desimoya, by the wa; 


11 

you mentioned Desimov®-several times; is he Mr. *-Otroni s 


ir, 

brother-in-law? 


ifi 

A 

Yes, sir. 


' 17 


Are there conversations on that same page ar.d 


1H 

durinq that 

same time span where Mr. Cotroni speaks to dr. 


19 

Desimoya about junkets? 


■i) 

A 

Not that I see, sir. 


1 .'1 

0 

Well, perhaps my reference is incorrect. A 


* I 

little further up when Mr. Cotroni speaks of a Mr. Siggy 


1 1 

WEissman? 



' 1 

A 

Yes, sir. 



Q 

ii 

Does he speak to him about people arriving 

I 




I 
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2 

from Europe to go on junkets? 

:i | 

A 

Yes, sir. 

i 

Q 

And as a matter of fact, there are many 

5 

conversations 

concerning junkets, are there not? 

h 

A 

Yes, sir, they're not talking absolutely of 

7 

junket. Mr. 

Cotroni i3 talking to Siggy Weissman ana 

8 

Siggy Weisman 

and Frank Cotroni, they're supposed to meet at 


the Duval International Airport at 3:00 o'clock. 

f 

U 

uo they mention two people from Europe going 

11 l| 

on a junket? 


12 

A 

They mention that there is two men or manv 

13 

persons coming from Europe by Air Canada, not about junket. 

14 

Q 

As a matter of fact, you know what a junket is, 

15 

do you? 


Hi 

A 

Yes, sir. 

i 7 

1 

Is a junket a plane of gamblers who go to 

18 

places where 

gambling is legal? 

19 

A 

Yes , sir. 

JO 


And there they gamble? 

21 

A 

Yes, sir. 


U 

For instance , to Las Vegas? 

23 

A 

Yes , sir. 

24 

Q 

For instance, to Puerto Kico and oth^r olaces 


j:, 


II 


where gambling is permitted and these planeloads go from time 
totime and people that are gambling have their hotel oilIs 



V 




1 
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! 

pc id uy the 

notel and they just gamble? 

i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

1 , 1 

Q 

And isn't it a fact that there are conversa- 

. i 

! 

tions there 

— 

•i 


T Z COURT: Objection sustained unless you give 

1 

' j 

the i 

oarties. 

. H 

' 

Q 

Mr. Cotroni spoke about these junkets with 

'» 

many people 

, did he not? 


A 

Yes , sir. 

1 1 

Q 

Is it not a fact that Mr. Cotroni was involved 

u 

in the junkets? 

i:i 

A 

That's correct. 

1 l 

Q 

Isn’t it a fact that Mr. Cotroni arranged witn 

in 

someone for 

these people to go to these gambling places? 

Hi 

1 A 

Yes. 

' IV 

Q 

bo you have a conversation where Mr. Cotroni 

1 s 

participated in the money that was made from sending the 

III 

■junket? 


■i i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

• 1 

g 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Cotroni made some of 

• / 

his money that way, didn't he? 


A 

Yes. 

1 


In other words, when people went out gambling 

» 

on these junkets, tne person or persons who arranged the 

( 

(1 


) 







I 
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junkets were oaid so much -- 


MR. PUCCIO: I object, your Honor. 


THE COURT: I will allow it. 


The person or persons who arranged the junkets 


was paid so much per neaa for each gamoler that went to 


tne casino and also was given a percentage of the losses 


of the people who gambled; is that correct? 


That's correct. 


Isn't it a fact that Mr. Cotroni made money 


doing that? 


I think so, sir. 


And you are aware of that? 


Yes ,sir. 


And ne participated in that with other people 


including a Siggy Weisman? 


Yes , sir, 


do you know, by the say, as a result of your 


information, what percentage and what amount was paid per 


person? 


Yes, sir. 


What is it? 


1 couldn't tell you right now, but I have 


the report right here. 


If I were to say in total the person — 




7' 







/ 


fl 2158 

couture - recross - Iannuzzi 1074 

MR. PUCCIO: I object to tnis type of question. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

it might oe related to the issues. I will 

allow Hr. Ian.uzzi to try to develop it. 

BY MR. IAWNUZZI: 

j As a matter of fact, the total amount paid oy 

tae person is $50 and a percentage of the losses at the 
gambling table; isn't that a fact? 

A It could be. 

Q Isn't it a fact that Mr. Cotroni made money 

on those mamounts of money paid by tne gambiinq casinos? 

A Yes, sir. 

q Isn't it a fact he discussed these things on 

the telephone? 

A Correct, sir. 

q Mr. Cotroni didn't have an office for the 

conduct of his business, did he? 

A Not himself, sir. 

U And was it a matter that was legal or illegal 

for him to do in C a aria ? 

A I couldn't tell you, sir. 

q It might be legal or it might be illegal? 

A It could be. 

By the way, did Mr. Cotroni 3peak — withdrawn. 



Q 
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2 1 


Were there not conversations at the end of 

' 

December of 1970, concerning Mr. Cotroni suddenly having to 

•i j 

return to 

Montreal because his brother-in-law died? 

s 

A 

Yes, sir. | 

« ! | 

Q 

And isn't it a fact that his brother-in-law 

i 

did die? 


8 ii 

A 

Yes , sir. 

9 |j 

Q 

As a matter of fact, his brother-in-law died 

10 j! 

a day before or so before the New Year? 

11 j 

A 

That's correct. 

12 ! 

Q 

And didn't Mr. Cotroni come back on December 3ilst 

13 

to attend 

that funeral? 

1 1 

A 

He came on the 29th or 30th of December. 

15 

Q 

When Mr. Cotroni came back to Montreal, it 

10 

was for the purpose of being at that funeral, wasn't that 

17 j 

so? 


1H ! 

A 

Yes , sir. 

19 j 

Q 

He didn't come up there to meet with Frank 

20 1 

basti? 


•21 , 

A 

I couldn't tell you. I have the information 

22 

i 

on tne log and I Know Mr. Dasti came on the 9th, 29th or | 

23 

30th for 

the funeral of his Drother-in-law. 

24 

Q 

You j ust said Dasti but you mean Cotroni? | 

25 J. 

! 

i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

1 


/ 


77 
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y There is no question out that Mr. Cotroni's 

i>rother-in-law died? 

A Pardon me? 

y There is no question that this man truly died? 

A That's right. 

Q And he was buried on the 31st of December? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And when you spoke aoout Mr. Orsxni bringing 

some money to Mr. Cotroni and the conversations concerning 
Orsini brinqing money? 

A Yes, sir. 

y Was it a specific conversation about $14,000 

or did you add that in? 

A No, sir, it was a specific conversation. 

Q Specific conversation? 

A Yes, sir. 

y About Mr. Cotroni needing some money and gettipg 

some money in Acapulco? 

A That’s correct. 

Q And all these conversations that you talked 

about in reference to Orsini talking to Cotroni and basti 
sneaKinq to Orsini, it's all about one amount of money that 
orsini brought to Controni; in other words, one person would 
call uasti and all of them had to do with one amount of money 
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that Orsim Drought to Cotroni; is that right? 

A Yea , sir. 

(J When you spoke about a conversation Detween 

Mr. Horvath and Mr. Frank Cotroni in which Horvath said 
that Dasti was doing a dangerous thing -- I'm sorry, it's 
Vegas 5 and it's page 76, Mr. Couture. 

A That's correct, sir. 

0 Do you have the conversations? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q It's down in the pages in your log of the — | 

A Yes , sir. 

O You didn't keep a tape of that conversation? 

A No, sir. 

y That would indicate it was not of the most 

important information? 

A That's correct. 

0 However you kept some record of it? 

A Yes. 

0 In the conversation Mr. Horvath says to 

Controni that Mr. Dasti is doing something quite dangerous? 
A That's correct. 

Q He says, however, Mr. Dasti will do what they 

nave to do? 

A Yes, sir. 

I 
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Q uow you put the word "they" down. 

A That Dasti will do when he nasto do. 

^ And Past! is doing something dangerous; is 


that correct? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Dasti will 

A 

U 


That's correct. 

That's what it says? 

Yes, sir. 

And then Horvath just said to Cotroni that 
do what he has to do; is that correct? 

Yes, sir. 

It didn't say Dasti will do what we have to 


do? 


A Dasti will have to do what he has to do. 

Q hot we or you, but it was Dasti doing all of 

these tilings and it was Dasti who was doing sometning 
dangerous and it was Dasti who was going to do it? 

A lie was saying to Mr. Cotroni — 

<j Is that a fact, yes or no? 

MR. PUCCIO; I object to the question. 

THE COURT; May I have it read? 

(Question read.) 

THE COURT: Is this your question? 

MR. IAZZONNI: It was the question. 


THE COURT: Objection sustained. 


J 


1 
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• ) 

U 

In any event, it was not mentioned 

in that 



conversation 

that Mr. Cotroni was doing this, was it? 


4 ;| 

A 

He was saying to Mr. Cotroni. 



f> * 

Q 

I am asking you a simple question: 

Was it 


‘i II 

said in there that Mr. Cotroni was doing this dangerous 


7 'I 

tiling? 




H ! 

A 

No, sir. 



H 1 

Q 

Was it said in there that Mr. Dasti was doing 


10 : 

it on behalf 

of Mr. Cotroni? 



11 

A 

I think so, sir. 



in 

Q 

You think so, but it wasn't said? 



l;t 

A 

If you read it carefully, I think 

so. 


11 

Q 

You read your words carefully — 

• 


r> 


THd COURT: Objection sustained. 

Strike out 


Hi 

that 

statement and disregard it. 



17 i 

Q 

When you say you read it, this was 

so written 


IS 

by yourself, 

of course? 



19 

A 

Yes, sir. 



'JO 

Q 

This is a recollection of what you 

heard; is 


Jl 

that correct 

? 



JJ 

A 

Yea, sir. 



JM 

Q 

However, during the conversation and in this 


Jt 

specific thing that you wrote, it was Mr. Dasti 

who was 


j:» 

doing the dangerous thing; is that correct? 

1 


1 




1 

1 1 
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> 

A 

That's correct. 

! :< 1 

Q 

And it was Mr. Horvath who said that Mr. Jasti 


4 

would however do that dangerous thing although he was 


1 

aware of the 

fact that it was dangerous; is that correct? 


H 

A 

That's correct, sir. 


L 

I ” 

Q 

And, of course, there were additional references 

) M 1 

<> 1 

to tne junkets that Mr. Cotroni was involved in in Vegas 11, 

page 3; is that correct? Mr. Frank Cotroni is speaking to 


in 1 

a Jay, J-a-y 

, Marlowe? 


11 i 

A 

Yes, sir. 


1 1 i 

0 

And in that they were again speaking, this 


ia 

is January 10th and January 11th of 1971, and they were 


14 

speakinq about the junkets and the people who were going 


ir> 

gambling; isn't that correct? 


Hi 

A 

That's correct, sir. 


IT 

Q 

And this is at the same time supposedly that 


IH 

Mr. Cotroni 

was aware of the cocaine conspiracy; is that 


li* 

correct? 



T'.' 

A 

Correct. 


' .’I 

1 Q 

The same day? 



A 

Same time, between — during the 10th or 11th 


■ja 

1 

of January, 

1971. 


"4 

Q 

This was as a matter of fact in reference to 



Tun^ets going to England? 





1 
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•> 

A 

That's correct, sir. 



Q 

And Mr. Cotroni was involved in arranging 


4 

those junkets and making money as a result of it? 


• r > i| 

A 

That's correct. 


8 | 

Q 

These are all gambling junkets? 


7 

A 

Concerning this conversation, that's correct. 


H j 

Q 

Pardon me? 


9 

A 

Concerning this particular conversation, that 

| 


n>! 

is correct 




0 

All the junkets were gambling junkets, weren t 


u 1 

they? 



\:\ 

A 

Yes, sir. 


14 

Q 

And there were many of them, weren't there? 


15 ; 

A 

Yes, sir. 


18 

Q 

They were going all the time, weren t they. 


17 

A 

Yes. 


18 

Q 

Yoi were aware of that, weren’t you? 


19 

A 

Yes. 


•JO 

u 

As a matter of fact, did there not come a 


21 

time in January before Mr. Cotroni returned to Acapulco 


2J 

that in fact Mr. Cotroni spoke with Mr. Catania on the 


j:i 

telephone 

and it's Vegas 5 and it's page 79? 


24 

A 

That is correct, it was on the 14th of 


25 

January, 

1 

1971. 

1 


* 

r- 




» 
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* 

U 

As a matter of fact, Catania called Cotrom 

1 

in Montreal; 

is that correct? 

» 

A 

That's correct, sir. 

1 

U 

And at that time Cotroni said to Catania: 


Kent two rooms for four people at the El Presiuente hotel.-' 

i 

A 

That's correct. 

) H 

Q 

And then Mr. Cotroni indicated to Mr. Catania 

t 

that he was 

bringing in the material to make the shirts for 

10 j 

nis shop; isn't that right? 

ii 

A 

Tell him that he would have the thing of the 

12 

shirts. 


It 

Q 

The thing of the shirts? 

1 t 

A 

Yes, sir. 

1 

0 

Meaning something to have to do with the 

Hi 

shirts? 


17 

A 

The thing for the shirts. 

1H j 

Q 

And as a matter of fact, you Know that Catania 

111 

had a shirt 

shop? 

Ml 

A 

Yes. 

' ’1 

Q 

You are aware that Mr. Cotroni purchased ma- 

»• 1 ' 

terials at 

Uorrara's to bring down there? 

i:t 

A 

1 wasn’t aware of that. 

* i 

U 

And on the 20th of January in Vegas 1 B, 


tiiere was a 

i conversation uetween a fellow named derkey and 


. > 

... ° V 




1 

1 ij 
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2 

a fellow named basti; I think it's page 305, sir. 


A 

Yes, sir. 


t j 

0 

Again, concerning junkets going possibly to 


5 

the hotel 

in Las Vegas, the International? 


(, 

A 

That's correct. 

l 

Q 

And on the 22nd, again, two days later, in 


8 1 

Vegas 3, page 100 -- 


9 1 

A 

Yes, sir. 


io i| 

Q 

That last conversation between Berkey and 


U || 

Dasti was 

on the 20th; is that correct? 


12 ; 

A 

Yes, sir. 


»3 ! 

Q 

And on the 22nd, again the conversations about) 


11 

Mr. Cotroni 1 s junkets; isn't that correct? 


IT) 

A 

On the 22nd, Mr. Dasti made a call to Mr. Berkj 

ey - 

Ui 

Q 

No, above that. 


17 

A 

He's talking of Alonso and Dasti. 


1M 

Q 

Concerning Mr. Cotroni and the fact when he 


19 

came back 

from his trip, he would have to decide several 


20 

things in 

reference to the junkets and the handling of the 


21 

junkets; 

isn't that correct? 



A 

Yes, sir, Alonzo said that he has toewait 


22 

i 

the return of Frar.k Cotroni before the signing of anything 


21 

concerning the junkets. 


>. r ) 

Q 

l 

That's what I asked you. That was on the 22nd 

i 


ll 
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J 

the next day they were talking about Berkev, about the 

.1 

junket? 


1 

A 

Yes, sir. 

, 

Q 

And on the 23rd, again the next day, page 101 

t'l 

of Vegas 3 

• 

i 

A 

Yes, sir. 

\ 

Q 

There are more conversations concerning 

■' 

Mr. Cotroni's junkets; is that correct? 

10 

A 

That's correct. 

II 

Q 

And on the 25th and the 25th they are talking 

I'.’ 

about page 

103, sir, I believe, Mr. Dasti speaking in an 

i:» 1 

outgoing call concerning junkets now to the Isle of Mann? 

11 

A 

That*3 correct. 

ir» i 

g 

So every day there were conversations concern- 

1,5 

ing these 

junkets; isn't that correct? 

IT 

A 

That's correct. 

IS 

0 

Let me ask you something else, sir: Are you 

III 

aware of the fact that Mr. Cotroni — as a result of your 

M1 

listening 

to all these conversations, etc., over an extensive 


period of 

time that Mr. Cotroni was at that time involved 

■ i- • 

in a hockey lottery? 

t [ 

A 

Mo, I wasn't aware of that. 

1 

Q 

You are not aware of that? 

'.! 1 

A 

No. 




n 
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There was a Hockey lottery in Canada similar 


to our football pool over here? 


That's correct. 


that correct? 


Now it's taken over by the state; .sn't 


That's correct. 


But in 1971 it wasn't? 


That's correct, 


It'8 your information that Mr. Cotroni was or 


was not involved in that? 


MR. PUCCIO; Objection. Asked and answered. 

THE COURT; Sustained. 

Q On the 18th of January, I don't know what 

Vegas project this is, but perhaps Mr. Puccio can help me 
with that — there was a conversation -- 

MR. PUCCIO: Between the 18th and 19th, 

Victorians Sporting Club. 

U — between the 18th and 19th of January , 

oetween 8:00 p.m. on the 18th and 8:00 p.m. on the 19th -- 
A Yes, sir. 

Q — there is a conversation there with Mr. Cotrpni? 

a Ye3, sir. 

Q And who is speaking with Mr. Cotronia, Mr. Col*, 


or someone called Cola? 


( 
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A There is a conversation between Mr. D’lorio 

and Mr. Dasti talking about Mr. Cotroni. 

y Talking aoout Mr. Controli? 

A Yes, sir. 

y D'lorio i3 a person named Cola? 

A That's correct. 

y Did Mr. Cola say he met Mr. Cotroni? 

A Yes, sir. 

y And did he say to basti that it was, as a 

result of talking to Cotroni before Controni left for 
Acapulco taat Cotroni was very made about Dasti? Did he 
say that? 

A iie didn't mention the name Controni. lie men¬ 

tioned the guy. 

Q The guy who went on a trip? 

A Yes, he was mad against Dasti. 

Q Against Dasti for doing something in .ew York? 

A Not in New York, concerning a certain thing 

that would have been done by Dasti. 

y Cotroni was very angry tnat Dasti did? 

A That's correct. 

y Is tnat right? 

A That's correct. 

y That was on the 18th of Januarv? 








c 


ll 

1 
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> I 

A 

Correct, sir. 


Q 

And it was your understanding — withdrawn. 


\ :i 


We don't have that tape, do we? 


i 

A 

Wo, sir. 


f> i 

y 

The only thing we have is your log? 


t 

A 

Tnat's correct. 


H 

a 

And your log took the essence of the conversa- 


<) i| 

tion and put 

it down; is that right? 


HI | 

A 

Right. 


11 

Q 

And the only recollection in the world of the 


12 

conversation 

and the tone of the conversation and the intent 


i;t 

and the meaning of the conversations, what you heard -- 


it 


MR. PUCCIO: Objection. 


l f, 


THE COURT: Overruled. I will allow it. 


Hi 

; a 

— is that correct, sir? 


17 

A 

That's correct. 


lh 

y 

Wasn't it your impression .that Mr. Cotroni 


HI 

in the conversation may have been very angry about the 


jil 

narcotics transaction? 


?l 

A 

Yes, sir. 


•>■> 

y 

And someone named Cola told Dasti of Cotroni's 

►' 

2‘.\ 

anger? 



1\ 

A 

Yes. 



Q 

Is that right? 

• 
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J 1 

A 

That’s right, sir. 



1 


0 

And he didn't say that Con 

t ron i 

was merely 


■1 

angry because 

of the way it was handled. 

did 

it? 

1 

fl , 

A 

do, sir. 




6 

0 

It said that Controni was 

angry 

about the v ole 


7 ; 

transaction? 





h ; 

A 

About a certain thing. 





'■» i| 

Q 

About a certain thing and 

it was your impress < 

:>n 


in 

and you're the 

only one who heard it, tnat it 

had to do wit. 



i 1 

the narcotics 

transaction of a few days 

before? 



12 

A 

That's correct, sir. 





i:* ' 

0 

It didn't say that he was 

angry 

about the quail 

L r.v 


1 1 

of the cocaine 

o 






A 

No, sir. 





Hi ! 

! o 

It didn't say that he was 

angry 

aoout the 




amount of money? 





IH 

A 

No, sir. 





lit 

Q 

It just said he was angry 

that 

dasti did 


.'<» 

thing? 






21 

j 

Right, sir. 





> i 

<.* 

And it was your impression 

that 

he may nave 



y:i 

been angry that Dasti even got involved 

in it 

-> 



m 

A 

Right, sir. 




' Is. 

* '! » 

,1 




I 


t .... 






II 

/ .. 1 
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t 

2 

> nc t it was your impression as a result o 


! 

, :o tro;u rettiiiq angry that he wasn't aware of it oeejus- n*' 


■* 

oulu iidv> ■ l ^eri angry sooner? 


r> '| 

1 ;». PUCCIO: Objection. 


to 

. * 

TilL COURT: Objection sustained. 


h H 

'P. I/vMNUZZIs I have rr> further quest on.. 


THE COURT: Mr. Klar? 


9 

;.m. KLA.R: Yes, your Honor. 


10 

r.IHV.C-KVUViriATTON 


11 ;l 

BY V.l. KuAR: 


12 

lr. Couture, you testified earlier to v in 


i:i 

reference to this call made on Januarv 10, 1071 ro, 


14 

, 1 
to Cotrom? 


i*i 

A Yes sir. 


Hi 

•.’his is the call where vou say Mr. Dnsti hau 


17 

calle i Horvath in the morning of the 10th? 


1* 

Yes sir. 


19 

n And told Horvath it was dangerous to do what 


20 

he is doing? 


21 

Yes. 

*>•) 

, SOU, that would be tho same day that Ur. riasti 

! 

•>:i 

Wils surer 24 hour surveillance by the agents in Mew vork. 


21 

wouldn’t that be right? 


2fi 

A I can't tell you, sir. 



* 
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You know that Mr. Dasti was un ■: 


survei llanco? 


A Yes. 

o You know he was under 24 hour surveillance 

■ qr» nntj re time in lew York, don' c you/ 

*K. PUCCIO: Objection to the question, your 
honor. There has already been testimony — 

TIT. COURT: What? 

MR. PUCCIO: There has already been testimony 


on t.:is 


THE COURT: May I have the question. 
(Whereupon the last question was read ny t 


reporter.)* 

THE COURT: Overruled, I will allow it. It may 
b< preliminary to other questions. 

A I was told by Staff Serqoant Svuv.v. 

o Mr. basti doesn't say what it is ’hat vs 

;unqerour to you, does he? 

A ir. basti is not talking ir t ... eion-’ call, 

n. is nly dr. Horvath to Mr. Cotroni. 

> Excuse me. Mr. Horvath doesn't uav what 

•r. Cotroni thought was dangerous? 

Mu. PUCCIO: You mean what 'r. Dasti — 
o ’-That Mr. Dasti thought was (iangorous. 


I 
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Did Mr. Horvath relate Mr. Dasti*s tnoua: 
t- . ;h dangerous to sell suits? 


Did he use the wore! suit at ai*.? 
i dot in any oarticular conversation, 

r. Did Mr. Dasti or Mr. Horvath .se any coup wore: 

in this conversation with Mr. Cotroni to make you suspicious 
if w.iat it was that was dangerous? 

A Mo sir. 

n You testified also, did you not, there was 

another conversation, there was a call ‘ ren t r. jus i -° 

;v . Jotror.i long distance, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

o And Mr. Dasti asked to speak to Mr. Cotroni 

u>.d no one was home, is that right, except the maid? 

A Yes. 

o You didn't a tape of that? 

A Mo. 

q You kept a log? 

A Yes. 

o You thought that was pertinent, is that why 


lit : 

o 

-H j 

A 




A 


o 

! 

•'ou Kent 


Yes, I thought it was pertinent. 
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C What was it that Mr. Dasti said to the mai ; 

that mad n you snr. iieious of this conversation trar -"ado it 

i | so nortinant 

r, . ! that Mr. Cotroni was i • ::ow York so it 

ii was a lonq distance call made for Mr. Cotroni. 


7 jl 

o 

You knew Mr. Cotroni was in hew York? 

H i 

A 

Mr. nasti was in haw York. 

9 

n 

Mr. Dasti didn't speak to Mr. Cotroni in that 

w 

conversation 

, did he? 

11 

A 

To, he sooke with the maid. 

12 

0 

Dia he use any code words in this converso.tion 

i:t 1 

to the maid 

that made you suspicious? 

11 

A 

Mo, as a matter of fact she saic that ’.r. o'.’' .u. 

If. | 

was not there. 

Hi 

0 

You thounht that was important cnoum to 

IT 

i* an a log? 


1* 

A 

Yes, I do. 

IH 


Now, on the various logs -- withdrawn. 

.’0 


Xu these various Ions that you kept, un’i il 

21 

a fact that 

Mr. easti also had numerous conversations with 

22 

ajiforent people about these junkets? 

2 t 

A 

Yes sir. 

■1 

n 

Isn’t it a fact that one particular conversation! 


in /o-ias J, January 21, 1971, he speaks with an individual fcy 






ft 2177 

Couture-cross/Iannuzzi 


1 09 3 


rhe name of Cola? 

A Yes. 

n In this particular conversation he also 

speaks aoout a oentleman by the name of Berke? 

A Yes. 

n And in this conversation the aist of it was 

arramim the junket for Mr. Berke, is that right? 

A Yes. 

o This would be the same junket that Mr. Cotrcnij 

was involved in, is that right? 

A No. 


n Which type of junket, was that a different 

junket? 

A Yes. 

n Uo you recall in that conversation between 

Mr. Dasti and Mr. Lanzo, some conversation about $100,000 .' 

A Have you got the reference, sir? 

o The only reference I have is Vegas 3, 

lanuarv 21st, between January 21st, 1971 and Januarv 22nd, 

1971, between 8:00 o’clock on the 21st and H:00 o'clock on 
♦ he 2 2nd. I don't have the page. 

(Pause.) 

A Yes sir. 

This $100,000 related to a deal that Mr. Dasti! 


n 



y 
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la worV out that night bring him in s: 
thought he could wor - 


\ 

within 

the next 

year, is that right? 

t 1 


A 

Yes sir. 

r» 


o 

You weren't suspicious about th<s conversation, 

r ' ; 

'1 

/ | 

were you^ 

A 

v„u mean as I was susorcious for narcotics? 

H 


o 

, +.v*ac<> un^ets vers 

Did you think that perhaps the... 

«* | 

code 

names for 

narcotics? 

10 ] 

1 1 S 


A 

Not at all. 


n 

you didn't keep a master taoe of f-his oart^.u.. 4 r 

12 

conversation, 

did you? 



A 

No sir. 

1 ! 
ii 


O 

on that same day Mr. Oasti talks with Mr. -r^.. 



A 

That is correct. 

16 


O 

and he mentions that he has some •»<»» 

17 

Mr. 

Cotroni, 

isn't that right? 

1H 

1 < | 


A 

That is correct. 


o 

This particular conversation follows, the 

1 ■ ’ 

20 

• out th e junkets, don't they? 
previous conversation about the j 

• 11 


A 

Ves . 

1 1 

t'j 


O 

M n - s ti is arranging for people to 

In which Mr. Dasti is 

21 

i j go 

on junkets , is that right? j 


. 

A 

ves . 


' 

o 

Which you already testified a orofrt was made 


! 






/ 
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Couture-cross /Iannuzzi 


1 09 5 


5ach individual that went dovm'’ 


This SI300 — withdrawn. 

This $1300, did it siqnai anythin- to ou m 


the way of narcotics or anything 2 


No sir. 


The $1300 related to the conversations ai>out 


■junkets? 

A I couldn't tell you. 

o It's possible? 

A I couldn't tell you. 

a Also there was another conversation between 

Mr. Dasti and Mr. Lanzo talking about a .John Jacques cote? 
A Y es. 

o you know who John Jacques Cote is? 

A Yes. 

o Who is that? 

A He is a fellow that lives in Montreal. He 

an oreanizer for the Liberal Party for the Province o* 


Ouebec. 


That is a political party m Montreal, >s that 


correct? 


ves. 


Do you 


recall also in the same conversation 
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O 

that they talked about a Mr. Gagnon? 

A Yes sir. 

o Who was Mr. Gaqnon? 

MR. PUCCIO:. I object to this your Honor unie$s 

the relevance can be shown. 

THE COURT: I will allow it. I don't see t.ie 

relevance though. 

MR. PUCCIO: May I have a side bar? 

o i HE COURT: I will allow Mr. Klar to rieveio,- 

It. 

MR. PUCCIO: May I be heard? 

THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 

Take a rather long recess. It might take 

about 15 minutes. 

(The jury left the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Do you have some proof of the 
conversations concerning some local politician 

MR. KLAR: This line of questioning only has 
to do with the fact that there is a dollar figure 
being spoken about that has no relationship at all 
with narcotics. This is to counter the argument that 
the monies talked about in other conversations had 
to do with narcotics. As to these particular 
individuals, it's merely to show Mr. Dasti was involved 













A 2181 ™ 97 


1 

<) Couture-cross 



in qivmq money to different people, that he av have; 



:i ' 

been qivinq the raonev that are referred to in other 



•t 

conversations to these very people and not f or anv 



r» 

other purpose. 



[| 

MR. PUCCIO: I don't see the connection. 



i 

THE COURT: You see, when Mr. Iannuzzi war 



h . 

examining I thouaht there was a chance, at least 




miaht arque, that the money Orsini took down to 



in 

/.caoulco had somethinq to do with the -junket mone" 



n 

and had nothinq to do with narcotics. 



12 

How can the talkinq to politicians — vou 



l'l 

mean politicians were sending Mr. Cotroni mone" down 



1 1 

in Acapulco? 



l.'i 

MR. KLAR: No. Mr. Dasti was sending monev. 


in 

I have no idea what their relationship was to 


IT 

Mr. Cotroni. 



is 

THE COURT: There must be some logical reason 



lit 

for introducing conversations with politician' -- 



■( i 

MR. KLAR: As I say, the only area I am trvirg 



21 

to inquire about here is Mr. Dasti* s connection with 




these particular individuals involvina mone'/. 



•r{ 

THE COURT: I will allow it on the impossible 



,’i 

chance you may be able to hook this money up with 




the money send down to Mr. Cotroni. 

1 





mm 
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Couture-cross 
If von can nrove noliticians send SI400 down 
to Mr. Cotroni instead of the other wav around, 
would like to be shown. That is an interesting 

thinq. 

(A recess taken at this time.) 

(Continued on next paqe) 


1PHA 
'4 R2 


/ 

/ 
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PM - THE COURTi Ready to proceed? 

MR. PUCCIO: Your Honor, I would like to have 
some idea of how long your Honor will work tonight. 

5 THE COURT: I would like to go to 5:30, and even 

(i 6:00 o'clock, but I notice it started to snow outside. 

I don't know now long Mr. Couture is going to be. 

H MR. IANNUZZI: I also know, if your Honor pleases, 

9 Mr. Puccio is too brave to say so, but I know he is not 

1,1 feeling well today. 

ii MR. PUCCIO: That is all right. I can sit until 

i 1 - 6:00 o'clock if necessary. 

hi THE COURT: This is the better place for him to 

11 be, he is a single man, you know. 

|: > MR. IANNUZZI: Keep him out of trouble, Judge? 

i<> (The jury is in the jury box.) 

1 THE COURT: All right, Mr. Klar. 

1* CROSS EXAMINATION 
19 UY MR. KLAR: 

0 Mr. Couture, you stated earlier — Withdrawn. 

21 You made a reference to a conversation which you 

2'. logged, where you put in th* word "New York Transaction," do 
.'I you recall that? 

21 A Yes. 

2 ‘> 0 You already stated that those were your words, 


I 
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Couture - cross/Klar 


is that right? 


Yes. 


They didn't come from any of the pnrr cipanti; to 


the call, is that correct? 


That is correct. 


x Withdrawn. 


Had you ever heard Mr. Dasti refer to any of — 


Had you ever heard Mr. Dasti refer to any trans¬ 


it action as a New York transaction? 


Never. 


MR. KLAR: I have nothing further, your Honor. 
THE COURT: Anything further, Mr. Puccio? 


MR. PUCCIO: Yes. 


i;> REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


Hi HY MR. PUCCIO: 


17 MR. PUCCIO: May I just have a minute, your Honor? 

1 H 4 THE COURT: Yes. 

Ill (Pause.) 

0 Now, let me direct your attention to a telephone 

i conversation between Nick Dilorio and Frank Dasti which you have 
h °er asked several questions about on cross-examination by Mi. 

»t iannuzzi between 8:00 P.M. on the 18th and 8:00 P.M. on the 19t|i 
ji of January, 1971, intercepted over the pbblic telephone at the 
Victoria Sporting Club. 








( 


I 






1100 



A 2185 

3 ' 1 


Couture - redirect/Puccio 


A 

Yes. 

:> ! 

Q 

You are familiar with that conversation, is ti; b 

4 

riaht? 


. I 

A 

Yes. 

ti 

0 

You were asked by Mr. Iannuzzi certain questions 

i 

pertaining to your log entry or your summary of that conversa- 

8 i 

Mon? 


y ; 

A 

Yes, sir. 

10 | 

Q 

Do you remember those questions? 

11 

A 

Yes. 

12 |j 

0 

Will you translate that for us? Your log is in 

13 

French, is that correct? 

11 

A 

Yes. 

15 

Q 

Translate for us, word for word, your loo entry 

16 

nertaimng to that conversation and pertaining specifically to 

17 

Nick Dilorio 

speaking of a guy whom he met with before he left 

1H 

on a trip — 


iy 


MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor please, I object to 

JO 

word- 

by-word renditions of the log, since, first of all. 

21 

I've 

never seen the log myself. I was given the informal 

22 

tion 


9V 


THE COURT: Didn't you use that exact phrase? 

21 


MR. IANNUZZI: May I suggest, sir, I have never 

J • » 

seen 

It 

anything word-for-word. The Government never gave 

i 



* 
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Couture - redirect/Puccio 

us that. 

THE COURT: Is that the basis of the objection;’ 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am also sugoestma the word-for- 
word reading of it may be improper, and perhaps the inter¬ 
pretation of what I went into would be satisfactory, but 
not a word-for-word rendition. 

MR. PUCCIO: The word-for-word rendition was reic 

on the record. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Part of it. 

THE COURT: That's all Mr. Puccio intends to in- 
quire about. I will allow it. It is important to under¬ 
stand that it is the witness’ testimony that counts, not 
what he reads from a summary. The summary is ]ust us»d 
to refresh his recollection. I am allowing this because 
Mr. lannuzzi used these very words, if my recollection 
is correct, and now, because he used those very words, 
and asked this witness whether it wasn't so that it was 
in a loq, I think it’s only fair this witness be allowed 
to say what the original is like, and I am only permittina 
it for that reason. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am objecting to a word-by-word 
reading. i have no objection to that which I went over, 
or the contents of the conversation to that extent. but; 
reading word-by-word — 


1 


* 


II 


_„ 1T02 


<*• 
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5 ' 


Couture - reairect/Puccio 

2 

THE 

COURT: If you didn't do it, then Mr. Klar 

'> | 

did. Even 

the parentheses were used. 

4 

MR. 

IANNUZZI: We never saw it. There was no 

r> i 

such thing 

as the parentheses being read. I think the 

; 

witness referred to it. There were parentheses in a 

* •( 

different conversation about the New York transaction 

H 

which — 



THE 

COURT: That is just the conversation you 

10 

are talking about. 

11 

MR. 

IANNUZZI: No, sir. 

12 1 

THE 

COURT: Where he alludes to the New York 

i:i 

transaction. 

14 

MR. 

IANNUZZI: No, sir. 

15 ;| 

THE 

COURT: Isn't that the one — 

Hi ! 

MR. 

PUCC10: That is the one concernina — 

17 

THE 

COURT: May I see it? 

1H | 

MR. 

PUCCIO: Yes. 

19 

THE 

COURT: You say this does not say, transaction 

20 ! 

which took 

place in New York? 

21 1 

MR. 

IANNUZZI: I never saw it, how can I tell? 

! 

THE 

COURT: I read it to you on the record. 

Z\ 

i 

MR. 

IANNUZZI: If you are telling me it is — 


THE 

COURT: You didn't think I was reading to you 

2 » 1 

I 

word-for-word outside the presence of the jury? 




t 


fl 2] 88 

Couture - redirect/Puccio 


1103 


MR. IANNUZZI? What I am. saving 'r, 1 don't know 

what the rest of it is. 

THE COURT: I didn't read the rest. 

M». PUCCIO: I didn't sav I was qoina to refer 
to the rest of it. 


S: 

5P 


THE COURT: Don't give the ]urv the impression 

you weren't read the portion I just read word-for-word., 
MR. IANNUZZI: When you said the paren with the 
New York conversation, that is a conversation between 
Mr. Harvath and Mr. Dasti, not this one. And Mr. Couture 
testified to it when I began my cross-examination. And; 
this is a separate conversation, and I've never seen 
this. I «5ucgest — 

THE COURT: Do you want me to go back to what I 
said outside the presence of the jury so the iury is 
advised -- 

MP. COUTURE: I have my notes of what you told 

me. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Puccio. 

(continued on next page.) 
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Couture - redirect 

Can you read us the portion of your log, start¬ 


ing with — 


THE COURT: Let me ask you this first: 

Sitting there now, do you have some recollection 
of this conversation? 

THE WITNESS: No, sir. 

THE COURT: None at all? 

THE WITNESS: Not at all, because there was so 


much involved — 

THE COURT: I do not want to know the cause. Gq 

ahead. 

0 You did make these notes though shortly after 

you heard the conversation on the tapes; is that correct! 1 

A Correct. 

| 

Q Can you read us th?t portion which pertains -- 

starts with Mr. Dilorio speaking of a guy he met with before 
he left on a trip, leaving out the portion in parentheses. 

A Caller talks about a guy that he met before his 

going on a trip. This same guy would not have been satisfied 
of a certain thing that would have been done by Frank Dasti. 
That is all. 

0 So the words — the words you used in the log 

was a French meaning of satisfied? 

A Satis fait in French means satisfied in English. 
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Couture - redirect 

' 


THF COURT: Again, this testimony is offered not 


for 

the truth of the conversation, but rather to explain 

1 

th t s 

witness' answer to Mr. Iannuzzi's Question, and itj 


.» 1 

Mr. 

Klar asked about this same telephone call, and uses 


w 

the 

same phrases, then it is to explain those answers. 

1 

0 

The French word used is a word meaning satisfy? 


H 

1 

* 

Correct. 


I 

0 

Did you use a French word pertaining to that 


Hi 

conversation which in Lnqlish means angry or mad? 


1 1 

* 

no, sir. 


i.' 

V 

Now, vou indicated in response to a question by 

1 t 

Mr. Klar that Mr. Dasti never used the words "New York trans- 


! 1 

actionper 

se; is that correct? 


ir. 

| A 

Correct. 

Hi 

0 

To the best of your recollection? 

17 

A 

Yes, sir. 


IS 

0 

However, let me direct your attention to a con- 


III 

versation - 

- 


■1) 


THU COURT: I won't allow any reierence to a 



document that is not in evidence. You may use it to 


> > 

refresh his recollection. If it does not refresh his 


• • 

recollection, then you may not ask the Question. 


■ 1 


MR. PUCCIO: All right. 



0 

Now, during a conversation between Orsini and 



/ 
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oti >ru, the words -New York transaction or their French 
•qu: valent, ever used to your recollection; 

Yes, sir. 

Those words were used? 

They didn't mention from the 'New York trans- 

They did or didn't? 

They didn't. 

THE COURT: Did not? 

THE WITNESS: They did not mention the New *ork 
transaction." 

0 Well, let me direct your attention to Veqas 12, 

paqe 12, and specifically point out to you this line (lndicat- 

inq) . 

THE COURT: Do you now recollect some part ot 
the conversation? It is only given to you so that you 
may refresh your recollection, that your memory be prodp 
dod. If it doesn’t do that, then the answer is. It 
doesn't refresh your recollection. 

THE WITNESS: They were talking about — 

HR. IANNUZZI: Objection. 

THE COURT: Do you recall that part of the con¬ 
versation? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, this one, yes. 


A 

0 

A 

action." 

Q 

A 
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4 1 

Couture - redirect 

i 

i 

THE COURT: All right. 

i 

THE WITNESS: I remember that Orsim was to 

1 i 

bring some money from —— to Cotroni in Mexico, but to 

■ i 

my knowledge, there was no mention of “New York trans¬ 


action . " 

7 i 

MR. PUCCIO: I have no further questions. 

) H 

THE COURT: Mr. Iannuzzi? 


MR. IANNUZZI: Yes, if it pleases the Court. 

l<> RECROSS EXAMINATION 

II BY MR. 

IANNUZZI: 

\> ■ 

1 

n Mr. Couture, did you make a translation of that 

i:i log in 

reference to the conversation when Mr. Cola spoke of 

li Mr. Cotroni not being satisfied, or displeased? 

If. ; 

| 

A No, sir. 

Hi 

0 You did not supply that? 

17 ,! 

A I did supply it, but I was not the one that dia 

ih | the Er 

alish translation. 

'! 

0 I see. 

II 

!U I 

Do you have the English translation there? 

' 21 , 

, Yes, sir. 

1 

»•) 1 

MR. IANNUZZI: Is it permissible for counsel to 

» > t 

ceo it. Judge? 

■i 1 

THE WITNESS: No, I am sorry, concerning the Col* 

II 

and Dasti, I do not have the English translation, neither 
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Couture - recross/Iannuzz: 

qiH I make it. 

Q You did not make a translation? 

A No, sir. 

| 

0 Well, there was one read this rnorn^nc. Is it 

possible for the witness to see it, not counsel? 

THE COURT: May I have Exhibit 43. 

The portion I read—as a matter of fact . it was 
also read by Mr. Puccio and Mr. Puccio read more than 
I did. 

"They then spoke in Italian," down to here. I 
will mark it off. 

If you have no objection, I will read it now ouq 
loud so you can qet it again. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is what I wanted to do. 

THE COURT: You do not want that? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Surely. 

THE COURT: You do? 

| 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

THE COURT: "Then they — They then spoke in 
Italian, discussed certain papers that some person must 
have received. Cola spoke of a guy (possibly Frank 
Cotroni), whom he met with before he left on a trip 
(Acapulco). This guy (Frank Cotroni) would not have 
been pleased with something done bv Frank Dasti re 
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(possibly a narcotics transaction) between Iiasti and 
tne American, Oddo, and Vanacora rp iransactions which 
took place on 1/10/71 in New York, and m 'cocaine)." 

I read from those two markings, so if Mr. 

Iannuzzi asks vou any questions, you knov writ it re¬ 
fers to. 

THE WITNESS: This English translation — 

0 I did not ask you a question. 

You didn't make that English translation? 

A Neither did any member of the Quebec Police Force. 

0 Is it your testimony that that translation that 

the Judge ]ust read is incorrect? 

A I think so, sir. 

0 It's incorrect? 

A I think so, sir. 

O And when I asked you questions concerning it 

nefore, I asked vou questions concerning the fact — 

THE COURT: You may continue. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you. 

0 — I asked you questions concerning the fact that 

m that conversation it was discussed that Mr. Cotroni was dis*- 
» leased — unhappy about — 

A I remember it, sir. 


0 


Is that correct? 





1 
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Correct. 

•> And vou indicated that that is true; is that 

true or not? 

A Correct. 

(.' That's a fact. 

It is not a fact, because if I looked worci-by- 
word — f vou take it in French, in English you translate, 

He vou'.in't be satisfied — satisfied in Enqlish. 

The satisfied part of it is your word? 

Yes. 

Tt is not Mr. Cola's word? 

/■ No, no. It is written here satis fait, a French 

word. it is Mr. Cola's word. 

weren't they speaking in Italian? 

A Always French. 

0 Does it indicate on the ton "in Italian ? 

No, sir, French. Mr. Cola and Mr. Dasti always 
speak together in French. 

v What 1 am asking is this: 

When those words that appear tnere in the ioa, 
aie your words? 

A The words? 

V Is that a fact? 

A It is my word that I used? 
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0 Yes. 

A i relate the words they say, and I use my word. 

(.) In that conversation, there is no niest. •*n but 

that Mr. cotrom was not pleased, is that correct, dissatis¬ 
fied ? 

A Mr. Cotroni was not satisfied concerning a cer¬ 

tain thing that Mr. Dasti would have done. 

o And he was not pleased or happy about the situa¬ 

tion, was he? 

A He was not satisfied, sir. 

o Yes. 

That hasn't changed, that is what was discussed,) 
that Cotroni was not — to restrict it to the words that you 
want to restrict it to, — was not satisfied? 

MR. PUCCIO: I object to the form of the ques-- 

tion. 

THE COURT: Sustained as to form. 

Are you asking him what was said in the converse 
tion, or are you asking him to translate the French wot 
in that portion of the summary? 

MR. IANNUZZI: Well, if your Honor pleases, I 
already asked him whether that was the word. 

THE COURT: What are you asking him in this gue$ 


tion? 
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MR. IANNUZZI: I am asking him whether or not -r 
I am asking him whether or not in fact Cotroni was satis¬ 
fied -- pleased with what Mr. Dasti did? 

MR. PUCCIO: Objection to that. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

0 Was Mr. Cotroni satisfied with what Mr. Dasti 

did? 

MR. PUCCIO: Objection. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

Q And when he was not satisfied with what Mr. Dasti 

did — 

MR. PUCCIO: Same objection. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

MR. IANNUZZI: In order to aid me, because I am 
confused by your ruling -- 

THE COURT: I will be glad to explain it to you. 

You are asking this witness to tell this iury Mr. Cotropi't 
state of mind. That's the form of the guestion. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am askina about that conversa¬ 
tion. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Mr. Cotroni did make -- 
THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I am asking your Hnnor for guid- 
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ornce, ana you are sustaining objections. 

THE COURT: You may ask him what the Franch 
translation meant, and you may ask him if he recalls 
the conversation itself. You may ask him anythinc with 
regard to the summary, but do not ask him what ha-pened 
MR. IANNUZZI: I understand that. 

0 In that conversation — 

MR. IANNUZZI: Thank you, sir. 

0 — In that conversation, it does not indicate 

that Mr. Cotroni was dissatisfied with the tvDe of cocaine it 


12 was — 

IS I 
IS 


MR. PUCCIO: I object. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained, unless he re- 
i, members the conversation. 

O Do you remember the conversation, sir? 

17 A No, sir. 

IS O Are you now testifying that you do not know 

i t a nythino about that conversation except what appears — 

MR. PUCCIO: Objection. 

MR. IANNUZZI: May I finish? 

> THE COURT: Surely. 

0 — Is it your testimony that you do not remember 

-- that you don't remember anything about the conversation 


exret»f what is on that log? 
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'• 1 
“ 

A 


Yes, sir. 



0 


Is that right? 


4 

A 


Yes, sir. 


s i 

Q 


All right, now, the loq does not indicate that 


6 

Mr. Cotroni 

seemed dissatisfied because of the amount of money 


7 I 

involved, 

does it? 


H 



MR. PUCCIO: I am going to object. 


9 1 



THE COURT: Objection sustained. 


10 1 

0 


Does it indicate that Mr. Cotroni was dissatis- 


11 1 

fied with 

the entire thing? 


12 



MR. PUCCIO: I object. 


1:1 ii 



THE COURT: Does the log indicate that? 


n i 



MR. IANNUZZI: If your Honor pleases, if I might 

it — 

1 ■> : 



THE COURT: The jury may be excused. 


16 



(Jury leaves courtroom.) 


17 



THE COURT: You agree to this point this witnes 

l 

18 

said 

that he does not remember a thinq about the con- 



versation? 

MR. IANNUZZI: He just so testified. 

THE COURT: You introduced t-his conversation 
on cross-examination. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Yes. 

THE COURT: You made it appear that this was Mr 
Cotroni on the witness stand, telling the jury that he 


'< / 
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- recross/Iannuzzi 
did not like this cocaine deal at all. 

MR. IANNUZZI: If vour Honor t leases -- 
THE COURT: Wait, now. net me get through. 

MR. IANNUZZI: Certainly. 

THE COURT: I allowed Mr. Puccio on redirect 

to show the jury that that isn't what was meant at al. 

Of 

that this is only a summary of a conversation. 

MR. IANNUZZI: I understand. 

THE COURT: That he doesn't remember the con¬ 
versation, and the best you can do is first try tc 
prod his recollection and see if he can recall some¬ 
thing, and then to ask him what he meant — Not what 
Mr. Cotroni felt and how he felt -- What Mr. Cotroni 
said — what he meant when he put it down, or how he 
translated it from the French into the English. 

MR. IANNUZZI: That is what I was trying to net 

at. 

THE COURT: Really? You seemed to be talking 
about everything but that. Every question seemed to 
indicate that Mr. Cotroni was saying — 

MR. IANNUZZI: He wasn't even a party to tne 
conversation. 

THE COURT: That is right, vou and J agree. 


MR. IANNUZZI: Finally 







